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Port-Ability

Maritime growth and governance are finally being addressed seriously and with
commitment. It’s a long voyage ahead

TOI Editorials

As the Maritime Leaders Conclave comes to a close, the
future of India’s ports ecosystem looks promising, thanks
to GOI's strong investment push and a 360-degree
approach to development. This is long overdue - despite
a coastline stretching over 11,000km and about
14,000km of navigable waterways, India underuses its
maritime potential compared to road and rail. Currently,
just 7% of freight (by tonne-km) moves by sea or inland
waterways, while about 65% goes by road and 22% by
rail. Contrast that with China, where 34% of freight
moves by water, 43% by road, and 17% by rail. Of course,
the thing about ports is that it’s not about catching up -
it's about playing to geography’s strengths. India’s strategic location offers a natural alternative to
existing global trade routes increasingly exposed to geopolitical uncertainties.

A raft of four new legislations passed this year, led by the Indian Ports Act, 2025, aims to modernise port
governance, improve legal clarity, enhance transparency and streamline port and shipping operations.
However, the Ports Act's passage without debate has had critics worry that dispute resolution
mechanisms may not be enough to attract investors. India’s 12 major and over 200 minor ports handle
nearly 95% of the country’s export-import cargo. But the share managed by the mega ports has shrunk,
while smaller ports have been moving more goods. Yet the rise of ultra-large container vessels has
pushed global shipping towards deeper, more reliable large ports.

Another challenge is that 90-95% of India’s cargo is transported by foreign shipping lines, and most
containers are imported, an area dominated by China. GOI knows port modernisation and better
governance alone won’t automatically boost Indian shipping. Shipowners and builders have very
different needs from port and terminal operators, whose competitiveness depends on location, service
quality, tariffs, and facilities. For carriers, operational efficiency is what truly matters - it doesn’t matter
whether a port is public or private, as long as the turnaround is quick and reliable. As long as foreign
carriers dominate India’s trade, the country will have limited influence over key issues such as freight
rates, even as its ports become more efficient. GOI has to stay on the ball to ensure growth isn’t caught in
incremental measures when giant leaps are needed.
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Out of the fortress

Tiger conservation policy rightly sees people as stakeholders, not trespassers
Editorial

A new Union Tribal Affairs Ministry policy framework is a reminder that India’s conservation strategy is
not a fortress conservation model but one in which protecting the country’s tigers is a social contract. The
policy’s foremost virtue is reiteration that people living near or inside forests cannot be relocated until
the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 process has been completed, affirming that they are stakeholders, not
trespassers. This view has sadly been falling out of favour with a government that is increasingly seeing
forests solely for their climate utility and a judiciary keen to settle long-standing disputes. The policy
casting relocation as an “exceptional” measure also overturns the 2024 National Tiger Conservation
Authority directive to remove villages en masse from tiger reserves. Instead of treating humans and
tigers as mutually exclusive, the framework promotes research and pilot projects on sustainable co-
habitation that could help redefine tiger conservation through a more socially legitimate, and possibly
more resilient model. Its invocation of the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act for unlawful evictions and
a three-tier system for redress also provide a safety net rarely available to these communities.

This said, forest-dependent communities have varied needs: some expect hospitals and schools while
others fight to preserve traditional lifestyles. Equally, tigers are sensitive and the reason many
conservationists believe human-free core zones are essential to conserve apex predators. A national
mission to protect tigers on scientific terms needs to ensure such tracts. Fundamentally, while a national
policy protects rights, fine-grained mechanisms sensitive to particular local conditions are crucial for
people and tigers to sustainably coexist. Such mechanisms are however beyond the ability of top-level
Ministries. The conservation establishment is likely to resist the new policy because it could slow efforts
to consolidate tiger habitats and increase the implementation burden, potentially leading to dual policies
on the ground. In fact, conservation in India is largely controlled by Forest Departments under the
Environment Ministry and States have wide latitude in implementing the FRA. Even in places where local
departments wield significant control, forced relocations may continue in States that do not enforce the
proposed National Framework for Community-Centred Conservation and Relocation. While existing
policy defines compensation criteria and the minimum inviolate area for a sustainable population, their
implementation often violates established principles. Just as the fortress model has often been insensitive
to people’s rights in practice, exiting it should not mean entering one in which India’s natural riches can
be forsworn.
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ATRTAT Y AAATR gl
FEAT

AfShel Selel AT & 38 foivhy W G g1 7oh R & 2010 &7 Joielt # 2022 & gaT # SAlefoldl e
gl alel NUHA 2.5 ol T AT 38 Fiawra 318 gl gehr o 3R 58 ol 17 o™ & 31f&e & 3qag
Pl & IMT H T W,mﬂﬁmaﬂﬁrﬁ-ﬁg‘él

TE THT § F THR YguUT § g5 Aldl & 50 heled § A o @, dfehel sHA AN IS 8 oo G
FX TR foh G # 1Y YeuOT fAaTel T ofdl S @l g1 Jg 8 Aeol & FHAS S Fhhl & & 2022
el # AT arg FeuoT o 3R R & of forar ghem, #ifh fid dieT ast & g0 FHEAT & GA & faT
o 39T fhT €1 gl ITT| FHRT YAOT Ig & foh o1 el ool HAT &2 o 3eieh 6T U RE TGuoT
Tye H gl

dg AR AT AR ag FguoT T IR Il FHAEAT HT FATT T U1 A oy e fawwer €, e aar
feeel # A TIRY WA & IEHT JAET @ IAdT §| FHSA HideT § o6 59 Tg & e @ ey &
T § T e SR 9 WeuuT & UR Ul HT GHEl 3T e, a9 T sEehr @I & Fa A ag?
HIFA SR el o FANET T AT HIS ATold AgT AT, FhiTh Jfe ag Ther #1 g1 ST ar o1 arg Fqwor
T TURNY Ted g1 Aewir o7

Th od AT @ Ig ST A A @1 ¢ o 9y vquor & fAued & Sdd a9 e S1d 8, S9 g8 & 3ar
o &1 OHT FE ST §U ST foRAr S & R oo 1 fAaReT IR St fhAr ST EheT| $9E AL qem
A § o TR 3R 3oTeht FeuoT U TSiflEr |idAt & AWHA o WY Sigdiell g gar i o dfeteh
o R 7€ 3R 9 T 99 Heohe & HATUS FT @ o FA &

faseaT 95 ¢ & @it ¢ &1 gE&aai o Yeuor § fAues & Hgreh wgl oo °T 6T &1 Pol Ao 2@ o
B @IS oA gl ¥ & ¥ AR T arg UGNl ToTeilicieh STomRifed & ®el & A A OF A
G TaBelar T gl SHTT A6 T §, Fiieh AT STeldl 36 Hhe d TG GEdr g1 Ig o«
€, SI9 g YeNUT 3TH AT &1 Agd & AU U a3 Hhe & &7 A IHT 3771 B

IiE T STAdT arg FGWOT T 9 Siidel & fIT I AT A3 H Sialeeg S & e afsrar =t
gl ar MEA-ULMET & TR R 34T & feoms sy et w@aft, St armeel & st o1 W@ &1 i I8 §
fo g Xos sHS are o aTcl S W & 1o arg wquor <er 1 qeaArel 7 8 HROT 9 T &
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Wl HT FAEAT HT FHAT &

Ireome Ay, FRS FAY ( d@H Wgdseey A FAM AT FRAAFA JR FEbFEA gq@ & A
o7& forst AR §)

30 URA H Bl o AIAY IAlell Wl STelled FHr
A YE 8 gl g1 A AT ast F F$ 39 fhe
AT ATfh YeNUT Selel dlel $H delel T PR oM
ST "ah| 38 SRl BAA I gaud AT &
fAaqor @ e 9 Sud aRASABT 1 FEdeT
el HR STHET o T S @A fRU AT sHS
didsle 3Meh STemit 3R cgaeunTd wWifddl &
eI S FhETAl & I Qe YeUe & agd AT
e I§ 0| granifeh ORTell STellA qTold-lclo'il oI
T ST F& AN T GHG T dTell gict & Afehed FHAI AEATIH ToTg T T Feh &1 TURM FATETA ToATA
forar ST @eRar gl

feeell & gar 1 J[UTadT A Tl T Fariordl TSl Huie eed & Hofes g¥ a¥ & 20 fe=t =
SIS I STellel T 1A TWH GBIl § 380 FAT ool & dua 2.5 wewor & 15-30 Hredr dr Ferely
gt 1 IfF TE BT & TG 3cUeeT Blel aTel YGNUT & HRUT 81T § ST Gond 3R ghamom 7 gaAfeaa
YA AT SR g O HgAET T Ao @ E TS Uiyl &7 H gar v qoraar A GUR g Hehell ¢

3T el ATl deh HIF T FhU ST A ST g3 37eFgel AR AidsR o o oar Arglel fAer @helr &
ST WGNUT S gl a¥ 2028 e Il 3Urhl I el Wrell Siefll & Algd & A 2.5 & AdT 14
FrgshIaTA Sfd ot HieT @1 FHA 3wl 3 FdR & AfWUFIA Fguor & & 7 qg HAr 40 ASwramA 9
el HIEY doh & Thdl gl 3607 & folv ¢ o sider 2024 H feeel # itada Afdsd e 2.5 &I TR
230 ASHIAH Yfd b7 Hlex AT

FIY Ugel, Y I HTeleT arell ANl o Jgek Taeel & [T shees graRer dei (Hvwdn) # gur fmar
ST AIRT| goie 3R RO & o WY @ @ ¥ 3 Al €, S dquifae §9 & T IR-araAdr
Ul & Wl Al Ha] Il & o gAded §1 T off, dioady J o $r cgaear cgaieyd 3R 3aReelt
g, forgs FRUT Ig IaTAT Hhad 40 Frady #AfEr F Ty & F1EH WY & ST, gATR0T 3R FoT aRue
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(ASSsecy) & Th BITAAT HEATA & HJAR, W H & el YU oA ard Golld & Shdel 15 HIer
frareT & Aot @ R fr @ie o &1 srenife dvl i F e 80 hradr afeust W Aerdr §,
Jdfere ol &7 O R 9 W & AT 3% &Y Ao & gATeq &85 & F1F Far o™ gl

3eTe]0T & foav Ffewsy & dgd 48,000 ¥9F #H Wlier T YR ST 1 VR 3T 91T FTell a0 g Al
100 T3 (40 o) ST & AU fRUT oX & ST 9 St 3R oHId gl glal ¢l 39 a¥ T
WHRT H H$ I3 FUR FA AU 30T & v &7 divaed gkt g @t & fav w7 4 w7 40
BFCI STHIT W HH FLEAT ST G| Iog e 3R Toly FF 99 & 3oaid [T ST Aasd
U W Uh Y AT ART Aifeh FMaAT Y 3raer gor & g fohar S @ |

g% ATARTFd, TIHRT Hl 5 dhal & folv AMAT F TWREAE W ddheiieh] JIAGTOT I JrAfHSHdT el arfge
arfer w7 & TaT & T d¢ T a92026 dF, WHR H ANA afcasr A HF R & Bomsa Far
BT dlfer 37 T &l Felolel HH HGIIAAT &1 ST Feb Sl #FeTcdd daT o8l Sl QT A &

@, goitd 3R RO & HY fqemit i Sefell TR R FA FE AT AR G HGAY yeerd § 53
gt @ AT aeu| v Fye yafed § fF 3R Jfie &1 seaarer fohar s ar diel &1 g g
3R 39St A et TR Fe WAR A S AT DIRCA gRETeT rAc SR fHv § 3 gorfan
gfd I ATATAT HUT 2.06 I3 T Fr A gfAetor 3R gt & forw smafea fre smoer)

g UMY U @RI 30 a¥ WTell I8l & ol Tafed TemRET 500 FUS 9T & had 0.5 BIAGT & IR
gl TSl A 3 ATl BHe 37aRY Yete (MIHRTA) doic &1 5 FAd de WEfas goer, fer ik
AR (3esd) afafafel & fou afed wem @iiRul s Wl # gedld, Hafdd gy i dhfoee 3R
ANTT §ad o JATOT i gl darfgu]

MR, A G FA 30 BEE U F AN H YA TFE-HE R B F v gAaedr @ iR
MY @3t HT Aol § e fohar Siem =iige| vew-die fAftet & wae 3@st #1339 Jieafas
IR # $UeT & ® A I IIRPNE IR TR 3ed & fAU ded AT & & A AT Srar g, a
g et o fAe &1 3eeXvr & fov, gorre  vag-dig afeat & aregw § 59.6 a@ Afew T had
379ANT & YEYA P ofeT I@T AT, oAfched 2023 doh 3T & FI hdel 60 HIECT &THAT & gIier HhI T Tehr
|

WA 2025 d& e H ST 70 FUFs IR GIAT AT ISfer s a8 A 397 & hadl 6 g alfeld
| 1T H W A FeNF 39N 7 FoEr & F v e FAeat garr i deaea i S
& SIaolE, o&d QX Al g UIT §1 FHHT HET FROT IRNAN AT At Y 3z7 aerd, gdied de&ar 7 Jo
AMAT T Hall, STSROT AT HI HeITelstrdl, AT H@or F 53 qAed HEMERT H FHar 3R FHerer wd
T FT AT gl
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ary IOTET FeEe AN & AT & @R, AsAT H 38 ¥ U H Wiell IJURT FFH & v g7
Glsl AT T AT AR T Fod AURor q@ #em wiiRe st aR@sT= 1 saaud & fav cgaeiis &,
g g At 1 3T e gARYT Y| 2026 T, AeT Fofl [dhd TSIfddl I SIAE HSROT &
feRmr-fARit &l AlThIhd AT TRT ATfeh FJhdreT 3R 3T F1 & WA A A fhar S dh|

IR A Forz I T ¥ uied fRPaa Sifde @i 3R TR S 38R 3aael & for SeR
faerrer feoham ST drfeh Sofehl TET 3UANET FARHT fhaT ST| BaAes @ie 3N T—ER & 393 & fded &
diveh dedl T FHSY el & TU @@ SRl & ARTd FEr s 3R &4t $r fadr Pwar &
T 3maes g1 & & F 3RS (IhEfas, sifasw ar @A) Faaer ey, 1985 # @YU T wiHcs
@le & v JurEdr #ew @UiRa e 7w g, dfha dg @R 7 3l 0 TEER & U A
frgEeT S @ A g

dREER @ 91od NATH F1eeT shise S ARG ART & AR AR fFaEl & dT Jv Jod did @i
ST Hehcl g1 a92027 o, EIHRT & Ao Y faeafdearert ar der &am @i f& 9 ffvaa @ ik
SEER & faU 3uAneT d@eEr fGenfader (AET, JEk AR faftEn) R w) sads @y g e gAw,
aisha IIAGTOT 3R @ TR 9 GA&T0N 6T IHGeTHdT § difeh fhdraAl 1 #R1AT Serr 31 Jah |

39Tl SIS TF &, TSl Bl HleT Sl WTell A Pel W &I ST AT, T fow e @l st &
dcolld TaeTqd gl I A Meurard drell YT I ThEAT o GR 126 31T I Sar ¢l fhar ST el
g, St SIET 3YANT AT S drell AR S SFTA-GId dTell GAT 44 F Jelell H dgcR faheT &

TET 44 9fd georeTT o@eN a1 ol JHTARFd Wrell 3ctoed el &, [ Gd AT STellel Sl FHAEAT deal gl
2023 H UE & IR-GEAN Wl A IR 126 A BFEAGRT 38 HrEEr T a¥ 2026 doh, shg TIHR &l
gfd s o T H WAT 9T e AT, S el TR W Heu-3afe arer e $r 3iaa 399 &
ST gl SHA TAT 44 T HYOT TN, Fifeh 38 AAREFT 391 &l TSR @RT TEr g1 AWM Ig
TRTETS &7 @ §HT g, Fith TIHR Tgel & Wiehleol TG Tihdl & T i Rebis @l Thiche T el
gl

3T AT ast & T e e 3k gffa ffe o o arer A9 3gas & o Aifa-Aamarnt,
framer, 3eaer 3R darftre FruEr & S @gder fr maRTedr gl

6



