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New dawn

Peace in West Asia hinges on resolution of Palestine issue
Editorial

While addressing the Knesset, the Israeli Parliament, U.S. President Donald Trump declared that the
ceasefire agreement between Hamas and Israel, which he had helped broker, marked “the historical
dawn of the new Middle East”. In Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, Arab and Muslim leaders joined him in praising
his 20-point peace plan. While all sides hailed Mr. Trump’s role as a peacemaker, the declaration of a new
era of peace in West Asia, claiming to end a “3,000-year-old” conflict, glosses over deep and enduring
complexities. The Gaza ceasefire, which appears to be holding with Hamas and Israel releasing hostages
and prisoners, is undoubtedly a relief for Palestinians and hostage families. But the greater challenge lies
in implementing the next phase, let alone building “a new Middle East”. A notable outcome of the Sharm
el-Sheikh summit was the joint declaration by Egypt, Qatar, Tiirkiye and the U.S., also calling for the
safeguarding of the fundamental rights of Palestinians and Israelis. It recognised the region’s historical
and spiritual significance to multiple faiths, and committed signatories to dismantling extremism and
radicalisation. But the declaration was silent on more contentious issues — Hamas’s disarmament, one of
the central objectives of the Trump plan, or of Israel’s continuing military presence in Gaza.

Mr. Trump later claimed that Hamas had promised to disarm, warning that “If they don’t disarm, we will
disarm them.., perhaps violently”. But Israel, despite its two years in Gaza, has still failed to disarm
Hamas. How then does Mr. Trump plan to disarm them? He also claimed that the Iran threat had been
neutralised, and urged more Arab countries to join the Abraham Accords. While Iran’s regional influence
has been dented, it remains an influential regional player. Hezbollah, despite military setbacks, continues
to be a powerful socio-political actor within Lebanon, and U.S.-led attempts to disarm the Shia group have
gone nowhere. In Yemen, despite relentless Saudi, American, British and Israeli bombing campaigns, the
Houthis, another Iranian ally, still control key population centres, including Sana’a. Moreover, Arab
countries now have growing security concerns about Israel, particularly after its bombing of Qatar in
September. Against this background, Mr. Trump’s sweeping claims of regional peace ring hollow. What he
should prioritise instead is ensuring that the Gaza ceasefire holds. The next step should be forcing Hamas
to give up power in the enclave while pressing Israel to withdraw. Once peace is consolidated and
reconstruction begins, the U.S., with its Arab and European allies, should work towards a practical road
map for the establishment of a Palestinian state. Unless the Palestine question is resolved and the Israeli
occupation ends, grand declarations about remaking the region will remain little more than empty
rhetoric.
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T & SART g Toh T P a8 F T hT S 37T ga7 g

Date: 17-10-25

TATRHAT T AT JauT @ gAR AR
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ydor slerer, ( d@ee 3T G 35T )

Al & feeT AT T & Th ALY A ool TeAH d S IEAT e arel W@l e e
M e 1 aIg? AT Efthen | g o gX gog IRaAH T Al a1l arel 3egaieyd Aee H daod
ST &1 Blel T 37TaTel, YU & dael AR FeTeee- I I A v W °sh 1 A 07 ad €, 59 g
QAT Siael A forar g1 cd fheltefiel 7 gt a7 &%l # ar-al u¢ oFlel, HHAW Ol ATdh delrd
IR FRAY 3cuTesar, #IR Sarecdr fhar i F8T

3R §H 8 U Hdollieh TIRLT Tohe & §I & 4@, dl ARG FT FRAS I | ATl HI STH el
Igfaer 78 §, IF AR ANAE w@eed & fou i o Jeaets 8 7R WER 3R FA, A 58
TAAT & ®T H TSR F o1 §, SATAC $H Hehe &I 3@l &1 Sl gl grelileh, 36 WHEAT &M
AT [AHrele &1 [9ae AR 91 8, AR §A 3T 3UINT & g1 X @& g! AR ST aedrT
(3MS3IMSE) SiFa & MUKANT & 8T & & TH AT Alsad Apad Far g oy v &gor
TIMREH I HAIA T AT S Fehcl | Tg HAisel 'g- 9o Acad #Hisel Fgolral &l Uh WA, W
THTERMeN kT, fSad argel yarg @l GAs 3R eqhiad fFar ST dhar g1 & S A1 '@ el &
99l Ig AlSe sohl &l a1 HET fGam3d & dicar § 3R 3o g agel & yaig 1 faResoT el gl
SHY HH HYIET HAMT H & T FHST S Feohdl § [ HieT AT AT A AT STedl T g s 4
GcH T Fhell &l

GAR HEIRT ! VAT STeT MR dATfeleh ollell T dge T &1 §leh R e 3R Sihes g it
e & MY Tehellehl HEUET & AU AR AT HT Féh Lfther AlSel TIR ALl =MMEU| 3 Ieqerd &
3MUR W Efher g0 HATAT ST e, H AYAT 3R ol el €1 glam| J&aTH T 3&TeXoT AFa g
IgT arar &, JfheT gumeleTa fEoiee et &1 forgrem 3T o S v gEEar der gy B & gEEr 9g ©
fop IR e, Shvadiv, TaATaUwsTs, @mmgﬁﬁ, Tl A [SFACRl U@y & T Bl U
¢Thep Q9T WIS & AT, dl IS Adl SIdT o 38 8l Pld HW@M ? SATH T & dolg &l Ygell dolg ol
T8 § & &/ Aegadliy cafed &1 A9 THYd §, Aheiieieh URdee SAei| I3, §AR TeT HASIwlsh
qRageT I gl dga WU g1 T gAR el # 9 giifad aeen & gsdh =@is &Y & Sl 81 37 W
RveTer G-, Siel Rl @ eary $T IEfATT & 787 THS Sl FAS3NaR Toh SIH §of Il &, al
GERT S 500 #HeX M §¢ AT B

§AR HEIR geAfdichl & Tdeh of Hehol ¢ Thelels T TSIl gafliehl & Aol 2024 # =g Hsh geieal
#eg a1 e Repls s=mar| ar fohdy Faer & e g3, sfes Ig gaatad gunt w1 aRoma o)
TR YA o dgl T WAT F FaY Hr| 3T T 3% st & afq dar 30 rareex ufa ger a $ir
8, Torad gHea3l & faar iR Fen, ael ge | F9-FA Hidies, guiEd Ol 3R agar yere
ATy o Ygor AT g Asfha aRT &7 W HT | Aol IRdesd, ABfhd o 3R Yo geer &r
grausit & ady Fae R man sed et sRi ) @eRar vé wed e qfafder @ v giiEd
grsfder TEpfa el
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STH T HAET ¥ SETe alel AR dATH el A IEfhRTe sefosia (w3ns) w 3muiRa ffeerer Bwes
qQefor & AT SIS ST F - Alse’ SEAAT FRAT ST Hevell § ool I6TmEe 3 A aifdhar St
FT Tl T&T ¥ 81 S I 3T g & HeH 81 31T S1ua), b gaEar fBed =i W&l




