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Elephants Are Losing

A DNA-based census confirms that India is not doing right either by the creature or its
own heritage

TOI Editorials

That India is symbolically associated with the elephant (as US is with the eagle and China with the
dragon) says something about its place in our civilisation and imagination. As the new Status of Elephants
in India report reminds at its start, these majestic creatures are revered in connection with Lakshmi,
Ganesha, Buddha...and killing an elephant was punishable with death in the early Mauryan period...and
so on. Not every country is blessed with such a rich heritage of coexistence, compassion and worship in
relation to animals. But are we living up to it? Not at all.

The new 2021-25 estimate of India’s Asian elephant population is 22,446, down 19% since the 2007
estimate. Yes, the use of the DNAbased mark-recapture technology this time means the data are not
totally comparable, even as it provides a much more reliable baseline for future monitoring. Also yes, the
report is crystal clear and detailed that India is disrespecting and hurting elephants today, across the
country . For example, the once-contiguous elephant population in Western Ghats continues to be rapidly
disconnected by factors like changing land use and mushrooming developmental projects. Such
fragmentation is acute in the Northeast, which holds the second largest elephant population of India.

Across the planet, the last century has seen humanity quadruple its number while African elephants have
lost nearly 90% of theirs and Asian ones 70%. Even modern notions of compassion are all screwed up.
For example, tourists feel good about themselves when they support so-called elephant sanctuaries. Hey,
let’s bathe with a baby elephant, they looove the water after all. But when that baby has to stay in the
water all day, pulled away from her own family to entertain one set of strangers after another, that’s
severe exploitation of a sentient being. This intelligent animal belongs in the wild. Any domestication is
the result of a long list of cruelties. And it will remember each of these, given its extraordinary memory.
We put the elephant in a lot of our stories. But it is not known with certainty what she thinks of us. Going
by our modern track record, she likely finds us disgusting.
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Google Search Finds Vizag, More to Follow
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Excellent call-out for global tech capital
ET Editorials

When aspirations turn into something more solid and palpable, it's worth cracking open the bubbly. In a
move that signals both strategic foresight and geopolitical recalibration, Google has announced a $10 bn
(about 87,000 cr) investment over 2028-32 to build a GW-scale Al data centre in Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh — its largest overseas commitment to date. Apart from the standalone good news, this
move provides a much-needed advert for other members of Big, and even Not-So-Big-Yet, Tech to set up
tent and shop in India. It's also extra big deal because despite Trump tariffs and other geopolitical
ruptures, this is one area — data centres in India — where MNCs are putting their money where their
momentum is.

The Vizag facility, to be developed in partnership with AdaniConneX and Airtel, not only highlights what
private partnerships can entail but also provides a template of state governments — in this case, Andhra
Pradesh — making big play. The Vizag data centre plans to serve as a cornerstone of Google’s global Al
infra, integrating RE, subsea cable networks and advanced compute capacity. For India, this is more than
a marquee investment. It is a digital calling card. It offers a compelling narrative: a stable democracy with
a vast talent pool, rising digital consumption and a government — central and states — eager to court
global capital.

MNCs, particularly in tech and finance, are reassessing their GCCs amid shifting regulatory landscapes
and cost pressures. India already hosts over 1,500 GCCs. Google’s investment could catalyse a new tier of
strategic hubs — ones that go beyond back-office support to drive innovation, Al development and cloud
infrastructure. It is a signal that India is not merely a cost-effective alternative but a destination for
frontier technology. If executed well, Vizag could well become the Shenzhen of India’s digital economy, a
coastal crucible of Al, cloud and connectivity. For Big Tech, the message is clear: India is open for
business, and the future may well be coded in Telugu.
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Refugees and infiltrators

India needs a refugee policy document that is non-discriminatory
Editorial
Union Home Minister Amit Shah has rightly stressed the need to make a distinction between refugees and

infiltrators. Though valid, the problem lies in the application of objective parameters by those in power to
make a distinction. Even where proper policy and a legal framework exist, issues may arise. Also at play is
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the level of official understanding. In India, which is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention on the
Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol, there is no comprehensive single law defining who a refugee is,
leaving scope for arbitrary action. Till the end of March 2025, apart from the Citizenship Act 1955 and the
Passports Act 1967, three laws (the Foreigners Act, 1946, the Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 and
the Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920) were applied to deal with foreign nationals, including refuge
seekers. From April, the Immigration and Foreigners Act replaced the three pre-Independence laws and
subsumed the Immigration (Carriers’ Liability) Act, 2000. While this streamlined the legal framework,
the absence of a refugee policy document has also led to different yardsticks for the refugee community
in India. While there was a rehabilitation policy in 2014 for about 63,000 Tibetan refugees, there is no
such document for the nearly 90,000 Sri Lankan Tamils. At the end of June 2023, the population of
refugees or persons of concern in India was over 2.11 lakh (also counting those from Myanmar,
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Africa and West Asia). Any undocumented or overstaying refugee is regarded as
an illegal migrant (Citizenship Act). He can also be called an infiltrator. Thus, genuine and harmless
refugees risk facing harassment.

Even though the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 was aimed at providing citizenship to six religious
minorities belonging to Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan, it drew sharp criticism as it discriminated
on the lines of religion and left out sections of Muslims, and also Sri Lankan Tamils and the Rohingya,
both minorities in their countries. But in a notification last month, undocumented or overstaying Tamil
refugees, who have registered themselves with the authorities, were granted exemption from penal
provisions of the Immigration and Foreigners Act, provided they took shelter in India on or before
January 9, 2015. Other groups too have been covered. Still, there is no change when it comes to the recent
trend of religion-based exclusions. There is nothing fundamentally wrong with the approach of discreet
humanitarian relief to refugees in general but this has to be backed by consistent, rational and fair
treatment for all.

FIT UHTS g7 P AFT A+ & AT T1eT?

UG
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3TUAH R GaRT AN & ORTENROT & fawg oX &1 a8 feoqolt o 5@ He & weh R v ==l
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feheT ORI AT & Hlefed & GEUAIT AT Aehel & ToIT W HIS cFaeAT G ¢
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3R dieels #MT o RaATera T A, S ﬁﬁgﬂ\(vq Iihfdeh TETEAT I T q§u|e4| ARG
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7



&
EF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (16-Oct-25)

aifes feaTera arfddl o guam e @& S0 ¢ & aedl, R & ar & e v sregas Rae &
qrelel gl 3uer ganfad & & deheiid Ud 3 ST & eI aarar omv 3R 3udhr Rae
AIdifeh g1 5T 1Y & A fFmeT e@nrr &7 S W Aaafaar @ aHRar & foar ael Ifg 3 R
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9GTel I TARTehd g1 THH Y & HIV WG ST HT gl dlel Jhdlel HT HIATAST 3TRES S8 GATT
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