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Correct This Ongoing Himalayan Blunder
ET Editorial

Monsoon 2025 has unleashed destruction across
several states, with West Bengal bearing the latest
brunt. In the past few days, devastating landslides and
raging floods have struck Darjeeling, Kalimpong and
Jalpaiguri districts in north Bengal, claiming at least
28 lives and displacing thousands. Concerns are
mounting as Bhutan’s Tala hydropower dam started
overflowing on Oct 5, raising the risk of further
flooding and putting additional pressure on already
strained emergency services.

Floods in Bengal are a symptom of a broader
Himalayan crisis. Heavy rains had already wreaked havoc in Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Assam.
Climate change is a major driver of this rising destruction, but it’s not the whole story. Human greed —
unchecked, unplanned and flimsy construction of homes, highways and hotels along rivers, streams and fragile
hill slopes — has amplified the disaster. The solution is a complete overhaul of planning systems and building
codes for the Himalayan region, strict limits on tourism, and a resilience plan for communities living in these
ecologically-sensitive areas.

This is not just a local necessity but a national one — most of these regions are sensitive border areas. As
former Indian Navy commander Kapil Narula noted in his 2016 CLAWS (Centre for Land Warfare Studies)
Journal article, ‘Integrating Risks and Impact of Climate Change in India’s Military Strategy’, climate change
disrupts infra indiscriminately, undermining defence preparedness, while inflicting heavy economic losses and
threatening long-term social stability. This Himalayan crisis demands urgent, coordinated action before the next
monsoon turns even more catastrophic. Without a unified resilience plan, India risks human and strategic
disaster.
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ST & 20-FAT JeUfaRTA ATl HT a9 YAUH § U Fhar 131 & 3R Tg ag1 & el & faw Sgaly &t
arel HAT §1 Fg IS & YAGHIT, St HT argdll AR 38 ey H FACT A T o AT ool g,
et e & Ao # S & B

AfheT 3T TISTAT T 3ThVS HWT & NS Tk IEY TATAT g1 I§ WRIEWR A & FollT garRm 9 3meniRa
gl JoleaT FEl T THIN, HEAN 3N fATUTST & daE g goh S & ol Al olmeTer dig o
Feufas T & gl

S8 ATl HT T &l FAST UIod g, T8 RISl o FHDT TNT 6l g1 T§ o1 Jeufaud & aie I
& fad=diator AR T IARA T & TEd 3Hh GAHAIOT T G Il g1 ARG o1 HF v 2aifd
a8 & gy # grem, fowd adsdy gftaar anfaer gl afds fGeraea g & & sadd gua arffe wgh
gram|

Y H SHHT FAFRTE MG b o6l GReT H §ATH Hl AT 3TH 98 Th desd fhfareder
Al 1 TUTfid e 3R @rel @ afaed 2ot & U6 @ 7 &1 &1 GAATT S g1 Tg Al FAESAA
T ST T Solag Aol ST 9T gl

S Alotell I I3 WHAT FATE & SIgsia S W ¢l 38 Teh Al Wifold Afedd & &9 & S@r S @l
g, S a8 Yerelsh & IS gl Sedl| Afeher 3fagra arame & 6 fAuRURe e w wel wg #CA| gaAE
fat v fAfaRar @ & 78 T e FHAITSHISAAS Aead §, S e difeat g her g3 &l
SHH FIS AP el [ Tg T ATdhdiel TadsT Y g, Afhad e T Toeifa 3R @ J sadr o9 gl
gl

g FoUsdl HlaT foh 2l & OV & dIc Ig TawoT F AR et Qe g STuen- EEEdmel gl I
Ig & % A WOEfas §9 @ O JeufaRA TR & Hehdl 8, offhed I8 30 Tgd HT 39T e &
IS Bl 3R GAHATT & T |

TaameamT, 3mear 3R ggaret @ IRA Hicleld Ukl & e T80 Usd; 9 39 fov 7S fASRN deerd &
SIS dF MG & o Tellg STel dTell dis oY A1tell AT & TF IN-3JAEGT ATFd H ol & forw
TSTelifdleh TOF HedT wAgT AU, ISl Teh ST Wl §=11 @]

ST TIololl HT 91T I@ arell $r faead@eiaar 8t 3 & AR g1 ¢FT Fl d o9 ar g o eifa Fis
Ad-goT Fr et @l Imem HA Ay 3R F-3geudc W 3ART AR Th AT AT FF 3R Te ke
ARETSTAT SATET ST &1 FAT $el SAfeel HEY ol FHSIAT A IROTAT 6T T AN F Gl AT ST Fhell
g2

SHS 37eTTal, TFY T YUA TN 3leTeh faRard 8 §UT el arell g1 319el Usgafd driehrel & aNe IR-a)
JUeT T Jagelell el o oG T I 3 FEAT § TR, &M IR R Hr 3Ffe i &1 T gue
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I g AT TATAT & AT AJed A - ST & 30 Al 3R aelled grscd H Ty <o & fham or-
& SOl Ueh 7 Aifd S FA Faarar ATT?

u?mmﬁagﬁﬂmaﬁaﬂ?ﬁ%,aaﬁsdus«ﬁsdmH‘e?fm?-ﬁlWﬁgﬁl’ﬂ%ﬂ@fm
T AR ¥ JH aell, e a8 g o iR senfa wem swd 38 5w gfkr woder @
HRR AT Sar g1 1S o oI "ear e # B & goNigel Bisil & gads o1 Jeuiawre @
Tuffid = #1 3ifacT Ry & aFdr g1 a8 30 a1d HI FS ITIRCT 6l § fh SRS Tgel gHT oAar
S|

ISt & FHGRT &1 b § 6 g ¢ & TIR AT oAsiiidd H Hebell gl STdich ghiehd Ig ¢ [ I8
3 33 IEd H ST ¢Ilf| IS I Teh SFaAlshics TR & 37T i 3R dTc d& &7 FIHFST Js@sd
Reforedislr Trieor 1 dive I8 fhfaeds & e & deurg &0 &t

afRegw TRRT # Aifa 3eRE, sovsd 3R Fo @rEr UeidAr F @AT-ARfERT arer Fow ¢ 8 e
HRA 3 SoNISS & WY 370e Aol Hatll, WEl # HAgcaqol Joil ARt 3T eifded & §9 7 ardr #
AT Bl FT gheR ¢l

IR 3/ AR A Todm AT, ar #ft 20-FA AT FT SideTehlel TFT YA 8§ SIIGT F61 g1 Fehl|
ifad & foIT EEAT3T & ST gidl 8, SATFdcal I wAgT| IS FHEAT GIeehifolh AT hI HFT Hm gl

3NN & FG1dT & HIETUTATG &Y T8l

adier 35, ( dEE Hieasd Rud wEse & ww §1 ¥ 39 @Ash REn §)

WEHR o gl & 7 Ig °on & § 6 Ig Tl § o AlNSd HA oo [dfdes] 3caal & ey Ul
e S FLEN| ARG F TE-3RET ST sTAAT TIETUMEIET 39T & §9 H A9 &9 A fohar Siar g1 sa%
QIY-AY 3T Yooh &, AMECHS Jfdee], FehRIcHs AT gl iR 37 397 8ft 39T o &1 gl &

$o faeg =R ool (Ssegdiz) & A & ey § T I IeATeled AT FA™T ST Hehel g 3k
il & fov faeg d& arge & AR @ g

St A A W@ § 98 § ARd qann AfFa fRar o @ RfadAr deef AElen 3R e @ o
AETSe FaT, Hig, NS 3R eR 397 d& g7 Do Y TIEI0T Y 3aThdT §, T Jehsl 3T 3cqrar
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T Tgel &1 AT o1 FoRAT ke T TRET0T E1flel & o 08 A g G § TH I YA FIAT M AR 9 T
for JMRAR Fa §3M? IR &F / FU Faol Thd &7

SHPT Th 3, ol a8 Aoy 3R ot §, a8 I8 & T O & 3r9ar oy afewdr 3R 3= @veor arer
3R el R W AT QAT &1 T 379G Fgd AN § 8 3cTeT 3R 3T W BT I & 3R
VSR ar Ereieprfoeh fafaior gefer 1 genfad axa & g & V&8 S dhael diel 3cdrel & ar
foremey o a8t oefl| g STl & o T@r Erdar g R arftiey HFeT & dgd AT dlel SuR 391
FAgIfaAcmeT (SSNEI3R) A ATSols, &, drsdle, GiaioT HIRAT, Aades AR deenger afgd =g oaf &
3cureenl @ o Sl ¥el gl 3WIFd U # TRE S HWEIUIcAS 33U Hislg ¢ 3R 3@ARepr, Fme
T X F@9 Afgd 3 fAhfdd St & 3cureent & g@A anfder far am=m g

G oeel #, HRCA AT 3N 306 @° AT § % 3¢ giaar o & 3curel @ AXETOr B HERgehar
gl S IR a7 TE FeT ST § & 3T AT & gt H FES el e AT T I AT Wr § 3R
$8%h Told HTH 3cUle &I ol A ol & WO H AR & e HT 5 Folt AT & Icureent & qur= &
JTALTRAT § ST FET dhell dhod AT W R &1 37 doh H H g Thdl g, oliched Jg o TEr ¢ 6 sIRa
qaaﬁzﬁﬂﬁagammam%‘lmaﬁug%ﬂSms‘fwmaTmﬁWaﬁﬁﬂ
BIEET 31TF AT| STH Solacliaidd, I, HAMAY 3R 3gR0T gar confEes 3nfe @ofr enfaer |

3T WHR & HHA Th THR GAEAT §: 98 Ig H4 dF K b et 3cuigl &1 darerm g 3R foheg 78172
39T R GHSTSY aTell &Y 3cUigeh TR ¥ AR fF a8 39 3Ad & TET0T Tav| s off Ifshy TR
T A dchlel EIETUT dTel shed 31wl a1 Y fRIhrard & St el | &R feaand Ig & T @iel awqgai &r
ST HE gR WAR dd STdih Ig T Fgl SIar § & g7 i TWPR & sl W aeard sgF X Thd|
$H TATAT 1 WA §U WHR & T 397em 9k fadheq gt & & a5 XA st & MR R AR
3Tl T ST Y| 3R §H THT X ¢ dl §H 3cdlal &l 3Mholed ARART Eld & TR W Al 0 &
ARUMA 3T AR Tl AR [AFATA3T & 3eTeher 8191 TUT TIETUT i 3eTeht AT & ga & |

YE ATl Ol & g W il & AWCES & Fohd ¢ ol THR A Ig dF Al H Hag A b fohed
3curel @l TRl & fonell &9 & ERefor fer S wifRy, 3R fheg e Qeh-clen, ArIE AR Yok & A,
3T T AT & SN AMGT? Teh HF ok THIF fScahlor g dh 29 foh 30 &1 faefedat fora
e, eRw ger Rr S, 3R sIRdr Fufaat & g8 Aok o fgar s fr 3 aRas s &t &1 3uANeT
Y AT el TG Uh AHUM-FATSEET TISCHIOT TE AT N o AT W U g Gideer o S,
9 &1 fafaaa a3 1 afa fear s, 3k @8l 3cureed aRa & & fohar STv| TR & g FHTET
fYepretar gram|

ggel dl T§ TdT AT e fF 31 ’dcuaedv & 3cure a4 & F¥ Auc W7 €2 &5 I8 & 39 a1d Hr
ware v e atem wifge & dafta <o & @y Ra & FFd R FHEsild § a1 9 fhdr & aeg
F HeET § IT 8T O 98 AT &, [ATaaE & I S 3T U 919 Ig & F I Fy FrRomgr fed
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&M & 3cUlesh HRA A ST aX @ &, dr 9 AR ot A off tar e @ ggfy W@ gienl safaT R
H PS5 Y TIEIUIcA® HeH 306 & Ugel 3 3carg AT & 3T & sig & fav RAffaa frar smer
Bl

GERT, Ste #T 3T ST @ &1 HT AWT 36T §, BN A Ugel 3cUGl & IYAEhI3T & oIl il
AT 3R AT 9 b FA el MMBT 59 deh foh RGOS hed dF =Agl 8 S| HIETOT Ueh g HT
e = § 3R A0 & & ugel WHR T Tl Scureenl IR ITAETHRAINT F TR AT AT
BUR

AU, TIHR P 3TARTRAT FT & 397 & JI9 T AMRT ¥ g8 3cueal ol FHar gl 0 F forddy of
TRETUTAET 3UTT I T&d IR gl 1T f 98 3cureant 3R 3uaARrehai3it o a1 318X Sieidr gl

TtaT, GIETOTcHS el T AT Ig Y SdTwer fF g A § T TIETOT TR W FIRar & 3 o
S g1 g fAeRar R & Qo gefr W 3T Sreldl &1 0 & Y wig a[uradn fAhEer e &,
AT & 38 ook eX T -3 3ury, O |l Ut B U FAGSA Haf g =nfRel

Fol fAeRY, IR & fafAaTor & o WeRT &4 3R Ferar &f & #3 alih &1 U alehl § O Tl H
dgel e, GERT § FieHs! YeTel el, iRl § SUUR kel T Gishar &l TRl T, AR Toh 31w qdenr
& ERETUTATE U] ST Wl U o -3 wre R FhArT §

3cUle H 3T Wedlget Aol Teh JohR H Afewst § foIaeh 3evT 3ciied & YAl H 3 drell THEAT
F Sd FET g, Fifh 98 YA 9T 3TET T dEd HH gar ¢l I Te 3fdse gEer @1 R[fdse
AT | YO el & RN ¥ 3 FURT 1 36T TR AT Yihdl &I &l Sollelr a7 I 8
faferse Freamsit & fov afera Famer= ¢ «ifehe Tavrare O =6l g1 T8 T @Rl B gEl A HAd |
oS GEATT §, JTAEatl drehdl Y e AT &, fAeRar der ar &, AR 3T GG Sl I IeteAen
gaTd 1 gral &l §| ATV, TRETUIGIET 3UTE 1 39T Sgd Aaureh & fHar sar aifgu] i & Scarey
& URAT H §1g 3TeT 6T TAFN 3 AR & T UF AfFAmel AIA g ST & S 39 Tardt fgar & fow
TYETOT e 81 TRl AR &I T Be] dlehal A 3cell &1 Hclehal H Tl 1T foicell Hcehel &
ag e 3cUel & IR F T4 B

/W=
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TH AHipSaeT TIRTRITAT
e

W ARA A Taerl F9 AT iR Yhfoier sAansi & fow gfden
gl fahfld #a & @Eradr & AU SInedr saeeay H FAr
Yefiersarey FANTRITAT T AT & A & ST Jelihsaey o
gaT3il I 3T - IeThel PRI F ofF Fh AF 34 33T 3R
feotrgeT 31 ST wge H wgrar &M TE AT SIS A
& Gtz ITaU AR el A & Fg & T H wUitd
FANRAIT gl oreh 3N Faer WAk 7 s 3= dsorg
o gl & H MSIHSE faivak H FAT AAchsael TIERITAT Y
TUIYAT Y FHoll &1 §1 380 IRASTAT T THUNTATS! Alslell & Tocd
Y vered H Sl 5§ ARG B AT ot 4.95
S TUF gl AT QeAhsF ofd AT Pl ICAET-3Thel DA
YT leh IR & faermer gfdsm qer & Terere al|

g o IMSHTSE aeieay T Yellehsered ITHUTA 3R Hierer faehrd & g & &9 F TUfd wwl| I§ o
W AT HA Ta g arell =9 AAor R YfSer sl & fau gfasmsit @ [Aefdd #&@ 7 wgr
HIN| Tg AS AT ‘A o7 331 3R 'BAST 3 sf3ar ugal & 3R sorar M g RT & A A
Jod THIhSFCX SHITALCH o fol¥ 3R &l A HWEN| R dRges g Bemsa gfdenst &1 20 gfaea
feear I@ar g1 ¢¥ X & 295 faeafacarerdl & o 36T a1 3Uelstl AT AT AdlddH ST 3TRIUIN
T 3TAT X W &l 20 AT F 28 BHEl garT fBomea fhr av 9 vawive Agrel & yefia fFe o
BIMEIEE Haaeax & Fh? M A g & F W AMhsFr A & dgd A GHEsa
aRASABT & faT FAolr e B s @ v RAfowla @eiss 3R AT afdss & o o
TS g &1 qEl 3eold 38 T IRSer g F1 IMSIES gl F uge ¥ & fAfowla weiss
U T FAAMEAR $g ¢l FH A5 TAERICT § HisEr Follaed Fawsd & gefr grel sq8 ora A
YefiehsFey 3T A FgdleT &t & fv g v fasre gRauw gred grefl, 7 diesael od & ar
Hsg yrarfad wAeRmer § diesaer ufemor, fBemsa 3R @aor & v smaeas 3uawor 3k direaw®
39CIeY] g1 | 3UHON T IHTAIAT AT 4.6 F13 F0 3R AredaR HT alrerd 35 o T §
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ITAhATE & fad 9IYOT T HeAlsT H SR Th [T H GeAdT g3 & o FH 8 A & Wifereedol aRATAT e
A FAET T o dermar Fa W g1 2025 3THT HE FAsldliegdl U8 RINTC BEArdr REw &
Al AH @ TN 3@ e H T TAYM Fegl & AW QU A0 §, 3T Y Hed - dea Wrerdl
ST R STl W g $hs-8 A §1 Tar 1 a1 Tg & b T ForoeT IN- oy 3R
ATy afafafdl & AT oa a1 a0 3FF 3T FYS P F H FEAATT HA 81 3H IUC F Fadqe @
gl @ % ool & 31 aral H g giar @ @ § & warsr # @ifowds aad® deq faar ds-ds &
R foely arfafaftar sy W gu &1 ¥E IS geell T A § S 3@ @l & 9T Gerd e g
SOY ggel 3ferar Hr gihar Toidr & o 1980 & ik A SR 379l Teh 9 A gorrar fhar ar & wasr
H Toeiifae & & IRd foe AT 1 A Gifoedell RARIAT gaRT ARd & 9ad H Giferedie
ATH ¥ TIAT TS S & e A TPl HT FEAAT HIA BT HINA & Tgd 3T G AT| 3 G
FET TWHR @ M TH e IR $ FIH T Fas 715 A F wFafdat o anfdear &1 aver e fo=r
€1 EX3Eel, RAYA oo, TS gAd, oogodl S Hi¥erd Tiree ot enfAer €, 3raeh sfafafeat & faw
el SJelel & U A gUhs U &1 dfher dF & goudler, TheeIhidl & EAATT & Hellar T HaroH
Tl fod affd Afaadl 3R sRiwdAT & off dY oo X g IS A NS A Wl gAd 3R AR
TSN TGaAT T GEIAleT af I & &, Tl a% 6 RS afafafedt § o aa Jerd §1 e
w%ﬁ@mmﬁﬁmﬁaaﬁﬁmﬁéﬂmﬁwﬁwﬂﬁ@%l 3TledT, HeAtsT A
39 @iferearen @rear & foav #Ahie Fufa safav § 6 agi ey # oy g91 fowar @@ & §, S
WEHR ol # Ageaqul HfAST AT &1 ST TP o oA AT 9T 1 Ser foh R S8 o
¥ 39 Tl & oIS O B gg TH S GgA g
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