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Labour of care

Women who facilitate rural health care should get better wages

Editorial

For decades, the women who serve as Anshakalin Stri
. Parichars (ASPs) in Maharashtra have been performing
. some of the hardest, yet least acknowledged, labour in the

rural health system. For a wide breadth of responsibility,

their monthly wage has stagnated at 33,000 since 2016,

decades behind inflation. They also lack job security,

pensions, safety gear and travel allowance. In 2023, a

labour court in Nagpur acknowledged that they deserved
" atleast the protection of the Minimum Wages Act but left
" the decision to the State. In keeping with its verbal-only
. assurances, the State has even now only promised them
- 36,000 a month by December 2025 — much less than
what multi-purpose health workers receive. The
indifference is not accidental: ASPs, who predate Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA) and
anganwadi workers, have been easy to ignore because they are poor, rural women. Their neglect reveals
a gendered and caste-inflected hierarchy of labour within public health, where skilled work is low status
and devalued because of who performs it. Their ongoing protests are part of an arc of agitation following
similar sit-ins in Kolhapur, Nagpur, Ratnagiri and Yavatmal. In this regard, their plight resonates with
that of ASHAs in other States. ASHAs, created under the National Rural Health Mission in 2005, are the
community’s first link to the health system and are also officially classified as “volunteers” rather than
employees, compensated only through oft-delayed incentives, amounting to less than subsistence. Across
States, ASHAs have repeatedly agitated for fixed honoraria, recognition as government staff and social
security, and, like the ASPs’ protests, have borne the same refrain: States cannot continue to build their
health systems on the underpaid labour of women.

These struggles highlight a structural contradiction. While India relies heavily on women community
health workers and attendants to deliver maternal and child health care, immunisation and disease
surveillance, especially in rural areas, it refuses to recognise them as workers entitled to minimum
benefits and dignity. The reliance is often framed as offering rural women “opportunities” for public
service. Yet, in practice, it is exploitation. These women risk snakebite while clearing hospital grounds
and death in accidents en route to vaccination duty without insurance or compensation. A health system
that does not value the people who keep it functional and link its margins to formal care is bound to
sabotage itself. To secure rural health is to secure the rights of those women through living wages, safe
working conditions and stable employment.
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f2foed 3T AT Tedl gAY FAT IdTdr 872
FaTEHTT

TAGRIENT &Y § 6 3oy &1 gpfd ad@rst H
S (R R s 1 e SRR
3T I8 W 39y Hihsl F UaT Tar o A=
Jererdt A RS AR Afde FheAlr w1 3eqUrd
81:19 &I g 1T gl ¥ WA Ugod deh Ig AUl
70:30 T AT| SHHT Adeld Tg el g [ STHIA-SATIGIG
& fadie 9gel & A g AT §| Teh LTS & AR
f9eR & gT ura g3 & UR & Ao # HUW (STH)
faarg giar g1 398 9ar godr & & gufa & fQarg &
aRuifa o Uit #cdl- S s-uAss O S
ORI HRIT R 3esTel 3 81 W &1 ¢ & @i sraredt 7 $of 5.34 U3 AW dfed g, foremed
4.70 13 e 3R 3referey seredl # g, Siafh ghed & 63.80 o@ 3R WA HIE A 88251 E
geteie dffer A1 9AT & gaeld & ddeg U 93 I & U fFeeel AR 7 g @ HSS HSH
IYRTY FT AT IATH &1 FRAT AT H ToF i AfFaar fr cgad saar qomEr § & 3rwrehr B
T & SNV Fleel TATAAT & FHE AT BeA 3Marsl HR Aol 7 BT X g-ford oent 1 o sramarest
T @ &1 JEI3E, SaIhd ¢Fd 3R TThRIAT SRRFCEIC & A U @l # IIed ggld & 9o ¢ Bfoea
NTT & T T FoIdUHRI T F Y g AfFadi & 3rgelr aRT FT gar =eldr gl
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TS 3y RS sgq 3T TAHIRET & 2023 & 37chs HIS 3ed! deaR T¥dd o6l X @ &l Jg
8 8T foh &YX TR W IWY o 0@ W &1 Fa@ 3 R & a1q Ig § 6 AfGemsit o e Far &
AR T IJWET § T aTel FS ] A FHON U S & a1 o 3o ol WY &7 g &
T 96 @ &

2023 # AT & Gl 4.5 oM@ IR & AHS gof v 70| I ool & ast &1 gt # 38w g
Afgest & favey g arel Rt F wed 3w AFe e fFar & €| sud Adew § B 3 ww A o
BT 16T g1 TN:-HeE Fiasiieieh TG W 3 37eht GI&T AT ol Faldl 38 & B &

e 8o & Falecsh 3T reueuc»iqﬁgb*é%@ﬂmﬁﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁﬁmmyw
for o Gt ARt Ta & ATy gax gd Tohall, 30 R g7 &g Tohd & [ #RT o Fwdr Tadadr ured
R o Bl 30 Ul & f#or & v dhaer gfe 3R 3fererdl @ & dekal &1 aR=T 2 T 3Tavgehd
el gl

$8% WY & AR YOV Tl HATS ol 1 3 ATl deolel T ST ¢l A3 & Word g arel
3ORTGT T Teh F8T HROT G2V Gl HATST HT AR & o 3R QA gof &1 ATl T AATHRAT
Sl ATARAT & HROT 31T T AfgeT a8 Fe&ar A wo] BHT 1 R g &

sy 937 fagear 3R FIs A8 fF 21T @y & oft Agew g7 & T yasa A T W &1 IJ§g a9 §, J9
WHN AT TR W AfGABT &l AR §aed 3R 3¢ 9 ¢of & v Afoie Fedor I &3
ASTATT Tl T 81 T§ 3MaTF § [ 3o A3 &1 FET Tge] A9l I ATTARAT H TGelld ol et

$Uh AY E IWERIE dF 1 IR G&TH Tl T o TeA AHaRThaT g1 39 OF H g & @y &
feTercit 1 & vHE HfAST 1 IHRIEN BIer g A1 997, 38 JURMY &5 H AENER el & Pl & AT
A TAT fRAT ST Thal g1 39 S H ATATOR-3R T T FAGR @9l & held AWy gfed gt
&I Ueh SRUT Ig § [ Fs a) HETH o9 39el U 1 Har safav g0 9rd, Fifer 9 @ arel 81 8

ORI T Ueh HROT &efell Bl IAGEN Hel T T 8 1 BIC-AC HIA-FEEAT AT IageleT & T
HAAS g S0 & o ger el ae wgfy @ aea A g3 §l Y QN g7 A ASI P
HTEIHAT H SoehR 61, oifehe] WM ol TAAH-PTIeAl I Telel il 8T HIGeT glam|
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ST, 39 FAR, ( ATF qHeEH & reast § )

T s {aT AT (JAICEH) YT TATTEAT & 1OOéaﬁﬁﬁ%TW§UWHscw¢\U‘| 9sS[d WX WS gl
oieh aar AR (froadn) fr IREeTsTT AR Is5g HATERT o Tdufas Herar, RBfde aast & Jegar &
T & ®F # T A1 S8 A & Gy gUeEE S G fdel qansit & et #r o, geleata
3R 3reqereeT Heeh AT H A ffFw did S|

oo @ avt 7 sadr e ImEr Fad T A FT 3fag™ 67 &, o ART & 39 Y AeaT Fr
gdier &, S fasgerar, @eam 3R gaafaser ) o3maiRa &1 @fdus [aanst & gfeus & #Jmer-14 &
et 315 @ 323 e o dgd T AR AT ok qar 3NN 1 faaw it fem

ST eI 3eTohl TN R FArgdr GiAfRET e o, dfeh 7clf, JeleaAfa 3R rgenas daely aAreet
# P AT AT YATUT o gl Ig 3oA il TRl &1 yAor § 6 Ig @wur e o deadn, s 3R
SHERY & feial W AN ¥ TS &l 38 IR giaar & ded fafauarqol vd ae@ a3 ehehds &
A & AT FIRAHAR T TATeAA &I ¢l

gdivae H sa Uderids I H e yAHlAS R & g fewch, sfew Tg oRA & SAehdita
HEYEAT R Fod oA 1 8l gellen g1 Y3 a5t & ghoad $o & qdent A adr a1, W 30
I8 Us 937 3R fafay wrielT @eer @1 81 3 gfdited fafde dar odiem @ e golifaRer, arfeed,
Rifercar, wifeadr 3 w3 377 Farit & v o7t 1 gRFAeR ghead & o g

SHST GRRT 961 §, W SHA A &lfdcd 981 g0 H qaT & AU qad Aoy gfemsd &1 aue |
afaer dar gdem =1 aifaffes a7 o 3ramemor &1 IRf@s 9T 2,500 & 31 T )W 3mAfea g
g1 IRTAe gdem & foT o#nemer 10-12 @ 3199l 3maesT s &

AT & 7 gl 3R Ffea g S g, Ser Affes el W udw 3EAiGaR B 3H 3R & aafad
ST &1 99T U AT Bl 81 TE YeAldl a9 3N g S 8, S e it & foav faow
SHAEAT HTGAT USll 8, S TEh of@eh i Flaer| gieearita nafdal @ 93 Bic # ye 97 QU Sd &

Ife giivae &1 gfdgra 3qehr giAdre €, dr oRIET, SAWERT 3R fAsuerdr 3@ Ter €1 gl @ aml
IRRAT & 3ReT W f3eary AR § fF %ddr a1 AAEAar Q% 3T AIar W HIR FE I8
faeare g & g &1l 39 T8 Ageld AR SAWERT & ITer IR &

fshan3it & IRERIAT, Hedichd # fsqerar AR Iead Al & e T&d 3@ F Ig T g3 §1 T
Tl ¥ SR T 3RSl 3R Hediehel deh Tedeh TOT H SAWCRY &1 9=y f&ar Srar g1 SAER &
3T § HEAT I Aslellicleh AT &G Sardl @ TG, MU §A0 I@aT 3R Ig GAfRad awer b
ot I & wafad &l
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fasuerar &1 37 § @sl et Fr gAEE 3aER SAraR 9 UeX ¥ g AT AT H, TUesd g AT afd,
mﬁﬁgwg"rm;ra"rlBﬂﬁé@%ﬁﬂwﬁaﬂﬁaﬁﬁwﬁwwaﬁ@ﬁaﬁu}ﬁm
GG I TATT AT FHT Heled AAT AT g1 TEATH & v Ig 719 F 91 39T gl

ST S §H JAUEE I AT TARIE Al I €, A §F 3o IHAH gl I 3 TEATAT Y, Toetehr
mﬁ%wﬁmg‘élsﬂﬁqﬁﬂ?\'ﬂﬂwﬁwﬂngd e arel fawer gHq@ g1 3mher &
37T {3 &1 A 3 & gl fAvy AR § 3der & A RARAN gl & drace e fhdr ggEmer ar
gfdcfr & 9 # 3 AU & A FH A 2

3ot GeH F, euer o 3R 3cgedr & gfd f3er afaecyar giewsr i e/ & 3muR @ 8, S
oTeTT gishar st fosued, gReell R Aot Sl §1 JEr SROT § T 3ier & ger &1 #dr S 3§71
B & FEE W TR 3R H ARFIT T @ 31 Yeadle HdT g, TSieThr for:ard dar gARed i §
fo or@l sFigart & wuat 3R eI # Hediee fAsuatdn, #Ere AR qft SAWERY & Ay gl

QATEET a¥ H YA H g AT & [T g 70T haedl 3cdd FI 1gT, e oIMdeh AAA HT oY g1 sl
a¥ gAR AT 3T FT GFAT L, ddHT ST 9T HaAlr 3N etk I I fr e aa s &1 o
HEET Bl S-S AR gieram A 9el el gfaver @ R @ giiie w1 3N 9¢ T g, dikdes
gfaeay’ AR dashr yerfa Aler e Ase # Jeend o W &

W A Th G & & A JUTEAl o deeal & TR e B SN, difh Ig AR dlehoT A
forsaeTer 3R 3rEEX T TRl T S W 3 G H FHIALThS A $f IR g AT §| AT IeAAST
3Tded dice & AT & fow 3mdead ufshar 3mare & 8 &1 ha RefPaAe dseie fadr o ar@rasr
A Udhel H HAGGIR FoAdlT|

&H TITAT 3FAICIRT I T & TTT-TTY 3Tl Ace off X I &, I gAY Uishar & oAer of @ &1 wiaem
A Sl gger o 3o¢ USHIR & 3aER qudwﬁg,wmﬂmﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬁwm
T 7 AL 31T UIT| &TAAT3N T 3 Fore T fERr F TN & ST @ T 9Ar S W@ Bl

AT & HETeT AR 3T Fexdr & TN JACHAT & AASG I§ FT 3009 AT §C §A T 9= e
I A 3R FHT FAS GART 36 GEAT A gad feara @ 3feg ik 9 &1 &7 aeva € &
SATIERY, fASTeTdr 3R Schsedr & 8 TqUT HleTeh @l ST [WT| 3T 96T & §ART Hehod 3Heol &
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HATST & ORI T gfaar # Feard A S gl aRE foeaig fTRig @ dhl Tolosd @ i Th
Ted " fear § & 3R Tt o & arfafafern srasharfedl & @@ehel §, of 38 38 daRT @ dar
SITUAN | ET3TEA, HeAleT H HS F3) RIS T3l & S aig A PRg F7 g1 99/ o7 @ g1 39
fRe o garfaat & a¥el, 30 far i1 gadr oo 3R $o fafise FHert &1 AT a1 & 3dw b
F IRT 39 gig Heley F IRT &1 Segl dolal T FeAlsT TR o THIR I FHgl [ Jg7 & e & §F
7T @ AR Yo WA F U oaRe foedls PR & andedardr @ereat @ g 7 sre fear am g
IR & fh 3R fhdl FRIE @l dhellsT A 3fidehdrcl Bl &Y f&ar Siar & aF a8l & & HAdlias 386
fEeTs FEd FarE 1 S Fhcl §, HFSHT TR ST Fehell &, IHHI HUfadl A €T T FIHR STocd
Hehll &1 S8 dG HeAlsT & HS Asdl H YfH & oRE 9eaAS TRg & [Word sitwr & ggel & S3mer
FRFR o e Tk

Uod $o a8t & R 4Rd R #$ 307 o § oRE faealls TRg & aeell @ d9 gcar ash &
Al & T ST SATdar ET &1 FATST H 39 W TE&T HeH 31T Sl hl FHGAT Ugel F T @0
o, Fifh T8l 360 HAF W UTAeY ofdlel T HART Hhr FAT @ &I o T AT FIN Fedlsl WA o 36
oY 7 S dheH 36T &, 3Th To¥fA o o aul & el HRd AR Helrst & o doll Dierder it 8
AT ST Thdl &1 PUS TTT 3T Ggol TTodled TAYS gT Qg [Feaw i g & 9o 9T aRg 3k
deAlsT & o faare @ 1R &0 AR X foar o1l 3§ aic I§ Hear o 3o % #RA & Feriold
R faeEs TR & FelrsT # qariadr & ol A o 39 gig thell T § dUT 981 ST I, UHT,
MM AR &eAT & SIRT 377 el &1 e #RA A 8 oRE WS & T & i)k & FRig geriord
el R 38 Ao arel WIETOT 9N HATl 35d @ ¢l Fgl 38 Wolh JUAT S HEd Hlefed & dgd
FRATs I T &l

A% THATAR FIlsT & 3T HheH ol Y 3Tas 3T 977 Y1 ey arenr Afafaf W oo Fa & & 7 S@r
ST ST &lhdl & Sgeld T ARGl dadr g, 38 3dedlc & H$eT ¢® e O UG 8 s 3 GgHAd
B AR 0 garad o 35 TFha § 5 g d® fit g&d Faer o ang 9eas R & o fars &,
T 98 TAT € W 39el YT WiToedsl FASS FHgl & Ui 8 TR M| FeAlsT H Wiiaedlel FAdH
H$ FHEl 1 AfAfaf B @ W 1 3HF Wedl F Y AR A g8 T WHR A G o G g
HIR *dlslﬁﬁédlédia?'@wmmﬁwaﬁéagﬁmﬂﬁmlﬁwmm%ﬁ?
IRT s FRIE FF 3ah Tared AT aX FET o 98 W & Folld I digel HT HIALT FHr gl
IR 30 38 FHAEK W M W@ H W AW & 3cdsh I Fomar ol dlel gAY HAGH I oIkl 3HAT 3@
e @l gl

Date: 01-10-25

6



ﬁ www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (01-0ct-25)
enfa & 9ga
TUTGhIT

ARG Tsgufa Sieles ¢ HT IR @ el # Jeufawa & v S g FAT vedra 9er far a:m g, 98
fAfRaa &7 & eifa & W@ W diead i er # v AgeaEt FaA g1 soRsa 3R fowds g w5 gt
o 39 Ugd & ORI fhar &, S8 36 3RE S dur $Rd, A, &9 3 uifearss o anfae &1 9% §
fop STEIaR 22 e & ifd & FEYS & AR F1 gAY Y 3§ YEdid H TR HEm ? Ig gard
SHfAT 318 g, Fifh gATH &I IR ¥ 300 dF FIS 3curgorstsd Idfhar A& 31 &1 3§ HIS HI gl
¢ T g yedra 1 rdl F1 e AT Sl & 916 & ATl T FTISCT M| gAY 3N Soisel o o o7
& 39 UTdld W YUH TSCAT HgATd SIds &, «%dsqﬁa%%ﬁm%,mwgmaﬁmﬁgv
SoNISel 30 HiSleT ¥@ H Seelld el W R &Y Fehahl gl =T AT Ao X ¥ areeh ar =g,
3797 5@ TEY H FIS Y HAH AT STecdTair aren |

Tsgafd Sielles ¢T & BT H FoNISel & JUTHAA Sl AAdeag & digc g3d # Hehrid & die i
FHSa FT Ig 9EdId méquq%m%mmmﬁmﬁmas@mﬁ%@m
FAT [T 31T T gHe & AT SR & TeTAAST & AR ART | 57 gyTdrg &7 odl & ser =r §
FHESIAT @1 & SgR G¢ & IR gt 3R & Sl 3R Sfeal 1 Rer e GIr Srwem| snaw &1 g=mas
T AR, deheiiehl 3R RIS hforeden afafa & dfur sreen, Sadr AeReEr asgafa ¢a $r
3TEIETAT aTell '8 3% I M| ATl PRI A T UATHA I o9 ARG & gl 7 WM gAH
IR goRmEe T FHA FIg HENGRT FGT gHEN| SgiEle, 3FAG HT SN AIiRT fF SoRse 3N FAW W
TEATd TR AT &I AR IS H B @ «ify e g, F6ife g0 ey & ek 39 de Baws g9k &
SaTer Al B AT g g, A sAerer ARt AR a=2 arfAe

Live
feccadicl

o .LCO0mMm Date: 01-10-25

e & enfa yEaa
et

IANHT Tegufet Selles €T o MM # AT qglell &1 S A& A1 8, T8 edes TR & qeg § 3R
IEr Iog & fF IR THR & 5 YEAId T BAT & P aoFd 187 AT FUHAHAT sNg AT oF 379
arerer ;f3ar s vFa W 3T & Fer fh Isgufd €T A Ig ggd hoelkdld AR SoRITel Al & Ard-
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Y Fopd aied TR & T TRl oifd, gueT 3R faerE &1 v caragiNe A fewrd g1 @elr gedt
P IThT 3H FIAA &7 THAIT FAT AT, drfeh IMmem & FEW aF 3R ggr enfa s g1 <7 & 57 vad
Hr IEfATT safaT o 9g ST & 6 cglse @139 A SoRIel YUIHAT SR Adedg H A A
3egi 38 YT & Tellel fohaml TET e, Sgee 8139 @ & Adedlg & HR W FoRIell gl & fav foa
RE HeRT TUETHA G Algrae e sqergdAR e STl 3l Ul & Bl ) Ahr A9, 380 o I€
"o a1 § T €U arhg 3UEN SE Uge I ol R | IR sHb NS el i GERR AT STk
JTRATYT 81, a9 3 39 YATH T Aholdl HAlATAT T §37 JdT AT AT

58 20 IE S A S HEY A1 el S 8, 38 Ig Wh- AT el AT § b SIS AT W ol
Tl M 3R GATE THIH SR dtshi T RETg BRA FiARTA M| FRITeA il T § ofc Srwan,
FIR MG & AT H gATE 1 ar forenr & g a1fder 78 gl a8 awaaedt d@oea & &% 3oe aw
§RIAR T 2am, afesh 3@ LT 3R AR o=t & AR Sl 8 ase atet ghat| gl uedi & Fgafd &
gIC ST H Ugd qgulﬁ 3R qATFHIOT T FHIA Y& M| gTelifch, Borechlel Pl AT ool & Falel W 3
AT Y¥dId H §gd TISedl QT &, FIR 3FAIG SIg 15 ¢ b 300 foashe aifasa & 7g off Al & Fhc
gl

GATH-3oNIIS &t 3d Sid A a¥ # 9o ael S @1 8, a9 g & v 388 95k #ig 3R @ &
&I Thcl T SH TWcH el P oo 379 doh HT Ig a9 3R Ugel T 375 &1 gTelifsh, d¥dR &l U
3 t@ M gl O WE, T & a9 gE uRwHAr & IR giar 1 TAE 99 HIqaE v SoNel
IS & Qs e gl ol o, 30A ge 3ARH & AT 39 e qarir JqRHer g a2 a1l 9
AdeaR I FR W SoRTell g & 916 T & 3R Sl H IARHT o Ifd ARTe#N Igar o wr A &
ﬁ,@?ﬁl‘(’ﬁ'a‘aaqH?ofldo-mga\ao‘rﬂwammmxﬂwﬁﬂ,am’iﬁ?wﬁ?aw‘éﬁ?éaraﬂm
T W | AR A0 g & I AU S 39 AHTAT HI FHAIT & TAdT G- holedlel d SoRIId Hl
TAYAT H WA ¢8| Adearg fFH R gfadm oR & IHel-IedT 95 g% &, 384 3o cHdgIReh el HI NH
HheH dele dIigl| o wiT dieT asf # 60 §olR & 3fUH BorEdel SR & gH T fic 6 T &
AR 3HH T drele S AfGn3it 3R geEl HT | HIR AT & G&T H SR W &A1 Il U TG
FeT ¥ o A eI WRT fF 3nddr dolAt A R TR Y Rama @a @ 8 aifa aof el @
el gl
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