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Make the State School System Fit for Purpose

ET Editorials
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India's education sector has become a perpetual sandbox-endless reforms,
pilot projects and big-bang ideas keep rolling in, but old gaps linger, and
new ones emerge. As the Fifth National Conference of Chief Secretaries
approaches in November, the education ministry has red-flagged
uncomfortable truths: high dropout rates (halved in two years, says
MOSP], but still alarming), deep learning gaps, private schools largely
missing the reform bus and the urgent task of future-proofing 43 million
higher education students for an Al-driven world. In short, India faces a
formidable human capital challenge that could derail the dream of Viksit
Bharat.

It isn't as if nothing has worked. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the Right to

Education Act, midday meals and anganwadis expanded access and retention. More children now enter
classrooms and stay longer. But learning outcomes remain stagnant, and the weakest link-teachers
continues to hobble progress. Appointments riddled with politics and patronage, inadequate training and
poor accountability mean that too many children pass through school without acquiring even basic skills.

This is the moment for the chief secretaries’ conference to stop recycling familiar slogans. Identify
interventions that improved outcomes in elementary education and replicate or adapt them to stem losses
during the critical transition from upper primary to secondary school. Make the state school system fit for
purpose- -schools parents want to send their children to, not those they settle for. At the core lies one truth:
without committed, competent teachers, no reform will stick. India needs a selection and tra- ining system
that attracts talent, rewards merit, and equips teachers to prepare a generation to learn, innovate and
thrive. That is the only way to deliver on the promise of Viksit Bharat.
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An avoidable tragedy
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Police must not allow roadshows in dense locations
Editorials

Effective crowd management at mass gatherings demands the cooperation of organisers and attendees.
However, when popular film stars attempt to convert their frenzied fan base into political capital, crowd
management and safety are often compromised. This was tragically demonstrated in Tamil Nadu's worst
political rally disaster, that left 40 people, including children, dead, at Velusamypuram in Karur during
actor-politician C. Joseph Vijay's campaign, on Saturday night. Since September 13, when the Kollywood
megastar launched his "weekend-only" roadshows, promoting his fledgling Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) as an alternative to the ruling Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), restrictions have been breached
and common sense sidelined. Mr. Vijay has resisted police restric tions, labelling them as a political move
to stifle his growth. The TVK even approached the Madras High Court, which, concerned over the damage
to public properties caused by his supporters, wanted the government to collect deposits from political
parties as collateral. From the comfort of his campaign caravan, Mr. Vijay did little to prevent crowds along
his route from joining in, paralysing traffic and delaying his arrival at meeting venues by several hours.
Youths climbed electricity poles, transformers and rooftops, and clung to trees, and families held up
vulnerable children just to catch a glimpse of the actor. Yet, there was no effective corrective action either
from the organisers or the police personnel.

At Karur, the crowd, which was modest at noon, the scheduled time, swelled by the time he reached at 7.20
p.m. as supporters gathered after work hours. When they surged forward to hear him speak, many fainted
or were crushed due to compressive asphyxia. Police say there was a significant mismatch between the
turnout projected by the TVK-10,000 people - and the actual turnout - over 27,000. The government
responded swiftly to the tragedy, arranging medical aid, overnight autopsies, and the prompt handing over
of the bodies to grieving families. Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, who arrived in Karur past midnight, did the
right thing by not politicising the tragedy and instead entrusting the probe to a commission of inquiry. The
commission must look beyond the TVK's lapses and examine whether the police had acted independently,
especially in denying the TVK its preferred venues to accommoda
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A Afgen3t, s<at FAT 40 el F FAT T AR ST H A H ST §IS I hI G ST
37TOT STIERIS  TT & 718 &, feheT 3T% 3R &H & & & 39 JI9g ged & fov SFaer
AN I SATECE dedlel & TTT 3¢ aiad Y [HAT AT THaT| SHHT 371G AT FH &, Fifeh 39T
2 H FeAgiier i T F IR gt fr S F Maradr € 3% g &1 3@ Amer & ofr v
& &1 3R 3o MR el & AlaT & fav Rl &t o 7 o @sr frar se ar smeed J671 IfE
3791es T gearst & T FEaAer e & o Fll FIS FOR HRas Jar gidl, ST Jas o
er dEr ST 3R W T geAT gl € @l &1 $9 aY g HIIGS I Hiddi-3odr OH
geaT g, fogs o & ST 718 B

HE HI geaAl # FHAeSAT o GFaeR @ | & Fifeh 9 3l & & T Tl 9gd o emaA
% ITd dof U] ¥Tose g o Yol o AT 7R g 11 Tl g a1 off arday 317 W g b e
T A O AT & AT ool wolt 715 | g Gehal § 6 I8 H91CS HIA T Uh o357 HROT ol
g | S ol g, FE oY Tuse § R Y A ol Y gren & fAv F o ey & Frdedist 7 w15 gy
N W & 3R 7 & gl Uy qfawrAar o fher e A Fererar R@rs| Star 6 gaer g g,
38 IR & IRT- JeIRT H7 FAHer Tor vl &1 Ao/ AR 396 aa@ds $o ot w¢, T 9=
SaTecEl & a9 Agl Thd | 3TV 3R AET T Tohd, Fifeh Iegiad 39T Loll & 3T arel ola &hr
TET & IR H o A T TR A & M| FgT FHT & P 385 Told e A ol g
el o BT gl HE A #9Teg AT off &7, A S5 & @9T AdT 6 WA o7 @
3T A 9 T 3R AT &9 @ ARy # AT Teed ared st & gfd Al $a s
& &1 <er f@enf3al, frear ARt 3 &A1 & 37 gReaal #ir v oTas Uil & fAT 39er o 8
SIT&H # 31el & 81 STef% A IRAN T ST & e # #791gs sAifaw #=h oY, Fifer oir foheheRt
&I Teh Sfeleh U & AT 3R 8 a0 | I 8 § fob e bl beall W T o Aleh el saekd
&I, dAfeheT TG 5H TcaAT T IS SIF Hh oAg] TGN STAT dl o7 HAGAT I HIs Hed el |
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oerg & oF # HH TE F grelld YaT §U, 38 9 g WHR LA HIA oA & v aef TRt
T HRAS A ET &1 HIR $Hh WY o Fale o7 35 ¢ T AT agl & @il & aee o Fufa
FT 3T T 3¢ 39T AP & IHT g H el W 3T ST 38 SR fhedl RO & gl
STHAT AN o 39T 8RS @ fear 3R ca9e 3RSehdr &1 ARl §ef 1T, df 38 T8l & fow
TWHR FTI 3 T HRATS H Tk &€ dh SI™U HAGT ST Hohdl §1 AR FI7 38 W it AR FHa 6
STELT 181 § b ol #H 3ficlelelenRAT T AR T JSSHIA Fa1 § 3N 38§ QU fhar e 4 qr
T g d I g7 Iiaad § 5 Rod grd Jg & 3Mcied & aleT el & 30sle gl S &
a1g gford &1 aMelay # IR il i St =l 75 AR A # # o g R wrael gy aw|
qET & STy HRhdl HleTd T I ASET FI&T Flefel & e FREAR Hleh ol § e o
fear arm

SH FIATS HI degr@ H B 3Rrrar ar frdy aifarer i et & AccAor Tgladrdr s & dik
W @ ST @I 8| AN HaTe § o 301 3H 3nicieled 1 qoosffd oo &3 avf & o1 & o4, a
38 AT |a GOIfd aar 3R B 00 g &7 Wl IR T TIhR I T8 FAT gl o9,
S qalr wefl & weAfld g1 | g & 3ficleled Y @ ANl T JA&T A9 a8 Y, Saeh v & av
UEel 31 dmar faRar aT ATl Hmad FGer o & qUT AT H goll 6T o 3R d@fdure i o
3T & Ao YT &oF T ART F qTY Q;F‘g’tfaiq‘md & Heg oAU A6 A1 HIR FMAR 56 AHA
W TACI N g7 & Faftd Gell § S STl Sl el TR i Sl o Teh VT qoosfa
918 1o 3 TUR a3t & o decdl sRISET S Heg ot enfAe g |

e &, T ol Rl oo @1 Y, TS srielorarehiRal & i \lse o 3@ifSd dwal & 3RTeTh
g ST T 3MRIT M| TR o a TaG o WATHBAT SHT g Wioted T HIfAer Hr 18 3R 7 &
TAHT 3G Y [Aarg & fOr 37| 3T S8d [T ST JhdT & & Nedifas ddies I I
T JHierer % TAICR A fEar g5, AIR del & Gihar oF &1 Ae SHH Hefch g1 9| STafh
AT T AT & I TUT g I g & oG Fl dgG TdgeTdel Solleh o dik 9 ¢dT Il &
3R agr T g gurfad aRTEATT FT 3hdd Fh TR FeH 30T THR I GrAfHEG TSHFeny ¢l
I Tehlsil & HATlSH 38 Heal @rqgmi‘lq FACET 3R 3Tk 9T 3GTEIAAT T sTcTel TE g3
foh Theet T MR oY 3R AT Shael TUT FEPfA T TgaTeT dTel 38 Felh H §U 3MTaTeled
& a1 3Reehdr AR far & o 39a7 uig ther T 319 g & YSTARRAT Pl oo g g I
3MRIFIT 3R Heg AT 3T @ &, oifhed I8 8 T & fF 319 O sH T H TWHR o AT Fla
I SRI ATE g FASH ATl 379 o 3R THR TUEY METET T A&F A9l & HeeT # SAER
stonRIfad @, ar Ry off @IfSer 1 3799 ST HT 16T & FehdT!
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= ' " €qTeT T@AT ST 18T FHST Sar & 9 g&ar & e & SAEs &

ATE 3O SIS S GToN YaT §U A 3W Hao & T T s

A gref| affcag & F& A AfATR &1 T Lot & SR sr9res Haer

~ golg O H A HF ITelT A9 dhr Alg 3R 9 &I & el & gd

gl I el U aR R RS 3R cgaedr i da e TS

A ATIRETET I TS A g1 ARelAg H IFHAT & AT =

T & T Lol T ™A FT ardll T Ig STl ST g7 d1ieT AT fob fohder T&ar & ofier

gl ggae] fhY meor &7 & foT s & qgae & QU T a5E @ @7 IR A W 25 §SIR A

STET Wit & e OT-ARY A AT IR w5 M| R FH 619 W veel & g H Reufa
YeT 1 @ Vool & T SRt T 3R & Fo o 7@ TR )

qarel g o JI9 Toteiiiae et a1 gifdie 3maeer & o 313 el & §3 J#Aas # IR-9R) 4968
HI? T Tolg § TG g6 AR HHA 3T © 81, 9 AT H M3 Jaded & ol 39 g Fhl
ATRATEr I FH @ ATeem| A off gied &1 Ja8 37T Jah Ig gl gl o g7 X W
saonH fhu ST, arfe O ot gear 7 g #79R Aseaer a8 § &6 o af gamas 3R J & 3
# offer gt AT Wi T TETaITd aXclat T ST 9Tl g1 ST 0 Acdion ¢ b 8 $o &=t a1g
fhrdY Tateifae Yol a1 eanfds 3AST & eRIT a9 3cgaedr 3R ITRaR! I golg & 8 af
AWM &I ST el AT § 3R 93 I 9 &RT g19a g1 1 giedr & §Ig offg 6l 8Iung dr &hr
ST &, Wfhed 3T AAdeT T Aderdr g, fha g Sgmar ST § 3R a1 dRag f Adr g, 39
IR H AAdT P ddelT T Al GHST SATATl I§ §doig ol § [ IFA 8l dlel gled 379
HAHTAS AT a7 I &
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