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Helpless Together

Global critique of Israel is getting sharper. But what does it matter if US keeps backing
Netanyahu?

TOI Editorials

Canada, Australia and Portugal joined UK in recognising
Palestinian statehood over the weekend. This came ahead of the
UN summit co-hosted by France and Saudi Arabia yesterday
that focused on Israel's war in Gaza and the elusive Two State
Solution to the Israel-Palestine mother conflict. All of this makes
clear a growing international momentum against Israel. The
Gaza conflict is homing in on two years with Tel Aviv showing
* no signs of relenting. Meanwhile, Israel is expanding its

settlements in West Bank. This will ensure there is no
contiguous Palestine state. Thus, there's increasing realisation
that Israel is using the Gaza conflict to erase the possibility of a
Palestine state itself.

That means defeating Hamas, the ostensible goal of Israeli
military operations in Gaza, is only a pretext. Had it not been so,

Tel Aviv would have had no problem in signing up to a plan that
would hand over post-war Gaza to Palestinian Authority (PA). But Tel Aviv has been deliberately gutting
PA and withholding the latter's taxes, crippling its essential functions. This has even prompted Germany-
an Israel ally-to consider sending financial aid to PA.

Of course, Israel gets away with all this because of solid US backing. American Jewish and Evangelical
lobbies have huge influence in US politics. Therefore, Trump can politically ill-afford to dump Israel, even
though he was reportedly unhappy with Netanyahu for striking Hamas leaders in Qatar. Which means UN
can pass all the resolutions it wants in favour of Palestine statehood, but it won't make much of a
difference to Israel or the Gaza conflict. There might be a split in the Western camp over Israel, but this
isn't enough to rein in Tel Aviv. Even growing economic boycott of Israel may not move the needle.
Israel's actions are truly showing the limits of multilateralism. The international community can only
profess helplessness.
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Palestine-Israel: Four More Get It Right
ET Editorials

It is the sign of pragmatic wisdom to change one's opinions when new facts come to light. This holds as
true for countries as it does for individuals. So, when on Sunday, Britain, Canada, Australia and Portugal
broke ranks with their traditional Big Brother ally, the US, and formally recognised the State of Palestine,
it was a healthy reckoning. After nearly two years of relentless bombardment, starvation and
displacement in Gaza by the Benjamin Netanyahu government, the moral bankruptcy of silence became
too heavy to bear. Recognition was not a gift to Hamas or terrorism, as Netanyahu chose to describe it,
but a CPR to the idea that Palestinians deserve dignity, sovereignty and a future.

This move is not merely symbolic. It shifts the diplomatic centre of gravity somewhat, since Trump had
noted in his recent London visit that Keir Starmer's decision-an important one, considering that Britain
was one of the prime architects of the creation of Israel in 1948 in the British-administered League of
Nations mandate was a point of difference in the Anglo-American friendship. When G7 nations - who
helped shape the post- WW2 order acknowledge Palestine, they challenge the monopoly of vetoes and
ultimatums that have long stalled peace.

Politically, this recognition isolates extremism. It empowers Palestinian Authority, while marginalising
Hamas. It joins a comity of nations that has already called out Israel on its barbarism in the name of
existential self-protection. Morally, it was overdue. More than 65,000 Palestinians have died since

October 2023. To recognise their right to statehood is not to erase Israeli suffering, but to affirm that
suffering should not be the currency of statecraft. Well done, London, Canberra, Ottawa and Lisbon.
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