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Saudi-Pak Sunni Axis?

New defence pact seems insurance for Riyadh against Tel Aviv. India shouldn’t worry
TOI Editorials

Saudi Arabia and Pakistan signing a strategic mutual defence agreement
has got regional players, including India, taking note. The agreement states
that any aggression against either country will be treated as aggression
against both. Coming on the heels of Israel’s attack on Qatar and the
subsequent Arab-Islamic summit hosted by Doha, the Saudi-Pak pact is
being viewed by many as Riyadh’s insurance policy. After all, Gulf Arab
states have long relied on US for security, hosting multiple American
bases and military personnel. But as Qatar found out last week, that wasn’t
enough to deter a strike from Israel against Hamas negotiators meeting in
Doha.

Hence the enhanced Riyadh-Islamabad security cooperation. The two
sides anyway long had military-to-military training and exercises. But the
two big questions are will Riyadh now fall under Islamabad’s nuclear

umbrella, and will the Saudis directly come to Pakistan’s military aid
should the latter have another conflict with India. On both counts the
answers are probably no. First, the pact doesn’t seem to specify nuclear assistance to Riyadh. Second, India-
Saudi strategic relations have grown tremendously over the last few years with Modi visiting Riyadh for the
third time in a decade this April. Given this dynamic, it’s unlikely that the Saudis will jeopardise their relations
with New Delhi for Islamabad’s sake.

At maximum, the deal is a backstop for both Riyadh and Islamabad. But what’s interesting to note is the latter’s
supple diplomacy since the conflict with New Delhi this summer. Pakistan has managed to get into Trump’s
good books. China is an all-weather ally. Tiirkiye aided it during India’s Op Sindoor. And now the pact with the
Saudis. But even though this does show that Pakistan isn’t diplomatically isolated, it doesn’t solve its
fundamental economic and governance problems. Pakistan is still seen as a basket case, albeit with nuclear
arms. Diplomacy, however, will see countries pursue their own interests. India should do the same and focus on
its own strengths.
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Holistic Approch

India needs a multi-pronged strategy to deal with stubble burning
Editorial

The Supreme Court of India has broached the possibility of
prosecuting farmers, caught setting fire to their fields, to prepare
for winter sowing or rabi crop. ‘Stubble burning’ is a major
contributor to air pollution in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and
Haryana, particularly in October and November, when the
southwest monsoon has receded and adverse meteorological
conditions trap toxic particulate matter emissions from vehicles,
industry, garbage burning and agricultural waste. While the
causes and the ways to reduce particulate matter pollution from
agriculture are known, the efforts by the Centre to tackle the long-
standing problem have been half-hearted. The creation of the
Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM), a central body
with the power to reach out across the borders of Punjab,
Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, was a positive step
and an acknowledgement that air pollution in one State cannot be

tackled without the cooperation of others. However, the four-year-
old statutory body has failed to exercise its powers in a manner that is independent of political pressure.
Take the example of its recent order to ban the sale of petrol and diesel in the National Capital Region to
‘end-of-life’ vehicles, from July 1. A public outcry in Delhi and its political leaders — largely on technical
grounds — and the Court’s intervention, forced its implementation to November this year, that too
beginning with parts of the NCR that are not a part of the Delhi municipalities. In stubble burning too, the
CAQM has not been able to impress upon the judiciary that stubble burning was due to recalcitrant
farmers, limited enforcement by Punjab and Haryana and the structure of agricultural economics that left
the average, debt-ridden farmer with little choice. In recent years, it has emerged that Punjab has been
claiming a reduction in farm fires when it was in fact increasing. The CAQM chose not to disclose this. In
the absence of a transparent mechanism to evaluate and address an issue and being cowed down by
imagined political repercussions, it is not surprising that suggestions such as to “jail farmers” to act as a
deterrent to others are being bandied about. While no section of citizens — farmer or industrialist — can
be considered to be above the law, creating better incentives, enforcing existing laws and being
transparent about what is realistically achievable are more advisable steps than ‘carrot and stick’
approaches.
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India needs more focus to reach SDG 3, a crucial goal

Compulsory health education in schools is one step that can help close the gap

Rahul Mehra, [ is National Representative of India, UNESCO Chair for Global Health and Education,
and Executive Chairman, Tarang Health Alliance ]

In June this year, India secured its best-ever position in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Index,
ranking 99 out of 167 nations in the 2025 edition of the SDG Report. This marked a significant
improvement from its rank of 109 rank in 2024, reflecting steady progress since 2021. India has
demonstrated advancement in areas such as access to basic services and infrastructure. Yet, the report
also flagged pressing challenges in key sectors, particularly health and nutrition, where progress has
been uneven, especially in rural and tribal communities.

There is still ground to be covered

In this backdrop, it is critical to ponder over SDG 3. Its goal is to “ensure healthy lives and promote well-
being for all at all ages”, and is one of the most crucial, yet demanding, goals in India’s SDG journey. It
encompasses specific targets that India has committed to achieve by 2030. Despite gains in some areas,
the overall trajectory indicates that India is not on track in most targets. For example, the Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MMR) — the number of mothers dying after childbirth per 100,000 live births — stands
at 97 deaths per 100,000 live births, higher than the 2030 target of 70.

Even the under-five mortality rate remains at 32 deaths per 1,000 live births against the target of 25. In
developed countries, it ranges between two and six deaths. Life expectancy now is only 70 years, falling
short of the target of 73.63 years. Out-of-pocket health-care expenditure continues to burden families at
13% of total consumption, nearly double the targeted 7.83%. Even immunisation coverage, though
commendably high at 93.23%, has not yet reached the universal target of 100%.

There are multiple reasons for these gaps. They include, first, lack of access to quality health care
partially due to poor infrastructure and economic factors; second, non-economic factors such as poor
nutrition, hygiene and sanitation and other lifestyle choices and, third, cultural practices and stigma
around physical and mental health. These cultural practices and limited awareness often prevent
communities from accessing even the health-care services available to them.

If India is to accelerate progress on SDG Goal 3, a three-pronged approach is essential and one that
focuses on treatment and prevention of diseases. The first is providing Universal Health Insurance to the
population. World Bank studies show that countries with robust insurance systems have lowered
catastrophic health-care expenditure while ensuring greater equity in access. The second is to have high-
quality primary health centres across the country and coordination of primary, secondary and tertiary
care.

The World Health Statistics 2022 by the World Health Organization highlights that strong primary
systems help in detecting diseases earlier, reducing hospitalisation costs, and achieving better long-term
outcomes. This will also require harnessing the transformative potential of digital health tools.
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Telemedicine and integrated digital health records can bridge access gaps, especially in rural and
underserved regions. Evidence from the Lancet Digital Health Commission shows how digital platforms
have improved maternal health care and vaccination tracking in several low and middle-income
countries, offering lessons that India can adapt.

Health education at the school level

Prevention of diseases is more cost-effective than treating them. To prevent diseases, we need to provide
health education to all schoolchildren. Children need to be educated about healthy nutrition, good
hygiene and sanitation, reproductive health, road safety, and on mental health topics.

At this young age, they need to improve their health behaviour and not just their knowledge. The health
habits they develop at this age will be maintained as they grow to be adults. When girls become mothers,
they will be more educated about their health and advocate this for themselves and their family. Over the
long term, the school health education initiative has the potential to reduce MMR ratio, under-five
mortality and deaths due to road accidents. At the same time, it can increase life expectancy and
immunisation rates.

Finland’s school-based health reforms in the 1970s, which wove lessons on nutrition, hygiene and
lifestyle into the curricula, played a central role in reducing cardiovascular disease rates in the decades
that followed. In Japan, compulsory health education has been linked to improved hygiene practices and
longer life expectancy. A structured and progressive curriculum in India can achieve similar results.

Need for concerted actions

Therefore, closing the SDG gap requires action by policymakers to individual actions. Policymakers need
to embed health education in school curricula while simultaneously investing in universal health
coverage and primary health care.

All parents have an important role to play in the health education of youth. They can review their child’s
school curriculum and determine whether topics on physical, mental and social health are being covered.
If not, they should push for it by communicating this to the department of education.

India’s improved SDG ranking is encouraging. But it should not obscure the reality that only 17% of
global SDG targets are currently on track to be achieved by 2030. Educating its youth about healthy
behaviour, supported by stronger health-care systems, can act as the foundation for sustainable progress.
And while 2030 is an important milestone to reach, the true vision lies further ahead — building a
healthier and stronger India. A government that devotes its attention to embedding health education in
school curricula can help achieve the goal of a Viksit Bharat 2047.
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3R AR H 38 IR & AGA A g5 T 1 cIFd A & AT A 97 e AT &1 AT 8 SFerAveT
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f.TCE TE Th STerarg-3mardehrel g1 fhdY off AT W A gl I oTiRarel 39 faener & Ao’ 3 @Y
g1 Stafeh 3T ¥ gfarar Stefarg aRadel 1 dge aTel 3cHsied 1 HH HA & A Fu¥ T @ g1 3
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HRUT AFH Jome H Feena g

5



M www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (19-Sep-25)
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19 fa&iier 3T I AU aedd # AR T gar3il & Thdl W & 3R 58 HROT 30 AR 3R arferears
H faarerery aier 34 95| s 3R AS FROT TUSE AGT, DA @ & alRas [ensr rhles @ 3=
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6 & & H gH gIfad T G gl

T & o Ui §79 See of W g1 Serarg IRade gAY 3w gefdr IR drera & fav argHse A
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g Ygel TOT H 9 ATl & faIw 50,000 FUS T0Y Folc ATl GEY TWOT H ST 2.9 W F5 T4
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RTET HT HAT gERM Y| FAR DIE-IS e & SR & AR Y3 & Fedler & Sy &, T SAefohiae
JHTAT BIaT &l

AT & F 9Ra & Bl e F Fdwa 33 ot 3reer-3reeT @iEt & fBersa P S €1 a5 ey A
mﬁﬁmammwawﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬁwgé%l e F dgW
qasT & fAT 37 @AY I AT 89T 3R TAT THRT S TAFT S & i SeFifoe el Hr
g AT FT Fg T grem|

gTellfeh THPR o IR H €lel, e A, 3Remere sie@fw X 3R I Avsr S/ Fo Meddles
Ugel I 3T TR gl 2024 F TG AeAEh FIRER fAFd FieA (TAMSHET) & d8d T Gotel
AT feAfn el @ o Holr & S| 3reoT g T g AR el fad i cagew Ieifadr s
€T H @M S|
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IS e ¥ AaN™T 3R arda # @ Ao Ag 1 FAAT H{

I l ol I EI % Date: 19-09-25

Seary Heder $Y faer A 3 FeA

ffaer aaré

o A6 30 Tder & Aol STorarg aRada &1 Fedl Yol 3R 2015 & IRF FFEsd & Haeid SIars 7
gfdeetdr # R el S Heal W LA Hied fomar an| A wver o fb IR FFEsid W AT & S
el gl WA W fAfdd St @l @A 937 e el wifgel # 5@ w6 # PFear ¥ I8 aa=
T R FX QT § o 30 AN & sTofier #H glel areir 30T Hiashd 3T & IéfsT (HI30) 3o ewial =
TeAfa & T Fa1 T Toha §, St 3Raw Fgaer 3R 2 & TR W FRAS F Femar 31|

AN TR H FaQ Ageaqul Reyiad @ W SR fGar smen =nfye, a5 § wen feg faenfaa Seaerl #
AT AR HEE3N| 58 W 1990 & EUF & IHRH # HIFd USC Sioarg IRaclel hHdsh Hedlel
(TUATHHEH) A FgATT Tl AT 3R Tg 1995 A Yacdlel H AT 36 AT FAGSUan3it &1 (e T
1 32t 3R AR-varerat St 7 fomar o ar foara saen 3nfde wear vd e Heroe (3N$HE) dur gdf
AR #ACT JUU FT SehalidArel o1 TR ($3MSEN) A 3 3T A 3T T| 30 AT 31 aleAl 1 fahiad
AR faeraelier gor AT Srar a1 AR FEr Wiehld & dgd 3cdeld A Al I gfdeeydr TEd 1 gl W

L T aTg oY
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I vererg-1 3ot & |Ag A 3 QU R TAhraelier Sif &1 HAg A AW ST HhT g, Fith TH 20 3
e faeq S T 3T AT AT G2 HT G F ATAST g1 a0 §| TgleTel, MAEINR & faeey o & @ &
3chole def WX e e feAr arm g1 98l 3cHeieT 1995 & Wid chfed 2.9 T Fee SS3HrAEs o
ST 2023 A 8.4 T Ui AT g1 14T §l S8 doid Al iR faesprareiior geit & v @msm fohg &ér
g Foraarly aenmr ward & a1 ¥

STodry qRdaceT Y&t 7 et T Ardstiores eheT acATT ScHoiel T AMET & HUR 9 &1 Sl &, Siafeh
Y e H FA T 3RE FT & A § S aFdd § SR 39 Fa & T@EY 3R & [ffea
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Fhifh a¥ 2023 H 3HAT HIE SBIHTFABS 3cHoled d1dsh 3cloled I a8 FIAST AT, 3§ dzg Hr
3Tl ARl & o oA @1 9ia cafed Scaol ARash 3ad @ 3md & off e U7l Fel Al Seqolal
YR FeAre o dhaol JUAT THRT &arT, dfesd affasdt &2 & &8 IN-T Heroar ganr off [—ar sarg
St &1 FE TfSeahior o g1 fonely 8 &or garT 3cqolel & el &I adfdeh dlehd @ Hedihed Hol
3chaiel oigl, Sfesd Ifd SAFT Schoied & MR R fhar S e

s gad ¢ T Oefla et gt & ufa afFa scooa & w0 3 § sefe 3w R waeww 1
faehrasiier et & 3cHsiel Jer &1 W Sl Fgl & o JiAardr kY e sl TeT| a92023 # 100 3R
g 1 &2t 1 ufa cafFd FeaT ss3ifearss 3cdoed 3 T & & AT Tadd 1 37 & T :1$ 57 Aofr
STET AT 3Tk 3Tldl Uadd 1 T 41 HIHET AEET arel & &l Yfa Ffed 3c@oled 10 T dleed
SS3iFASs A 3% a1 Safd R taaw1 FEEr & Faa 2 H e o oY

AR A 3MARTSAT 3T 37 Fell €5 &1 Tg el Tk 1 AR IR wiw 1 &M & T 7 AWM &
IR R FHyd 78 T T, FfF 319 R w1 G § W 20 J2 AT § A faeg & i 399-
3mg Aol 7 ma §1 safaw, & & @ R A 9 FfFT Schele & AR W AR B smer g
gfd SafFd 3cioled W & higd el Sl IaTRAT 38 e R AR g, Toraer 3e6ea afasy &
3cHsi @ WA T § aife 3ied ARges avaAe # gefa & 1.5-2.0 B3 afcasw q @faa wr o
|

ISP & 2021 # 3O T ’hoT RO F 2020 & 2050 dF & el SISIHFATSS 3cHoied Hl
ITAT 9 fRAT S A # aRade & ag H WAAT WA & qTY FHIA G| g a¥ A STAEEd H
T ¥ Jafad & W aififs 3itaa 3caoa fear & st § 1.5 3 afcaaw & s & v 1.1 &
FIaA SSIHTFASS HT YT Ifed 3cdoreT IR 2 B afcaaw & 67 & v 3.3 o Fea IE3HFAEs
gt eafed Icaai|
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39 IMUR W, T ¢ & fov aifife 3coee @gw & ufa =afed 3iuaa 3 o S SE3ieass d
AR fonar S Fevar § S 3o Bf¥d faRey e @6F ¥ de o] QI gielitch Jg ofeg 1.5 f3al
Afeaad & fov gaicd s1@r §, ST AT H 3@reg 9did &lar gl afhel Ifg 2050 d& &1 dftgs ufd
i 3T X TR X foar S 3R wemdt &9 @ @y fhar oo, dr 1.5 B afeaw oeg @
qersiiiae el T HHATGAT §of Fehell & 3R AU & Tieha dRaeh U cATFd ScHoleT 6 T haAT: T
ST HehTl B

URE FAESIT & MUR W IS TET TR R TR deree (sl & aivd fagetr = ofeid a¥
quuﬁ@reﬂmm AT BT TIRT| STH VY 39 gl AT foad 3T a2t & 3iaa 3cgeieT 3
& hIsel STSHiFaTss Ui eafed g1l 30 o1d W S gafav far o @1 ¢ #ifh $o & qut 7 fayey
[ &I T g & AU wEdar FUiRa @ g

TOHA AT H ARG STelarg IRace W dRgs Jaral # @gdier @g1 X @1 ¢ 96 IR qHsia &
Wgtw%lsﬁtmﬁwﬁgwmﬁtma&ﬁwaﬂéaﬂwsﬁmmwsﬁﬁaﬁmmaﬁ
gfdecyar & Ay fRar S arfgvl $88 ardisi # @R gedaid dg7 & qreem|

AT H, 98T 3H YR g IIT:

1. 3%9 3cHole X dld R SaRT Seldrg UHA FRAS & o deblel ¥ Al o & fou
ANEHR & AU FT TodT F Ureled fRAT AT a1fg Tl

2. 9gel T g TAwd | 3 vaww | At F Mg F FR F A & o Gyl F T HOFHK
aiivs gfa safda scaeer W 3maia g arfgul

3. G211 ar |Gl A TAHTSIT e T Aleh 3 Tl Fielel S3iirASs Ui cafed 9id av g =migu|

4.Haﬁa2ﬁa#ﬁtsﬁﬁscaoiﬂamq§uﬁ & for agy av AuiRa &er gem 3R sas fov gagder &
fears AfT S ol S 3eged favey 4 g I 9gae aTel ISt # 3 T FA SIS A
Ea af¥e ufa «afFa 3caeie e 8l

7S 3FAIG § b adAeT & ufd oaidd 2.1 &7 diee SIS3Fgs 3cholel dald 9Rd AR 2.3 & arer
STl 38 Tols &l 316N sl & folv fAer a¢ e S|
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& AR & §U geu 3R 3% AdSl A Fg e fRar ¢ 6 g fhd aEear o @A o6 g, ek o
& Uh TEEA § AE & P feyid 9 F Jey &GS W1 W, Al oW o3 A g
3ThT 3T H SAGTAT S YT T&TT @ & FaT W@ § gav ST T 3 ¥ @ aar X 38H A dg1ad
N SR AT § 3k dG YE BT & ORI AT TG FT @A, S AT & 3T dga TR A
T FFAT W BT &1 STHA IS SR FAT F S Fr @7 T TR AGAT gl AfeT, FIR Ig &= o1 ¢
fop ST g3, oaid 3R AHAa g9 #T grar a0 &5 U §, ot Uifad & AT 3 ggdheHdr Fa &
IO JeT H FEIATS glel dTel TTcToh §RAIRT & TWG-WIET H &9 T ¢8| Farel § & 3R 95 976 W
9% STeTEER & AR @l a1 AT e o § o 3R 3o seaare a7 g 3R 38F ade
FIT GIHaT 3T |

3T, BT o ANt A gferdr el shrer REEd 3R Toarh g gl g1 U € & Hcliash, T 2024
H 4Rah TR W AT IR donf H FCar 1946 & 916 39 T 3vd TR W 9ET I g1 & o
faeg & el F7 7 75T MUINT TT g1d €, d9 THAR W Jeg # MiAS AT & 3felrar Jnaad &
3= 3 o 39T @l @ goT & § AR uge & Srer syl 3R araew gRER @les oer €1 39 s
# 22t & o gl ol St ¢ b d98 Wl R Tliesl # il T9d 30 @al 1 $% IR e &
HEST 3MMRAHT T &1 3MUR Tl Y A SITHGR o §IAART & Te Y& g orehr g1 oo a¥ @i gadg
gelt o 39ar e soic Fev| & o o var & fham| O o Roa &9 ot & aemar &3 @9 son &,
Jafp AN T T W Je@ AT @ ¥ aTot 827 & dl¥ 9 S@T ST 2

A Th a¥ Ugd HIFT USC o WAC BR & FgeR' I AasT & TifeR FEAe &1 A=A fham o,
e Aehee fd Jey & aq agualy gomel & 9o, FE¥ & et Fufaal AR AW et @
fdes o == e U faseer a8 § 6 0@ GEAeEl # ey W A N e [Ade Hafeah fewrs s
®, 3HH AT H HIS W I g1 R@dT| #FeleT, T T A sorisd 3N gAE & i 9 day &
e 3R 3H AR 9T T R @ ST ol H ol wIhr AT STars S g §, Afehel SoRTSe @
aﬁéq#a'é"rqalmsﬂﬁwummaqw%ﬁ:ﬁaﬁgwa&mﬁﬁ@%ﬁ%w@ﬁg\t?%mm
By & du¥ & grond @S & | & FAlsEr gk F -3 el WA @ oSt F GfRT gt
WWWW@@%ﬁTmﬁQSMWthW&dU HU T gl ot iy
ey # §ed S uld*&ﬁ?qgmi‘lu Hﬂaﬁﬁﬁhﬂﬁwﬁwﬁ%ﬁr%lw%%aﬁa@m&r
faeereh gRART & oF g9, o9 et & ARIAIHT HT dgl deh AT ST Fhall| AT 3HTST T FIT Hel STl
arell gierar ARt &1 gls # anffeT g1 & SO AlTadl & g H Al & [T 7L Tof Fohell ?
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