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Mumbai & Elsewhere

SC gives deadline for appallingly delayed Maha-wide local polls. But polls are overdue
in 61% of urban bodies

TOI Editorials

Maharashtra state election commission got its deserts from Supreme Court on Tuesday. “Inaction and
incompetence” is a fitting description of its record over the past five years when elections to 27 of 29
municipal corporations became overdue. Terms of five corporations ended in 2020, of 18 others in 2022,
and the rest in 2023. Mumbai, India’s financial capital, has gone 42 months without an elected local body,
when rules allow a maximum gap of six months. Local self-govt remains suspended in thousands of
municipal councils, zilla parishads and village panchayats also. This gross neglect is impossible to
condone, especially after the poll body made light of SC’s Sept deadline to clear the backlog. Now, it’s got
four more months, and a warning of “no further extension”.

One can hope, therefore, that Mumbai, Pune, Nashik, etc, will have elected corporations by Feb next year,
but the larger, pan-India, problem remains unaddressed. Data shows elections to 61% of urban local
bodies across 17 states are overdue. Tech capital Bengaluru last held municipal polls in 2015. And across
India, civic polls are delayed by 22 months, on average. This undermines the whole idea of self-
governance. Our cities and towns are a mess — as the monsoon just reminded us for the umpteenth time -
because people don’t have a say in civic matters. State govts can run cities through administrators, but it
takes councillors and corporators to bring people’s concerns into town halls.

Even otherwise, India’s urban local bodies are weak by design. Many functions that should be under them
are delegated to other state govt bodies. The biggest weakness is financial, though. On average, municipal
corporations fund less than 30% of their expenditure from their own revenues. World Bank estimates
Indian cities will need $55bn per year, for the next 20 years, to build infra, but all they can rustle up is
$18bn. That shows up when roads and houses get flooded because drainage has not been expanded for
decades. SC’s order will get the poll process rolling in one state, but the big fix for local self-govt - and
people’s living conditions - has to come from the states.
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Slaying Market Demons
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Japan, Korea & Peru have cracked the cultural influence game. India must shed its
statist approach to follow suit.

TOI Editorials

When Joseph Nye coined the term soft power, he used it to describe the ability of a country to get other
countries to want what it wants. On that metric, Japan’s soft power is humongous. This is best
exemplified by the recent success of Japanese anime movie Demon Slayer: Infinity Castle that has already
raked in more than $400mn worldwide after its release in major markets - including India - this past
weekend. And the global spread of Japanese cultural products like anime and manga paves the way for
other things Japanese.

Case in point, Japanese sake exports to India have risen by more than 900% over the last decade.
Similarly, Japanese beauty products are projected to earn $3.73bn from the Indian market by 2030. All of
this because of rising affinity for Japan among Indian consumers, which in turn provides Japan with
considerable economic leverage in India. Of course, Japan isn’t the only country to adopt this approach.
Korean culture - from K-pop & K-dramas to instant ramyun - has swamped the world in a hallyu or
Korean wave. With icons like Psy and BTS, the country of 52mn people punches far above its weight in
international mindspace, again leveraged by its renowned chaebols. But where does India stand in the
soft power stakes? Yoga, ayurveda and Bollywood have great global appeal.

Sabyasachi is creating substantial buzz in the fashion and couture scene. But what’s missing is a larger
strategy to harness them for brand India. For a country of its size and diversity, India can certainly do
better. Even Peru - population 34mn - has effected a global gastronomic revolution directly benefitting
its farmers, thanks to a clear strategy. For India, first, the statist approach must go. Too much of India’s
cultural exports are micromanaged by state institutions like ICCR. Creating opportunities for private
sector and individuals should be priority. Second, Japan crafted the Cool Japan strategy for its cultural
exports. Korea elevates its cultural icons for public diplomacy. India too needs to have its own strategy
that brings together its best cultural offerings to pave the way for tourism, business and exports. Govt
should enable, not dictate, for India to realise its true soft power potential.

THe Econovic TivEes Date: 18-09-25

Why Anti-Conversion Laws are Chicanery

ET Editorial
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Exceptions do not prove the rule. What they do is test a
rule’s existence and conditions by highlighting its
boundaries. So, when states enact anti-religious conversion
laws citing coercion or force, they are using a doorknob to
define the door. While there are, indeed, instances of
coercion to convert a person without her or his consent, in
most cases, conversions occur willingly — such as in
consensual marriages between different faiths or religions.
To use the bogey of forced conversions — ‘love jihad’ being
the most dramatised one — has been politically expedient
in many states, but is legally dodgy. Which is why the
Supreme Court has sought state governments to respond in
four weeks to a clutch of pleas challenging the
constitutionality of existing anti-conversion laws. A
counterview from the executive (read: states that don’t find
the need to have an anti-conversion law) makes sense.

Religions are like any other product-service in the market. And the freedom to profess, practise and
propagate one’s faith is part of this larger free market that’s protected by Article 25 of the Constitution.
Inherently, this would include changing one’s religious ‘brand’ to another if one chooses to. The rub lies
in some states invoking the rider in the constitutional guarantee: ‘subject to public order, morality, and
health’. Instead of seeing to it that ‘public order’ is maintained, states with anti-conversion laws view
conversions themselves as liable causes for public disorder. This is political chicanery. In the real world,
there is coercion. For this, existing laws, like Section 351 of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (criminalising
intimidation), must suffice. Not communally charged injunctions that add to, not reduce, inter-community

enmity.

Date: 18-09-25

FANY Felfas Ahaar 39 Fose g g &

HYUTEhIT

ATl @ Telld, TG HT UIehecdlel § TelEigdT Hiall, T I GSlcAs R AR Jud & diieheds H
del fAdlell & Vel T FS faeelval o AR H Fedlidd JAHeldr TA™T AT| TSl AT H HRA-HET
TG ¥, STICCRT IMARIMSTh ik Hhe H &, Teh Gl AR # AMGr ARG 96T | & 3R R
UH ¢35 3ol & Hevdll o o 280 o NUH & AR DA & 7T T B § AT 935 53 dgell Y& A fGar
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¢ SE-UA-HRA HT AT ¢d ARG ST H 741 Fed &l 3= & g1, HRA o ¢FT HT Fhl & da
T T A F Wl Jar & &1 A ST fhhe A & IR [zt o a bl ¥ g1y o A
Teer fear ff ugenma ATddT SRR FI [ER STATAEIE § | ¢F9 & a8 137 fF 3R 315 32T
TR § TG AT A FO el T FTOT W AT ¢! HIAT, df GordT 3HF WY @I g §| AdA &
divd & HRA-H ¢35 & fU faqe@ e & sEadre & Y fhar o1, 3¢ Jamsit & g o aed #
feam sRa & ke & gfauel ¢s vl ax forr 3R §9 @ ¢35 e o 3ifde =wor & 81 <o 7 U
AT & AT B 30T 3T AR @ TG 1B W IR ARS gRRR Fes 7 15 ae AT g1 R
3R IETATH & HRA I WY I &M A F¢l [GIT| FAT T§ I FHesilicieh Tholal 6T el ?
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AT 3mAer fr v A5 RAE F icfrera sfosa (Tams)
ddeileh & SEAATA o ST T caikd A& fawr &1 am@r
uer fRar g1 5@ ROIE & A oemar aan § R A%
3cUleehal H GUR & a¥ 2035 oo Hehel X[ 3cdle H HfRerd
500-600 3RS SioR FTHT & Hehell § 3R IEUT va faehrd
# TR A ool A @ HAREFT 280-475 IR SleR A I3
hdl &l 9IRT # doelled T SR W@o arell Tah  f3emer
FIEd ¢ 3R 8T B o &1 & doff ¥ ATdR & & £

Soeh 3elrar, WSS oF & off Jof ¥ R{Ear & W@ &l s
giegh &1 delod 9Ra dffas g dog g # 10-15 HrEdT
REaey g1 lel &Y Wehdl &1 HIN Shael I8 HIGE 6T &1 FHIPT 81 §1 TR, 36T 3N RaT-cgawr
& A9 ASId HA-AT Teh B U9 FATGRN T3S oF [Apfdd e & v 3maede gl

ST fer A TR A 10,000 5 T4 § oY 31feeh awerd @ Sear wans fAeer qw fhar 1 Sfsar wang
TR T 3627 3¢ old Td by WATHT e () T e, 9 & v afdse @t dfeds
Alsel A e 3N TSET Hlerel AT H IS H FAQDY FEAT ¢ TG Ug EYY ST @i AR
STl ARTT A §T I TR W TG 3Tl A Jfare AR wef| A e fr g Rae &
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o1t GHTaA13 & ok fohar 9 § 394 dfRae Ser g doda T ARG Hr &THAT oY enfA &1 SeT 3T
TOT & UITS AlSal dl dihd ¢ Thd & AR fafaaAmon, gar, fadg darw 3R aresr 35 afea AffieT &=t
H I A & ¢ar el T &1

favea, &ar 819 93 Sgad el aTell AHEATHT H T g1 TdAT H HRA & gal IR &1 80 hradr feear
SIRe garsit de WfAT & FAfF IRUsE W 31f¥e @I 3nar & 3R =98 g8y oY Frfr a9 ar g1 #9R
T3S & ATETH T gar3ii & @rel W 3T el aeld AR 3% A & oFle el T8 gl &a fhw a1
Thd § S0 AR SR gansit & A @ dRgew Aararead! a7 Fhar g1 famer sher ger 31T 3ftey
faeirer & faRIwerar Siell gieat 1 Seleld R T &l AT Ay &ar f[Jed & &g & & 7 IR &
bl &l

34T ORE, AIFCdI HI Ace T Tdlfold dTgaAl (THTAN) & ATY dlgeT &9 oIU golld o olv IR & T gl
AMFeaIR T Ace H TdIfold dlgall H TS f3msd, gdietor 3R 3Uaull & Tdieled sl Fdifold X Tehdl
gl TIMEE 3eAfie arh T T, TaTo SOl FRAEE & e AR GAGR Tedd e dtel o F Td
HiereT gl I deiald AT aRd AR I d61dT ¢ TohdTl g 3R #fasT &7 3pre N & IJrararg aresr
T QAT §of Fehell B

grefifer, St fo fad & foefen daraAoT & =ifa 3maer 1 g7 RO &1 g&dfa & fae W &gl & ar
aAlfordr off T &1 STH dehelleh & SEAATT A doll o & WY g AdraR &1 garfd arferd fe foam
AT TR AR T A § e AeTRer & B AT W@ Ser @ueT vd f3foiee sgfdaed ser
EdEd) fRfTH A yedriad fOEqa @aH 3= & 9 Sar Muegar W Fufd | gl Sreelt| e
THIS & § oS Uh Ao 99 R @ed @ dhdl &1 30 RUE & #ea it @ o9 3ed el off
@ifera & 7$ gl

TE TT § P W Thellch FF T3 g Tl HABIIHT BT HSH & Fhell § AR Tg S AlGRAT (TR
fafAd wa e irer atel WSt #) 8 FACT A Fhcll g1 F Tl A Faeld FAT & T AT R
¥ A A, AT AT H GoRAG oflel (A DI FRIORT 07 TWos &5 #) AR wag aaansit
aﬁ?ﬂaﬁqgu W §oId & foIv Ueh THFfead TiScalor 3Taeas gl

HRA & G STAECEl & HIY TS & TEAAST & F8F & Y A& doaA dnigC| Y] o & fAger, &7
faQ Ser ceewid S fafa#or Ser s & faehd, HeThfold WS-l dF IR A AR A 9gd
AT T HRA o Hhael IS Jefd Aol X Hehell § Thodh Th HF FRIGAT o 87 IR X Fehell
gl
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MW |
HEI?d ]

faror vfdrr & grea S
IR HAE

efayoT Ui 3T TS5 R & IR T &, 98 dhael AR AT T HAT =6l &, dfesh dRasw Tsi=fad
S Tl BB @ Jreolicd Reed o g1 FE o, S el gree @eIdnsil, aeepide SgeTl 3R
FHCYH W3 #T eI T TG, ST ARG Afdbedt & ol & semmen 3R gfaeae’ & marst
T AT &1 ST ¥ AP diFclee, Aured 3R FIAR dh, 3R TIfFeareT & o JRINAEdeT deh oTareyaT
et St 7 3Uel- g, ctell 3N HAT FEY 1 HTelH g1 51 A3 o & Hi [RRAT & Fhe H 3Tel
feam &l

Akl SHHT TEH TS 3GIEX0T g1 2022 H 19 38 AT US¢ H 3k Hhe of HA1ag &9 forr ad Saar
o TerdeY IRER HT FT HT 3@T5 el | fael dot #T dlgt, FSCER 3R TSTeiicden FUGUA o 30H 9 H
Hshl W 3R HT AT H AT T§ Meloled ThR FAAEM Tshier o w7g1 a1, Sfesh Hehe AT b Sfetar
shr JMTeRTeTI3it T 39&T I ST o TR T & TIT HA ST IHAT N S & FHI SIG TIACA
H off 3meprer AT FUC 387 AW g Fr WER, T o 3R 31w gofa & o W salRica s
frar o, 3T faueT 3R Saar & e W 37 S| SN, dodl Agds 3T Slerditye T3t W
R TIET o Melosd A Sied el Adrer $r f&afa 3R it Sfeer Aurer &1 8@, WEifas FAfd 3R
HRA-HNeT & 9T 3T ERTT o 58 Ted gEaT F Feof RbR & &ar §1 agi & Teefa F emar
deold TGN, Hced i HTEIAT 3N SeTcll T MeRIET3N T IULT & AT HT gl & g1 Tsiad qASH
R Seerud dmehd AT & AW H & &, [THd e S @EfSe due # 75 IR 95 W gl 46
R FIAR, ST61 Well & SehcliiIeh THR A FAT A de@ol T Gar, a5t & 75 ey AR fagle & =ve #
gl @l der fawfad g g1 el fadel afFadt @ sffasr AR o Tose feae §1 AR AR ofvee
cRit T gara, et T I ITF Yo 3N & ATFT-HJelel T TS o FAAR Sl HTERAT H1 IR e
fear g1 arferearer dr Eufd o frell & & &er 81 T87 Ueh 3R Qor AR ~Ardricier i ${ffnr W Fare
35 @ & T8 drhdiiaeh graT hAGN Bl ST T gl fagel sl o foeiRdr, feredifd iR ded 3
el o Siefollael l 3rEfaTdT &= f&am gl

efgior 3R Efaror-qd vRIT e Hgrarfeaat - AR 3R AT H gfaeaet 1 by §F g &1 TR IR DA
‘Jo< TS U SHET Agearshiall ATl & ATH & @ &1F A el 31{h- Wil ges d ofar =mgan
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g, a8 AR 3R 3T Il AaRa, U g JEfodr & a1y 'FaE Sl Eieial & AIRT 30 THd
B Ffd FA BT RIRNr H @ &1 Acor Tg ¢ & fEor viRkerg qut d aRes Toenfa s 3o
TS AGT IE IS &1 & 3aleld, g8 Tar aRadel 3R & 3Rar & 9 faceh s Asudr fewdr €1
I &1F Shad dlafoew effe @ & a7g1, afew WEfas &7 @ i 3 Ageaqul 1 e AR, Horehl
SesATALT 3R fRATeRT IIfoIRT X 9s aae & Sieglolee of aeT efaradr & gl dfhd & f&ar Bl

AR, S T 0 &1F & §a¥ 37 ohihcd 3R 3 afda 8, & v a5 Rafy aedr geldr s s
€l T 3 38 39 TSI I ITEUAT T FHAT AT §, o q@ll AR &gl ATFAAT & Fod Joma ot
Ao e g1 afeior uRIarS et 1 FHEnsi w1 @9 §37 wROT I & 1 aEe @i A Sferar &
39eT3 3R IMHIETHT I TrAHhaT g &1 Sehela YeAlal Toh WAT @ 1, STafeh AA H GRERIT,
STareeEl 3R GAHA F1 3T @1 | iR Ah w1 oH Fo gel dh @G @, Sew aefed
fawaar Sé1 T8 A S fedr B, o 3ialeld &l & o ofdl § 3N 9 T§ e fadelr et @
THT &, A STEd AfFaal 3ua-319a R @ea & fow 38 gar & & gl ehedi|

STEIT URIATS XN dhaol &A1 Hhe 1 §, dfeh dikaeh oqaedl & fow off aefR ot &1 ofe g5 &7
HEWR @l &, aF o hao TR, dicsh QU gioar & enfd 3R e yenfaa gt safaw maeas § &
el ofFaar Igr 379a-39a fRa oy & S99 a1 fRRar 3R J9ar & Fedvr Fi gatea wAfRedr
gl

Live
feccEdrcl
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gfindt ¢z | yarlRral & e i ¢ Y871 T
g9 dt da, (MR, & Sl de )

feT 7 dgar I@T Aol Al Ridag gl JgT Ufar & e BHha ofer o garar ol Yo &
IS R, fSEe 3¢ @@ & HAT @91 9gd| Jaredl & fQers g 99 Hedr # o i # @sh W
3R T foeeT S 3eR o & 3Meed 7 a1 g1 I§ T & qarddt & e e W@ AT T Feohel
S TET 1 Yol T 3Medred oeT & T erelt Afaedst & fhar o1, 5ad @ere &1 3R § 3R & 8 aR)
oot ot ST g E

Lol 7 yarfadt &1 faiy el atr @ afad ST & el scad &1 STArEsT fe@rl Jgl a% f& Se-
A 3cIAT Tolel #EH o 37 38 U3 b ¥ TGS T s &g ol o AR wogufd sieres
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T & TN 'Ad ARSI AT 3P @ adr ggar | Yol & I8 A%-a1m% 9er ST Jehar a7 & yarfaar
& @ AR & S 39R & W &, e oft 399 9T &1 T o %y ofer JiF #1 BrIer 35
T FIfAYT A | Ig Gof @I Sl dlcoplioleh & T SHeal el JR HGAT HShlel & Tov gl & foeaT &
yarel eAfdd qarT Us =i F WA MWUT I HAT FHOFEAATST FX @ gl AT YA arel
FCCAAAT garT fhu T HTdewarel gFar o o 7 3R sifavare & e g1 Iel, df%aw afeed A
TATHT TSATH T TSHT AR TARAT T d8T [Apreled i $aaT 57 oAl IR Tehsar ool &1 0@T &4t
g3 &7 &3, oe I avf & foead Fd 9fRes & ¢ cfarorael Fopgl # 78 e &R & W@ & &
YaTiadl & HRUT 3eTeh! HiEhiceh HEAT TR H § AR 3ol Ugael TR Hehe 31 -7 gl 306 A9 fow
3TER WA gled T 3T o Tar W@T &1 30 Yol 7 367 Il 3RS T RIAA T TS| Th dzg Ig o §
f&h 3raceh gTfd WX W goerer f3tha ofior eR-eR FAegurT & 37 W 81 I8 foeet 3R gfaar & faw Raar
& a1 gl afeu| grelifeh, Jgr Ig o FHST gen fF ¥ AT H 3rdedaedr AU W gl g8 AR
w8 | & o9 o Rufd andr € o It Ak W s ST STe] atell WX BIge I mifRrer g g
dIg #, 3HH HEAcHS Jd & & fav wEpfa AR gger @ Ss A Srar &1 qEd 3R, varfaar 7 s
% THCM &, ST a8l & THAST ¥ Alel-Sitel gl d6T Ui | 38§ HROT $T ThIeT d6a1 1T &

fsieet & Fordy Tty 1 o @Y, A gl Uk @S 'Rl Foh arel 3 g1 SHb A ATl BT &, S
varedy faelr €1 et foeet & g g oY, df s el 991 gt & ®9 H IIRE WHA A H gToT
"t § foeeT & St Al § 3R Sl & aae Tifid golt & el gidl ST W §, 98 Th oA Uge|
gl IE TS &G doh T & AF heH IR ool ol gl IFARST & gl ¢0 o 5 ag Rufeesa arét $r
S 1 gt e Feol 13T, T8N A ATSolel BIST I7erdT UEl Fellehl &Y & &1 lell o918 Yol Ueh TG T
& gl 3ARF & a1 9T & Ig Toll @ gl

foea fr Taig aifcal X 3R Forafed F saa o AT SR Or §, dfhad 9 yarfaar i 3mdae
A TG P I @, AR TE 3TRT FAGRT AMiad & W gl SHT H BIGT 38 Joteilicidh, T,
AEFias Toifadt # sheor FX YA ARl siae 1 qef & 7 FIfRr @ W §1 g a3,
fSeet, Sl @ ol AT JUT T S ST Fhell &1 Aded AH § fob 9T T Tstelicer ARl 3igwel
dR 9T Seerar S @ | Jardr AR ol A 9gd AR AR oY 9 F queAS R TR & @
o §| ggl Jev 3R Forafed Ul F Werh et F ARereN g opfr &1 SR} &, & 7 geanit W
TSN Sl I@eA g, adifeh Jarfadl & f@emh ool gl I8 faier ifardr el & forw off il
I I FohdT g, STl TEIT daesT 18 o gl
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