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Changing population dynamics require a policy reorientation for governments

Editorial

If there was any doubt about India going through the throes of a
demographic change, confirmation came with the Sample
Registration System (SRS) Statistical Report indicating a fall in the
country’s Crude Birth Rate (CBR) and Total Fertility Rate. As per the
SRS data for 2023, India’s CBR, defined as the number of annual live
births in a population per 1,000 people, had declined to 18.4, a drop
from 19.1 in 2022. The country’s TFR had also fallen to 1.9, after
hovering at 2.0 in 2021 and 2022. The TFR indicates the average
number of children a woman will have in her lifetime to replace that
generation, and a TFR of 2.1 births per woman is considered
replacement-level fertility, translating to a stable population over
time. Any figure over 2.1 suggests a growing population while rates
below 2.1 signify a clear trend towards population decline and aging.
Of course, as usual, for a country of this size and diversity, there were
vast regional differences. The highest CBR was in Bihar at 25.8, and
the lowest was in Tamil Nadu at 12. Bihar also reported the highest TFR (2.8) and Delhi, the lowest (1.2). Eighteen
States and Union Territories had a TFR below the replacement level, and all States reporting higher than
replacement level TFR were in northern India — Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and
Chhattisgarh. Following Delhi, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra too have a TFR below 2.0.
Simultaneously, as expected from such a demographic shift, SRS data indicated the proportion of people above 60
rose by 0.7 percentage points in a year to 9.7% of the population. Kerala has the highest proportion of elderly
population, at 15%, while Assam, Delhi and Jharkhand reported the lowest proportion of their population over 60
years.

It will be foolhardy to look away from the writing on the wall. As the most populous nation, home to over 1.46
billion people, the current declining trend will admittedly take several years to have an impact on the population.
However, there is no doubt that the nation, having, at least theoretically, prepared for ‘more’ all these years, should
now prepare for a different future, while continuing to leverage the demographic dividend it still possesses thanks
to a relatively young workforce. A greying nation will come with its own attendant concerns and needs — financial,
universal access for reduced mobility, physical and mental health-care facilities and social support services. A
‘young’ nation, after all, will require a massive realignment to be ready to serve the needs of a growing population
of the elderly.
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tafaa e yoa fr ATadn
TR G, ( dE@H IRTs FHFR § )

ART 1 fqeniord atet 1 MUl Cerfehe 3mar o &8 Tl A afshd g1 s FToeh AN Tegufd
Slelles €U & HellghR WX AarT & giferdn favasms & fAerel g1 Johol-&0 g Fay & HIE &7 Jeur
gl dTel aRT & ¥R AR FEN & W & ¥ N A1 & ad @G KW Fgl &6 398 JreAviy & & o
IEERGES

g IS ITREAS fafkar ar AR T 7 7 aFaey 7 €1 78 3 Rwdd f & Foa g, SEhH
SIS %1 & #fIcR ugel & & AW S gAY &, ST8T Ueh Uslellfcreh THG T Rfea g efrdi-afadl I aw
fiq FATST & faeey W1 el 3N AFCHAA I AT & AH W Teholc I@el T T G2 & T TET ¢

T ot Ig & T R T #$ gohst A Taiord oeet v faspe memiat faeeh el & fREuRl For W@
g1 3oTh TR TR Shaol SEACT w161, T AYOT g AT g1 SEHAU 1 AT Hig TN g1, dfedh
gAANTHT v3247 &1 sEAvh & 9fd gom f S5 g WY 16d1 Adredr IR 3Th IWIA ¢ AT FHfeer gudt
# fe@rg & §1 S9 1641 ucredy # HRd & ol fewd A Sgge Al wiftw SfaeR @ e g3,
e 3TeT STEAUN HI SAS AIAROT & AT AT JaY 93T ARTUH ATAT|

SfeR & 31 fgEeR 1543 1 ‘T § ORI te W H 9 fo@at Fer, “afg swEA Ay 7 w1, @ &
g TR AWE & WON H of 0. 3dat ast & A FdoT Th SEAVT & & AJROT haT &1 3T g
ST A IMaT FTFTSNeT AT TEFRTold ATRAH Tl SHA hael B & 81, dfeh o AINAS Sarg o
RIAR o=, S FUifod AT 99 & I 396l Il IUE-Ieyfd &1 9ol ax @ & a9 & g A
Tg ST 3T HRTY AT fF W@ el v Sfer e & a1, A Shfad | 39H THS a 393 o TS|

SfaX & dg 1740 qaedr # [EE T AfGeNn AHS T Sigge AT 6RA ATl SEAvn
SAHEATAT GTsal STl 3eglel AY-HI T HT 97 UROT fhar 3R T &1 ‘gIse SEAU qaid oam|
HATROT BT 3H IiFd T ok JA H FrHT faare o g3 19 I§ 1757 # I FoST A T g H
favias Sha & @Y aRa # fofeer Ty $r #dig W&, T Fidk # 5T FAstgar Y3 &l fd el

1813 # $¥c 3f3Am &uell & U A ISl o fdaERde 3Hefede Sisa o &ad 94 Uerdl 3R
ARl & v IR & AGTawer &1 #ARET yaeg A, sfed 378 8T UoR & 3nfOeiRe ggater &1 ofr
3MRETH AT 38 AT IR-5leRel & a8 [H & 39 Toh A9l A Fo AR & vaR aH@afr «
fecaul 1 oY, 5@ I FT AR HALT TEIT: SEAVT & AHEF TR F AfRId FIAT fog@ar g1
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58 YhR TE-TANEl & S & WY Toels F AR T @rest g7 sEAv B weifha wa H afed
eyl for@ell 9ReT HTl $H 3UHA H U AG (Yets) & SeAvh AR 3w waul-fAfed fig @it &
HACROT &1 9arE fhar arm, g s@d qula: 3we @1 o ffeer sfagreer iR aar ama dfderes
Hprel o AU FEId TAAC 3T BT Topehered” & ATH & HRAY e geufd & fahd Fa &
3R FelTT|

AT T Hel 36aT e, 1836 # 39« U T foI@ 9 & 390K giam 8, o ad 3egiar forar ar, ‘&
7 favara § & afg gardr fem AfT awer & J1ar g, df 30 aui & ik 9T & 39 AT &7 T o
Aidqster g1 U S fawerd oes # FW @ T AR fapfaat & @ 1916 A sEAvT-
faUeh Sifed ol &1 Sfed g3, S AW TR HPNaard] Gfds el & &7 H HadRd g5 sEH
3aa g Sdr-gacmsit fr AfdAT F1 AT R g @ o Al S AN G AW gfaeafa
TS AR F ahl § GArs & W g1 giforar awl # gHe Aansi eanr HeArde gl # [Aersr #r e

SH&AT sdoid 36I80T g

HFR AT & Tl TYRIAAT S FAfTA 1 a1 TR ‘sedAvrare’ & faT Bisr Sidr &, Afere
gAY ARAA At AR T Fercliad &g TAT & TG & 3089 F@F Hl el § 3N R fRenrits
SRERIEICY Alhdd U JUfoRIETAr & 3meRif & 3caard forar &1 3 e & 4 75, 1928 &1 for@r o,
AT H HA $o T .. 397 $© G0 1 B GURH A1 e Dol Fg01 el =@ige AR g
oIs &l =ifger

STgl b IEYRIA & SeHcle B WA § ool W e F A T fqdeee, cde W&, FaET
HeHAe, TIEI, IMEMSN, IR AR, 31, s 3R 3. g39aR 3fe A IFEGRIAT Sl FAnfaish =aner &
fa%etr FheTdIdsh igleel TordT| Hig 3 FofeT HRANT EGRAAT T HHYA T & g1 Hebell|

aAd 3R TN AFeRarel ast § HAINSR AR H W@ AT & &, g 3ot <3 fawaansi
FI AT o181, sfed AT IRT I TARY TATC W gl AT oI WX AGRT &7 SEAv-foRefr fawrera
gaded IdT H AT, a9 AR HT T olaliae JaT 3T el TSI e 31T T

AART & 3T B ‘SECA FEAT & SAlgh Heg P HhAT N ST @] SEE & S TISE §l TEe,
ofary @1 feeaol fagey AR west A Y| gEdl, 59 feg ged W aRa & aika 3R e R Tg @
g, a9 3ufeafies arfeadt @ 2o & oot 3r9el & fuRuRT & Aw dYy3i & ay fo @1 gl
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T 3l ISTIiar & &Il §, o $ARER, fSFaeR 3R I oW & | IRefRiar, fasgerar 3R Saar &
gfa STaraeer 3% HIF T FEAT & S 1 3MHSIT Hr GHEN 3R TGl HF Jeh-afa gFst 3R 39
foreor Y el off sevfafafr &1 @8 AT wdcw § & @8 @A A dle, oifa, weeer 3R
HHRIcHS Hedl P F=0 WA & AT gfdeey ®1 HIR ST STeAdr w1 el =l TASEl e & TRt
HRGE & B F 37 AT ar 57 @9 eyt FT AT FAged @ NG §? 36 RE F AHS o9 981 qEar 7
A 3Tl ot o Farad & Yfar & TR $T el Weol & o@ndl S ehell &1 oAld AR HEAT
THTATNT BR SHhCH REFE (TS3R) T v gifodr reagsl e # gorar frar amr § & ar &
I 47 WHe A & [Woh IR HAHS g 81 TR Hy R ToT WHRT & For ARG F @
FUT 3T 3o At & 3Ry &1 I8 3esr diee arar 3R 3H FHHEEE FT T Hle Tl
g1 Tard § & 3R Faufafaftat & € ofd 53 e fr g, O &7 59 T F gae 3R IS¢ w1 [T
N [ 872

e & AdSw, O AR & @ore smauftes ame aof €, 379 gear, 3meor 3R Afgenst & Rerw
Y S AT T AR &1 TSET TR W AHE BrEG g ARG o e T INRIS ATH ot
Blel I SThRY 37Tel eIl golthelld H T §1 Y e, dAAerg, WER, IS, #AgRISE, Heiice, U,
cotaTetT, fgATeer g, feoel 3R ggell & |16 hie & S3mer ARAl W RIS #Fd &1 81 389 A6
¢ T Toreifa & 3ot S arel Adm3i #1 Gaeer sis-ld 96 W@l §1 AR HGH HgedoT Haro T8 &
P ERIGR A3 & I¢ AT AUTHATT #H Aol 3R PR &1 BEAT S0 &1 Hidr Sl & Wr g ?

gard I8 o & 5 SIar o F& gar g & Fg Jar #1 3meRer a7 § 3R 39 9 3Tee AT g
& AT AL ? SHHT AT A AT F IH FEH H FAld §, orad Tl T get ar fAder fea
T TR gAd # 3O 3FAIGAR ¥ @ & SR 37 W&ol Wt HEC d Sy o
Ardstfaleh Y| 30N S G 31 G & I R TTeleT a1g1 Al g, Al Faarg 3T &t ARaT &7 & 39
R FHIT HAA oIl AT Ig ¢ W AT W TS §, I &7 a1 H hg THR of TG H HIAUT M
dgs dor fRar &, Oe iR 3T 3Rl d FRTAIRT & ag a9 i a& fRiad & & ®
THTHAT Higd ACIARE AR AIG HT Ug F gl HT AU gl PR 58 [AUTGR H e & Hihst A
o & WM ST o &g THR I AR & Tg 3HEH Ueel gl FIR 38 Ugel W AN e off &l & 6 aifa
AR Agd et arh-gedl, syt AR gReRll g wmige, asl cgaear # guR B 3EAle 1 ST Hehdl gl
el Sellel & WIY-HIY 3H TATET clieh @ A1) HEA 8 TR ¢, dlfeh TATI Sl 58 @ 3@ST S e
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S fF 3FAIlG A S dar & g3l I 9% HRd @ Yaw
fAhrer W@ 3ARST & Tseufad Seres e 3R, Ty AR 17|
HRA & G-l &Y P @ ¢T TAS T ¢ b 3T faesr
Il & AR F dr ST gem &Y gHET I8solal o AR AR
3T gg & gl arell gl Yoob AR TN AT @lg W dH
3ARET AR HRT & AT 9 dag Yo7 A & 96 ¢T o
FeT F ot cof & g [y Tey §1 39 godr F R
fyoel @ A & f@ar 3R FIAT FgT ST Tham § o A &
dra ey o ar aeehl 7 Ja8 @Oe dR ¥ IR W@ §1 e
fAT Ay & AT A I A U T F A A ® TH R
H GAA A F ATT EIN... T8 AAGR TIAFA §1' T H
S— e 3 WIGSISN T AU GU HRA R IEITE Bl B SR A B

<9 o o $T AT A HRAd & TTY S HIAFHRT glhd HT
€, 376 ARA H AET eIl ART| HTA Ied ¥ a6 7 I §U 3T o 3egial Ag o Fg & ;N & 3%
30 FHY AT g@N fHU S W HA THG AT I W@l I 6 99 F R ¢ F 6RT ¥ F 95 S
dd @lC @ 81 SHA Ugd ¢F o 'TT AR W HIA G H FHgl AT, o9 § §H AR 3R & A7 AT
& grdt @ feam ¥ SR X o 3o aifasy drdenfore 3R weey @' €9 T @ AR & gera Redt A
e ol T IR HIRALT X @ &1 =i & rarg Tgdler Hilosd & RGN GeFdeled I 3T Jra=
Mg AN, @ & ygufa off St 3R &7 & Tsgufa confedt gfaa & sgren oema ==t @ gt gfaran
HT ST GHTl 388 ¢F A SN 9 g5 &l 9 R o e 37 At A A g Fer AT AR
Waﬁaﬁv%aﬁ’aﬂﬂ?ﬁmdwd‘iﬁaqmmqulé\'@ﬁg@WmﬁH@IMQlﬁ
TR SR FLAT Th AGHIAS IS T 39T AT ¢, g7 fhad do @le a1 a &g 3R fovdar @lic
AR F AT H g5 H T TG g1 A A LT A A T HOT gU S @ g3 yfafehar & §, sah
AT HT ST Hehcll § FAITP IRELT & AT deard v 3R 3RS W 93 garg &t fe@rar &1 9Ra &
forel & STediacdl # 3 HI ST T8 &l T €T & Ll TS W 3 & Hhd gl
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N FUTIAT T

HUTGHhIT

qAE & AT S HT THAE AT ¢, Sl Wsgufcd AT o] g1 A -Fehl o Tolt FEY & doid A
el BRar H Asgufcd Agel o] fohar aram 41| 1967 & dlg @ AR # Asguicd A ofdled I IINEal
3CTERUT §1 39 AR @Sl W GHead FATT o Febl- Sl FHG & @ JHT HIoaAl GaRkT TWHR &
T FAST I gEAleR A Ul ST enfa TUifa & & forw IsdT IR X @I g1 &g 7 T
WHR o Fehl S TG Fogl & @y gefAuiRa foeaAl, ot ar muRed et & @y Ay A=y
FASId W gEARR f&hv| 6 AFT T FEA § 6 ANNRE AW HooaAl & g7 FHGI GaRkT AT
USTATEA-2 ol I 3R S a&cg3it & 3arsiel & fov @relel ) FgAfd oaehd #1 g1 &S, 2023 & Ts7
ﬁﬁ-ﬂa@%mﬂﬁwaﬁmmﬂwmﬁmﬁmmﬁé*{ﬂ%’cﬂdwlﬁwsﬂﬁf@r
ol g qafuiRa SsaAEaR w13 ) &1 98 off Fhd 1 Sog Foy & @ & & Sger o
ST T &1 STeloliael 3HEcd-caed Bl Wﬁ%ﬂﬂﬂ?aﬁaﬂﬁrqg’wﬁ & Jelldl T ASHR 39 93 ¢ GIaT
Sell & Ty AN A A ANRHT & R g X &7 &1 TS gl @ SAET oel 9= eRT HT 3T
dic gl 91T g1 9T Fafd & Sglell il dax Jodr # Affaadr &l 31 ahdr 81 gdife I8 Tsieiias
cra off g1 Wohell & F&ifeh 3RA A A & IR gerdr Yodh F enfAer glet o fauer favemar @rer gr o)
AR & AT SgTel & TAT ey FT 39T W HATS 3&aAT oot a7 f9gR & fAUT=Tq@st oA & T
FLTTAGT g¢ g &1 WO & HIE @0 S @ ¢ o ATellaasit o araAer & fov #Ey &1 T8 arm g Fehal
g, S8l O A3 H UVelled H I I [STEASRIAT YAGR HT HGHH AT =gl | HENIET Iod H
AT SETell che I 379el ITATARABT & I@AT TRT| FA Tehoord & ITARFT TeTHA HCr HI TATel
TG g TR ger & fRel ol ol ol 30f@id o W@ fgar Sire 3k enfd sanfia &ea & ufa garehy ey
Fdhdl ST ST
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