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Universities need to be headed by distinguished academicians
Editorial

The recent submission by Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar to the Supreme Court of India,
contending that the Chief Minister of Kerala has no role in the appointment of the Vice-Chancellors (V-C)
of A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technological University and Digital University Kerala, is another instance of how
recent Governors are the political and ideological adversaries of an elected State government — as seen in
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and, to some extent, West Bengal. Mr. Arlekar had appealed against an attempt by the
Court to break the long-standing impasse over V-C appointments to these universities by guiding the
creation of search-cum-selection committees and laying down rules. The Governor submitted that the 2018
UGC rules for search-cum-selection committees mandate persons of eminence in higher education and
must not be connected in any manner with the university or its colleges. Thus, according to his submission,
the Chief Minister, as someone intimately connected to all such institutions in the State, had no role. The
draft 2025 UGC Regulations take this further by divesting State governments of a role in appointing V-Cs
and bringing it under the Chancellor’s purview. While the Court will rule on the merit of Mr. Arlekar’s
position, it is worth noting that Governors in States ruled by the BJP or its allies do not seem to have such
problems with the governments they nominally head.

Governors were originally instruments of colonial power and were retained by independent India. From
the very beginning, however, they have often acted as political agents of the ruling party at the Centre. Over
time, central and State legislation defined and restricted the discretionary powers of Governors which were
vested in them by the Constitution. After Independence, State governments retained the colonial-era
practice of having Governors as heads of universities — to continue the stated intention of ensuring
independent higher education as well as to have a “father figure” or a wise elder. The Acts passed by State
legislatures, such as those for A.P.J. Abdul Kalam University, specifically define who the Chancellor will be.
The Governor owes his or her position as Chancellor of a university to the respective State government.
Even as the Court circumscribes the gubernatorial powers regarding the signing of Bills into law, State
governments are acting decisively against having Governors as Chancellors of State universities — one of
the few other domains where Governors have a strong say. Punjab and West Bengal, for instance, have
passed alaw making the Chief Minister the Chancellor. University heads need to be hands-on, distinguished
academicians with a broader profile and vision, and strong managerial skills, rather than political
appointees, State or Union.
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g1 SNTHET PURT FT TFRIcHS T gaM

JUGHT

SITHET & IR & SH16 al Felod, & Her=l 3R AL (5%) 3 WIS (18%) & B &l AR e e, folai
TIELT T Siiael AT W ECFH Gl dAfehed Tl 3cUIG, Hleieics AT HHleA UF TG 9T 28 1 5116 40%
SFH AT TR I APRIcHAS AT &l Il gl Hhg d Aodl & JTAGETEIT qrell SordeT 10.30 & Tell
Seadr Hiffer H dJoh & dc 37 had W AqgT o9f| fada@=t o Fgr o & 37 dcor@ A g arel Ao
B &l HIET Fgel I G 0wy STECelehelel ( Tol¥d T HAT ) Hgl SIell AgU| ThR &l AT § &
HogAT IBEHT TET gled ¥ WS A AT F=19 3R v hffAs gfdfhar & A-ghaaRer & fardr
g, fordr siteeRar seaft 3R Siia 9Tel arel 39T H @ FN| IR Foled dlel SHTHST HI o] 36T 3R
ST Se1a & Frel ¥ Y aT) AR AT dohr F eI 30T ¢ ¥ F IR & 3PR AFwsT 3R
S5 3TereT-37creT foram o Sfivwd! &A, Afhd FF@a o 93 forar ar Samer sa eamaiRal & Sfeerdar &
HIHAT FAT TSl AT 3R serar @l o derar fAear arl s Sivadr gurt a1 A-gtheaiier, ¢5 3R 39efr
R HSHRIcHS THIT G, ST 3T ST © |

Date: 06-09-25
HRT & 3f8F F 3T Is-v al & ST=a &

Ade HTd, (A &F 3TYHHN )

TEATH &I 3¢ sﬂﬁvgmw,aﬁﬁ?aéﬁﬁﬁmmw;ﬁﬁﬁﬁw
W Y 7S o g & 377 3a-fe gt 7 @ g, fowe geret s Herfea
S 4-::' el RIer Teee fashd 1 U WM 3FHT A 3R A HT ST HIHBIS
- 8T & 9T AT, ST Fole, AT HeX 3R FIARIS FiFrceldd TATAT 2AT| 1990 3R
2000 & & H RIS 3N HSE I FHIAT dTed AR T AT H QA A &
foT ¥ i IRAGAT & ar gied o, 3R & € qoraarot| oA Td Raer vwee
I Afa & FRT ool 39 el F v caragiRe sg W7, St As-T
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3T a1 dgeR ARSI @ 3=a IUTEdr are JTErEl HT Jemer # F| sd wAT & "weld I H Aest IR
gRATOT 7 IaH & 367 §Mlﬂaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@r¥ﬁmﬁﬁﬂ%%3ﬂ?mﬁqﬁﬂﬁsﬁmm
H QR I G TEIH IR AT g et 7 & Tk R, AT e I fher | gHAT Sgd
37F AT ATATH STAR H ST &, TS Sl e i AR aRg & e & Fa @ & A
TEAH & AT T35 & A, Fo W S AT Foled @ ol Rl A Fwolt 7€ wr wnl oo F ueed
HEST Th ‘IS (BIET §Tel) & 37 a Hehd F, AfdheT A o e iy, FEafHer qof, grs-edis fare
3R dgel TIR-HERIfT S giend &

EITA H T IRATH H Shdel ol & TAIT 3T, ikt 1o & fAv e S &1 BT 3 AR : Is-v
IPE TI/F- S Hael IW R, e G T AR o ol 7t ¢ F| Hog & AT feen &
AOHA TS ST HS gl AT| I FS AT A Sellehl & WY Heol el Told &1 ool # A9 Fo o7l
o@{l 3R, X H A THTAT JHifhe, Al IR W A ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ%wmmw
el dex, AT g3 3R agavea i cagaiRe afafafRat & foeer ser Alewiar 3k dar 3mo) #er
IMEAH Tl ofell| STog & ool & olier 8ff oAb & AT Jeamd 3= 9|

Ig Td & 91 § S feoo-aeane gred o g ATl ¢itheh ST & foeT &1 3 a1l Al olfehed gr$d % 8ot
& o off TEATH FT TAEAR ST fawhlesd AT i TSTART 0T 6l 319 gAM SH & el 81 iR 3R aTRer
gl dl 3RTSTehall BT ST &1 ool g% & AT HIfSAT I I2ae # el oo el S & ZoA HeoT AT a6
3 a1$ ANl o AA o T G Ak B EoA AT BT HT| 3T Sollehl oo I Tgeh 3o 1S AT, STeT dge
HEIr AICHST H aRve Ao 3N foeiery ofisy W 81 HARA & FFIG-Golol T Uclleh AT 37leAeh SGglel
fe@ar oem| I HRART Y Are e & o g faRaedlig Sliaed &1 quar cusl Y RARd 7d w4, Fifh
STog, 1 gehiehd & JFERT HIHAT BTN XA Sl FHEAT I § foh 95 #RA & ATl ﬁqu 98} g1 9Rd
# 3T Rerser, 3iftha, ARl 3R ARG glawr arer giaafara aedt # s ot § 6 oa v aeams
3HIAT & d QU & 37 W T ISl ¢l U6 G AR & 37 IR AT Ui A # & U g, gl 2 oy T
mﬁmmmmwﬁa 3o AR-UTT AGIRT F d18Y HheH W@ & A 3R T-
U5 T ARG dsll & T S g1 SHA DI sl AT S &1 81 S5 &, s wRoT gar 93 e &
TG Y @ o- o 3T TEH A HR G = 3w

Iie feeell @ 1990 & & H Ueh FATCR! # RIS weee Afd qarg gl o Jeare H3lt geicr & =7 |
R #RA H AU I AR Tl & IR GAditold ham Srar df ufardl l Jeame, sarefe, Js,
geXIdIe, doals A 98T Adhdsl & AT Wcargd fFar Sar a9 s H#gPRI & gTald 3do HATGg Tl aid|
AT |t MY 9RAT Shufeat 7 Tl et €, [Sieteh FEarerd o0 are et & a6 82 Y SHehr Jofel
ARG @ H, ST87 HARE AT gl ?mﬁﬁﬂv_&g@%ﬂ
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AR Rs PR

plerer arell s & S=ATwedfl aer & rrof

TS FT, (AEF FEAH FHE TF qF FAT 7N § )
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AR faed T FeH gaT SIFHEAT dreT U 8, 581 65 YiRrd @
¥ AR 3598 § A A & g1 Ig FAAATEIhT ATHIA
AR T 3w warfay & 7 FeAT do F Sl A &TAdT I@ar
€1 FAR AT ot R &, Afehel 3oTeht JMTcATaeara et Aldl &
el # SEY AT §, Fhifeh 3o cATagIRep hierel i HAl AeHH
2T &1 319 Fara T8 § T 7 Fad B e g9 38 3EaW
Y $AT GTC AT Y gH catar AR Irawrie Jegdr i iR
IR & ool gl g¥ied & 2025 A HT TR qarh § ok
a & dae A gfaed a1 & aaries wierer YRR Ured #R 9 g1 STafd ST, S 3 gfEor
PINAT S S H Fg g1 70 F 90 IfARAT T Tga TehT &l FeT Tofe & fob IgT & JaAT3T BT AT &TACT
3R IATEHAT HRAT AT Jodal H Fel ATF &l Tg IR R & AT TR Fohe & dohd & Bt @ o7
gaT3il 1 SRASERT 36 @IS HT A6 @ |

gAR faeafacaredl & & O a@l o fdded g, dfshed 397 & 937 F&aT U @it & Oedss a1 ar
3CIAN T 3YETIHT & 3TTET Tehailehl GETAT Bl & 3R & €1 3MYfIeh HRIETST & 3fefehel AT Eehod | ASET
ierer T 9 3R 4 HAGT & ITER ST 40 GTARIT &l ai3it & 9 SR 9= & o
31|d\’uq»cq|qslﬁcha#%l$r€ro‘-|ﬁ%lmyﬁwgw%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?@ﬂﬁﬂqmaﬁmﬁ
gAY T 3R wfietor cyawar F @ & FE Rl 2024 A e e@fAw e A fRu arv wdaror A 39
IR AT 3R TS Y AT 10 IR ar3it & @ shael 12 Yicerd o 3iqarer gietor forar a7 3R 308 &
ot JTARIeT T 3FAIE & AR VSR et fAS| Jg dhael RIS T Feleil 16l g, Sfesh JRIETor a7 &
FHN FT M §1 AR A fw uferor geas gaffeer 1 08 & § 357 @ & 7 @ €
UISAHHA SR el § AR TRIETOT geufd # o o 3myfareh dehelichl HHIUET T SEAATST § AR o & 3@
Y AT I AT @M ST &1 IR 8 FATST # araaides RIeT @ 39 o ‘GEY gof &1 dgis AT ST &
g Ig gar § & Bafemd o off Al fr Faid W @t F8 39w 9| kuﬁsﬁmaﬁmﬁg
mﬁamﬁwmﬁhmﬁ%mﬁwﬁmmﬁmﬁ%lmsrwira’mm’rag?r
e o &1 SoIehl Hendle T3 1 IAT-3ielhel GRIETUT &l 3R FaRISEIR & fav R &3l g
gTelifeh ST g Fo 3R &1 gt Feah ol
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faffieer Ratet & @R F@mser 30 yfaerd yfRIfeTd Jarsit & gReror & are o AsR A e AR Seg
fer 3 IR Ireurl 3R wa da= arell AlwRAt & @eAe 77T| T8 58 o1 FT GId & o dao gAO9T
YAT AT FAT AT g1 TRALTOT T I[OTadr IR 3HAN 3TN & S31d &1 el Aholdl o HaM| ATHT
Ra # I8 gaEar 3R gl &1 3ifAwer Aeaw aedy 3R at-esd aEr a & @faa & amar J ufdvetor
é‘ﬁ@fﬂ@T&gﬁW%l%ﬁﬁQﬁf&Tﬂwéwﬁ SeTAC PolFeidel T AT AR dheirhl TTERAT Hr TS
& HROT 9 G ehwua%‘r?rmﬁl?ﬁamgmawaﬁ%mawqﬁrﬁwaﬁﬁw,aﬁ%awq@ﬁ
& [T & arereT g1 € o WU | 39 WA I AT 97 R 1 Hierel Hehe gy G M| gferdr &
Hhel AT qaTd ¢ o Ig Ul Feell ST Tl §1 ST T 33T TSohelel TAECH SHRI Schse 3GTgAUl
§| I8 OTF Uglg & TIY-A1Y 3NN H Aragiiies JfAGTT od &1

SITareT T 3ifeafT gomelr iR e & ot gfetor et o off I Afaa famar § & e 3g@ier ik fer
Aot Tl A Slerel G Taa: TUFT & Tohdl gl ST &2 FHI Aheldl oI ITYR Jgr @I ¢ b 3oaled
JaT3T T Shdel Fhcrel deh WAT F61 frar, afesh 3¢ aredide HIA &1 3ed [Gomar| #Ra &1 o 58 g
TR AT BIANT| HHA HT HNAIHT & 6 hierel ASTA3i 1 Teh FHdlehd HI IR oAl g1am, aifer qRefar 3k
TH-ag GiAfRTd g1l TRIgThl S AlThihd Ffeor f&ar S 3R 3¢ THI-GAT W eyl fhar S|
UISAHHT T 3G T ST & TR Feoralr gram 3N amefior &5t giRetor el & @y Sigar gem|
Aasd 9iaTor o, Sfoee Ford iR TR 3ehei & Aty A@EieRT 38 G 7 3H FeH g "hd o
ey & et @t off ureTsHE AT AR ST IeER Iucey W F afhy srefieR seer g T
HecaqUl a1 g & foh el T &l ahdor Al 9 deor WA & @ v JHelias s i depia
gar3it & fahf@d e glel| derelieh Scfell doll & deof W ¢ h T SR A@r a1 #ire $o & avl #
I g1 STar g1 O F FAIHT AR AT DT WG oAl G| HTeTellgel TlhIA 3R ATSshI-hId
A TS 9 gohd ol

HR & Far Ak TN arediash GUfT aoial, 519 3@ Shaor 3Fr g1, afew garar o & Smeah| S
T HG F37 HROT G HAlhRaT T el 787, afcsh Jarsit & 3ugera ST &1 399 g1 e Hfa-FaATor 3k
fshaTeags & GUR fhT 1T, GRIGTOT T T[0T d61 ST 3R 3eIT-RIET & " I a1 S, ot R o
hael el Jar3il & T AR FART T Fehall, dfesh dfRaeh il 7 3ol off o1 geoham|

i E| i. I I El égé Date: 06-09-25

AR 3R At e
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21 1 ettt 7§ foee, fRafags fér qreams, fadg Terurh a8, fafema fadr seree 3R 3ara siiefes
&g deols A U I WIS ¢ A &F FH & AlTGT H 4« & I AR o1 367 e afafaft &
Fg o &, 90 @ o7 g S §1 g A S TG A TSET Tl & 3R ASS F 3w ear 7 916 AR
AR & fATUU & S 2T AR T 3@ ufshar &1 AT g1 AR e & R Aaw fr s
3Rt & FROT 93 YA 9T g W 38 e, el & Aldr 3R 3w aifa, Wt @ s §) W s6 g
3T 9rE ¢ SAET A 31 T &

TEAll Ao A TGl BT SHE [T ST AR T &1 I & IF § F Ig qedaor girr R F i
geftr 3 e &1 3ARERT aROTA g1 9Ra # 3rerer 8T &1 3 YWl § I§ FARTd HE 6 Fod
E el FT TEY &1 T AT frar Jw 3R 39 W@ Jr 3¢ iz gae & fov a8 fad A
& HIY-ATY 3 HJelel ®AA fhar S| HRA & Jiftehrer Bedr & tar =g g1 9r i g1 TEdk 9 Siel
TAATOT olel 1 gorTa FIRT Tl W o@IaR d¢dl off W@l &1 96 # a9 o 3 HEU0 &g Hehe ¥ S
W &1 SRl IRUTH IT§ & o UST T HAFA ST & HIET ST &1 §, AT 3eTehl ST5] &l GHEIC hshic HXLAI3N
H d¢ X fear Jrar g1 eRATel RaR ase & W@ g, 3R SToerr & 9ar TAEET Sd-goTell fr 7T &
FHHT T TH 6T ST ¢, ST AeId ofel [ieprel somelr 3R a1 =or o &t &+ e dt ) Rwms
&l Bl T deh T AT A Ugel ATl T AWig S8 Wl oA ¥ TN YATHeT T A § &Y Tl
g &

STeary aiEde 3R cafte et & $ROT T FHEU g Aol 3R AT g W § AT AR dchleT gl
T AT TR §1 AT fG@rd ¢ b W Io-AYT AR H AlTqst ol 318 gIerdr gl H sy
3T T@T | HAleged 9gd IFEAAT 1 §3M & A0 & 0§80 I§ AR STodl I I FS J5AT H
g &l dCdlg T ol 18 feeT deh dger 31T 1|

mmmﬁmﬁmﬁmwmmaﬁaﬁw@ STFA-HIHAN G ol fgATerel
ﬁ%rﬁw@m%aﬁ%r%w&%%%ylmgaﬁqﬁw%ga@a:sﬂaémas
ﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁlsqﬁaﬁ%mﬂﬁﬁlW%mw%ﬁﬁmﬁ,aﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁwmgv%,
qgT TETS iE AR gaft F IR fr TAH geA3i & A THA g3 37 I§ Rl A F I sFgee
ﬁ?ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂﬁ){&mﬂ@&u $NOT JE AT T G6T & Aol -7 U NI Haail 3T geelt
WWWWWIWﬁﬁﬁmels:s”Mdsi PRIC H gl glT AMRT AT

AT T a1 N AT HARAT MG AT AT AN o F dge AR i TWA g1 Tgell a1 ar 3 fF gaAR
e Al TR &F AT off AR F7ET &1 el STor el cgawr Algs f AEdRa 3af™ @ Aues &
forT SR =€t 81 5@ 3rear 39 A gHg & o AT aIRe i gea g w8 T Auear g gl
T A AT A S BESY S SR & olg 9 & AGH Q00T & 36T ST g 6 @dsw & ofr
3 & 3fee aTiRer gl st & 9gol g0d A & oo 3R aeans ueh # 39 70| Ig fahfdd oRa &
fow 3reoT 3eTERuT AL &
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SEIER HAT
et

g AT o shael dieplcll &, 8H el W ol fager il & foF R & Semerer 47 wfderd AR & f@ord
HTRIRF A gof &1 ITOIRE Al & 8 g, 3uger AR ARt & @ard 3wy & 7R AT
nfAer &1 ‘TAfATYs B 3ARRee Ry 3UTT TR T Ig IeTTA WH A I@ar g1 33 grer &
A e fades @ae # 9w fev av &, arfe iR TR ArFel 3R R g, FegHsr O J6
Hr 30 e 8 Sl H TGl U, o 38 T YeHFd AT oA ST| $H HAUT HT 3Heleh goil AR A3t o
farer foham &1 3T SIATS 918 foh 39N A &ieled o7 1T, AT Sofehl gouTer gram, fored fauierdt i fererme
T e | o e 7 47 9fded F HhT AR & g W aieE gnr g, a6 #3 Fee & R @
GHST ST Fehcl &1 ST are] IRUIET WY 8, 38 el of et & gouailer &l i g Ukl g1 ST HeheT|
o & T 3o ARG & [Geh AW ool % & Hleg WWgﬁTﬁ,ﬁﬂaﬁWﬁﬁﬂTm
gl

T & B a1 § fn 27 TsEl, e daenfla gerl R Sy ARORYE & For 643 ABAT & T@-er9y wE
T S &1 IS §| GATT GUR & THC FIH HE drell TAeY FEAT TR o 9147 § & 302 ARG & [&emd
ITRITF AFS Gof g1 3987 & 174 W IR 3R Ay §1 ear & 40 wfaea &3 & erw, ar
I & 74 gfderd H#EE WIS AHT &of 81 AHCAS H Tee &3S & oarsHar 87 gfara A¥dr
IR MRS IR &1 aEda &, ST H s 0O gl F&7 &, [T 3RS SET arel AT o &1 gTelife,
Ig ST e SUH UIET W FaH MGl §, 38 96 Ffard AT & f@erh 3ofe A o § & wRd
I Y arel Telifae gof off 379er T3t W o9Tey arel grT & AT & 6T o &1 gge T8 3¢ Jars
IS off fF Tolelifae gol TAT SRR a1l & fohadR Y &3, AIR SHH FHFIATET el (&l WY &1 Ig 371G
o & & o Toteianail & el & STedl gorars R Saen gl =@1fe, dfehet sad off @thorar wgT ffer or
W g A, A §F SRR faurae), el @ 9 dhd ¢ 3R o gRerR ARIT A

S g &, 3AA FE IR AT o1 G 6 72 FGF ARG A @ 29 AT 40 YTRIT A & W ITRIR
HAHS I TR Far B é@,ag?r forrer gl 1 o S g &1 RO, SFEA-HAR, Al 3R 3Es
& ARG A I TWE IS RIS AHT Gof 7 glol T FIal & &1 TeIETel, TN o ARFGT v 3had
Uiy & off feoraeT 3rihs ger fru &1 3maey gor & AT i 3t gufd 37.21 g 30T &1 gof ¥ aren
a9 & & 30 Aua@emst & ¥ 11 7 3Raufa #H &1 Felcd H a8 A6 A6 3RIUTT 7 ¢ STH Hig
SR g T & 3R At fY diee AT & WY Sodt gol Svel| Sl 3RS 96 © & 98 &y &
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e o FuRr arel #A # JmA oelt 1 yfafAfcd ) @ 81 3 fafayant @ e’ Ig g guwr R
TATAT I 3FHIE FATT I |



