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INDIAI, Global Collaborative Agent

Why Xi’s call for proliferation makes sense
ET Editorials

Xi Jinping, not quite India’s new Donald Trump, urged
SCO members on Monday to strengthen Al cooperation,
while jettisoning a ‘Cold War mentality’. India should
make the most out of this call-out. It's tempting to cast
the development of Al as an ‘arms race’ with a strong
binary quotient where the Soviet Union has been
replaced by the People’s Republic. But the parallels with
nuclear proliferation can be deceptive. Al holds a far
greater transformative potential, and the nature of its
dispersion is completely different. China has already
demonstrated its ability to take a big leap in GenAl at a
fraction of the cost of development in the US with
DeepSeek. This should encourage other nations like
India to get cracking on foundation models and put Al on

a broader evolutionary tree.

A non-proliferation regime based on access to semiconductors doesn’t seem promising because countries
are already in a race to build their own chips — India’s first indigenous 32-bit processor chip was
unveiled on Tuesday. The world is also pivoting towards RE, which should democratise Al use that needs
a lot of power to crunch data. The critical input for ML is data created by humans, and that can only be
served through proliferation. China is eminently suited to suggest a multipolar approach to Al, having
acquired requisite capability. It has moved ahead with commercialisation of the tech, while the US is yet
to make it profitable.

The US sees India playing a role in Al dispersion by bringing down development costs. Gaining access to
Chinese innovation should help in this endeavour. It shouldn’t be difficult if both the US and China see
India as a collaborative Al agent. Approaches to regulating Al (still) differ significantly in the two
countries. India can gain by incorporating elements from either. This should also sit well with India’s
position on the ethical development of Al. Closer engagement with China in hi-tech also helps India to
reset its lopsided trade relations with it. The call for multipolar Al must be heeded by India.
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Unmistakable shift

India signalled a change in foreign policy stance at the SCO Summit
Editorial

More than the outcomes, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's decision to visit China for the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit was a clear message from the government on a shift in its
foreign policy outlook. It has been seven years since Mr. Modi had travelled to China, and his meeting
with Chinese President Xi Jinping was their first such bilateral engagement since the military standoff of
2020. It has been three years since Mr. Modi attended the SCO summit, a Eurasian grouping seen as
decidedly anti-western. Meanwhile, photographs of the bonhomie between Mr. Modi, Mr. Xi and Russian
President Vladimir Putin evoked memories of an inactive Russia-India-China (RIC) trilateral. The bilateral
meeting with China saw the two leaders give their approval to the normalisation process initiated in
October 2024, leading from troop disengagement along the LAC. The two sides agreed to fast-track the
boundary resolution process being discussed by their Special Representatives. They also gave the green
light for the resumption of direct flights, visa facilitation, and the building of economic ties to “stabilize
world trade”. As Mr. Modi committed to “taking forward ties ..based on mutual trust, respect and
sensitivity”, Mr. Xi called for the “Dragon (China) and the Elephant (India) to come together”. Such
bonhomie was unthinkable even a year ago, and it is clear that it has been driven, in some measure, by
the U.S. moves to impose tariffs and sanctions on India, and New Delhi’s sense of mistrust about the
Trump administration’s intentions. This allowed Mr. Modi and his delegation, for the moment, to side-
step some of the concerns India has had over China’s actions, including its support to Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor, the blocking of Indian moves on UNSC reforms and NSG membership, and holds on
designating Pakistan-based terrorists.

It was significant that the Tianjin declaration included strong language against the “cross-border
movement of terrorists”, albeit condemning the Pahalgam attack and attacks in Balochistan against
Pakistani forces, in equal measure. The declaration also saw the entire SCO membership find common
ground on contentious issues such as the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and condemnation of U.S.-Israeli
strikes on Iran, although India maintained its opposition to the paragraph supporting China’s Belt and
Road Initiative. Mr. Xi’s plans for an SCO Development Bank, and Mr. Modi’s suggestion of initiating a
“Civilisational Dialogue” between SCO members found mention. While the outcomes and the optics made
for what Mr. Modi described as a “productive” visit to China, his itinerary missed some opportunities for
closer engagement with leaders from India’s neighbourhood and the Global South, as he skipped the “SCO
Plus” Summit.
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sf3ar T St 91T gl, I8 AS S 337 FT ATAR & &1 5T FERA H TUFHAAT A FARKT Tsgafa ¢a Fr
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38k ggel 1 I T R H AT P @b FHIT gU TGN T e P b &l FHA IS A
& ST Hehell foh ool oereter g asf 3R fORY &0 @ #ifds #gAR & a1 @ Facel 3R sncafaeiar H
a1 g1 W &l S Tl 3R HcATARAT R e fear Srar & a $© 3camel oot iR e delr aeg3it
& SR H RIS T AT B

3T A% 1 a2 ITg g foh of o Tl 39T Fr G & 378 &1 & 3TeY dl S 97 @7 ¢ 3R o &
& N AEAT H HANIR §Ta & AT AN Tofel &1 ey dolt qU g S A 31 331 & 4y
f3oiseT 37 33T & dgd S Y T ST W' &, 98 PR grfad gl

SHY GehR oAg1 [ A Sof ST3AT Ugel & &I Fo Voma Q@ § 3R g@ehr vAoT Ig § & 3ot o #
I TEAT H AT B 97 ® & 3 9 P ot & ® & Qfisger FHOT Y e A S gwerar
o @ W ¥, 98 o s ugel 1 UROTH §, AT Tg TS HidA g W & F AR 3eer sera
&2 I AN Joe & fow 34 ufdageudar &1 ggeleT i 87 T uT @1 8, S 39Hr 30T § Fr Sl
AT A?

B & FROT § 6 AR 3T St Al aEgt W AR 37 aHe wal & Srdee 9 ¥ 3
IEQU o 3 &1 T 8, TSeTehT 3cUleet $IRA A A & Toa g1, olfehel 38 AU & 37 &3l &I o 93
YA W IATT & W@ &, e & F deor & AT fhar o dear € 3R S e gEy AT @ o
oA Ig S g1 foF AooRT i STl F a&qu off a3 YoArer o) AT & 37 W &

THR HI 37 HRON AT Il I 3Tl FAIROT G g1am, [t g 3ifadvest va a7 3egemfa o
M vd AR H gCd fAGT A T W@ §1 ST AR 9 QFT AG RN, AT dAeh A AV deA H el H
AT TRaT ST FhaT & 3R & € 3RS & ART el W@ #1| 3<oT g g fh TR Bic g #Jsdiel
3CATHAT F G2 FI AR Tollel & I AT H enfAer
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ARIRAT AR Y CTIA H Uh WA F7 ToeT Har| FATT 7 @ oot d faRh @ard g & faw
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Tose § v 85 dar fyaifori-arseraiRat fr S & ST Anl YUEER 99 & G Reg ANGT A TR
TIY-gaHT AP F foT 3T SAdr ST gomel & sy T A ST 3517 A1, 38 F dgd A A4
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60,000 RIFR EMT| ggel & et o 8K F 37 HWIT I Wil Wt AT| $H FFAC F ST §U TEAHA
o 28 3FTEA H1 Tacchr Taaddr fgae #R fer| 3mA dR R et &1 RBosr arel A= gF 7 ar gA-
TSI & TY gl 8, AfheT ol & 9 oS¢ deal & SlA-Wel AT SIRAT &= ST §, W Seeal sl &
ATy THT TG GIT| AT TSoAfcieh FToRAF & Toid 2014 & 9T AL # a8 U3 F MG 96 T
@ 9T, S U faeg RS B
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AU ASTAT P A IIIT THAA P ST §C $H Aorelm & 11 A R g W JFAAT AL o T
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frar, ag dger & TaTell & O H UT| 3T dIG oF 30 & I ool Tgal &l ol dT IRT W
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MNTAT & o6 & R 0RA & I o AT T Al FY W 8| el & AT WA fdare & &5
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St Feanfae AT R #1 §, 30A &8 o 35H AR & §l 3R & R AT & @y g6y
hRIcHS &M & 39 §¢ a9 Tarfas & 388 Ueh 41 GHHIUT gaarm, o e 3 aaRes
TR @ 3ARST & AT eldr Aridd g Fohdl &1 TET aot6 & & Yooh o9l & oI a8 g8l
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TFAed H 3 ARieRT & @y-ary &7 3R O & Oy Gaul & U 937 AT &ol T hITNer
I, o SHA AR & AU WA #T T 99 ofAH B Ig [T § & dgad H-UeEiides
aReeT & T ARG F T§ FASTA I S 81 ol fob 3T glAar vy =gt ® TS B
AR ARTT &7 @ 39 Ra & 3ARFT & Y AUR ardt A Th FJfAd RN AT A6 §
Afehst 3MARERT & AT 3=l e SATeT 316H g1 1S oferdl 81 TEY dolg § o 9Rd o dehfeus 39
& H & AR AT F qg TEaeT & A Fr G H 39 FeA 350 9 4P Adiol H &
IR AT T 3 T ART A R T Aapaead Jfafehar @ & e o9 §, ar 3@Rer &
IR TAGPR 30 [drelds adr 3§ &1 Tard I8 ¢ & 3R FARSr 39 & aeamsmdr haar
O fORT @ar g, O 30 ARd & 394 BT H 330 1T FeAT F WA FAT gl AT Ig &A1
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