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Grim Soap Opera

New study shows how basic hygiene can reduce infections in Indian hospitals
TOI Editorials

Hospital infections are often more dreaded than a
patient’s illness. Bacterial and fungal germs that enter the
bloodstream are hardy survivors, nearly impossible to
defeat. It's why doctors can’t wait to pack post-surgery
patients home, just so they’re protected from catching a
hospital bug. Overuse of antibiotics has rendered the
strongest of drugs toothless against these persistent
infections. Now, the results of a seven-year study
coordinated by AIIMS and funded by US’s CDC, has
quantified the medical fraternity’s apprehensions. One
major route that ferries hospital germs are central-line
tubes inserted for chronic conditions or in very sick
patients to deliver medicines, fluids, nutrition. The rate of
CLABSI (central line-associated bloodstream infection) is high for Indian hospitals, almost 9 per 1,000
central line-days. In US, this was less than 1 infection for every 1,000 central line days. About 40% of
patients with CLABSI die. The sobering point - these infections are entirely preventable.

Hospitals may want to see how best to follow the example of Johns Hopkins ICU, as narrated by surgeon
Atul Gawande in The Checklist Manifesto. In 2001, critical care specialist Dr Peter Pronovost in Hopkins
ICU took a leaf out of the aviation sector - the checklist - and supported nurses to call out any doctor who
didn’t follow the five basic steps (wash hands with soap, wear gloves etc) when inserting a central line. At
the time in Hopkins ICU, about one line in nine was getting infected. Dr Pronovost knew doctors were
skipping at least one critical step. Following protocol ensured that within a year, central line infection
rate dropped from 11% to zero. It isn’t rocket science. As the latest study’s authors noted, India’s
challenge is basic - staff strength and training. What will it take for our doctors and nurses to wash hands
with soap, wear gloves etc, and use sterile drapes when inserting central lines?
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Renewed focus

India and Japan showed that their ties were stable amid a global churn
Editorials

On the first leg of his tour East, Prime Minister Narendra Modi travelled to Japan for a two-day visit for
the 15th Annual Summit with Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba before moving to Tianjin to attend
the SCO Summit. The last summit, in India, was in 2022. The two sides issued at least a dozen documents,
aimed primarily at updating their agreements and giving them a “Next-Gen” focus. Japanese businesses
have raised their investment targets in India to $68 billion and signed about 170 MoUs with Indian
partners. Apart from the Joint Statement, there was a 2035 Vision Statement, including eight areas of
cooperation such as economic security, mobility and green technology transition. A “Next-Gen State-
Prefecture Partnership” highlighted grassroot-level ties and a boosting of direct flight connectivity. India
and Japan updated their 2008 Security partnership to include an annual NSA-level dialogue, more
engagement over the Quad, Indo-Pacific cooperation and UN Security Council reform. Of interest is their
Economic Security Partnership goal to build resilient supply chains and secure critical infrastructure,
using Japanese technology to help manufacture and process semiconductor technology in India, as Indian
companies face Chinese restrictions on the export of rare earth magnets. Japan’s collaboration with
India’s High Speed Rail “Bullet Train” project was showcased, with Mr. Modi and Mr. Ishiba travelling to
Miyagi province by train, where they also inspected a semiconductor factory. The joint statement
included strong language condemning North Korea’s missile tests and nuclear programme, and the
Pahalgam attack and cross-border terrorism, albeit without mention of Pakistan. The leaders also
stressed the importance of the upcoming Quad Summit of leaders in India this year, which has come
under a cloud over Mr. Trump’s actions against India.

While the text of the India-Japan meetings was largely bilateral, the subtext was geopolitical. Mr. Modi
flew to Tokyo in the wake of the massive American tariffs which threaten to upturn the Indian economy.
He also chose to make Japan his first stop before his talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping on Sunday
(August 31, 2025) towards normalising relations after a four-year standoff. Japan too is concerned about
the situation in the East China Sea, and has tensions over trade with the U.S., which led it to cancel a trade
negotiation team visit to Washington. The message that Mr. Modi and Mr. Ishiba sent out was that amidst
geopolitical turmoil caused by global powers, the India-Japan relationship remains stable and continues
to grow.
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Giving wings to India's youth
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Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana is a concrete step towards converting
demographic dividend into public prosperity

Mansukh Mandaviya, [ Union Minister of Labour and Employment and Youth Affairs and Sports,
Government of India |

India's growth story has always been written by its
Shram Shakti, or labour power. There has been a
remarkable arc in India's economic progress over
the past 11 years, under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership. India has risen from the world's
10th largest economy in 2014 to the fourth largest
today. It has carved out an enviable niche for itself
in the global arena, and the strength of its human
resource has had no small role to play in this
journey.
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Fueling this success story is the fact that India's

economic growth has been accompanied by an unprecedented expansion of employment. According to
RBI-KLEMS, while only 2.9 crore jobs were created between 2004-2014, over 17 crore jobs were created
in the decade that followed. Formalisation has also accelerated, as EPFO data shows.

Social security coverage

The real transformation, however, has been in social security coverage. In 2015, only 19% of Indians
were covered under at least one social protection scheme. By 2025, that number has surged to 64.3%,
reaching 94 crore beneficiaries, making India the second-largest social security system in the world. The
International Labour Organization has acknowledged this achievement as one of the fastest expansions of
coverage globally.

As we look ahead, it is clear that the future of the nation will be decided not only by the pace of GDP
growth, but also by the quality of jobs we create, the security we extend to workers, and the
opportunities we provide to our youth. Against a global backdrop of rising automation, uncertainties
induced by Artificial Intelligence, supply-chain shifts, and other vulnerabilities shaping jobs worldwide,
India stands at a demographic inflection point.

Of India's population, about 65% is under 35 years of age, constituting a critical demographic dividend
that gives our economy an edge as countries in the West reflect ageing populations. For years, India's
demographic dividend - its Yuva Shakti - has been cited as its greatest strength. Yet, this potential
remained underutilised. As we strive towards the vision of a Viksit Bharat by 2047, the task before us is
clear: we must shift from 'possibility’ to 'prosperity’.

Employment, in this backdrop, is no longer just an economic indicator; it is the foundation of dignity,
equality and national strength. It demands that we make our youth employable, integrate them into the
formal economy, equip them with financial literacy, and ensure that they are protected by a robust social
security net. Only then can our demographic advantage truly translate into a lasting national dividend.
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An ambitious programme

It is to address this challenge, and to bridge any gap between aspiration and opportunity, that the
government has launched the Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana. Initially put forth in the Union
Budget 2024-25, and announced by the Prime Minister in his 12th Independence Day address, it
represents a significant break from the past in both scale and design. With an outlay of X1 lakh crore, this
is the most ambitious programme in India's history, expected to create over 3.5 crore jobs over two
years.

What sets this scheme apart is its architecture. Unlike earlier programmes supporting employment
generation, this scheme addresses the dual challenge of youth employability and enterprise
competitiveness simultaneously. By offering direct financial incentives to both first-time employees
under Part A (up to 15,000 in two instalments) and employers under Part B (up to *3,000 per new hire
per month), it lowers entry barriers for workers while reducing hiring risks for businesses.

Equally important is the scheme's explicit push towards formalisation and social security integration.
Benefits will be channelled through Direct Benefit Transfer, ensuring transparency and linking new
workers to social security systems from day one. The scheme is thus a structural nudge towards a formal,
secure and productive labour market. Further, the added focus on incentives to employers in the
manufacturing sector is a further propellant towards making Bharat aatmanirbhar (self-reliant).

The Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana signals a shift from scheme-based interventions
towards a comprehensive employment ecosystem. It builds on the learnings of earlier initiatives, such as
the Production-Linked Incentive, the National Manufacturing Mission, and Make in India, and recognises
the changing nature of work in a competitive global set-up.

By supporting workers and employers, the scheme recognises that job creation is a shared responsibility.
As India seeks to become a global manufacturing hub while embracing digital innovation, the scheme
ensures that no one is left behind. Even the smallest enterprise and the newest entrant to the workforce
are integrated into the journey of national development.

A new India

This scheme is more than a policy announcement. This initiative is a concrete step towards converting
demographic dividend into public prosperity. It is part of the foundation towards realisation of the vision
of Viksit Bharat, where every youth has access to meaningful work, every work has dignity, and every
youth gets the opportunity to realise his or her dreams. Employment is, in its truest sense, nation-
building. With this initiative, the Modi government reaffirms its commitment that no aspiration will
remain unsupported, and no youth will remain without opportunity.
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Yok FUY Too & AT AR AR AT A 39 AW i vd Rfde &t 7 weder & i gee
FT & I 39T eF st & fAU AERY T Ueh 737 Wl AR fhar &1 ST T&fT, Ty, Taa Soll
IEUR, &dl, Hgeaqol Widel, 3eRcn Hiedifaehr 3R e geem ermr affer §1 sds dgd $3 gfauela
AT gC &, oo o haer @mem R @Afed &, sfer IRaw SR & off =t 2t A T A g9l
TrEH, ARG $ 3R A HRT R T 7T GOl HEe Yo d fAgead & 3ural S dorer & g Srart
¥ TE Areery 3R o Agcaqul 81 Sl §1 #Rd AR & depfoudh e Wielel # e § 3R STl & |
TSIl S SHT FI HT U FEAT AT 57 @I &1 3ARST S oo Afd d S o 3@ar =161 § 3R 0
H ag Y RA &1 3R 37 7 TR d & @ gl

IARHT ok HT THHE e BT PR & T #RA o ATeg AT & AT GO Falg 1 T
A& ThAT g1 S 8 39 @ v g fafdesr @Esilal & dgd S & 9RA # Uh gud F R e
gOIR 3RT A (9 60,000 FAST TIVU) & ALY T 8T W g1 3Hh Heldl alAT o & &g 3or
FIHIRT T TH-GEY & TGl G F 37Me- Sl Td HH A 1 AlehT A I ol 8 Teh HRANSTEAT et
gl AR ST W@ ¢ % 508 ara or@ 6RA IR&T SR & ST Sl 7 A& Goled T 37 &
Teh FHSIAT ARAT ARG HTHUTT HIMSeT (SEY) 3R ST TIRENH TFHACARLI Toldll & S =g aAr &
ﬁvﬂgﬁmﬁﬁmﬁasuldlaﬁé*<§3ﬂgl e, ARA-SITeT T TBERT T Fhad ar &2 &
fore, afeswr AfRaes wifad 3R ERar & fav ot #Agcaqol § Asigd aihcT U dgcR gfadn &l 3R & A
g fAe fsma €

SOH R AgT fF SUel deeile 3R ARAT 9fasm &1 A9 HdWASET Yo W T AT AT Hi
HFR & Fhal gl T 3T AR FAarar & &7 #H gl Sf & g Gl e AcAARar & fau o
FgTaqul gl alel ot o dRE FHsila & dgd Fee Hisc MR W Uh {1 HIHA & & fov o F@siiar
forar Bl 38 FeH @ AR & I Sioarg dedl & fav gefr iR diedfadh gfder we # #Ace @e
bl gl SATATeT & Y SIUR, Adledy AR 3GIAHAT 1S &3 #F TgINET Hr IR FHGAT g1 Ad3¢TH,
siegifrehr 3R HTAA AUT S HTA-AET &7 3 RER el g7 Tohdd 81 $H R I THIGANT &l
TR SHTAT o ST 8, aifeh HARHT Yoo AT S AR HIS golg HaST H HRA W W 7 STl Teh|
TUTAHAT si¥g AIGT 31§ died & I W § 3R 371G ¢ [ agr off gfausi caor & e ards aradia
gl 38 o #RA-de & Red WRET & F ST IS 7@ E 8, Afehed HARHT o & Hog W Akl
Sy Th AT W 3 T § 3R 37 A9 W &F ff IRd & Ty g AT o7 W § F 54 der 3w
AfFaal &1 3ol Fare ARG 3YA-GUe & @T AT FHARON HT HHR & Fehall g
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SATYTT & HTY 3gH 9
HIGHT

ST o TR H T &2 H 10 g9l 3RT A (e 60 IR | FUS ¥IY) & fader &1 o167 @ g, 3R
alel et & HAgeaqol @i, @ AR de@fTdhr S ®5 gq@ &=t # F@gIeT de & v gg avig a9
FR@Er A R AT g Qe gelt A 13 wHE @Al AR gEdae @ dfaR §9 G| Ageaqot a1 I §
& ST & Tg Hem AUR IR Yosh W IARAT T JARHA I AT & Fold dRawh geel W A=A
3YA-GUST & A AT HRA-SIe {3y wEifas 3R ARas @sielt & f[aedr &1 Givone g
Meg AT 3T 378 Ul gHEweT REOw sRer & 99 @Y aral & a9 d TS| gueaST Ay o gt -
SrarT 3R AT T ST IET F Ugd TROT H AT qgn‘l d ST AU & TUTHEAT REE sfer & ary
fﬂ@?mﬁ‘rg‘é’lWW%WWW#*&ﬁ?dl%d@f'ﬁﬁ‘fﬁﬁ@%ﬁ-ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ
ITURUT 3R 39 d9d ARG &I @ H 8T THET gl 'Ta9d #AgR’ 3R @eg- 9md #g™ERT $r
TEel ¥ R &I AT #AWR g &1 gt aer enfaqol, aey 3R R Ree-yend &7 & fov gfdeey 2|
SHe WY § Al 32 & f@e-9eiia &9 & &l & A Ay 3R carash Haur o §1 38 <ed alr o
P I ST 3R T HfHAFT ¢ & v foeg-oemd o # & o & @Y qgueiiy gwdr # Hqag
el H Ace [Aerdr g1 92, dARA 3R e o 39 Ay wEifae 3R aRas aEielr 7 e a3 3k
GAeY AT H AT oAig Wl & 9HE HTegae it AR Sldd ehhdd & § H HRA-SMA
TP o Fael g1 Al & A, afesw dRaw Aifd 3R FeRar & v off sga Ageaqoh &1 Alser dRaw
IRERAT & SFH S I R HT TER FgdT §gT1 FATe oY Fgeaqul & Fife gt & g g
TASAl @ 38 d2F H &S gl § [ HASTT eliehd ™ S8l gfaar &l 3R ot # Earsflideh ASIeR gl
&1 g Al s & yAE TRIIg qul A AT 0 GHT A g$ &, o9 AR wsgufd Seres €9
#r RE AT FF aw dRaT 3R 3ANFT & TIul F A= FREe 318 g1 W # JAUE-9Rd & 8
sl &7 hadr d9erh, 3TaEd He arelT &l
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asf sTg R IR T & ST Uk Re FI 3fefehelal F ATglel TARIAATT g1 el H eRA R qer=a@
g A R el Iegufar o BT & @ yfafAftsss TR R EA-awe B ardr g8 8, S e
ST & AT & AT § fF gl 3R 39 &1 Ay Y g TR gl WEAGR d W AT 7 3R 9 T§
91 A BT HIRT g5 & 5 QA g WER gfdeded =g, afew fawma 7 AR & aaa #, Ra
I el & 9fd Feoa=r Tea W &, W Al & 3R q & Al YR H hiHbdT FT q@c fagd @l &
SifSiar & GeAT STl & STaele $H JThHbT I ST g S Fehll| &, [Sfter & 3ea 3ea
3FHIG ST ST ¢ o 3917 319 81l & #Aged o a0 X & TEIPRAT g gl SaArder fir Ig e
ey g {6 e 3R AR & @98 @ U € &4 giiar & & d9d SdIeT JMEET ared 4T § 3R
Toldel A3 T fREdr g1 §ART aIed 3R 3 Usidl defell S gl

SO FS Hag AL F g & 2 IR 80 3 AT 31 AT A2t H & wa § 3R = F fa anifoe
WW%IW&Qﬁ%Wcmquaﬁqu el & 3R Q! #T Th-gEy & 9 A FqE T HebeT|
AT Hr AT RFhT Fliaedik § IR fOT TR W ART F Y FAoRersr 81 [har ST TohdT| grar oo &
dT AGHE @ Thd g, AR 3og Adig H Sl T 37T AHT ST ThdT g1 JgT 9 & g & Ahel T
FATT &1 fSFAely fie W STeT §, FIfh FAETITFd Sl I IHHT I0TAT T FgcdTehiall R T Jolalm
# 9gd fOEqd & | el 3t & oa Fgcarhieh Isg A § 3R F 3§ AACIAE & 9fd FIg TG F
T sig AT & arar & el 3R & =1 & & 9Rg 3o fQearm, geaa 3R dacaieaar &
TR W) AT & Y I Gauil Sl AR Tl & forw gfdeaey g1 ol g1, TelIHar Al & Ig o &gl ¢
f6 Moo are ®isr arad gfkar & o @ 9 nifay 3T RRar §1 ass, et gof & & frdy awg &
FARE farg 78 g Wil e el I F Fo G F Ty 39 W Qe & gorsmr ¢, S 39
& ARG & T Y 3Q FT iUl dF, O WA ae & Aged N FATT §, SAGT dE el o2l &
T4t FF 37 faalg de THCH el ¢@elT gl

IS R TG foF Faerd Ue a¥ F ARG GouT F FGUR 30T §1 FHener ATERIN m:ufﬁw?%owgé%l
el et & e @l 3z o g arell 1 oo a¥ 2024 # @ # gt MY Aar A & R 3@k
are el &t & deul A Sgd GUR IR 1 W Hrhd BraeHe @i & €1 3 el aut A 3l am
96 I ST g, difeh Sl B # | ST # Sl AT AR glaar # St @eer S ued ¥, gl
& far &1 319 3 ghrnd F Rl i A HE & AT S HH f TR g1 g qig A F 56
gl R & g 37HIE I@ Thd g1 9, 31 A F Ao & ' TgaeT ToresT & fRey g add
& SR Al AT T HATRIT Teh GRTHT dTA &, ST61 & §H AT HIasT &1 e A Tehl &
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