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Regulate, Don't Ban

Strict regulation can protect players of online games from financial ruin. Ceilings on bets is one idea
TOI Editorials

GOI's move to ban "online money games" has a close analogue in
prohibition. People drink, and some drink to the point of ruin. But
history is witness that prohibition never solved this problem.
Likewise, people have always gambled, some to the point of ruin,
but is a ban the best way to make this problem go away?

There's no denying that gambling addiction-online or off it-takes a
heavy toll on society. Data from Karnataka alone shows at least 32
suicides related to online betting since 2023. There are countless
other reports from across the country. When lab technicians and
auto drivers run up loans of 10L or more to play rummy online, a
ban seems only right. But consider its consequences. Some 400
companies, 2L jobs and 20,000cr in GST revenue may be wiped out in an instant, without stopping online
betting. Just as prohibition spurs bootlegging, a ban on online money games will result in players exploring
other options. The internet has no barriers, remember. Chances are the alternatives will be riskier. While
Indian tech workers will lose jobs, money might flow into those same offshore jurisdictions that pose
"significant enforcement challenges".

GOI should consider tightening regulations instead. In 2023, it gave the industry an opportunity to self-
regulate. While that didn't work, a firm hand now might produce desired results. Since the ban is meant to
protect players from financial ruin, strict KYC checks and deposit/loss limits based on credit scores may
be a good start. Data should be localised while blocking offshore betting sites aggressively. Govt has also
expressed concern about "manipulative design features, addictive algorithms, bots and undisclosed
agents" in gaming apps. It has already cracked down on such "dark patterns” in ecommerce and can do so
in online gaming also.

Other countries are still learning UK banned celebrity endorsements for gambling apps, and Italy banned
such ads altogether. US and Australia also regulate the sector with strict rules regarding KYC and
advertising. That's why India shouldn't go the way of a blanket ban either.
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THR & ¢ FU9ys O [QUey AR #7417

HUTGH T
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THE H WPR o Th 447 ool Uer foham §, TSaer 3 I8 g fo6 divs, dive afga &g ar I
&1 s o7 FAA 3PN ey O gwr A TS| 5 e deh Holl & Yraee ¢ - 30 et deh fecy @t
ar 319 e 3% ug & ger RAr Swem| e & Ig off Uy § 3PR HIE A 3H FAWT & & ar
38 T TR R ST FhaT| TXHR AAH & o O Fcg T JRA FH 9 R Ed §U HILfalh
AThdT & HIes! I I HT Feohell & | Taarcd 29 S[ee 1 fodd Tog@N o dde H garm b
e 105 @rell # $2 g@RT e ATAC # Hael S H ol §5 (0.13%) | Forliarel FA el &
@%mﬁéﬁﬁagﬁ%aﬁmﬁéﬁwwmaﬁéﬂqﬁwﬁwaﬁ@lmﬁ
TG # PR o adrr a7 foh g IRIAAT i Tetedifas gfdeaeyar &1 Rels agr 3@d, ofdhd Fgr
fh 193 Sreafafaferdl & Raems Ateel # haer a1 # & Aol g% &1 ¥ T IR gt & Al 70
fSer @ ot ST8T faueT TSR FI A I Je=ATdes] @S X @7 §, daf hdl RIT &l #Agsl 3RT
& UR W YeHaFd FIAT U & ol ffeuid - 3y ey 7 g a ey aeern &
s &1 FTAT e W GERT 9T 8T a0y H didr $I aURoT &7 Ac@r & gl
ggel a Adl Afde MR W SEAWT 2d &, dfehed 91 & 5T RRUN-4H &Y AT gl ol
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gH 39 Jefavder srdla & et Fo d@er gen

HIF 99, ( faeg 47 F @@ @F FHEATAC )
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HRT & Imafad oereter @t el W 50% SR® TR & oT & Ul & 916 & &7 ARI-3TARFT
& 3T Gal & IY-GUS &1 3 GINOT & R, Soitel (50%), WRAT (41%), <1304 (40%) 3R
AR ( 40%) & T & A cRE AT ST dlel 9ia ¢2if 7 enfAer g :3m g1 €89 & 9Rd &
AUt FFAET & Told 3R T§ Velld AR ATA-FAAT3T & forw eper arelm w11 3 @HH dd
3R 9¢ T, 9 T el T T & T dof @G & HROT HRA I giad fhar ST @I gl SAafh
T A JoT & GOU 93 WiER DT F7 ar T gor FE &Y TS|

fasraar I8 § & 9RT o cra 1 Afaat &1 Fafy ™A AT FAr o1, FFHad: TP Iodd I JRA
A golh H oA o g1 Tg AW@T FI Fglh g e Fr g Ranch g, Fad v cafFa 39ar sear
T T (BT F Yglel dlell TATEHT) T Teh HE HI dded HAAATT diih I U odl g IR I Iqeid
foeTr forelT foRIer & 38 TR X ol § af 98 3§ 39T HASIRT THST ofdl gl T tRaa
T o 916 H 30 Fgll & IUR G Tg SHhiHd HAisd [Ahiad fear a1 & [Aaaar &3
QNUT I =TT & & ?

ZFq & 9id R & ATA-3ATATPRT AT Ueh ofd AT ¥ Aol AR FacT G0 &1 3 fHAST &
fagee @1 gaidr g1 Siefh vh AT HRA IefaRIeT el & He-G¢AUMTHh & dik R IuEfds
FAIAAT FT Yoo FAGR EIT AT AT IF T AT ¥ Ffd Red T@ar on, <fher e i
AT 6T FhR AT AT - °E g AR 81 A1 WGIT G | AT 37 997 § o 9T
O 34 FaUHT 1 @ 3810 AR AP, Ferrst, AT S AT F @y 3w R Fedfas wEy
SAT| Gy & 98 RO d Ffdd 30y @Rt aedk @ qud 3R dfed 3@ St & R
3R HgAeT Al |

3ANFT ART T JIH 3T AUIRE TABIER §, T ARSI & 6T AT 39% 98 §3 ABIERT
H ¥ gOd AR R g§- AfFge!, darer, AT 3R Joer T oy IS 3RS dcgaear o gaa el
3 92 &, ST ag 92 A AT Tl ol VO H FIEH FT Adad Ig JAdl o FANET &Y
T & a9 GIr AT T I 99 g fF AR S8 39 Srehleled IRy Fgareil WX #ARY
ER® M ITARHT =T TTelcll T T@T &1 al Ge I Iel9T-Yoldl Y QT § AR 39elr rdegaedr &t
el JHA TG T &

f:deg TNw nfde Afaat 7 Agcaqe &1 'sethe $3E d&F' SHH FAT-AAT 3BT 8, S FHgar
g T fordr amenfead &9 & 3RS Frear & 3EART ENE o Fagepr & sRar Janar g1 sa@d
T Gl I Befa-Polel IR JTAETHl sofel &1 3HaT AT 1 dAfehel 36T & 319 W W)
sl gl & ae NG FA X e ARy, arfe gelr gfaAfAar &1 sgemae 30¢ 3R dga¥ g &
HEG I b
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1977 &, TF Uokiliae Adlg F HRUT ART PR o IS H Fehif@a = ar an sad
HRA 3 ge & Al 3R AShl- g [Apf@d wia i 9Rom AT f[affie sqaies gidett &
TRETOT A B HeYfear &7 sl & Fer| 1991-93 & 3nfheh FURT & g H HARA IR IS
gfaeqel & T Gl 70| A FT HSE FFeX Holl-Foll| SeH1TAH, YT Ua crer haecdl Aiddst
SR AR FUAAr i 3ffae dR W 3l g9 F1 3T AT R F 3aqE e e
o
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HUTEhI T

R TR 3RAT F TREFAR a1 Ruad #§ 0T s W ganaas T, s JEar 3t seenfaa
YeRll & HEIHEAT AT AT Y Ue § g & AU drel [a8gent 9 cichaem & fA9eT &1 S @
mmmaﬁmlwmgmﬁxwmengﬁaq#mmﬁga%mﬁaﬁ
HHe AT g AT A Aolel 1 gEdg @, ST Ahastm 7edeT A AR o T foram| w7 4
A 3T o fauet @ faIY & G UTH Y 58 W fauR e Anige {6 e ol S cqaear F3
AT Sotel AIfeT, foEd 3T 9o W oS e Fr 7R Areell H FREART 3rgar 3¢ a7 fow
ST WX 39 T Ue SIS 39Tk g ST ? S UgdT $T o &7 ¢, 3TH T§ Fel T § & Fg
TIHR HYAT he AT Feil H Hgedqul Jal T T oAleil ol T YT 4G SIS glam, Sid 3o
Rl Tl AT & FORFIR fRar STar § 3ryar g & far Srar g1 T Rama S ¢ &
T Rufa & g7 cafeaal & 30 Gl & 376X SEADI ST g 37 TAITAT & eI SEATHT o
¢l W 3og T UGHTd AT S| R TAT fohely cgawur & FHAEar 41 § ?

T SHDT A X & S0 b Acaqol Y&l N 88 FfFadl W MR 3T o9 § 3 8 a”
gUATSeAT 7 Tl A fe@a g, fched FIS SEANHT S dT Ugel Agr T | Th TAT AT g1 giar Tl
SH Hel F IEHA HAT AT A T IUAT 350 G & S 3¢ o & A W RFAR
TRaT 3T AT A 3ogiel IR ¢ f&ar AT a7 VAT 30T AdI3IT &l AT HAT d1gT? Th aod Tgl
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W & 3R 581 g e AdE o fhar| S 3EE0T oTelehsor HSAON & Sief garel s #
3YAT ATH ATl TR ANRTHT  IEYT ¢l & T Fg G9om off f off fF St T 9 Qv gl
8 9, a9 deh EEG g1 oie| 3egial QAT &1 fhar| OF 3eeIeT o R Adist & o gEga vl
39 Fufa gg & & Ademr R Arer # FREAR g 3R S S 9X 8 SEdIvT ¢of &l STd
e THSIA| 31 & F el ¥ &1 TPR Tellol &I &A I & 3R ar o7 o gob 81 ool & gegaa
& T # 3Xfde HoRarer = AT & AT AT| AT fAe & §1g I T SEAWT & I 9 g,
ST SAN HEIHAT 3oish TU 1 AT HideT g 7A1| &1 fquel Ig =edr § fob i # giear
3R Afdepar T TUTeT F AU Fo o F fhar ST 2

forea w222

FOR gfaaer
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Hfeteligst NfHT Fader 3R R_fagws &dws, 2025 Jurar & &w
o & IR g IT| FE TS FT I STl & Helar ST A
HicTemgsT AfHT & JaAT & oleicd A Ifdafid = ¥ d&faa gl
3THIT & Helfeh & WPR & 58 dheH o 3fieTollgel ATHIT JeIMaT
H gorgd YT o & g1 @S 9drdr § & 38% ged geiRl 3T
PR ATl USTIRT G Hohe FI dldR oIehal ol | [adaes & &5
3ecRdt 3R RO T Seoll AT 14T § 3eTch HAdTiaeh 3fieTollgel ATHT H I&T @1 SEAT g &
& SR H IR wEAToes, IfE 3R FedeeE AR dar g o § aife A R FgeR
%mm@ﬁmagﬁmwﬁmﬁ?ﬁ?%lﬁﬁw‘ﬁ@mdl& cIIgR I deIdl
¢ ¢ fSieTehr aRomE ARS Faed & Hegl AR O Johas & §9 H @FEA 30 g 0d
TITHIA & $RUT @S 3R NYor Y gearw off gEa 3 £ W F IR & 39 REy &
fafaass = & J9g I8 Sefed & § & 30 W qft avg wfdey oem G s

W #H, A9Te & g gl FT Seddd ik TAdBd U HAT GadT AfHT JaT Ul el
arel frer of safdd @ et |rel a1 &g AT 1 HUS TUA T 1 SJHT AT A=l F s foram
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STEET| AfEAr 7 A IR & I1 9 arer I GAfd YRIR & ol H QA gl W
i gfsa fohar STver| 3R 9 faUe 9e Als[el Fa®9 H 9 §lar § o 4 # 3fu=ie
3iTAs ATHIT FRIGR FT AW F AT YeTelT g1 ST T Se df 39 a1d & 3TeATT el oIds
ST Tehay & & 3iTarss AfHT v od I RE § o AFR@% 3R T g TR W ganiag &y
Tl B, 38 d1d W §8d & Hehcll § b #T QU ag gfaafd e & 3ued gaeansi &
TEN &1 &1 AR 7 FTeTeel ST $T Th U i § S aNe-aRE & I JIR Al § IR T8
e 9gd A AT # §F [T § ARG H JHiAensa I ARG w0 w1 ARaw Fn oA A
AT &

3T ST & HIGAT & Hlaeh vl AfFHIT HUAGT 1 FRT Hed 2 @ H5 0 ¢ 3R
39 deh I 25,000 FA3 TUA HT Fegel ARl e Sper g1 &1 WPR & fAv 9geR 8T & ag
3T &9 & IAYURHI AR FAwAT & Tl X & a6 &7 AYgH FI IT ATl Aoz T HATA
¥ G Aeg B AT el & Sl AR a7 &7 Age & G & Bl HT TR T
T ST Hehem ATl AT GIASY o & d6 Ueh HHATGAT Ig § Toh CHT afAfafedt &l I Hegei
Rk F A e S | Al THT g AN HieAST AAT & 3 A K MW7 AR IAH WY
UGTYST Y IRHT ¢ M| FeXAT H 95 A T g WAR & T Tg 9gd Hfe-T gem 5
HIATT §T § 8 FITold qm‘i(‘-ﬁqgu Toh| 3 eTdl ThR A Tored 37 aar Soafr| 1
gl vgel3ll W 3T Fue A 9gH gl ARl

¢eT MUTRT Well 9T YfAae 987 TEar & ool &7 €A ST 3R N HWEm| [FOs 3iieTds
AT & FAIHT 3N HatieT o1 eamaeh NTERE aren o HeAqr Far g1 eI & fov fdws A
JiTAeTs ATHT & T Ter TfFIOT Y TATYAT 7 TTaeTT &1 AT o7 BT ¢ fF g TWHR - TUC
I AT ot 3 IIFRAAIOT & AT Gollehdd el & [T ST&Y A 3o1welt| fadge HieTorss AT
T Teh YITRIOT T Fedal il gl 5- T & AU fanfader JIR v Sreey| § TEd 1 gear
¢oT & forw 9fIeTor 3repreet 3R MY dg dIR e @7 UrauTT #Y g1 S H AAdST AfHT &
O 3R 3 Jear & & foIv 8 5 grayue &1 0 off graureT § S Arioleh Well & Taehrd hr
giawr 3 §1 Fol Aeme siiaerss AfFT & fOU FepEh s qar # H a1d F @Y I8 [Fdww
gieelt gdid g1 g1 388 Jef¥ 3R faera # #Acg Aol grefifeh, 3idarss e 3MRa a7
gfaser 38 IS & 3eTET 6 ¢
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HUTEhI T

dhe WHR o a9y oRTEAfat & gerere=, qegar AR AT #1 ges 1 e cTaedr drel
9T g fohar g, o 3e Aueh g g9 Oy & @3 g v g1 378 ST 3T Yaf W &S Ml
& Siel Sl ol TEAfd & e oisa & graurs dfaurs & w80 g1 31l S el §, 3o AR, o
de a1y ey g 8 ST, aF de A T FA SENBT & & AT arey At €| 3§ 3R ¥aed
& oeT ool & Toh AEgAr 3R 396 w5 7 3o1 o &1 T§ i H ool § T 3w e
ariél & AT 3Rfde Horiard aﬁﬁisﬁgﬁaﬂWEﬁﬁlaﬁW@%Wﬁ?ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ
T TRTAR g1 & FTasg 9 ¥ SEAIDT 81 6ar a7l ST & 8 39eA1 HAHR HeTelol aTell I TG
Goller &Y o YT 3o SENDI & & T AGT Fgdl gl W A, g WHR 37 KT 7 g & 30
et fvwd & war & Ul 7 vureel, geaed ar #6 #F F&@a & geHFd AW o S
Ugoll Aok H dl Ig Ush AT I o3Il §, olfhed 58P 18X 3R =g AR & Thd gl

TEXETel, e WHR o el AT 1 TgFa FEdT @Aty (i) & o A e &1 S 7
3T ol & A3 I Y U 91T W FT Alpr Hoem| [quet & A3t Fr 3T FURT F 9=
UET 31T &1 A I@eAT BT eA19eh o 31feed, HgUANT-geuder S@ehy hae el glem| 3R &
At e dfdere & fa%vcy § a1 39 3ok Flofell U SAF § AFRIcHS AT IS T 3MMereht
g, dl FHATYTT &1 HIS G TEAT SEAT gM| 38 TWHR T Ig gar A1 fF g7 Il & 317 W/
EIMAT G| 37d: g 31 ATl &l A & IH A & fav Gged T &1 IR M| TSR Hr
3T & 37TRT & fawely gt & oerast 7 gE gomen | If% a7 fades 3w oee #r R
AN o & & AU T @ ST @7 &, safav fguely gol & STHe 3ufa Sas §1 g TR W
g TR IR 8 e r § 6 a8 [Auel gt Y WeRT Fr 3R aar agdr g1 fauer 3y
3TMRIeAT ST T@T 1 o 3R digurs # Ig 130a7 Heler=T g aram, ar e fauer & gegsr 3k
AT FT UG @A H U3 AT FAT dlehs VAT &I Tehdl g2 STUIET HI d5h & 39 W s
R = F a1 3ifae haer o TRU
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ST T HA A A [AOTE clehaem H U fhu g Figu (130aT HAlwe) O sy anfld
gt T THR (Felere) fade, 2025; 3R SF-HerR gordios (Haee) fagae, 2025 g @R
37 fa9uest I e fael aar W &, Jefe [AueT s9@ ggdad 87 g1 ) gelt I HeaT &
ART W 3T §goT AUl &A1l 7, AR ATaeneT AT & efdAer Aarsit o Irar off «gr o1 f6 FHsfr
g2 T TSl T Afdd TR ST X STTam| 31T af IS gl Jdr Ue FgT ST agar gl o
A, IS AT Fel FS Flefell AU TH HIA 8 U9, dlfeh Al & v Se18 o1 W1 3 FeH
35Tt 95T, QAfchel 3T gl T ST & Tsteiiicier HEATT | FEHATT AT SAT9h SEAT F g3 FUR
& & § Wellsd gl gl

Date: 21-08-25

AT & Tl H FAT TR-d) e g 9o

TIAAT &ad & Ueh ot Ugel SIE-eAN & foheqars ol & fElch ang & sge heat & gea
¥ AT ah 80 AN Hr AT g T ¢ AR 100 F ST 9T A §U | AAT T FH 3 o
Hhsh @97 BH EU &l Foel 3R AT H 19 30 FN R el Bed F AR AT G| ST
HeHR T fgATaer € 1, RATr A1 ae A a7 Foar Regediel A Al et & defr &
HRUT gIA-IRTA & AR GATTS Ueel, Ia@s AR FWFR H dIGel Headl Tah 31 fAder & &9
H 3T T & STelarg IRATT & HROT 9¢ T $7 T 1 Tl o7 ARS ¢l

RATS e # Ia T gFd & NI Bg S19g digdd Bl ¥ deadl S| 3oEs & eRTe JTEar
& foIT fhergrar oo €1 dIGel Hheel I SRUT §dld & o1k haT ST 8T &1, AIR gehlehd el & foh
39 a9 H g & 3ramar w1 off AlweT fasmer &1 awl A9 Fg § & Jg1, iR Ife 398 I wEF
Sico HeT g, dl 39T HIRUT AGST auT &l Jai gdrar ST FehdT |

FWR A ST Bl N T H AIe-eI-Arel def¥ dgg fdlsis 81 ThRT 3T & & a¥
2020 H dgl SIcol hea shl TTd Hcellu §§,<‘-IT202‘I # 11 31X 2022 & 14 g0 °dl| 3q& 39T
qrer 2023 #H 16 3R TWSer AT 2024 H 15 IR dgol Be| 3H IATol 3 doh dIGel heel ol BIcl-
S91 12 geaAU g gl g1 AT Jeor # U ek ggel dh g ATl A ara-0 WAl gAY
gect off, oifehel AT SoTht HEAT A Tot ¥ Jef& g5 & IR T 15 & 20 d & 915 &1 3wREs # §fid
3TS Tl H dIEoT Besy T 67 F27 "eaAT3i o <19eh aeel A
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g Fzar ¥ ¢ 6 a3 a8 Awe- afAd wd § 3R 7 @ sadh smgfy o & afew
AT H M dcolld 3T §l dGoT Head & AgedquT HRh H ¥ Ueh FHRH g Fd1S drell fgdee
Siell ¥ ool arsdiaoT AR ST §1 TeSe AT & HROT Vo edredr & G gedt & 3itad
a7 0.75 f3f Afcwaw & Jefd g5 ¢, ok IRUIATa®T qe1s a1 gl # TR F1 as
&T0T €31 &1 RATery & RRoAete giiel TRereh ¥ & 95 @ &1 O giel 310 Farg & FROT Sreell
& WY dug A e §, TR 3fUF I & A agd e Y rgme Rufa dar g B

HAGT & R U H helel & Y 72 JFd Il a0 el T & gy aRaA ReATerd a 9§
W&l A @0 ST TRI TR g7 arell IIRIHAT gar3it & <ar B &1 [Ada femst & sgar arer
GaATHT T TIH 'FGFGRAlFaH FTeoll, AT JHlell STeel AT IRS-THb dlel STeel & fAHOT ST HROT
JoIdT & | 9T &89 H galU dof I & 6T Teiah 3R Fl-wsh BIc § 897 A 31 aar g, Fad
T SR AR dIgeT Beal Sl Gl gl gl 38 AATRIddT & FRUT AGH JaAfAR & fow gq@g
W 3ol SN AT hideT 81 ST &1 TiRaHT AT &7 H digel Hheel i T3l T Aghd RIar
9¢ @ g, T FRUT Fas W TR Siicl 8 a7 arsdior glel &l HRd, difehedid, SEcnger
S T TR 2 AV ¥ & Tacele §, Fifh ¥ ST 7 aoi ¥ 9 & w® e #geR
R IW A o & Rgad 7Rt & fAde g1 3fheer sigd heed I geaArt Y dig aur
¥ S ET €

RAToT I TUpid, Sl Wl AR W Tl T fIATAT STgel Bead Sl TeaAsit & v T
e’ AT vareT A 8, Tad 3ras a6 AT EEA giar gl grelifeh, W faamesht gt &
S TARA, HRAH AR T7AT $T AT oferer 380 ARSS &1 NA-AATAT &1 3raRadeha
&1 1 Aol & AT FHT W STelary dRaclel & Ferfaa farerehr aROmAT W dehrel €16 3o
U THTAT 9T T A T g
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