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Mr Trump, Thanks for The Chinese Gambit

Keep eyes open and engage with all
ET Editorials

Those who have wished, in the larger scheme of things, for the reopening of India-China lines now have
Trump to thank. US protectionism is pushing the two Asian countries to make common cause on free trade.
New Delhi is being cautiously pragmatic about its neighbour after being singled out for special tariff action
by the idiosyncratic Trumpraj. It is also affected by China's use of tactical export controls, like those over
rare earths, as it negotiates a tariff deal with the US. Reports that China has lifted curbs on export of
fertilisers, rare-earth magnets and tunnel-boringmachines may be an opening for India. Building bridges
with China when trade negotiations with the US are slow should ease some pressure on New Delhi. More
so when the US is drumming up support for punitive taxes on India for buying Russian oil. Beijing has not
been targeted by Washington, but will be drawn in if Trump is serious about a Western embargo on Russian
energy exports. His logic on such matters is '‘peccable’.

New Delhi has two obvious areas of concern that hold back closer trade relations with Beijing: border
disagreement, and trade surplus China runs up with India. Progress on both fronts is vital for meaningful
engagement. India hopes to benefit from the China plus-onestrategy of global manufacturing companies.
But hope alone won't do. It is at a disadvantage to Asian rivals plugged deeper into Chinese value chains.

India's engagement with China is also governed by its need for the US as a strategic ally and its principal
export destination. Trump may have muddied the waters for India. But the US has a non-adversarial
relationship with India in the techscape that can keep things in balance. There is a point beyond which
India can't be pushed, by Washington or Beijing. This leaves some space for New Delhi to react to a fluid
external environment. Some of the pressure will, of course, dial down if Trump can broker peace in Ukraine.
India should use this experience to build on the progress it has achieved with the US, as well as with China.
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Peace momentum
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Ukraine needs to see its future security in the context of its battle losses
Editorials

The unprecedented multilateral summit at the White House on Monday between U.S. President Donald
Trump and a host of European leaders, including Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, just after Mr.
Trump's meeting with Russian leader Vladimir Putin in Alaska on Friday, points to a renewed willingness
on all sides to end the Ukraine war. The Alaska summit marked a new start in Mr. Trump's push for conflict
resolution, although it did not yield an immediate breakthrough. While Mr. Trump invited Mr. Zelenskyy
to the White House to discuss 'the Putin proposal”, European leaders, including the British Prime Minister,
France's President and the chiefs of the European Commission and NATO, also travelled to Washington, in
a strong show of solidarity with Ukraine. Mr. Zelenskyy's visit to the White House, in February, had gone
poorly. This time, Mr. Zelenskyy and his European allies were careful not to upset their host.

The message from Europe is clear: irrespective of Washington's position, Europe is firmly committed to
Ukraine's security. But European leaders also recognise that they lack the capability to continue to back
Ukraine in a war it is not winning should the U.S. cut off its weapons supplies to Kyiv. So, the challenge
before the French and British leaders was to persuade Mr. Trump - he has already ruled out NATO
membership for Ukraine to offer some form of American support for security guarantees to Ukraine as part
of a final settlement. Europe has already begun planning to send a "reassurance force" to Ukraine. Mr.
Trump's comments signalling support for the idea of security guarantee were a small but significant
breakthrough. He said Europe would be "the first line of defence" but did not rule out American
involvement, adding that Mr. Putin would accept western security guarantees for Ukraine. The next big
question is on where to draw the ceasefire line. Mr. Putin wants all of Donbas and is willing to freeze the
frontline in the south. Mr. Zelenskyy and his European partners have so far ruled out any territorial
concessions for peace, but all sides are ready to continue the talks. Mr. Zelenskyy should adopt a pragmatic
approach, weighing Ukraine's future security against its present battlefield vulnerabilities. Mr. Putin
should realise that this may be his best opportunity to end the war that he launched in February 2022. Mr.
Trump and the European leaders must now work towards a compromise formula that addresses Ukraine's
future security needs and Russia's past grievances. The current momentum for peace should not be
squandered.
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A H IR AE oh 98 AR HRd Aoy aftas & gAfaal &1 e s & @y s
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