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Field Notes

Factory jobs are key to health of Indian farming
TOI Editorials

India did right by not opening its agri markets to US grains,

fruit, dairy and fish. Agriculture sustains 42% of India’s
g population and employs 46% of workers. But as it generates
less than a fifth of GDP, most farmers are poor. A recent
Nabard report said farming households earn 313,661 per
month, on average, of which actual farm income is just
4,476. The rest is income from other work. Pitting millions
of such small farmers against the output of America’s highly
mechanised farms would amount to throwing them under
the bus. So, when Modi says, “For us, our farmers’ welfare is
supreme,” we can’t agree more.

But it's time farmer welfare moved beyond protectionism. The greatest good that govt can deliver to
farmers is to free them from the yoke of subsistence farming. Only 2% of US population works in
agriculture, 1% in Germany and UK, and 3% in Japan. In 1991, the number was 60% for China and 63%
for India. China has brought it down to 22% - below the global average of 26% - but India is now in the
league of Afghanistan (45%), N Korea (47%) and Myanmar (45%).

There’s no glory in subsistence farming. Population growth has fragmented landholdings to an unviable
size. From 2.28ha in 1971, average farm size came down to 0.74ha by 2021. And as TOI reported last
month, input costs and inflation have risen faster than earnings from most major crops. Yet, the share of
workers in agriculture has grown from 44% in 2017-18 to 46% in 2023-24. That signals a failure of
industry to create jobs at the required rate of 7.9mn every year. GOI must address this problem, not for
Trump’s deal but to modernise India.
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In a world where technology and (de) globalisation are swiftly upending even the best-laid life plans for
young people, lifelong learning could well be the only dependable life jacket. In a welcome move, Delhi
University introduced the Competence Enhancement Scheme (CES) that allows individuals of any age to
enrol in regular university courses and earn a certificate. Envisioned under National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, the scheme started small in 2023, but is steadily gaining traction. Up to 10% of seats in each
course are now open to CES learners.

Globally, of course, this is a well-established practice. The US offers a wide range of entry points for adults
returning to education, with community colleges playing a central role. In Britain, the Access to Higher
Education Diplomas programme is designed for adults returning to study without traditional
qualifications. Sweden has long embraced education at all stages of life. Its Komvux system enables adults
to re-enter secondary or higher education regardless of age, or how long they’ve been out of school.
Brazil offers similar flexibility. Its Educacdo de Jovens e Adultos (E]JA) programme helps adults re-engage
with literacy, primary and secondary education, often as a pathway to higher studies.

These countries are at different points on the spectrum of providing lifelong learning to their citizens. But
they share one growing recognition: education shouldn’t be a one-shot deal. For India, this mindset is
especially important now. As the silver economy grows, and tech and globalisation constantly changejob
requirements, people need to reskill and upskill continuously. That means education systems must be
flexible not just in what they teach, but also when they allow people to learn.
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gaa @l § gFq &1 R sAfq & orer
HUE

AR & TAH [T & A 37 W} AT 3fE- e 3w ra i RE AT Hr e @rer 1@ 2
CFY T alel dr A7 AR, i IASaRoT, Sedl faehm &X 3R Gererel & @RS 1 e & &g
ST, AfheT 3o7ch Hrdehlel T JUH SAE A TS a¥ & SH Hlel & Hebeol ST TG e 2.8 &
geal 1.3% HioRIa 3§ 15| HegtheraRar # Sifed 37 golR &# g 0| oo ATl 6l g7 A 1.68 @
AR B FH Fer a1, ST AT A H gcax 37 §IR @ AT &1 | SRS FT IJg TI <F9 H 98e
STET AT A AT H BTGl FT RTINS §C FO G097 & FARIAT 1 T &GAT| 31T AR 7 SRy
AEIS NAIE & AN HAT 36 oA b 2.6% 6 15, Safeh A FeAcl H o9 W 2.2% @I 91 ¢
R® & SRUT ASTAT HT AEMAT a3 B HAT 7S 3N ST & a9 TS| I3qE A § 6 Ig
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3T IeT T Teh Hehel &1 M ¢FY & dTal # Ieich gl A ? I3 Sogia fohdll off qarar rderet
O 9T giar ar gar =ercm & 3@Rer e g uger & AegtheraRar @ e &1 3ol T gl § AN ETS-
Us | &F H Tl IAT &1 IARDT JaAit i TR § FEAT ol DeA-0RA &I AT giell g
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HAAGTAT-Hd! ¥ a9 g H FI§ TaTIIaT g1 @
T FAR, ( NHET T Aoreltias eoaofiar )

ACIA-GEl & 4T ageT GoAETor &l oy Sl HeRIge SIais off &1 8, 41 a9 RS g7 Wer A
QoAIETOT T TEET TROT &1 I EIT & AT aRT JohRId FElET-FFe10r AR o AR0T el & A 30
N H A Fh & & 6 qw fohar foyswar o

3% 3R FA AT g arel Sl dT TSI deh-TrAToleh WHIBa o9l el gl IRIAS sl H Hig
TETIId #1861 fe@ar | 3T AR Rolel & 37ar 60 9@ & SIeT Al & A §eIv A0 g, Fifh
ACTT-3ET 7 Yol 7.8 5 AGl3 & & 7.24 HUS & UG HIH R 47|

ITANT o ATH g & RUM &l 81 3eo@ fohar 8, 14 Hcg &1 S, 3Rl a7 TRl &9 & &6 gl &
HRUT I W & AT I & IET-3769T SHET W Goiiehd glar| oot foiell & A e &7 3equray 3ifer
T, @ § TS, ALY, Jdi TFIROT, FATAG, Jeall, HSTFRIYR, TROT, dRAMell, AT 3R 81|

s faudia, o ool & o1\ gere &7 3 a8 %A @1, 9 ¢ Ragy, 978, HIN, @IRar, T,
TR, STETIEe, HAY, 3Rael AR AERT| 57 JAH el 1 AAfors A Teiefds fAeavor aet &
A1 gee # farelt faQy qderg &1 wAor @ S B

FAT ’TAS ATH gelel aTel folel RET UiEl & 916 g 3R FeF A1 gl arel folel [haT 3170 g &? 2020 &
faereas gara AdST Fr faeevor Wt Rl a1 #1 Gohd AET STl T 3R AH g are gd el
H 2020 &% YT & aR1e 57.4% FAG §3M, STofh T FA A1 gl aTel & el 7 57.1%|

AT H HAdelT 57.6% BT JaI& SIS 97 gelel drel foredl § TAST & 38.9% 3R €8 &H a1F g
arell H 31.7% dlc el §Thr H 37.2% el 38 dE, TaU SAGT A gelel dlel foldll #H AGHIosYeT &l
37.6% 3R G A A g dleil H 35.5% dle TAel| aTehT & 37.4% A GoRIeTor gishar &1 ag sgahd
3T $ ST W@ & o A1 gers 7 98791 g7 bl &

3MeiRIT A foh Ig gishar gTRIT W 93 Foerl, OV &7 & fHoAE], ol 3R 3T 3eudeds Sifd
THG! & ATCTAT & ATH §eT Hehell ¢l &Tellich §H TG T« deh Tl oAl Uoldl, ST odeh 3o Hfl & ATAT 6
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gl & gl, fSesh A gerv A g ofehel fSiell &1 @rArfoieh TXwem & fagelvwor @ st eraes &9 @ &
glel T Hd g fe@ar|

{51 el & Fad ST AT gelv ¢ ¢, dgl & st A fafdes goert &1 yfafafea &1 $o Sl
A AHAHA T Efeid dlel Hgedqul 3qard & @ ¢d & a8l o 39 & gaul, Jred 3R a6l e
AT gl 1 Uishar & ol Teh Gog oh AT Bl T FEATET g1 e

qeHT, T, ST, HAFR 3R FATAR S el A- ST8T o SATETl A7 AdSld-I & gev v §-
TSI Aege fAC-Slell &1 Jear & Sigr aferdl & Jear 16% 8, a6 gl Acerdmsit Hr Jear 43% 30k
gauit 1 T&ar 21% gl

T A Eferdl #T dEar 30% AR Aedt H 20% 1 qEAR H FEAr Fh 1% g1 e H - el
ATH ECll T HEAT UeTlhd SAQT §- HAAATA (22%) 3R afedl (16%) & 3Herar 19% Faol Hderdm ¢l

gTeliToh §H 3T o9l hl ST T UdT sTel doldl, Toleleh AT U T g, olfchel folel T ATHIGI ATHISeT Sl
URIAE fa9N0T 36 dF @ T FHAAR T § 6 gRIT & gl A eree fFAr o @ §IsH TR,
afe |Ror, derel AR I S el # At F a9 I (20% AT IEH 3F) § AR AN Sga dred
& oFF FIC AT §, A FQAEIG, SIS, FAYY, Fiehr A7 AR o oy off &, oot a1fde area aex 8=
aaamagagﬁwamaﬂ%ml

TET HROT, FSTFHIR AT GIHIM S el 7 qI0T 3T 3 g & dasjg 9gd et & A7 Fe &1 T§
oI o JEe 3T W@ & TR O foret # e o\ e aw g, 9 39eTehd e e 81 Fr g et @
f9eR & @9l & Yo ded T P et g2

IRREAT (43%), Rrerewaisr (68%), IOTT (38%), HREW (44%) # Ao A Tgd ¥, et g1 el @
e & FATH gy hI TEAT Tgd HA &1 3T Fer 8 ar S8 A1 gerer &1 gfaera o 31f¥e g

¢fdd PR

AT YSIHT § adeer

yerrer e, ( AwE HAT A& 9 UF IR TG AT & AgIrgAd @ § )

Date: 09-08-25

ST ¥ FT U a¥ Ugel Ui 379TEd, 2024 FI ST H doeplolld THAHAT G HIAT T J&dT Toler
IAT| BT VcleleT ST 3T H AW AT HIIT I HRA HI ROT F 3T 318 3R AR & T37ad & qoaeer
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# HigFAG IoJd & aqged H Th IARHA AIHR HT IS B3| ST Fell gRadsT # AT STAHY, ST
At 9, foigd iR, Rl e S gEaifas Tirsal &1 8ff g1y @l

T8 WHR o A ST 3R 386 OF HIoaT gEaell o R o o gfdeer ger fav 3R @
et &1 wfaefia & Rar mam S 7 §¢ gaRt et @ o3 fGar w9 awl A seanfas w1 &
SIS gl ofdl| HeThdel ¥ SIS 3HHTeedls & YHAE HEA SHes A & fa%ey §R 3JRIT arad o
%mlmﬁﬁwmy@%ﬁﬁ%ﬁa@rﬂmﬁﬁmaﬂsﬁwmm%a
A & AFS F TS A HFT I TaATdA DT FY Th Feexddl Aar dge AgeAe A A
STIETGRT # IRAT R XA HiT AT P §T Hgl & qer 7 Ao Sidl geaAd gieir aAme|

o9 26 TdsR, 2024 @I AgFAC Jold HYFd TSE I STolel Ibdel H i g & v @R aw 9,
de 3 TFAT H [Feicd Toliga st & T HARIE &1 3= fhar arl s@d 9o eea o
RS9 TR & SiaT AgRoT MMeIH S S H 3Mcleled Tollel & [T Hobd Ho & weEr & & ey
T Sheed STATH TS &, S HAR X H Gollhl & ATHAST I8l gl Ig TS 39018, 3ARFT 3R &
3T 2 # gfaefaa gl

SEaee A T IRade F R a37 gSURUTH d8l & reqwede, Ay dv @ {3 @ speraer us @
€| BT, 3UEIVT, G5hA & WY HICI & AL ST HT TeAT 3H g1 divanesr Be geforee hivaas e
PSS F AN I 2024 § Sfef 2025 F €T Ieadeadl & faeey 2,442 farcas ge gg| Ioga
THR I ARG I sAlhiesd didt AR 3HS T AdT R AT, 9ol Td ol Foleat 3mfe &1 @@
AN g1 $H HRUT THAET LS 3N egAT TScH arel SIEll HEABMT o Heqaedshl W A $H
gTATT T Tl oTgl forar 3R Fg R AT Y| O de T9eRT F 37 g3 W 3’ AT 3318,
d FRFAIR X fT 910 3R 37 Qe Boll Fehed TellT 7T

Used Us Rew wanfaf@e & @R 38l e 878 uaehRl ol fARIET oeiram ST T &1 Sefier # =ar
s AU &efe Sorn TR §, foas 3aeid 3mare ofer B afafafedt ov gfaey weml seerer A
ReaREr snfsaa off o fFam a=m &1 SO SEadATad R 39e [G%ey 34 arell 3MarsT &I galsl &
faw & @& 8

A6 Tega T AT HAMEN g F A Al REPR fAer or, safaw de o 9gd mem & F 36
Adcd H T e T M, T 3T 3T gleld TEAT glahl I W& g1 S #gans [@cdsw 2024
# 9.92 yfderd oY, ag dehY 10.87 UfaRIdA &1 718 | Tos S & HJAR 2025 H Seaeer & 3degasdn
ARl ¥ TR Giard & ex F Fealt| fager & giel arel fo¥aer TR S @1 st 3¢, St & s
T YR 2T, e & ol T &1 69 Hhidear s & 715 & 3R 76,500 Hf IR & 1w &

AG AT & FRGC H SR IR AR & 9T Tl H RN GUR gIar W11 HRA F 3o gl T3l
& HRA Faey Heroal & HeHdT I Ugel SR A N7 AT ST o 3 T rww, Femrels, AR nfy
# AIcH® HRas wd Al Ig T AT A o d¢ HY I, W e AGFAG JoT8 & sijed alell AIHR
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T HRA & BIEeT RN Tl ST @ 81 HH HTT HRUT T TWHR & Hheeuiddl § T6e01s ¢l Fo
AT Ggel A, ST IR AREAT H TF Joh 1 g3, U 3T R Pl 3elT-2UedT HIAT ATl
AGFAC IoTH o O A Sy HA I INTF ST o &1 FAar & oar ¥ 3eeie wer o oA &
A ITR-GEF T 6 T Th P TgT el & WF H AT T IO F HesT SR [Felm|

ToATd & oaY qPAGe H HARE ATHG 81 a0 §| AfF AgAG IIH H FAT I A A BT §, ST
g€ 3ol 2026 & UEel YoAld Al e °gd| HHA W Sokel TR o el § foh golra fGH@aw 2025 dh
& STl AfRTl 38 a1g o JARTAAr o g5 &1 961 Iod F S1g S THR Sl R T 3HH T
ST US| e SRS T 7S TR AR AL el & o 8 $© s HeH 3o TS| 0RT A HA
¥ ®H &) F3 Fvereel gadfov &) g Ig wgar s o deceer e¢ AT a6 a9 of A S SHlA F
T g 3maegs oA gediaRd | TE A gH IR Bdiee # #@E7 3R I dvager 78 ¢ o 3@
STeREEN B e & fAU Hed 38T SU| 3R gA SEH Fhed gl v ar Aelersr aifearr & Rieher
S T HHAEIT T FHTTA gl ST |

3R €9 MeAels AN Thd & IR AT dEaT W HIT JARSPR FAA T FHIfAA H Thal g of &7
SR ¥ $& STHIA 38l & ANIRDl T a8 & [T AT Fevel 81 Seer 1 ufd Ridrse g1 3ms
JgT FeeUTATT T SoraTell gl ST ouaedsd da Gl faar @ &1 O 3k aifreaa & svaner
$T Fedl g5 ASGIPAT 7RA $ AT T I8 FARS Al T I W & 7RG F DA Tfereciar & aqra
Jieeeer & ot FraYreT a1 grem|

i E| i. I I El égé Date: 09-08-25

§ FAY IR g & T wg 3feaca
adier 33, ( dEE Hieasd Rud vEs & ww §1 9W # 3¢ AFaea REn §1)

Gell RIGR #9560 dee @ ¢ W oRd A
dffgsh TR W 38 deold & PRI &l Ig To5¢ ¢ %
AR SUSIFABT A SHAT H ggd §3 YA W
HOART 13S0 & fav M & qft e 3ffetersed 3T
fre o @ &1 Fel o R AN e werRer off Fr
W El T AT s ROC F AR, A AR DI AR,
Fes 3T aEfior aRa off 3o @led F a9 @ 3m
9 ® £ 38 oY I A 5 gfawss 9 Sy A
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a3, 3R 3R Bioes =T & 39 uchl o 38 gefd # Aee T g1 IS qurEdr aren fBfoed
Wﬁm@ﬁaﬁwﬁmm@%wmmﬁwmm%%am
&THaT Apfad |

W AT 3B FAgeaqOl Ig § & 3curel &1 91 dlele 3 A Al F AU T @ 3uelsy g1 el
f9f&he, YRaRe® &7 & &1 &Y, A5 &1 I3, A & dfhT, Fol & AT @ &1 A iR 3eF 37 3o
¢ W AR # 3MAET & FAE 9T ST Fhdl A1, I W 39 3Ueley §1 AN @I JagrR o dsit &
Seol T@T & 3R 3EH FT AT Tgel i Jolall A HIHRT IR AT &1 S-S @I H IR 96 @1 & da-a0
& IR BIE 3UHAT, GG AT I AHNT Haroal (TAon3N) & v off aeR 96 @M § S 5o a&gait &
et X &

S WS Ugel oeh gl STl AT o Imefor R & e qou‘lqqudam%ﬂaﬁmﬁ?ﬁm‘riﬁﬁé?
deel qall e & el el dr cgaeyr | JgT dsh & el 9Ra & 8 agsh AR R AR gahrat
W & S| Ig Rear &l gg deh 39T @idT| 3o0ah &g dR-aR oldee aiar 3R 3urly #ff| g9 ged
Gl FRITNT VETHs & § AT A6 A FUR o aTel 1 3T aiF o 0 AR Gard Hedr
HIAT AT S TS GeT HRITR 6T FLAT T Iid| F Tl eJagR SAIAT Tolel H 1T Flfeh IRARS
GeIT HRIERT FAdERT F| F HRAT AGhT & T ST & AR 3hT SR @l 3T e FHSd U

ARAT Gel FREN IRINF &7 § FA Alfoled 7 AW &d §, T 36 & 34X & § 3R Fo @™
SR & AT o 397 W R &1 g5 IR §gd A &l 3aeRT & AT S Alesdr & g e
M g IS A dF TG Holgd HiH A S AN Aol dua arel/gedr HRITRAT 3N gt & AT &
G & A Hr 3fd GARET S STafh deh ashasil 3R Feoll SR & Red o Ig AR
forar o6 @rez gerdf & mqfd gemfad & g HIS I AL RAT SIAT AT Tg T el AW AeAA
o7 FLifeh gg IH g HT S ATl Hfas & R A o 5@ qdf arel giogshai arehr dsv & Ush &d dr
el FRISRAT F 5 THg A AR fohar b ffieet gersl # @l i et ogadh @1 e @ 6
CllhsST3eT & AR el HRIGR HT Sollold A offehed ordl & 3R e & 31cdd 3icwen foeat &
ST &7 & 958 A & T ol TEIAE| FgT A $HEN I H AT & Sfen AR IfAarant 3 FA
AISTT 3R HiSATS & FMas|g HIHDNS SART @]

W # gAR AHS Ueh GHTITAYOT Gfaem & geTd ¢ a3 19T geheiledl aTel ShRIGRY e HiAd W a&g3il &
Th IHeHd HGell Feld A ¢ SIafh DI el fashcl gA gl offched Fofl-ef Al o g1d 2|
Al # $5 FAEAN # §| 59 yER IRIRE gewr SR # o aifaelie gla § 3R F o o
T W R Ed ¢, 38 YR ghiAd o 0@ faded Yel #ar gl 9 e URuR® gell HRIER
FAAT FAMIR T § (BR-EX 3TYfd) 38 g $-FAY 8 d¢f @ ¢l 36A calld =amR 3R 10 fAse &
fSfoadr S FaER For 3 W &1 9T T§ § 5 Y 348 3} &1 82
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Al 7 FeH 937 AR Ig § b IRUR Ger FRIGN 6T d6R & T &d H o H1H Al 8, 6l g
dsT gl 8 3R #F oer gid § S 8 QU o o Fhll §1 HSW Heeaqol a1 T§ ¢ T 3@ & A
vaer &1 g # WAT S 1 59 ITd T giaedet 3R @A e a7 gia € $o o wed @
fo 30 TE &1 e SRR GIICT FAGraRT g7 il § Fifeh g@a 3 waied AT g7 IR g § i
AaraR I A GeleT FY| T AT SN &7 hoder I3 HRIRAT & & § S T g gfaeqad &=
W ¢ 3R @1y & IRIRS Fer 3¢TNT § | 3ofeh I hA oFId # Aol Tl T &TACT 81 $Hb dldo[g
JTRIhTer S-hiAE HUTILT o7 & gl g1 3 °rer 3o 8 IRUNS Gell HRITR I TcH el WM
9 HH I TG ol Fel Sl & [ a1 A I HAT d¢7 &M 3R Ig T © o 98 J&r gen fF 39 )
X Ser forar ST a1 R AaEdT ar Aifaerd #ed 3910 AU g qEdl 3R 3R AT Agr g ar i
$H ITd AT YA TR ST ART o Gedr o 6 A0 T&T H IoWIR, AdraR 3N Fedr e & &
giAafad ferar sme?

3T @ I3 A FT g Yal A g Ygd @ FaY Gfaedel & T@wq @ g1 duld & fov
39 THI 3T A1 FIAA HIAT Aol B & ST I HIACT I A TieqeT a2 W &l S-hAd & aiF A
3T T GARYT $ & faU Qansit & fafdsear gife e & SR §1 gE, ofel 3rafer & qafy ey
g1 51 38 &F H JaA AR g Y e R ARG aat & yhR #1 3=w Hufadr €, safav sq ard
I Ygo & AT T@T ST ol & - Sfd deh o HAler safaar smog & Ao [ amgs a1 cure st
d 3MIH H e o of| IR, I aeda # 3¢8eT IRIRS GeT MR I FACT el T § o dfasy &
BIC YT fAhaTHT & gae Y Aehell §RM| BN IeI@A Hr AfaNerdr A q@d gu J€ 7 7 fobar s
bl &1 TUH TSCAT ¢ a IWFA dledl 92l & 30X Tad: Tose &1 fha 50 galor & v 30 e
ST 3T gl Afaar F4 gakad & Fohcdl § & IRIRE Ger AR AdamR X 3R dFgey 82
e ¢ T URURE Gexr AR, ug g e g a1 Jeiqaier & #, 3R et & &, Argent
T AT &, AR AT § AR ARG §9 A, 93 A R ASHIR Folel T g1 FATAT, Ueh 3 Gelr
AT 3¢ 3f0F afaeha s & ger gamweh| 0 Ao J g3aa: w5 F-A= gAY afae gh,
et gl Tore, 3mareT ®oT, ove IR et AR T giowsiE @ AfFd, iR wa e
AT &l

olfehel FhleTel HI Hgea QU A9 ATeld GRARS e AR S-HAd H Th-g@k & T el e
el & TIU A Tl BN 3eTe’oT & AT, yRaRe Ger fashaisit @l g-hiad BA & fov 3ucrstr
Elmoualdah—»Tscwq‘iﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ@gﬁﬁ,é—ﬁéﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁ%
IEh A 3R Aeah Tk 9gd HH AT Al §7 IR Tg THI g, A INIRE e fashait &
Adaifae QA Geul 3R ags A F1 o S-HAG A YA A rdegaeansit iR ufmar-guifod
allel &1 qTh §F bl AT §A Ugol & & 0 Hisel oI TU&TT gld 4@ I§ &l Farel I§ ¢ T afaar
3% haeadd H HH #Ac N Thdl 872
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