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Deep ties

India needs to engage its neighbours more closely

Editorials
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the Maldives last week, after
an invitation by Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu to be a special
guest for the country's 60th Independence Day, signalled the full
(%) return of relations to the closeness they held during the previous
P § Y\( Y "8 Ibrahim Solih government. Although the two leaders had not gotten

off to the best start in 2023, after Mr. Muizzu's surprise win, backed
m l m\! by an "India Out" campaign-this was followed by a "Boycott Maldives"

social media campaign in India - they have been on the mend for the
past year. During Mr. Muizzu's 2024 state visit to India, India had
announced measures including lines of credit and a currency swap
arrangement to support the Maldives during its economic troubles.
Mr. Muizzu reflected gratitude when he described India's role in the Maldives as "pivotal" and Mr. Modi
reciprocated the warmth. india announced a line of credit worth $565 million (4,850 crore) and reduced
the annual debt burden for Maldives on previous Indian lines of credit by 40%. There was also the launch
of India-Maldives Free Trade Agreement negotiations, which will be a significant driver of future
engagement. There was the signing too of MoUs for cooperation in fisheries, meteorological sciences,
digital solutions and pharma, as well as a digital and rupee-rufiyaa national currency payments agreement.
Over the past six decades, India has cultivated a strong security partnership with the Maldives, including
trilateral national security consultations with Sri Lanka, and it is significant that after Mr. Modi's visit, Mr.
Muizzu welcomed Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake for a state visit.

The Maldives visit was also a reaffirmation of the importance of India's "Neighbourhood First" policy, at a
time when Indian foreign policy is fac ing headwinds linked to the U.S.'s trade tariffs and the conflicts in
Ukraine and Gaza. The conflict with Pakistan after the Pahalgam attacks, and tensions with Bangladesh
have engaged the government's attention. New Delhi has also been preoccupied with reaching out to
different countries, following Operation Sindoor, but did not send delegations to neighbouring countries.
[t is heartening that New Delhi is preparing to welcome Nepal Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli, who has not
been invited to India since he took office a year ago. A commemorative stamp by the Maldives for its
national day celebrations showed traditional Indian and Maldives boats, which Mr. Modi described as a
reflection of India and the Maldives being not just neighbours "but also fellow voyagers on a shared
journey". In a time of global economic turmoil, a closer engagement with the neighbours - one that shores
up their economic needs and supports their plans for development where possible - is essential.
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ST T gFdT HRA N W @ielel dTell &l
gl Tegufd & al @ Siefes U & qEl R
H 9 3R 3@RFT & T Tsier) 73 Fasat
W Ugde H 3G 3§ G a8 TS,
S €9 o 3 AT HRA W 25 BEEr Yok
T3 T VAT &Y STAT| TeT gl Jogied &F I
gfaR 3R aa @les, | @ defaad 3aue
Tleat dUT f9ad cog FT &g gl & RO
HRA R STHATAT ST T a8y el

gTeliieh SIHTGT fehcllT glam, Ig 378l w1gT Il g1 Sogiel ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁyzﬁwﬂmﬁ@mmﬁ‘g’@%’r
fF g o 38 o 13 & g S, FF 3AF W AT T AT IFeyawqT S W B AT Tg
HIHAT SAMYR AT Yoeh T ST $IX T AT I§ AT § dlesh SIS TAldT §of I-AT §, 6T AR
Tegafed e el 3R GAGT I STh BN U Feleh H ANV UM FRIAR q&rehy
SEAATT X T§ &1 FO o o I IR R Aewra sy AT & A gead e ov § 3R
AT 7 0 A & arer fhar §, S 91 FEr <9 AT hR-IAIel HATC §lol b G & 910N AT
oTeT |

AT JF 3T SAT o YT AUIeTP Tod H SEJHATT P ARSI &1 Iy fhar g1 AR ARG
& O o $H RE @ dod oY € § A AT 38 JUAT IARKN FAAEN FgeT FT ol ART ?

afg FAR arel ¥ AU #1 g9d 3TeT e I8 § R 39 dig FE7 @ vl 3PR ugel aR
A g A0 o #iasy & 3R & gaTa g5 Hehal § YT TR-GR ol Tohel U5 Hebdd ©| 330 ST
oSl & U oI hIAad b1 & 15 o HiasT H 997 HIAT ol & AU AR e ggam |
R PR 37T €T Fr AN & e @aT AGr 8T § df 3T Tl ARG T BIATSY Fgar &l
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Seal AR a8 997 NI AR 3R /e 3l dver Yar 7 e o R A asé geeT 3R
gfaar & 3@l faRaEIIdT TUr 9e71d & v gsaRons gla|

FIT HRA FT 39 IR H FAT el gra? faeher e grelt 3R g7 g0 fow aar o
Gl AIRT| FARSET & Ay gAR 3 3R arfvifcas Real & d&T Fr g2 2024-25 #F 6RdA
ﬁTHﬁﬁWé?éﬁgm18634WsTc4<$rcq|qN§3ﬂ,Sﬁﬂﬂﬁa?gﬁrwaﬂm.ntﬁ'\q@r%l
AR &1 8 Hradr faia AR Srar § 3R 3ARST @ g7 6 Bradr g Hd g1 10 Hrad
IR & AT SIEr ar § AIR UGr o 8T & T 3GRT WA @ SXered JAel fhar ST GehdT|
gcgel facel fader fr arad & dr 38 Jrer 3ARF FY Fav W @1 AR AR # 81.04 IRT 3feR
I Fel ITah A IHR Qe shael 11 AT 7| fFAS FT Ig 30ehsT ST of § FIR Scfalm
SgreT 1 ¢ b 38 Tl 31w 3w @ g1ffer o foar S dah| 3gART & o 3= ¢ om) g &
d¢ AR & Hehol WYe] 3cUIG A al BIASr deh HHAT 3T Hehell & qigu%’quaé’rmﬂfr%l
3l & ST §H FHASIK G F a9 o I6H Al W HIAT TG B Hel T HAT §HA THS &

¢T & FHeA! & el TRUTH AR ff RfdT #a arel 81 Ao 81 g8 3T ST & @Y 9Rd
& Real 9 dier agd &, I aed § T 3RS ag & F 9Ra fras arg &9 Red W@ 58
QRER A H FRRT ST

IIfRU| 9RA & 9F foord ooy 3N Fa8 7 9o ad H 9Aed aoig &1 & & 1Y gART Ndr &3
e ¥ gAR fod 7 & greifen swe 3 Fo R 3 @ § AR 3w 3w gt §1 R
fager sfa # 5@ owg el van 1 Tt & HROT Tol I F GAeT 3R e deel o1 §, 38 3T
U ST ¢ o R ARG T 39T Acash FeAIC W JAT AT Y| 3+ &R0 & FTY $RA &
Rl & g 3 W ¥ 35 RaEeigar | A 3 9Ra ) R R Tha & F 39¢ 9y
Real & RaRar soif M| & e 3R R arer aar F B F 319 Ig I a8 a1fgvl
T & I8 gdT & FEH dlehday Hoeh o HAAT &4 o g7 §Hal Shi H S faeadeigar 3R
gfasar 3ifSa T & 38 59 81U ¢ 39 g1 o ala Red &7 e 18T Ter a1 arfgu|

HRA & 3HTA 3rdecgaeyr & AR o afgddl oo =1fgr FR & 39a fod & fav e =nfev,
<9 &I AR G e & fAT AL IS 91T FE ¢ WRA o $o AR FHSd w v g R
39 SN dSl & AT Q3 FAHSIA B G A doelr wfdr S QAN Y & Ay FHESld|
AR o TS fohdll S aolg & & I GIEo-qa TR & Siiad 3fie & & 3fefer &Y foram gl
39 R g & DT 39 a6t 1 gEdATS 30 AT H HRA H UM F AT X Fehel 81 W $899
HRT A AT T gl arel 9ATT 7 FS FAT AT 38 ¢ 3R 3T TAT I 3o ToH 39 TR W g
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B qd & 39 S & Wiy e SEE # UEAT QAR AR T gen Fhife aF 3eH
HTSToATicTeh TEe &

SO &1 & TS A T/ & b HRA AT P cFRL ol Tl IRAPAC ¢ §oF FIR ITg e dh
AT G §1 SIS T FAR TN Holgd 3MMeh YR & gl #Rd &l ek Td WeriaRiiel 9id ar
AEieRy (HHEd) &7 fgear s & fov 3mdea e arfge, Ser fhergrel o af 9T § 3R o &
AR | 37T & gTelid # e &1 €0 & Afdal @ s & v e qed 3eor & Ig agdr
heH & Bl

3 H Uh & 3 ARl & AT S Ged 8 6 g 3o S =nfge 3R 9 & wRisrer e
RE IR AT AMBT Flifh STog &1 3ea feat dlle 3miar| Sl grefd 3R fohddt sft aog @ v
IR d&of o & df 3o¢ a9y Jgol éwmagﬁﬂfmm%l

LMW .
HEl9d 1

T A U SHT Fe]

gAg AR

oot Aol & 8 31T TAT A Gohel § Yo oI5 ¢ &F # 8.8 ofigel & #woT 3T & S A
G & F ®E & @I F BT FrHwcH graedd H 30 ells 2025 H T H{HY F Feh A
FrracH IR 9 F F T FHg F qEs ol 0| 50 Reg F 3w gy e aHdr 7 &
fohar aar g1 38 IIpfder 3UeT @ 0T Fha AR IS AN F g gl I A gl 38
W @ Y¥edT & THg del & 16 e S ol ST ogl s oad dé goltet # #RY
A EIHT & FHHN Jeial &, 2011 F ST & AT 9.0 Mo & ofhd & 1 o W &l 39
FHCT YT gl a7 UT| $H GAH & ST & HHRIAT arsdl WA Foll HIT FI FHicler FeeH
fAfSha Y ggr Ul remEhr Y TsdT ol ddrael &g & GHeads 39 ST HT hgell &
foh gl St e T YT S wel AT U oot @ o fUE AT Ak @ TR Bl GAHA el
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Tsh oIEY gl BIcll, Sfcsh Ig ofd THI deh Tl dlell ATFARATC ofgll T Teh S@oll gl &1 FeAredr
w farer & aifq @ dst e afd 9 i AR § g IR A § g 9wy e & e
W%,WWWW%W%%WW@% UHAHIOT T ST TolTdeT I 3TTRIHT
9 S &1 6 HROT e B ¥ ol Rl W agTeh §, AR - gl el &

g & 319 T 8.6 gl & 9.5 diadr & ek Tell, 3reliehl, AT, digleh HrHATCH (1952),
el (2010), FFAER, reIEhT (1965), 3RV WeRl HRA 3R AT (2012) 3T g 38 Silel-
FHTCT T $RY TN T3 &l

X3, AT & AT AT T gATEROTag FT AR ar @ oEHT TFfaE AGT g, e Iow
fartrel ol & &ART o g1 g &1 Wihfdeh TETUAT & 3fehdd g ¥ BIC TR & pal dr
geeHfA IR & W &1 AfasT 7 S ot i cawar 3R Rererdr g S ¥ 3 FRoT §
for spehat T 3MIRY 9% W 1 TR 13 el F TH IR HHT I H MR T @l 2, Ao
39 Ig UC F 4 Wiel gl IS gl $HUl &I deAfeleh el Hlat ¥ Tg o uar e § 6 i
faemie & S Foll @eherc 8, 3T AT o ggel &1 Jolell H STl %l%%ﬁg‘é%l 25 319,
2015 T AU F AT {HT AT AT, 3T 20 YA FAR FT3tel AT & SR ol forawenr 7|
aﬁgmwwwm-m%mﬁmmwaﬁﬁaﬁa%gm ST dlehday
gqr | 2011 7 S 3R R aer A 3T AR ofhdl @ aar dofal & f ekl & et A
3TSTS o T IFIT Forael A yfRe e AR el & v waers wfed @ @ 8
I gordel HRd, UIfhedis, A1 3R STemeer Fr &t & A 8 3918 o W §1 afav 37 &2lf &
HER o 3T & He W §

8hT AT I 1S oIl gl & | ST, SFAR R Al AT [ gfAar g7 HAAT Y Sefed &
T Ste-de faaer gid @ &1 STasjg &= 30 a1d W g o [t s 3meedieleiss cRaehl & oI
T deATioYeh 3ot deh VAT deheileh Sollg, el H 3B @ &, ToH8 T $HI SAADRT 3T & Tgel
fHrer STy

Uhceh TUGIU 3d Aeh d faaReRT @fdd g W@ § @ifh SRl & Fd dMdART & HROT
argAse off gRafdd & T g1 AR g faed gad qUdg qaf A & uarfeeat & $fioR Jdgrem
AT S B eafEheRor AR erellewor s 3 AT 39T €1 Ig S Aeraardr saumon
Fo AR AL, T HUET FT IUTYY clga FX Ll H WG el HT WA 3UMT g, Sl SeHAvs
# %ol agal H A o7 T &l 30 A & fov u=l, 3w, @ierel, sedd, sue 3R s
SR g1 FAdIeIde, S @leel AT dgG #geddd AT A delct Af, I 3T HhdA AR H Fofod o=l
g1 SeTad A A Tt AET 1 MWor AR FARNST o Trpfah 9 & g1 Srar o1, fhg 3 Fell
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fa=trer X QU Sel & SRoT AT AgH g1 9T @7 8, T aog @ argHASH H ghc Wl &ald §G &1
gl 3§ HROUT ¢RI W ISa1 drell FIoT $HI IHT Jedrafdd gl T dolrd exadr 7 & FAW o9l 7l
INIT, ST T dTIHATT dGa1 ofal Gl’rddqlgqm?‘l?rwwwl i &7 81, YIehfceh 3Ter3il I HROT
Y e T &




