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Many images
Governors should not play up divisive images in official functions

Editorials

Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar’s obstinate use of contentious political iconography has
shattered the veneer of harmony with the State government that marked his early months in office. Over
the last fortnight, two Kerala Ministers have protested and boycotted official events held at the Raj
Bhavan, taking strong exception to a garlanded portrait of Bharat Mata — Mother India — in front of a
lion and holding a saffron flag against what appears to be a map of Akhand Bharat (undivided India).
Leaders of the ruling Left Democratic Front decried the imagery, condemning it as a ploy to inject a Hindu
nationalist agenda into the constitutional office of the Governor. Mr. Arlekar nonchalantly ascribed the
idea to the spirit of nationalism and patriotism. The rift has since spilled over into the streets, leading to
confrontations between workers of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and the Bharatiya Janata
Party across the State. The Mother India motif traces its origins to the late 19th century work,
Anandamath, by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, which personified the country as an oppressed Hindu
goddess with a glorious past aspiring to regain her enormous might. It featured ‘Vande Mataram’, which
became hugely popular and accepted as India’s national song. With the nationalist movement taking
shape, the image found countless iterations across forms of cultural and political expression. In the early
20th century, artist Abanindranath Tagore depicted Bharat Mata as a four-armed goddess holding a piece
of white cloth, sheaves of paddy, a book and a string of beads. While Anandamath came under criticism
for its perceived communal undertones, with the image being appropriated by Hindu religious
nationalists, Abanindranath’s image was seen as a ‘humanisation’ of the divine mother. If painter Amrita
Shergill poignantly pictured Mother India as a pining mother staring into an uncertain future, political
and cultural portrayals of Mother India relied on the metaphor of a woman who was a divine, benevolent
custodian of customs and traditions, with the imagery drawing heavily from Hindu iconography. Her flag
changed between the tricolour and saffron, depending on who portrayed the image. Calendar art pinned
up many iterations in drawing rooms. While films such as Mother India cemented the stereotype, Satyajit
Ray’s Devi called out the deification of women as a patriarchal tool of subjugation.

But religious nationalists continued to weaponise the symbolism, imaginatively blending the visual of a
decked-up Hindu goddess with a united Hindu Rashtra. Secularists such as M.F. Husain, too, were drawn
to the idea of the nation as a woman and it got deeply etched in the collective psyche of the people. Given
the lack of a standard depiction of the metaphor of Mother India, the present controversy was avoidable.
Governors would do well to desist from employing a Hindu majoritarian version of a multilayered iconic
image for political expediency.
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N & el WA bl R T SarT a7 A & dIG HgH Halel Jg el ¢ b 30 A & Jiifaea
ar A7 G| Sfed HEA Ha IE § R ST HT UAIY] SHSA, WA TgTsT & A FAT Bl S
JRedcafaglel (3Nfeeeye) g8 & 1 TN ¥ F &1fqaed | Sohlel TFT ggell ST T & 3R 3ok AR &
AT q@ld Afthet ST &1 FgaTl § o AR a7 @I o G 9gT T ¥ IR RAwsAT mRIe @
¥ ger fw e A1 gFT & v AR PR HT AR T §I, S Sogiel Her FFSAT clchiA g Herer
R fo@r & a7 7 aar aRade HT a1d Fgar Asiiiade §9 & Tad Hel g adfched HET (AF o IT
39T) & degd TAT deofell difiev| 0 F Hard Jg o & fF a1 Toa & Rl ¢or o+ SeRar 'R & #Jg
T & fIT 38 W 97 A &1 3R 82 #r v F WAREH gfaus & egese 1 (8) # aftia qm
S W gH & ToIv THe Fr T T 3R ST A el AT? AT 38H ded e T 1973 & IR UiaX
Relleges forad ded @8e 6T 3T TR0 g- &l T # forar ar? org & @amg o ar faeg afd «w
NI g7 R Hehe F 58 a1 H & 3 I & % gAaT ey Fr Sv Ir fAfAes wed (@fAd
g#en) |
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FARHT H1 X T A & AT RATY] FGAT HT A5 R el & dTe FoRAd o 1 598 § & Toh WA]
I e semar 3ARe, g, A &t AR S & FHEG-aed WA Sl arel & 3R e
% G F WA §U TG TISE @ T & o A 1 Hehe 9 T R

=0 & Ty f9eg &7 i T 96 W@ g, Fife d g AR ART 18T & T g, ST Sol 3cdlee Ud
3mgfed & AreA €1 S0 o IS 3cUIesT Ud 3T # U F g1 ARG AN Ioll o ST 3R afRes
TRIET & 3 R & qU T &1 HARA ST & detang 8 TR T W@ &

N w¢ IR W Fo o, 95 W A1 oW W@ 81 I HRA & ToRMEe 3R e, gt & 3w &Y g,
sgfIT 38 T ThUd Tl W SR &of 3R deeddr &1 9= &1 aa fharl fragra I 3T o &1
9RA & faeg eifa & Ty 39ar fRdal & gafea wraf@sar &= g

safaT 3R o, it g & oo faueh Sa= 3R Aiee ifd FFAT &7 ofefh W arel AR Tseafd
<Y o ORI & U&T A TS gl U W WA §¥IN &l #T TSl gehsel UG 3Mcieh I TaH T
TATF g T AN HAe 3 W a gHeT Srell, et Uiferedsl & 9fa 9A fg@r @ & a8 3ds & v
aredl Aifa 3R sIRa & Al & 3=cdr g

SR &N HaT wA] BRAR g1l A & @ gAN, Reiged S JTch Hersat # @y & 8, 49 &
qfehEcilal 8 oIRahT, Sier 3Tfe 3fTcehr et Y arelal 81 IS gaAM, Rolgedm oRrael Har 3ARE & faw af
AT &, a8 & dIfohediar Tar &l 3R & drel ST | o, oI AR & v

a8 ¢u ogRfad off 8, Fifh q el TIleeT 3ARST R Tgard s @ of gfaefda &1 3mer ggel
R H T IfehEcliel I WS AR T3l HT Aol drell ol Toh g1 AR 3¢ difehedlel e
1 GERT, T a8 951 @RS 41 781 fG@ean?

¥E STA-THS & ol 3egial gl H UIfehedsl & gy @ ared Qell 9@ 3MAA HAR A AR
AT fFar 3 39T adie off 1| a1 safav fF 3ua He Tard s g6 a1 R arfehedis & St
¢ Hh?

St ot 81, ST el R & A1 i S 23U R & UeT H §A;W & & IHelar IR FT A Fhdt| e
Hr HAT § 3R &F 9gel & & Tobod H 3orsm B1 AT 9REs ok & grema 3K faers ar fava anfa &
qryr deyaedr & AT Y @R 96 Tod g
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TUIR @ o5 & AT a9 JaRy A TWd

T FAR, ( AWH qHCEH! F AT AR qF w 'R § )
AgAd @I dAfhed I TR T WEfd & @ $ew ST ®©

r -
QAR Td SNl AT gefdd T AT IoANT &THAT & 3

——— T R FAET W) GEeT g A aRdfaedr a8 § o doans
Tad: Tl 8T 37T § dfes 30 o9l & TTHS TET W & T IW@eT 93dr &l

3iaersT gy & GNeT v oA Al goar @ s @
5 A W e AaEd 3R @il @ 8 dfed aed
YR TF AR & RN Saa @87 M| Tl e &
HAAIEd FIfardT WRIAT ST Wr AF 3R 3¢ 37 el Ier arAr
a7 fF 3 SFHEEE Y O # ganfag w WY oF 3R e #;
aa i Rl dar a0 W o1 acaf, 3 ol & s #
qet ST FE A gat (bae Ak swEEl) & q@

TR dolt & theldl § Fifeh 30 Ueleh HeTioidl & TR M TGRAT AT & foiee oler el & 3t g
W ¢ FEa gART €O diadr &, daen3t & sEmar € 3R g5 NS F gEse # A Ay €, o9
& 3 @& @ A A gl 30T & v wgHd & fheuid deher fawat #1 #get S od § S g@d & @
IS HTAT 3T 3R el ARl BIal &1 3HeINST @ Uolel dTel FiRrel HITSAT Tolehid Hiwhel AR Far
¢ ¢ il d O Wl RRwrd € S 3uANTeRait ( goR) HT AlGEr YROm3T Td A st & Ay Ad
Trdr &1 sger gk Ig 8ar & F 9T dae 38 /YT I1 gear ¥ §9fg 9k d@d § Ses aR &
3 HI H Y ¥ § Teh UROT IR TG ol Tl d FE FoAd U ¢@d § S d Foleall T WAl A6t ¢ |
TE HAEIT 3T [qarel 81 ST § Fifteh olldT FeAides &9 @ 3o f9URT &l §<1d & § ST 3o 6Hg
I 3R ggH ¥ FAerd-Serd § 3 3o qAt i 3R #X &d § S 3oh T T qAST FE A B
VH H Woll FEleldT o hadl Uil S8 o ol & Sfodh d ol r dRr o Siia ot §1 shaa T<arg
T § H oA THAR A HHIS o161 ThAT ST FhlT dfesh G HdellcHs SISId I T FHgI A JeTehl
ST WA FLT Il § FAETURT I AfEAT #F 380 AC JoT 7 HideT ol & AHAT ST 95 @7 2
m@mﬁﬁ?mmﬁmmﬂﬁ%maﬁwmﬁlﬁlﬁa'@?r'g"tfq{w\ldld AR ATETH
AN FT eq7T Widel &7 @15 H B A 3§ 9T gl 50 TaFR H d a2l & <ageh oid fhw $9R 3TeAA-
Bleled H T GUFA ¢ 3R AT A T HIAA Fd 81 Toh AT AT S JLAT Hr ST gFhiar H
Haif¥e Aged @ A 3 wRo 3R e Bfoed cewid & ST el & dead ¥ AR Jdd
i @l 3R @ ot § S Ay Hepgh @ 3N #d g1 98 Seod -3 # SR
Sorar & Bl
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ol GeRT T 3P o9Tel & T THR o 2019 H T ol e (N3sa) there T Jfele HT TU19=1
dr o 3 2021 A PIAT A G v F| 3T FASAT F GG TWHR GarT JfRgd hae I gfae Hi
AR & HH-BST T 3T HHR TRl HT @l fdeprerel 3R wegedt (@erer Afar ar Aqaedsr Afsan) v
Sot & & oIT Fgel & ATUFR AT AT F3 Ara AfSAT Tolehid o HHG TT Boll TR TR AIMH
WA F 33Uy fFv F oz 3uRi A Rl AW uar F e AW F AU HEIEN,
#7135 A ARt H Al Huaen AR SUAETRAN & gomar va gfafhasit & 3muR W gEen
AT 1 o Td fSEraAT & 3fe nfAer &1 grelifeh, I gare dhaer a fosesf X aga R g S &-
IHEAT FT hael G AT 'Bail’ & &9 & RETT FT f&ar Smar gl

there Afehar gpTsal & 3TEdcd H A & Sraslg 3ot THT ARG & & FifF I Fw alies § 3 Heh
¢ 3R il & A HIATcHS TR W S5 H father el &1 Boll TaRi T WIRST A S IaTht ioanien
deheileh o9 AT HTGI3IT HI 3HATT dlell Holl eI o THT &l Ha oTgl dY Uil gl STP Teh FHTET
R feeraed &9 # qLIT HT GEJHAOT 81 Fehll &1 FElell gl I el i gorrdr & dzai
TR, 3Mehyeh 3R @Epicer &9 & aRfTT wUBd & Aegd @ g&d f6ar ST Fehar § hee dfchar
SHISTT AIEAIdS olide] & e, AT Fad A1 VSTFT HT W RoaeT Faifaal &7 G8RT o Thdr & S aen
& TEl-TGART X 3R 3T Tdhd g1 Tg§ dUHl HHG TERI I 39PR HFel & ATI-ATT A T GROT
geole 7 off TgrIe g g

TUHHAT g AE AT B AT FFA F 5@ RWe Fefad & GRY dag wxa § 388 w1 o d@
ST Ehell §| S8 HREHA H HH AWMRD & Siide & SET Aweh Td Weh T3 &l FEAATT HPRIcHS
T & 3R TSI Uge FI Ferar & & fov fRAT ST &1 A & UIMET T Seord R TUHAHAT SAfaaTd
A T AGACHS & & TEJT B & o0 AT @ G W1 S Fhel g1 e Afher sohrsar s&l
TTSCHhIOT & HTY 39T HH Y Hehell &l AT hicd HHIdl & TARY AR T T SATFARRAT TEIC
A AN Feas d S FSE HGHH I &l dhad Boll GeRi & WS Td 3eg HHb T &
qrEATIehar JEM b el Jgae ¢l

S g AT &1 a1q A aedfde ol S s H derar A1 Sar § 38 atg $ere Afher @ S Tge
3T AN T 3ETEXOT IA F FHA § ST Foll @aXi AT grat F A 36T IF §, HN A6 H A AT
50 FF H 3 dfFd F FRGARNT T dAAST T A T dLAT H TAlG & AEIA ¥ TS fFAT T
FohdT g1 ST olFT TAT el 319 T fhdl &gl & 9Td & df o 39T YRUN3T & dgald &l ol 3Hh
IR TEd B

AN & aredideh Sfiael Td Hedl Sl HeTefd Ud 3ch1E @ ST ST JATOS TeRt H AR 3w Jreew
ST FhAT &1 We, e, o AT ol FUBH & AIA & Fears e & A 3 A & Ay
ggdTs ST Fhl & ST9 TS O U SR Ak F ol F FHA W S § A Tg gEER T IRR
AR & FT T fAarer Tehdr gl
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HIHAH TRl UG go0aR & Hie 3d 1 Aisg § #AIR 3NTAhiRes Adl & qive 7¢t e Sl & R g
318 Aherar F8T el 1 3R d2ar & S ael dlell ATfAeRe f[aad@eid SHEAT dIR $I ST dr
GSYER U FHTIET & & TFIA0T 91T ST Hehel B

30R there AfhaT ShEAT AT THAR @ FI&T HT Hlgd Had Follell § o 3e¢ ol deh S AoRAT A ST
A FEE W el BN Hews B 365 IR ARE T A GET I & TR HT Siollel el dsl ST
Trar| there AfFT O 1 37 VIS Fglladl Ud AT T HeRT ool IIigT o el & ot 3 aAmT &
S ST Hehd &1 AW o aAE gAY A AEAr Hr @ ol A 3R T I FEeh F&aI A¢ garde
dr ®1% AR 38 39T Tl F e T G|

\.\\
)
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s galfaat & Sga ok 3q3A

IS et

AR T Hdegaedr & fav geA, og IR 7egd7 3c7q7 e
THTHUAS 3Hcdd 39AEN g1 I8 &F USHIR Folel, Scureet
e AR AT & 9T Hgeaqul Aerer & &1 FH A F
nfder fasr A dolt el g1 3T 2025 @ A, o wd
AEYH 3¢TH HT S FAieRor fhaT IR &, 3T ITAR A
3¢IH T8 &, el 8§99 3R AN ar Iueor A fAder 2.5
3 FAC AN FREX g8 U3 39T § S a6 &1 og
3¢TH dg g, gl §IF IR FAMAY a1 3uor H fader 25
I3 TAT 3R FRIER 100 FR3 IUC F 3if0F 77 g1 ALIH
- - - - = 3¢IA T §, S8l HIF AR FMAL AT 3uHor H AdAw 125
S T IR FREIR 500 FHAS TIT & 310 87 &1

3ehH Il W AN 3T 2025 o G A Uoliehd A, oY IR HEIA 3cIAT HI HEIT 6.23 WS &
Segiel 26.66 Hs ol H UsER QT §| tATHUAS &9 o $Rd & o dd # 45 dae @ fEw
qeterT fhar g1 Fg &7 U & e fahrd & IEH ST o §1 GeH, oY AR #@eIgH et H
gt 7 fafedtor - 3R A9 8 & FF TER & Faary afAd g1 gEA 3eH A FHY, o & b AR
Telliees [@ella 3fe S golRi 3cure dfFAfad &1 o 3egd # Afador &9 & sofagRer o o
AN, dTed, ST $ed 3 &1 Far 87 H S AU oY TR S 1, 'Tieaehs Jar Yerd,
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THIC 1S Heloholel 3G FiFATAT &1 #EIH 3egaAl & fafador &9 & fAw 3R & 3cue S od &
TISel, g T B Tgel, IAe IR VAT &7 A cAHHAC JAY, Wpfch FIAY, BRI e e Fard
afFAfed gl

eA, Y IR ALIH 3¢TA U & Fehel B 3cule H 29 W O 3ifUS T Al i g1 fafaor &
A o ST TTeTe 33 BiEE &1 FE &1 ol AT & 45 hrae @ 3 T FeTEe A § HRA AR A
TATHUAS & oo & AT S A3 3R wrishaAr H qesnd &1 g1 0 3cgaAt & fov @g off § o
ST AP H HERIAT A &1 3% o0 TET uidd W ds 39l foe 3R daa 3uasy §, Sas
HAEIH § &1 &1 F $RRA AT A Affes g i dard 3 glaud sueey H$ Se

WHR o GeA, oY AR ALIA 3¢7A & A F NeAed X & fov @ffied dsrensit ik ggat @
o] fhaT 8, ST EIRY 'S- ATheTld (SNSTA) 3R TUHA SR Golol Hdshd, TUTAHAT Hal Trsfel
3R Regewam Qe 3nfe afFafad §1 WAER o tavgeas & [, o ggan, o) 3k #easw 3meR
F IIATAT HT eIl Tl & [T cATAIN IRT IV, TUTTFIellT shise IRET Aratem o §a115 §é‘s"| y
ISTATE ARETelT oET T T el 3R T &TAAT T fAEdR el I a8 IRASTABNT T IE el A
TEIIAT Al &1 TER o o7 36TAT & Hed §3 3¢A9N ganT of a5 Jansit 3R F7 fhe T 910 3cumer &
AT T A GARTA A & [T St Jraere fhu g1 ga0eh 3HqaR ged, oY IR 7egd 3¢79 @
% fpu 3curer 3 rea Jan3ft & fAv 45 T & fiak &, g cgaear &1 IS ¢l

AT A 45 fealt @ s & U gl W ged, oY IR AEIH fciehal Tl T 3R ey AT gt
# yRfagw & ded a1fsd ger AR oY 3cgwH giawr 9Rve & €96 a Hehd ¢ TATAUASS Jfufaas
T URT 16 & TEd, INYFTRATHT & AT # ¢ g W R doh garr AR o6 T & A 7=
AfAF Thdef& AT & AT AT HAT BT § G&H, oY Ud HAEIHA 3¢IH HATT HISEl 3cTAT &l
TEAWT 3R AT 3TH YT el & AT I HIcHET ool Fftd Harerdl, o, o7 @Rt 3R sqa
SIS 3= el & Fedler § 3 &1 & faend IR faear & @graar e g

%Hﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁ?gﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁgsﬂmﬁwaﬁwaﬁﬁ%lsﬂmaﬂﬁvﬁmﬁ
IAAEY e T SR § STl IUAH gl &1 BTelifeh PR o TH &1 H RUT T IUCTSET HhT HS TlolAd
H g5 &1 T off Soell TR W 39 A3 & FqegdT F FOT 3R IRE ured a1 AT A6f & faw
T H B AR A0 cgqardt & fov AT S8UEl & HKOT UIed AT Hidsd giar § 93 <Igardl garT §AT
W I & GGl & dldele S deheliehl STUTU 30U A FHT W A g1 fohar Srar, forad
3ot faeir e wenfaa g &

TATAUAS I THR I A3 & AfaRead el 3107 gaR T i 3maegeanst & o e §6 O
T aIv HOT W 3T4 AT & T TS 8, ToEd 3R ANl §¢ S 3R gfoedet wa gl S g
$H &7 T Frpfaeh FAT 3R IRag i gdficd giaumsit d6 9§ e g § A T Fauw A 3w
ARTd W 39ceY gl 8, foad 39hT IRETad JeTd §¢ Srdr &l
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&S & & H 9gd ¥ GEA, g N ALGA 3egAr A ool AR arelr Hir srgded mgfd AR FASR
HIR giawme e il § fSa@ 37T 3cuiesl e yenfad gicl 81 THATETAS &1 e 3R afRas aeir
# 99 3UHA & 3Icumel AR Faisi & AHA H Hed AR quraar F @t gl w1 o AT HAT g5l
¢ 93 cHaurdl B Jolell H UTHATHUAS & U HFH AT FEeeT gl g1 59 HRoT o 9 93 3e@en &
os aa &1 tATauAs # dledfahr AR wlera $r st off ficerd gidr 1 ol AR & FROT 3
T &g aR dehelieh AT & HiSAS giel 8, fFad @ o=l Scuresher 3R T[0T # FUR #7& A 9Id
¢ T THTHUAS A AAR & U AT HiAA hI wAl gl &, A 3R 3cures & oatfd 3R
IOTET FHTAT gl g

qeA, oY AR FLIH 3¢TA N F efaleled AR HH Flefed H dcelld HT AdA F1 8 AT F1 95
W%,%Wmagﬁﬁ@%mw«mm AT ST &l 39 &7 & IR 3f0s gfacadt sa= &
gl & SrastE, AfAgAT AR A TSHHOT H HoaTera AP ST I &, FHq G e 7 wfears
By & 3 F 3uhH §¢ & W &1 THUETAS & AU & 3T fQuuea cgaeyr off 99 gEEr g1 sue o
waied faarder 3R wRd faror saawr & e o SRl § 3red 3R feqe Ruve varet @ #18
qRUTH =gl fAerdr|

go1 gl FaEast 3R gAaE & Sacle, YA, 7Y AR ALIH 3H 0N A Idcgaedr A §91 i
fem @ &1 WAR IR FofT gefdRl c@rT e A5 X g A AR faear & fav ARk i
JaE T ST, d A IYRA SIS &F A, AT # Sgrar g AR Hehel W 3cUle H T H
Fgeaqut iR e wehd &
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