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Understanding India's relationship with Turkey and Azerbaijan

Nitika Francis, Sambavi Parthasarathy and Vignesh Radhakrishnan

Following Turkiye and Azerbaijan's support for Pakistan after
India's military confrontation in the wake of the Pahalgam
massacre, many online travel platforms reported a sharp spike in
cancellations of tour bookings to these countries. Many Indian tour
operators withdrew offers and promotional packages for trips to
Turkiye and Azerbaijan. On social media, calls to "boycott" both
countries gained traction. Institutions such as IIT Bombay, IIT
Roorkee, and Jawaharlal Nehru University suspended MoUs with
some Turkish universities.

Data show that the relationship between Pakistan and Turkiye has been strengthened by arms trade. The
two countries have also shown reciprocal support during past geopolitical standoffs. For instance, Turkiye
has backed Pakistan on the Kashmir issue, while Pakistan has supported Turkiye in disputes related to
Cyprus.

Similarly, in 2020, it was with Turkish backing that Azerbaijan captured much of the Armenian- populated
enclave from Armenia. Though Azerbaijan regained full control of the region in 2023, Turkiye denied any
direct involve ment in that year's operation.

Data from the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) shows that Turkiye has been
exporting arms to Pakistan since the 1990s. Chart 1 shows Turkiye's arms exports to Pakistan between
1995 and 2023 by category and volume. A significant share of this trade comprised artillery - defined as
naval, fixed, self-propelled guns, howitzers, and multiple rocket launchers. Pakistan also received
armoured vehicles from Turkiye, including tanks, armoured cars, and personnel carriers.

India has supplied weapons to Armenia (Chart 2). Most of these exports comprise surface-to-air missile
systems and a few multiple rocket launchers. In contrast, SIPRI data shows no official arms transactions
between India and Azerbaijan, or India and Turkiye.

Last week, some Indian trader associations passed resolutions to boycott all forms of trade and commercial
engagement with Turkiye and Azerbaijan. However, data suggests that even if this escalates into an official
trade ban, India stands to lose little. Crude oil is the primary import from both countries, but their
combined share in India's total crude imports has remained below 1% over the past six years (Chart 3). In
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contrast, Azerbaijan could face a greater impact,
as India was its third largest destination for
crude oil as of 2023.

Another major import from Turkiye is
machinery and mechanical appliances, including
nuclear reactors, boilers, and related parts. But
even in this category, Turkiye accounts for only
about 1% of India's total imports (Chart 4). India
remains far more dependent on countries such
as China and Germany for such equipment.

While calls to boycott Turkiye and Azerbaijan
have led to "mass cancellations" of travel
bookings from India, data shows that Indian
tourists formed less than 1% of all tourists to
Turkiye in 2024. That said, the number of Indian
visitors to Turkiye has been rising steadily in
recent years (Chart 5).

In 2023, Indians made up less than 6% of all
tourists in Azerbaijan, but this share rose to
around 10% in 2024. The boycott calls,
therefore, come at a time when Indian travel to
both these countries was on the rise (Chart 6).

The number of Indian students pursuing higher
education in Turkey and Azerbaijan has also

increased in recent years. In 2017, the number of Indian students in these countries was less than 100. As

Interests in
conflict

The data for the charts were sourced from SIPRI, the
Lok Sabha, Turkey's Ministry of Cultire and Tourism,
the Azerbaljan Tourtsm Board, UN Comtrade, the
Ministry of Commerce, and the Azerbaljan State
Statistical Committee

Chart 1: The chart shows Tirkiye's arms
exports to Pakistan between 1995 and 2023
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Chart 2: The chart shows Indla's weapons
exports to Armenia over the years
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Chart 3: The country-wise share of india's
Iimports of crude oil over the slx years
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Chart 4: The country-wise share of India's
impeorts of nuclear reactors and machinery
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Chart 5: The chart shows the number of tourists from India
and Pakistan to Tdrkiye
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Chart #: The chart shows the number of tourists from india

and Pakistan to Azerbaijan
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of January 2024, it increased by at least seven times (777).
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1 fordr fIedr ot arffier fham a1 am B $HA eohell Rl o 394 T F© a¥ Tgol (Fell 6-7) A
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Rrens #Mer @he &1 98 7 Hael AR gg dfed NfAfFas &7 here 3ot F1 FR A &
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H yardl g=ar HY AT 9 & 39T Sdrar g1 91 &Y Jed H seiaar Y fomdy &1 98
AT TISTAT T FITATAHT & T F I7E 3R Foe FHr =New S &1 39 T5T #F 24 gaR gardr
ST et a1 g &1 TR T FIfAr § 5 o7 a<di T 31Y3M3e X F 9¢ 3R T el F & 39T
ANTEIA &| gl s sl H Yanddr &I &FdlG, Siddlg, AFEeidedl & YR W Ydisd fhar
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TSTAai3it & I8 w9 Mod $o @#T @ FA I @ 9d § & 3 aderfas a6 § 37,
AT 3R T3 I AT 31U AT HHSAT &1 3R 3 W IR gof IS SATdT &, ar 3FER
T 39 W AT T @ ATEAIR I § oIGT Gad Toldl %",H’f%%ﬁgﬁféaﬂmﬂméﬁ%
ﬁ?mﬁﬁwﬁmaﬁ?ﬂ?@%ﬁamaﬂmaﬁ%l IR Hafed I &y
T & S1E ARE TSABT H & Toeh (AN | FEIGer WHR A 7N 357 Ag A St @fthar
PRl & TN A S w7y feoqoly &, 38 A Farmfas & e # QW Yo7 g3 AEAUSY I
AR & 36 W T WA od §U FHA & Qo grufAd gof e 1 ey R gfea &
30 W A A FT AT IAEAIR fham, S 6 q@eRr @l & AT # 98 3 Al §
A 3T SR & gaRT HE WATHRT gof it 1 3 f&am| O, #9 #Agley o Hafew =arre™
& gHET &TAT ITITT HT| AIR Falea ~A™ATIT o 3o Hol BhehR o9l §'Ef+q°ca~7{ﬁ'qTﬁ?3TrC|$r
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ATHAT & @I ST @7 ¢ & 39 8 IS 937 adr 39 d1E 39« FEr 937 & HRoT Qaet & fOar
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TEeIH H §T HIhT g & FTa 3Mcfehal I T @
3N Hdware & gfd dRa A afgsopar & AT & dga
AR o TSIl Su uifhears # JHtest fAqy &t 3femA
e sa@ Stgeu aifhed= & #Rd W T FRaAS IE
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N 5H FuY H g FET 3TIY Hlal X TGl o I 14 #AS Y Jihd Fa=Ta e o
QST T 9T SR I §T 7RI F S faw aower fharl Fad & gRi R T gT g
§HCT H YgFd gl 3 AR IS TR AHE T 8 Jihd o &1 3ucTsts IIT| 38 e 8 5
qTeh-BAT SeTehl Sleh & TANT del A 3HeTH @ al I o T Tehoitehl TAATAT Teh T FETIT
forT arfeheara A o1l 9RA & dIihediel & 9id Y & 30 GAdT g Fgaler # wiel §9 4
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TEd A, S 3URIOT, el J UASI3RUD i S Foft Y| eanareT Y &1 Jg gShed o haol
WHR dicdh FgT & SAAEE & v off ey o | 3 A SR carl faieeasy Jied &
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EIYOT 1 o & 3 el 3R 3RSt & fU Yhall &1 TR a1 fashr 78 wr 388 e @
gl aTel 31T JehdTeT ol 3TeIHTeT SRIRT ST Heball &1 a¥ 2024 H SE7e7eT 3.30 ol HRAT gdceht
o g 1 arr @, Seer gt B degaedr A #89 3000 F3 TIA FHT Aerer AT | &0 &
3 & A UR-ER 377 3c@ent o o U] S & Bl FEIRGT 7 Jfhd F AT g ard
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Yail o1 IESHR AT P& T AT 9de 3N Terael GOl 9 & a6 iy & Aol 3T |
o R & weR fohar &1 I & e RAffies yeR & Aee S sl iR Tola aifde 8, &1
AT AT § | 379 ATl 3T ol QUi Sideierd &Y fear §1 #Rd # & ¢t & 3mand g
Tl el ATl T 70 TAAA AT 3Hehel JibD A BT &1 USE Bl T 2T o U 3T ST hr
TSI T & IROTH § foh 38 91 R & Y ¥ AT gl alel ol 33T W ol Frseh
T & gl

o o TAT @ 4Rd & Y § TN &7 god & Sdol G Toed A S §1 587 AR
TUEAT SR & 4 FaT W g1 Beld: SR A s8R AW 87 dol & Fead oell| 39 JiRd A
gl W o & v el HRAT Il Ud 3meuor eRe] aRve (Shordh) & 3regel o or & e
3meqmoT fasher, fA#Tar, saaly 3R U fashel & Y @ Gl deF-GeT d¢ HA H 3 A g
g8 IARFT 57 HTT IMITART IEI3T AT 3cUmel & A1 & Aleordl, I, WAe, A del, T,
ihideh a1 Faftia AN, oigl 3N SEdrd e & 3mrd 9T & widepel 9o gsaT & g1 9T &
$Hh AT & AR & $-hIAY TAChA T 3Hb el A A UiEel & ger © &1 Fshdd: sRa
A iR AT IIfehedel w1 TTY & & fIv OENfdS &0 F &1 8§ | gAY & @uR 3R aifvley )
A FT Ig TH %ol ¢3S FCISHh ¢ ol IRUMHA TddT & A fAee s1fasy 7 3R gk s &
fehelehy MU T eA favd & qEx A ¢af & v off ver Admael § & #RA 319 o Sad
qTehEclel dfosh 3Tk gShcdl H 3TN HTY ol dral HT 8 39l NI § o fa@ream|
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