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Ready To Rock

India had a diamond monopoly in ancient times, lab-grown diamonds can restore it
TOI Editorials

Blue diamonds, which are rarer than blue moons, made headlines twice in the past three weeks. First, when
Christie's cancelled the auction of 'Golconda Blue' in April, and again on Tuesday when Sotheby's sold
'"Mediterranean Blue' for $21.5mn in 2.5 minutes. Of the two, GB was the real deal. Mined in India, it had
belonged to the Maharaja of Indore once, and was expected to fetch up to $50mn. Not because it was a
fistful-23ct is less than 5g; Ranjit Singh's Kohinoor weighed 191ct - but because it was the biggest blue
diamond ever on the market. South Africa-mined MB, on the other hand, weighs a less atypical 10.3ct or

2g.

All diamonds are special, but blue ones more so because they are born 600km under your feet, where
temperature and pressure are so high it's like being in the middle of a nuclear explosion. Actually, nuclear
explosions have been known to form 'nanodiamonds’, but they're not worth the risk. As for the blue colour,
it comes from traces of boron - the same chemical that an Egyptian plane was rumoured to have brought
to Kirana Hills after the rumoured nuclear leak at its rumoured nuke silo after arumoured Indian strike last
Saturday.

What's not rumoured but certain is that the future of diamonds lies in labs, not underground. Although
manmade diamonds have been around since the 1950s, Modi's gift of a 7.5ct lab-grown green diamond to
the Bidens two years ago declared India's intent of causing a major upset in the market. Nine of every 10
diamonds are polished in India. Eight of every 10 diamond traders in Antwerp, Belgium - global hub of
diamond trade - are Gujaratis. What we don't have anymore - despite a monopoly till the 1830s - is enough
diamond mining. But lab-grown diamonds, which are indistinguishable from Kohinoor and Golconda Blue
without deep chemical analysis, and far cheaper, can fill that gap. Diamond snobs might still demand the
"real" thing, but don't bet on it because manmade diamonds, with their relatively tiny carbon footprint,
may be more flaunt-able. Besides, they'll be available in any colour you want, even if it's black.
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SARHfT T AHAGSUT aTaS o & & 524 HTT AT & & H
- AUY JEUT F o gl Y§ HGE ddrdr § fob 8 HTEA deh FAT
qgd =T 3 AATSR HATARA BT TE T A P Fehell &1 =AAHfA
& Sl STelSUTe & dl6 +AI¥H[d ITas GEX Gleld ¢ off Hared s ArTeld
& HET ~ATITHer &7 g1 F 1950 H Fafed ~ardreld 6T FTATT &
d1¢ Fad A1d &fad & Jgl ~arrefier 9 9 § o8 & 798 off v
gl I 919 9drdr ¥ TR HRa & areafds aHEfoe AT & 8T H
3T fohdell ol AW TF el gl SO @S 3O HRAT &
IR et & &S a3t § QOR gUl WU & Hegede 124 (3) & ded Fdfed FAEEd A
IR I ST 37T BT R & v Fd afead & 7  F7 I a¥ I 3T AT
AT IIATENST gl AT A7 T 387 A T & 10 a¥ doh 3T AT H FTaedr & & H HA
el T T Bl IRV | ATl 1as o 16 sl deh 30 AT & AN & §T & HH
fohar forae ae #2019 & 3¢ Hafew =are # fAgfea @ sar & 3egia 3roeh gfea
& 9 o] TR AT, i TeR W A fAfaudr geRad s wedr ff safar gdfe
=R # 3oieh! fAgfard & 9ishadm &l &Y ast deh ool foham |

A g Halod ST & g A hdell o1 GEAT | ¢ ST O Y7 oot @ & -
HYHAR HT TAAY Goll HATT AT, Aleadl, Todl H HREOT & AT eqea sfadl & #faw
3YATOT R el T Follold el 3N AT HiSaT & T FAET dies ATl ol OREd =] e
Stafer a8 4o & ALY AT §F AT § A 3o AHG g9 (FAee) Afafaea, 2025 @ dudar
S gl 31T HageTMel ATH 3TUAN| 39 qdddl +ar#fd Holld Weell T g 3ot qr o ofy
W WA & [T hael B AE & I gl I ey 2025 T a8 & & HE&T ~IrTEfer &
gTelifeh Scell FHY Faied Aol H 3TavIh Ieal HEYNTT FURT & AT rodied § oAfeher 3o1oh
THA YT qaddi HET AN &l Hdeplel Teh T HT e IURYA g1~ Tooll o
TRt @ AgFa B Pidforad Gihar & e Had P FT Il & [T Teh YOS 9er
S d6d 3o~ # SR & 9g W udied HeAhl @ Forerd AR 3 AneTieshR
T T SIITAT §1 3T 3UTT o 37 IIT UihAT & SARICRY &7 T 3R 3 s ar i ast &
HRYTIHT & fAMT 9 AN| 3oTeh @R Halfed =R # SRR gl eaRT Jui ST Gelrd
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3MaRTsh fhv Sl & 8f 38 FEUrT B yfdser 1 At har St oo Fo A1 § faRa=1adr &
Hhe & S TgT Tl

39 AU 3ieTeT 3N SATGEIRS TW & FTaole AR Toal el STRIADRT & TIT dAfee Aree
& Teh SIfeel Heal OIS AU §| Haled ~A—e & sl & AN dlidd AH Teh SAleel Hegl
aﬁg%lmﬁmm@ﬁéﬁamﬁﬁ%mﬁaMWwﬁ%
fAgere &1 &7 HT 100 HEST I 3Hh Ferehl HleX gHeT grar JiFel # 3T § 3 #1 HAuer
Fh H G I T Sellel & HaldA JATE & STaol dfed ATFAGE $HT Fear 313 8 80,000 &
3w Bl

ST HET FRUT Ig ¢ o 57 1fd @ 70 Amas g% & W ¢ 98 Auenw o7 @ AFdt § s
gl "iau s & T 1 g TS A &l FI9 20 FTT A AR 293 Hegy AFC I
AR ATl @e & FHET &1 dfdd g1 grefifeh 3ofehT HRIhIel BICT § olfehel #AR—AA[d aTag o 39e
qdadt $1 G & FeT ¢ T g QAfAgid F dg HIS WHR UG FAG o6l 3T FAUTIRT H
ArdSifeieh $RIAT SgTel XA T fGem 7 Ig 316H FeH gl
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T 7 - FA gRARTT F 7 ARG eIt el W P
dTdste $8h, ARt TAE FaAlaat H IR R U Bl & et 3
H 3O ST9TE §o T © AN - 3ol e A off fewsr ol &
HIN g HCAT 39 8 HASIeTeh g1 81 Nl & Hheel f5d 3requra
& Afgemsit #F Ao # aER Aol TRT, 39 W I FaTd 359 @
g1 P SR g foh 519 Siiaet & & 8T H Al qeui & H & her
Ao T g W &, O =7 Falt # 3 ufaenfar @ & I 4t
A TS T ART 2 N Few F ARt H SRR P a5
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3cargats gl &1 MY = & 3R9 & Fae R § & 9 AR W 33 T € A
YeAT I HIefAT AT H 3oTeh! HEIT WAT FAT & | & MY gal W FAT AT GFT g7 Febhelr| A
FARE & T off AT & FRRT AR & a1 TEY FIAT g7 07| 39 AR & v 3%
HITel ST TS T2 ot | a9 Y FIeT F THh Ageaqol had & §IG o H 3TT 9§ W ITh
q§uﬁ T IET el AT |

-G HATAT & Falel T 3eTeld TBR T ITAT HATHhcll e olel i G ol TG &1 Aot
N TR HHRNT ol T BT AT AT 8 ST IeTeld o HIHR &I BT AT, o FHPT gl AT
fo & aoll & gw 33 ARgem IMRRAT T FAT THHR I & AT AR &7 § gifed
TeT 8 9T g1 IR 3« dF 3 A 7 AfA’ w55 3gA qfFew [ oot § affa dear A
& T, IR AR Jeus AR 339 & Fa @ o5 § o Fr Y aded i AR a8
Seolell TfET| AT v faffieet a3t & AfGensit Hr dedr deT & AT 3¢ Jeu &aF H Tl A
dara R e wifgel 3mer A i weht Rfcar danst &1 Agea Afgerd & = @ § 39 W
TR F faaR g AT fob arehr Far3it A #ff 3ol i @ 3¢ w4t afd @ S|
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qdTe # TEaT gl gard 3N gAT e faw

AT F ARG, ( NHET AT )

HIEFHS JoId & sicjed dlell SECGET T HRIaEs WHR 9 Teh 3R faaerede &og & wRor
GiEat # &1 38 39 Al offer WY gfaeer oo fear &, St et ds @ar # Y| Sfe] §, Seener
& ollehcid T IR HIhT =IST g el 81 W HEe Hgol Uit Gifefeay deh g @A W, dfeh
3 Hedl AR AT @I #T wonfad w391, et dgd T dihdiaeh SeTe Hl Sos g3 o |
S gfafafeca sfafags it arr 90-8 & dgd 3@ ofer $r Aegar Fdfed 1 715 &1 FRiaEs
WHR & AISH, Ig AT FR&TT F 3T AT & AR 3Mdehdle; QAN Flefad & dgd fhar mam gl
SoolEeld &, AT o9l STET ellehdiiaeh Hedl W ST &l &, T8l =g G AT ol Al AR
EaRT ST 31T § AT A aiffier Heat 9 3memid &
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TETETel, I AT S Tgel3H PN FAC §U Tl TEH, FHY oAl IfATIEHT FeA g T § AR
QT ofeT & GAYH gATT § Beh Tohd &1 I, Ig HeH HidweT H afard 1971 dr sraer
HHASIN HA dTell g1 GERT, T§ AW ST T ¢l b afe gor & fovuer gora gia g, ar are oo &
f&ems T ARle SITaer Aefeee Urel (fusTdl) & &7 & ST ThdT ¢ Togmel, SAad-U-3Telar
3R 3T FHeeudr ariear arr o & S goArg AT # 3R digelt ¢, dife dwerd- fared
dleT 3a7sh 9Tl H 3T T AR AT 91 I Ael-a77a Hr gfagd a1 T

dET Ugd, 39 FHaG ¥ AU fHESH el (TAN) I 3G/ GAll @l gae Hr A o @
%lagtrrﬁ2024:ﬁ'r33ﬁr%,Wﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁmmqﬁaﬂmgmml
W,wﬁmm%%aﬂmﬁmé@awmgﬁmﬂaaﬁﬁ%wﬁw
?%WWW%WW@%3ﬂT€IT%4an|ef|q|squ<w< 37T 9T & @Th 379
3O wed @ @ gt §1 g8 Useufd 3regel 4l ford oiE 3 BIsH USds &MY §, a8
Teh Tohd ¢ foh 3@ 9T & 93 131 R &f9er e & 9% § 3R 3¢ aAnRe JA¥aRT & afaa
TG U AT A FefAT RIS A FAT ST @1 & AT U Bs & T Ay fham ST @7 &

mﬁ?,ﬂwgﬁim@q@ﬂwaﬁﬂmmﬁvﬁ?mwﬂWﬂdddfirﬁ?gdlq g1, dfeew
gaaely gfafafca gar g1 3R foxrer 3R fafatar & arer gier sreenm, ar dieeds # Shifad &r
S9T| TIgTalT dTel #Rarg Selall # dlehdiiie HAlicsl 3T Hedl # TREC &1 Hhd g Fad §
foF RT T TG T g ? [ATheg, dvaeel fiY Aohdifas diehdl & §ART 3T Rear @1 ¢ 3R
AT g Feae e & il wiféat @ g Ty &9 @ §1 AR Al TWER W FHeedit
&I GoGaT §¢ T ¢ 3R IfE T arhd At gl 15, ar d8i Toteiifae FREUAT 9¢ Gl &1 384
qATEe & YA AeAT W @AW 96 Swen| gAR fav Rahd 75 o § 6 agi Hr Faawd 331
geeh RUMTAAT HI 3THG ST Thdl & IR cTHEIRT T GHT T | ST &T Agl, dgl Sl heeludr
T qafak 9Rd & T2l d Sfaror TRIar & 3aR-qd fRedl & Jeemardy diedl $ @ig-arel &ef &
P A &l T H, §H G TG g o IgT ShehciiAh aleh & Ioard & |

& FopelY 8l Cer & JHeEel) AT H g@e gl &, Afchel 371G Jg I ¢ fh Tl U g T
A g, S 39 Hooh T dgdl & WY-ATY AT FIET T AT W SR < | fhelgrel, arepr H
SdEs THR GHATPRT X ellehdiiae v@ G@r ©r g1 W& #, 3T Igr gen & gHalids
I T AT H Serdd ST SgTell & I v 0| 9RT & 3T & 3@ er ¥ gfaey &
%ol T AT AT §U STeq & T, fAvaar 3R FATG AT e H AW H g
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