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Int'l Shipping Charts Course for Net Zero
ET Editorials

International shipping made history in London this month, becoming the first industrial sector to agree to
internationally binding legal targets for reducing GHG emissions to zero by or around 2050'. The sector
accounts for 3% of global GHG emissions every year. The agreement could also provide a much-needed
push to other ancillary industrial sectors to go green.

Agreement by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO), comprising 176 member states, relies on a
combination of emissions pricing and trading, and gradually tightening global fuel standards to reduce
emissions by 30% by 2030, and up to 80% by 2040, before reaching 0 around mid-century. While the
agreement is far from perfect, the decision reflects a compromise between small island nations advocating
a carbon levy on all emissions, with standards being tightened over time, and a carbon-trading system that
would generate revenues and ease the transition. The legally binding policy framework will generate
revenues that will be available to developing and least-developed countries, to decarbonise shipping and
allied infrastructure. The agreement, which India voted for, could provide the necessary boost for its green
hydrogen programme. However, there are concerns that the IMO agreement makes it possible to continue
using fossil fuels, such as LNG, and boost unsustainable biofuels that could lead to deforestation or food
security challenges.

Predictably, the US did not participate. Instead, it threatened reciprocal charges against any effort to put a
price on emissions and, again predictably, sought to derail talks. With the world on the edge and global

fragmentation undermining col- lective efforts, the IMO agreement is welcome news for the environment,
and multilateralism.
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Nomination of persons with disabilities to local bodies is a pioneering move
Editorial

Affirmative action remains one of the most effective ways of addressing historical wrongs and systemic
deprivation. The most recent attempt to address deep-rooted discrimination against persons with
disabilities in Tamil Nadu is likely to have a far-reaching impact for the community. Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin tabled two Bills in the Assembly last week to increase the number of persons with disabilities in all
local bodies in the State. While one Bill seeks to nominate persons with disabilities to all town panchayats,
municipal councils and municipal corporations with amendments to the Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies
Act, the second intends to bring into law the decision to nominate one per- son with disabilities to all village
panchayats, panchayat union councils and district panchayats by amending the Tamil Nadu Panchayats
Act. Mr. Stalin said once these Bills are enacted, there would be guaranteed posts for 650 persons with
disabilities in urban local bodies, 12,913 in village panchayats, and 388 in panchayat unions, besides 37
persons with disabilities in district panchayats. At the moment, there are only 35 persons with disabilities
in urban local bodies, he informed the House. Besides ensuring dignity for persons with disabilities, and
eroding stigma and discrimination, this change would empower the community, involving their
representatives in decision-making at the grassroots level.

It is the role of the government to take along its citizens, particularly those who may have an impediment
that might come in the way of their harnessing equal opportunities as the rest of the population. After the
73rd and 74th amendments to the Constitution that allowed for one-third representation of all seats in
panchayati raj institutions and urban local bodies to be reserved for women, some States, including Tamil
Nadu, increased this to 50%. Since then, the very raucous and long-drawn-out battle was finally resolved
in 2023, with the Women's Reservation Act being passed for 33% reservation for women in the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies. This will be effective after the publication of the Census conducted
following the Act's commencement. Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu's effort to appoint persons with disability is
the first such effort in the country at bringing a marginalised community not merely into the mainstream
but as leaders of society, thus raising their profile and larger acceptance, besides bringing change that will
benefit the rest of the society. Given the initial experience of implementing women's reservation in
panchayati raj, where women panchayat leaders were de facto replaced by the husband in decision-
making, it is important that the government ensures the benefit truly reaches the intended - in this case,
persons with disabilities.
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grhfaes 3| ( Sfiared suet ) & gl 3R el &1 aadl gl eeed a1d I8 § 6 AR
JATH §Tch 3cUGel Pl ol & Tt FHT S ol ool & &K @l ¢l 389 AAg3a 4t &1
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3R AlEr AR e GErT TEfas W & TRTT W SR R 5 @ B

Tihideh A 3cdicel AR @Id @ HAT Scdoiel H HH A & AT e H o Fo == T @
€ dfehel SHA SAET ARAT FET § i TH YAEA H ol dRas & AU ada H H1S
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I dTeT 33 §Fd H Tl 3T § | ST, ST arod SiaRdE Jofl 9 377 715 § 3R 58 aR glaar &
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HRAT ehehcdT &1 g F ¢ f @R 31 § Gfoua &1 ag Reyia, s [, ssfew ik
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FihTar 3R HIH' & e AT @7 &1 g1l & F Hafed AT gaRT 3Hefesa-201 &1 ufshar &

8



. I
www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (21-Apr-25)

meﬁmmwmwwﬁ@mﬁgaﬂaﬁwaéﬁw
&oT T v e B

3eTe06-201 &1 &l IS TE § & Il A ToF 98w Tegurer e@arT Ueguld & fauRmd fer
ST &, @ Tsgafd & 918 Al fdehed gid 8- fa9gen oY Tispfa &al, 3dihR &hdelm I1 38 HAREd
&Il & [T TehT I@AT| et & Ig wihar srRiafaes & JFde W R @ &, o6l o ar [k
T FT FIg HEI-TEAT § 3R T & FRUT gd= HT Sregdr| 7R 390 Fafea e F 59 WRET
STGEAT Y Tk HifdHRT IS & §U HeT foh Togufd gaRT &I I A% STl A1 siterw s &
AT # 'Tuse T 3N Hifguriaes dUar T AR A g1 TET g8 W 9o B & JEa
3T § AT AUl &Y I8 3fOaR § 5 a8 sRiuifasr & saw F 389 $8 ggar anfge?

TAdS wedl [ a8 Haer IRERIar fI feer & IE@e Hea §1 IARTT F1d & Qv J9 F8
fadgs Ve Gar S, af w1 I €6 o & fAcurdr & fasqy &g Siar ? #IR 3Teliaehl &
TfSe 7 Ig uTT |faurs & Ao o A fadee a@r g1 3T dhgell §, HRAT Higere & Iegafd
A RaFReR Tar &, 7 F =R [T & IreeT FT 31T ~arIufaer afe HRuaHr H S
I T UG Yglel ofdl, df AfFadl Sl JUeFivr [feHid cavd & Suem| 36 d68 H 3iderd & Yool
& clgY & &d &1 Te 3R, 1997 &7 fARm@r AT &, SI@l «Iulfelel o Il 3cdisa AharH
eq faen-fader sarul weleT o feen-fader saen fAwfer &1 FH § W 56 A & gAdR
shgll AT foh arguriaehr & faenfsr fr RASHTar &1 R &1 w1 Far q@ll 3R, 1994 &1 wg
mmmém%,mwﬁm%mé?mﬁmﬁqmyﬁmﬂml
3eTedie-201 i carear faeurer SiE 'Eihaar § a1 e aFAS 9T S 6IH AT e ?

3T I9 oAt 3R Fg & §iT GOl & A3 e 3 W §, a9 I8 vy goy o & v
aIEd YAl SeTeht 3T §| Toh o, I Tl &l eI HAA & Al diefe §IAYR el &, o
gEll 3R, FE-UoT FHAFION I AT A e aF daat Teiiaes el @ =ariihd w3
I AT TET T Fohcl g1 S dAATAS 3R dhelleeh & ST fdare H 3eTerd & Sl AsTailich
ardT ¥ GorsTeT aIfeT a1, 39 & faurl AqeEr #t o gEd Harg @ & Aueen wifgvl 3idd: I8
AU AR eliehcT T 30 MU ISl I Tl §, ST6] GEAT Th-gHL & TSR &7 T &
T & Tl TR H ol fg@dr &1 =arauiforeT T I8 e IRGHRIAT ol 6T e 7 uia=iT
g, W e I8 FAufer & Fifgerias SR &7 H b N, A g dJel & Beend & ol
BT Qe FATUT €T & foh ~rrerd A0y & da@g 39er et &l 'gorna & &7 # y&dd &,
o ' 3Ty ke & § 7 |
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AR d@idurs & 58 HoT A o Faraarfae $ HidUe ST T6TH JAr A1, 38 AT oF
e 1 'SeIar i mEer 3R FRUeET F AU i A & g A= anl s A
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T & g GAIg T ARIH &1, o [ gu¥ FT g AR |




