Budgetary Initiatives for
Women Empowerment

The provision for ‘women-oriented budget’, commonly called gender budget, has been
increased from 6.8 percent in the previous financial year 2024-25 to 8.86 percent
of the total Union Budget 2025-26. Gender budget, which started in India in
2005-06 as a method to solve women related Issues, |s proving its worth as a medium.
Starting from 9 ministries/departments and 2.79 percent of the total budget in the
financial year 2005-06, the Gender Budget has expanded to a total of 49 ministries
and departments and five Union Territories in 2025-26, which Is a validation of the
significance and success of the women-oriented budget in the inclusive development
of the country.

*Dr. Ritu Saraswat

ndia®s economic development strategy implementation  along with empowerment. Since
emphasizes inclusiveness and welfare  independence, the Union Budget of the Government of
for all its citizens. In the past years, Indiahas been prepared keeping In mind the framework
India has achieved high and sustainable  of inclusive development of the country so that the
economic growth as well as social and  cycle of economic and social dewvelopment remains
Institutional progress which is visible as a result of continuous and uninterrupted, It 5 noteworthy that
povernment policies, budgetary provisions and their R, K. Shanmukham Chetty presented the first Union
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The Union Budget 2025-26 allccates 24.49 lakh
crore for the wellare of women and girls. a
significant increase of 37.25%

from the previaus wear

Budget of independent India on 26 November 1947,
The Union Budget from 1947 tll today has been drawing
the blueprint of India’s development every year. On 1
February 2025, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
in her budget speech emphasized the indispensability
of concrete, effective, holistic and comprehensive
policies for the meaningful development of the
country and mentioned specific provisions for women
empowerment, for this, the provision for "women-
oriented budget!, commaonly called gender budget,
has been increased from 6.8 percent in the previous
financial year 2024-25 1o 8.86 percent of the total Union
Budgel. In the gender budget distribution in FY 25-26,
Rs. 4,49 lakh crore has been allocated for the welfare
of women and girls, which is 327.25 percent more than
tha GBS (Gross Budget Support) of Rs. 3.27 lakh crore of
FY 24-25, The importance of the role of gender budget
in establishing gender equality has been recognized
worldwide. Gender budget refers to a budget through
which, after understanding the factors of gender
inequality present betwsen men and women in the
society, funds are allocated for the implementation of
such policies and programmes which can bring about
change in the factors of gender inequality and establish
equality.

Gender budgeting s not an accounting exercise
but a continueus process through which it is ensured

that the benefits of development reach women equally

with men. The most impertant fact in this is that it is

not a separate budget and neither is it refated o equal

expenditure on women and men, but it is related to

thase activities where the difference between policy

commitments towards wamen and allocations made for
them can be sliminated through allocation of adequate

resources and creation and implementation of women-

SEnsItvE Programimes,

Gender budget, which started in India in EEI-DS-DE."
a4 a method to salve wamen relatad issuss, is proving
its worth 8s a medium. Starting from 9 ministries/
departments and 2.79 percent of the total budget in the
financialyear 2005-06, the Gender Budget has E'J-:pandedr
to 2 total of 49 ministries and departments and five
Union Territories in 2025-26, which is a validation of the
significance and success of the women-arientad budget:
in the inclusive development of the country.

India is moving strongly towards including itself
in the category of developed nations with its tirelesss
efforts and to realize this broad vision, it seems ready;
to make every possible effort to take along half of thie
cauntry's population

In the past years, the women-centric element in
government initiatives has been increasing, whis i
is evident from the expanded Gender Budget. |
the financial year 2014, the government had ma
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Empowering India

The Union Budget 2025-26 marks a significant step
Lowa rds ermiposverirsg wormen #nd girks in bndia

a provision of Rs. 97.134 crore on schemes for the
welfare and empowerment of women, which has been
increasing continuously in the last few years and has
increased to Rs, 4.49 lakh crore in the current financial
year 25-16,

Women-led development begins with ensuring
the health and educatian of girls. Women's health has
been a key focus of central policies since Independence.
Under the women-oriented budget by the Department
of Health and Family Welfare, the budget amount
allocated in the financial year 24-25 has been increased
from As. 3700598 crores to As. 39436.43 crores in the
financial year 25-26.

&t the same time, the Department of School
Education and Literacy and the Department of Higher
Educaticn, Gowernment of India have beem made a
provision of s, 26458, 18 crores and Rs. 16955.21 crores
respectively in the Anancial year 25-26. Recently, the
World Economic Forum and Mokinsey Health Institute's
research report “Blueprint te Close the Women's Health
Gap: How to improve Lives and Economies for Al
reveals that women are spending 25 percent of their
lives in poor health compared to men and if their health
is improved, then by 2040.it is possible to increase the
annual contribution to the GDP of the warld by Rs. 34.50
lakh crore. Cartainly, investmeant in health i an essential

condition for a strong economy and when it comes to
women's health, our social and cultural stercotypes
give secondary importance ta their health, one of the
reasons for which is mostly not accepting women in
the ‘productive category’. Understanding this reality,
the Government of India has been making all those
effarts on a war tooting for the |ast decades so that
wamen can live a healthy life. & healthy body depends
an twa factors, first nutritious food and second access
to better medical facilities. Women's health becomes
even more important for amy society because she gives
birth to a child a5 a mother and the birth of 2 healthy
child depends on the health care and nutritious food
received during pregnancy.

The ‘Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 20" program
seeks toeliminate malnutrition among pregnant women,
lactating mothers, children and adolescents by adopting
a life cycle approach to achieve malnutrition-free India.
An amount of Bs, 450.58 crore has been allocated for
“saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.07 in the Union
Budpet 25-26 under the Gender Sensitization Budpet by
the Ministry of Women and Child Development, which
is double the amount of the previous financial year, AL
the same time, the allocated amount of Rs, 99581.27
crore for the financial year 24-25 under the "Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana' [PMGEY] has been
increased to Bs, 107638, 78 crore in the current financial
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year. in the year 22-23, the Central Government spent
6.5 percent of its budget an the PMGKY scheme to
provide free and subsidized food rations.

Giving pricrity to women's health, in Budget 2526,
the Central Government has expanded maternal health
programmes under the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana with increased funding for child nutrition and
immunization for women and child health care. Pradhan
Pantri Matru Vandana Yojana provides a cash payment
of Rs.5000 at the birth of the first child and Rs.6000 far
the second child provided the second child is a girl. The
increased long-term utilisation of public health services
has had a significant positive impact on tha lives of
rcthers and children.

Social sector pelicies are interrelated. For example,
the policy of improving school education cannot
have much impact without pelicies related ta health
care, food and nutrition security, access to transport
facilities and household income which play their role
as impaortant factars contributing to the retenton of
the child in schaaling. Studies show that India's schoal
education system provides education to 24.8 crore
students in 14.72 lakh schools with 98 lakh teachers
(UDBS E+ 2023-24). In the financial year 25-26, Rs
26458 18 crore has been allocated to the Department
of School Education and Literacy, Government of India
under the gender budget, while Rs, 16995.21 crore has

been allocated to the Department of Higher Education.

The success of school education is determined not
only by the academic achievements of the students but
also depends on enhancing their social and emotional
learning. It s undeniable that the enftire education
systemn focuses on rescurces that enhance the mental
and physical health, academic performance anmd life
skills of children, Increasing the participation of children
inschool has been a huge challenge for the government.
The "Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakt Nirman Yojana® has
playved a successful role In dealing with this challenge.
Lnder this scheme, Bal Vatiks is set up in 10.24 lakh
gevernment and government aided schools and 11.70
crore students studying from Class One to Eight are
served cooked meals once on all school days. In the
financial year 25-26, Rs. 12375 crore has been allocated
for the PM Poshan Yojana, which is Rs. 1272 croare more
than the previcus financial year.

Woamen empowerment works inoan integrated
manner by targeting multidimensional components
simultaneously. ‘Jal Jeevan Mission', ‘Pradhan Mantri
Awaz Yojana’, Sambal’ and "Samarthya’ schemes are
doing unprecedented work for women empowerment.
Rs. 20475 crores has been allocated for Jal leevan
Mission in FY 25-26 which is Rs. 9429 29 crores more
than the amount allocated im FY 24-25. Jal leewvan
Mission aims 1o ensure long-tenm water security by
providing safe water to rural households. When the
scheme was launched In August 2009, 17 percent of
rural households had tap water and now this number
has ineraased to 15 30 crores ie. more than 79.1 percent
of people are now getting tap water. This mission has
improved access to safe and clezn water in rural areas,
especially in areas affected by water quality prablems
like arsenic and Auoride, fts impact has led to better
health cutcomes. A recent State Bank of India research
repart ‘Impact of Drinking Water Availability on Women
Labour Force’ shows that the number of households
fetching water from outside premises has declined by
2 3 percentage paints across the country, leading bo a
7.4 percentage point increase in women's particlpation
in agricuiture and alliad activities. States {ike Bihar ‘and
Azsam have demaonstrated excephional progress, with
female workforce participation increasing by ower 28
percentage points, highlighting the encrmous benefits
of reliable access to tap water in relatvely poor states,
The sacig-economic impact of the mission is in line
with broader trends, with rural female labour force
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74% of the houses zanchoned under Pradban
Mantri Awas Yojana Gramin are owned gither
fully or jointly owned by women. InFY 25-26, Rs.
629 crores have been allocated for the “Sambal’
scheme which is more than the budgeted amount
of Rs. 422.36 crores in the previous financial
year which clearly reflects the importance of this
scheme and its need for women empoweriment,
The *sambal’ sub-scheme of Mission Shakt
ensures safety of women through One Stop
Centres, Women Helplines and Beti Bachao
Betl Padhao. it also introduces Narl Adalat
which provides an alternate grievance redressal
mechanism o resolve issues such as harassment
and wiolation of rights. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
has emphasized on improving healtheare for
women, as a result institutional deliveries have

participation in India increasing from 24.6 per cent
to 41,5 per cent between 2017 and 2023, reflecting
the success of initiatives like IIM and complementary
government schemes aimed at empowering Wwomern.

To empower the self-confidence of half of the
country’s populatien, the Union Budget has made a
provision of Rs. 23294 crore in the current financial year
for ‘Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana [Urban) compared
to the amount allocated to Rs. 15170 crore in the
financial year 24-25, while for Pradhan Mantrl Awas
Yojana (Rural), Rs. 54,832 crore has been allocated,
increasing it by Rs, 22,332 crore from the allocation
of the previous financial year. EMpowering wWormen
necessitates changes in social norms, legislative and
regulatory frameworks and certainly women's property
ownership is considered an important structural driver
of women's empowerment. Existing evidence shows
that women's property contributes significantly to
their empowerment and also activates many of their
other capabilities that improve their socdal status
instrumentally and substantively. Increased women's
BMpowWarment through ownership of
household assets expands their productive capabilities,
Thestudy “Women's Land Ownership and Participationin
Decision Making About Reproductive Health in Malawl’,
puhblished in Population and Environment, shows that
waomen’s land cwnership increased women's decision-
making power in various areas of the household,
including financtal angd reproductive health decisions.
Research around the world and in India alse shows
that property rights reduce rates of domestic violence,

achieved

increased fram B7% In 2014-15 to more than 94% by
2019-20 which is imperative to reduce maternal and
infant mortality rates.

The Samarthya' scheme is empowering women
through Shakt Sadans, Relief and Rehabilitation Homes
and Sakhi Niwas. It provides safe place to live for warking
women In cities as well as creche provides safe place
for children of working women. Rs. 2396 crore has been
allocated for this scheme in this financial year, which is
Rs. 144226 crore mare than the amount allocated for
this scheme in the last financial year.

Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman has
clearly menboned her commitment towards the
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economic empawerment of half the population in her

budget speech. She has announced a new scheme
for economic empowerment of women, under which
it has been proposed to provide term loan up to two
crore rupees to five lakh women, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes during the next 5 years.

As g wital link between growth and prosperity, the
quantity and gquality of employment in an economy
determines how sustainably economic growth reaches
all.

The annual Periodic Labour Force Survey [PLFS)
report which highlights employment trends across India
reveals that there have been changes in employment
trends with a particular impact on women. More
waornen are engaged in self-employment or contributing
to household enterprises, especially in rural areas.
in F¥Y 25-26, an unprecedented increase allocating
Rs. 950,85 crore has been made for ‘Namo Drone Didi
Yojana' compared to Rs. 250 crore approved in the
previous financlal year, The Government of India has
approved this scheme as a Central Sector Scheme for
providing drones to women self-help groups with an
outlay of R<. 1261 crore for the period 23-24 to 25-26,
The scheme aims to provide busingss and livelihood
to the self-help groups. The Economic Survey Z4-25
repart shows that the share of self-employed warkers/
emplayers among rural women has increased from 15
percent in 2017-18 to 31.02 percent in 2023-24, which

reflects a significant move towards independent work
and entrepreneurship. Similarly, the share of "helpers in
housshold enterprises’ which represents unpaid family
labour has increased from 38,7 percent to 42,3 percent,
which reflects an increase in family-oriented economic
attivities.

Women agricultural employment in rural areas has
increased fram 73.02 parcent in 2017-18 to 76,9 percent
in 2023-24. It is noteworthy that a2 provision of Rs, 2550
crare has been made under the Gander Budget” in the
financial yvear 25-26 for the "Krishi Unnati Yojana’

Women have been the major beneficlaries of various
Initiatives launched to promote entrepreneurship.
According to the Econamic Survey 24-25 report,
73151 startups with at least one woman director
were  recopnized under the Startup India initiative
25 on 31 October 2024, This is almost half of the
1,52,139 government-backed startups. An investment
of Rs, 3107.11 crore has been made in 149 women:
led startups through Altermative Investment Fumnds,
Since its inception in April 2021, the Startup India Seed
Fund Scheme has approved funding of Rs. 227,12 crore
for 1278 women-led startups. The Credit Guarantees
Scheme for 3tartups has guaranteed loans worth Bs. 24.6
crere to women-led enterprises, These programmes
provide financial assistance, training and guidance to
women entrepreneurs to help them start and grow
their business. In FY 25-26, the Ministry of Micro, Small
and Mediurm Enterprises has been allocated Rs. 15566
crore for the "Fund for Revival of Traditional Industries
Scheme’ under the Gender Budget provision, which is
Rs, 125.56 crore more than the amount allocated in FY
24-25_Rs. 8.20 crore has been allocated this fiscal under
the Gender Budget for Promotion of Innovatien, Rural
Industry and Entrepreneurship (ASPIRE), which is more
than double the amount of the previous financial year.
The 'Scheme for Promobion of Innovation, Rural Industry
and Entreprencurship’ aims to promote entréprensurial
culture im India.

A recent research paper by the World Bank
highlights that promoting women-cwned growth-
oriented enterprises can sipnificantly boost female
labour force participation rate (FLFPR) and economic
growth inrural India,

The fact cannot be denied that the ownership of
entrepreneurship is still predominantly in the hands of
men. Only 22 percent of all micro, small and medium
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gnkerprises are owned by women esntreprensurs,
although efforts are being made at every level by
the Gowvernment of India to change this situation.
Between 2021 and 2024, 32,262 women (67 percent
beneficiaries) have been tralned In entrepreneurship.
Ar allocation of B, 12325 crare has been made urder
the Pradhan Mantrl Matsya Sampada Yojana in this
financial yvear, while Rs. 75 crore was allocated far this
scheme in the Gender Budget Plan for FY 24-25. The
obfective of Pradhan Mantrl Matsya Sampada Yolana is
to empower women in the fisheries sector, according
1o which 60 percent of financial assistance is praovided
to womean beneficiaries under the beneficiary-ariented
activities of PRMSY.

For the Gowvernment of India, establishing gender
eruakity iz the central basis of all ks polides and
schemes. Efforts are being made to overcome these
challenges through continuous efforts amid economic,
social and cultural sterectypes.

Certainly, the gender budget will accelerate India’s
economic pace, but at the same time, it also seems to
talk about taking strong steps for economic strength
and prosperity for the youth in the financial year 25-26.

The Finance Minister has announced another round of
‘Fund of Funds" schame far startups with &8 corpus of
Rs. 10.0K10 crore to promote emenging entreprensurs.
This announcement is alsa very impartant because
the government has its entire focus on promoting
inmovation through startups. It s worth mentioning
that in tha current budget, keeping the yauth in mind,
the loan limit fer startups has been increased from Rs.
10 erore to As. 20 crore. At the same time, the loan
guarantee in 27 focus areas has been reduced to one
percent. The announcement of @ K5, 500 crore Centre
of Excellence in &rtificial Intelligence for Education and
10,000 feilowships
5¢ under the PM Research Feliowship Scheme is an
effort to equip the youth of India with advanced skills to

for technical research at 1ITs and

remain globally competitive,

Youth and women are the future of |ndia and this
iz also reflacted in the budgetary amount given for
their empowerment in the Union Budget. But ane of
the biggest challenges is the timely implementation of
the amount allocated for various schemes. Promptness
and dedication towards the schemes is expected at the
departmental level. O
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