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Find The Connect

Why Modi’s approach to Trump, seen again in a podcast, is diplomatically astute
TOI Editorial

Modi’s three-hour podcast with MIT scientist Lex Fridman ranged over many themes, and had some
strong pointers on diplomacy. While diplomacy has always been about achieving your ends tactfully,
without resorting to conflict, recent times have been marked by a reluctance to talk - and even when two
sides sit across the table, coarseness of dialogue. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, China’s manoeuvres on
India’s border, Canada baiting India, the Trump-Zelenskyy White House fiasco, Vance hectoring Europe,
all fit this mould. And they fail because they push the idea of “mine before thine”, taking without giving,
like children.

Modi made it clear in the podcast that he also approaches diplomacy with India’s interests foremost, but
where he differed is in appreciating the other side’s view. That’s what grown-ups do. When Trump raised
tariffs, Canada, Mexico and China retaliated. Europe has taken the same path. And for all practical
purposes, we are in the early days of a trade war. But India has resisted the temptation to draw its gun. It
has reasoned and negotiated. Modi’'s remark that Trump and he connect because they put their nations
first may seem ho-hum, obvious. It may even seem paradoxical in the current global atmosphere. But it
isn’t. Solutions to tricky world challenges, be it Ukraine or Gaza or Trump’s tariffs, can only be found
when you see where the other side’s coming from. What is the least they will accept to retreat, what is the
most you can gain by losing some? A win-win, not a zero-sum game.

The take-no-prisoners approach to diplomacy fails because it starts by drawing a hard mine/thine line.
Indian philosophy lays down a wiser path - approach a mutual problem without the distinction of mine
and thine. The practice of samta yog - looking for essential commonalities, not apparent differences,
seeing everything as a part of a larger whole - opens the mind to the bigger picture. The intent is no
longer to start an argument but to find a solution. This understanding is not a sign of “softness”. As Modi
stressed on his Washington trip last month: “I appreciate that he (Trump) always keeps the national
interest supreme. Like President Trump, it is a great fortune for me to keep the interests of India supreme
and work.” He’s made the same point again, without riling Trump. In fact, Trump seems to appreciate
Modji’s view, and shared the podcast on his Truth Social handle. It’s a positive start for negotiations on the
many thorny issues between India and US.
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Raising Aravalis

Green wall projects have a bad rep, Africa to China. India can learn and do the basics
better

TOI Editorial

Two years ago this month, GOI launched the Aravali green wall project, to create a 5km tree line in four
states, a buffer against Thar desert pushing eastwards. As hard as getting a lock on what the project’s
accomplished in the interim is, the need for it certainly feels more urgent than ever. Dust storms
battering north India are just one of the several weather flags for the ICU-like conditions of the Aravalis.
But even as the felt need for the green wall project grows, so do questions.

For example, what has it delivered for Africa, from which India has taken inspiration? In parts, such as in
Niger, a lot of land has regained arability. But overall, funding and logistical difficulties have been massive
stumbling blocks. As one sceptic has put it, if all the trees that had been planted in the Sahara since the
early 1980s had survived, it would look like Amazonia. India likewise will have to overcome a historically
poor correlation between planting saplings and growing trees. Plus, in deeply fragmented Aravalis, it will
be hard to come by the 11,500 sgkm land area to be covered, about nine times the size of Delhi.

China’s green wall projects have seen local officials rush to plant trees to meet targets, rather than paying
attention to ecology or local engagement. All these sombre cases are cited not to discourage the Indian
project, but to say that it must be more wisely executed - and to underline the necessity of doing the
standard environmental toil instead of just focusing on fancier stuff. The illegal mining that’s decimated
one-fourth of Aravali range in Rajasthan within 50 years, for example, persists unchecked - with FIRs
alone translating to more than six incidents a day in 2024. Afforestation seems a creature of the clouds,
when deforestation is so rampant.

FHR 7 -3« NN v R Gifaa aeh
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FA AGHARY FoIcT ST I@T gl & ATl he 16 oG oleT 58H
IET ga &1 W FH FW F IR FH WSS §e &
Merhali3lt 3N <rer §feege & Sl & FIFA YA A A9

: 1-':!"-_/ AR ARaw HeAdT & T@EEET & s e N &

ar;"f %ﬁwm%qﬁwaﬁ‘gﬁrmﬁm%@w

fFeA & a8 FEX & 73% AT # 97 IT dF g¢aA oo IT T
'

AT AT| A H FT & 93 U g, STel Aafeh AR H
AT 3R 3T e & FROT 38 NAT &7 99T JFHT g Fqel
%‘IW%ﬂmﬁmﬁsﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁ?ﬁiwmgqm@rmwm GcH Hd §U 3
NI & YJIART T A & F g3 3Tl Pl Sollold 39 Aqd & AT &7 F TP TR UT & STl &
d1e 15 O do feRE #Et 58 MO & 709 & - (@faRe) ae) F1 a T & v 3R AT S
Y T RA T T S g, oTaH O e & HaX ded &l ARG ST &7 T &l 89 AT ol Hl
AT & ol # garied fhar Sar &1 #Rd A f[Afld 30 sareT W a8 & HHhed AT 5% @d g
fihererer 30 MA & IRT g7q@ &9 § a7 fFed & o3 Fa- Arpleenfes gafaar iR foFmwr - @
gellst 81 6T 1 381 U Reg 3t gl &

Date: 18-03-25
AR Y FYFd T ¥ AR T o o1 W@ & 2o

Sl A, ( Aurgdey AR IfAafdd F Wk )

EISC B3H A ol Fel & g § F9 A S IR wdd fR@ § 39 @ d@gFd Usg
HETEHT (JUASHT) & ARG dr aMfear Sorehr HM3T & TR H T 3Hh GIrdr ket drelr Al

TEH Uge ol ARG & U W A WS drel TEAE H AY fRan, Sr sawrsd enfaqet #g-aifdca
fea® T FUTAT FIT AR AT IR S FERATA-STAUHAC & AT JuA & 2030-ToiS T GEAT FA AT

qE Ueh YcllhlcHA® FEAd X U, TG STaole FARET o 3Hb Wellh Adee fhar| 38+ gidfAfer vsas
gT¢aT of Tgse fhar for 3R Teis-2030 31K GEeAd-3aagdie & gl Hl ISP HLdl o

SEYETel, AR O & das[g I§ Yedd aqmagﬂ?rﬁqﬁ?rg’rW| 162 &2 o 38+ 9eT H HAdSH
forar, & o AdS & gT W AU dHad ol G- AR, SoRES R IS A 3EG WAk Adare
|
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a1 H FARFT o AR 3men Gad AR FaRrsdT =af¥e wegmr fGaq fr Tagar & fav 3mafa
fohT I FgFd Tg AGHAT F T H1 o ARG A §U IIA arer G F &1 e 5 e @l
& HRRRT Hr G A aTel JEdTT & Geh ThaATT die o 3ARer &1 & o1, S gar Afgensit afgd
ar3it & foIv T G & Hged T YhRM STell a7 7|

HRUT? HHG: Fhifeh TE TFT YA & TRe] Tols & Teh IMUREAFH & Yicdeper a1 : fafaerdr, FAwewar 3R
FHTAY & HRAFAT B T AT

q HeH IFd TSE & IANHT & Y foleholel &7 q@ed oo 8, o & solled #@eh 3R 307 gow
FHGR o o 3MarE Tohar §1 g9 ugel & Tava TRy Hilosd @ AR H AT e goh g R Segie
AR STerarg Fasila # o e e gl

3T YA & AFAIOSR IRwE (JUATIIRA) HR foredeh Ronfdat & fov wed iR & weiel
g €gFd T & @S (Ahrdl & ARG d aw F for gl g% FAEH A e amfer’y wosh
qeATIaR Y 6T &

ARG T T FARA- AT § Tohed W T & MHAT $HT AT e arel S&d@ &1 Y- a8 gofar §
%WQQWWEWWQWT@@HT@BTH?T%Iaﬁwwzﬁ@ﬁa@maﬁw
faQel 8, S 2ot & & @A S g S &

Fo faeclvehl &1 oeh § % JuaT @ IARST #1 QU Re @ geoTl 3HIT g, Fifch 3P G v
3ARHT FT AT Tgd TG I@AT &l AR HIASANT F U TFT & TfCChIOT H Q@ §U- STET s
T8l dlehd & Al WA §- 98 T IN-STRL o1 HeheTT g

I IANE JUA & T e § dF s8¢ fadr aRome 1R & @&a €1 Iu & 598 95 $ea R
TASE & F H IARS o 2022 & RIS 18.1 3R Sl T ATEreT fear AT, S GiloaA & Fel fad-arwor
T ST 20% gl

SHA ¥ M 70% ¥ 3O REAT qUa f AR HEAFH F IR AT 40% ARG Wieh FREFA F, 12%
RO 3Targed H1, 10% JAA® H AR 10% i AT fFomr 1| iR dqfeh g8 BT F1 TR
feEar guavs & ATA F AT A, O T A d¢ W QAT §, o ARG Fg Biser o ugel & wATCT @
T g1l Fg UA Yool & T Ueh 97 Sfeahr § 3R 30k IRUTATAEY 3Hh He Hecdqul Hidshd 3d
g # gl

CFT TR o HAHA UheRbrale AR Eod T OENTT & 9fd 390 gJehld I TS & @ oFeFd X fear
g1 98 IIWTSET TEATAHT F ATEIHT T FH el & TollT T A UFFH & AT 39 cH@H T 39T
N T el
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mgﬁmﬁmﬁm&ﬁﬁmﬂmﬁﬂgmﬁmaa@mamﬁagm-m
ARG o I 3G 2P Ugol TATAT el H HAcg HI - 9@ 91 Tl §1 SHHT 3oier Y I gl

CFT & HROUT gieldl & 3= U e foehedl @ AT-Solon 1A el & Tov ORa o g devd &1 &
HROT 8 TISC §| TTe @Isc gi3d fohdel #f IIRGR Ik & SHHN WSoT FATI of F, olfched HAlAAdT & THET
3sT Hislg qed 997 elfaar aiRaes gepfa & & €

m %’é Date: 18-03-25
STl a0 # $HeTuig & &uT

SIolY XTE

STerarg RT3 Telisel aIfFar A §1d FR A agd R fog
W &1 Tiar &1 °aR gotg AR 3 W &

;ﬁ"""i" s

p : 1. §HH ¥ &g o1 sfagd AW Fr 1990 F M5 fhde ‘T WS
d yed gU 93 gU, fod de e oA oA ¥ e & A
BRA I AT A frEd §U RS I o gelrer o 6
| A o T TET WE G A A @ @ ¥ UG AT EF F 9T Heney

= S & A A M I e AE R § g sw A
STAATT g1 @I 3ol 7 gISsrhled aﬁr%@aﬁagamu‘&%l
3T feEar 1990 & 85 whraEdr ar 3 3mer & 80 Hrer gl

2. AT H TSThel el T§ eliehelelaeiare 3N Sielarg qRdcel & drd 3eiid Rear g1 39 g7 9 J5a
¢@ R A Whd § o Scteie o g wire AfsAr fean, oraer ol &1 | @ o qguleulsaﬁ
Hfdarg a1 TAGY F gaT &1 SHA AT uSIT & fAuidr IR S AT & dghad # O3 FEhd § J;r
HERTAPIOT H Teprae Il 1 ST & ATHA H HANK TWHR el A el & AN ® &6 3R T34
INT Y WHRT & T @I g7 78 P

3. HIdeT STSITFASS Scdold W A0 gfaar s &1 oes & foav g1 38 fav a@ser’y sl fava
STaTAT I TR g, Sl Tt e o 37 e & 9 F e Faex goa & fov fager Afa &1 seaara
forar | FIR €U, cenrfedAR gfae, off Rafher S e At & WHR 580 ARl H I B &
foT Faareh T W ¢, oad fager A 3R 3 gefa SR sl o el sgd Afwer & a1 g
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el gohol W Yiclel & gH 3R dlgarel AT HRA WX AT & Al T IMRAHT ST TSl S FHEI &
TS W &

4. gfevar 7 aff 9% W@ § N @l @ s T W@ § R SHEN §AS W sES fhde ¥ 3R 8 W@ 8
defashl & 3RA ek AcArael & o gfaar &1 3ad adAEre seefieator & ggel arel gR & Jorelt # 1.5
2o afcTag @ SET A8 g AT SV 31 oFrar & & 1.5 Bl 78 afew 2 B afcaaw @ s s3er

SSITHI g1 S|

AfAera Fear F IRA g7 AT THSIER Felled aTel el AR 9T 379 =¥ 3R garem # &1 s9 =ufa =
§ F0 THS? I FAT TEAT §? FAT §H STordry aRacieT @1 fasfifer &1 3R 95 @ § a1 Fo J5e) o
ST FehdT &2

sgd Werd ¢ fb 1.5 f3af afcwsw ar 2 fof afcaaw &1 §ar o gz Sv| W # Searg & A & o
P ETAAT IR g1 FIaeT SISIHFASS IcToled ! Uhell & AT Aal 3 Ul § A FY el §, 3T W 31T
$o ol drad g I8 TS SR & % gl e @ W@ & AR gAl Niedll W sEd sgd X g g
ST T@ &1 I g gferar &1 Y eafad, Y shuell 3 g0 PRI HaraeT i aAiferdl 3R il @ ggamedr
qu|mﬁmmaﬁawﬁsamﬁmmf$aﬁqud Tdohdl scell A1fgy|

FIeeT HH T HT FAT? FIAT ATHA &1 T el T—AT? &7 8R AT of, P Flw 3R Hrer W Sigal
@ruﬁmaaﬁ?sﬁugsﬁmmaﬁwﬁsmagaﬂﬁﬁ%”muﬂqusﬁﬁaﬁwmé’rw%l

1. 3T # d<ioreh T ST ST I T HIeeT SIEHIFASS ScHoid & HATAST F ofhdrel gram| 3Tel arel
Gl JETAA 6T & FAH Fhd U FIR 2025 H g el &l gfevar g1 @ seoma fow @ &1 oRa
A P 3N ARG & W T @ FHET & W R 3T T§ e ara A w78 afed gehred S a1
g safaT derer MAfSTr & SIRA AT S W@ ellvefenaeiare 3R JOR dehs end § 3R SAer § S
T 38 T o TE

2.W/W/Wmmé@m3ﬂ¢ﬁmrgﬁmm%|maqﬁwa:ﬁvgﬁag?ra?ﬂmﬁw
ATl g Ao Foil IR HEROT FI FrAd T dgad & AT gedr udit| 3ARSr iR & Hr
Wﬁmsﬁﬂ?aﬁml%aﬁ%ﬁ:mﬁmm?ﬂ%mﬁwaﬁwﬁsﬂfrmﬂsﬁ
ST T@T 81 #RA 7 daf 49 Il § 3R FIeeT 318 HFAEsS &1 Icholed HH Al & W A9 7 @ o o

TITS Foll & TET &l

3. gg o AR T o ARG STIoTIy gHLT I TTHT TIGI0T, 3Tl & Y & A= 3R fadT
SO 9 @ ¢ T 37Ae fd oRE ue W &1 & @har ¢ T 2026 # faenfdenr &1 =01 gy gt &
Tl ST| 2026 & TeAd Aot o Erd dr off 3@ARbT Sf@oay 1 wReAdie 3 &6l @ dehcdT 3R SieT
At $r sefEag gwen &, S s g% aere AfRw & weg #§ 39 @ deEr & @ A 3FA ¥
foh 3mr 9gaR gk 3w
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4. o IRY T FE S[E HFASS 3cdoled & A GAAT & olell 1 ses’ 3R Gy # I3 aren
FHEAST S SAA Golrs & W1 AeHT HT R 58S e 3ol A § itk dRaw 3cHsia A
3HHT S FA FY §l FIR AR S 93 &7 & AT R gt e §1 dfRaeh 3chera # 10 Hrady sRa
@ré’r&ﬂ?ﬂ%"lW%ﬁmswoﬁdwwm%‘ra‘é’r%?q’iﬁ?aa?ﬁmﬁsﬂﬁmﬁaﬁqu GERIE qgw
W 81 el 3cholel uer Hgan o FE 9s Wl gierdr & uR 99 e WAl - AR, D, Wi @w
IR ART & v g8 919 A @ g1 3R 3ef g & war § F9R Sy AT A8 3880 &
fore Fdr w7 3R foeer & FeeT aisa ¢ W 3 gear wem

ST T Al

HUTGhIT
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HAWSET ER W doll § deeld - ol FAINON & &R H 0RA R =gaiiels & oo Fgaer $1 s
IS HHGAT Foft €, I Fs Tolgrel @ FAgeaqol §1 aNRaea § foF ~goidls & gurealr it SRa I & el
HIAGR FT gl ¢ o o 36T, e, WeT, IR, arfaldr & &3 & 378H HASidl W gedieR v |
ardl & o Al qef & T UREARE T F SR HFd AUR FASIT H 3R HeHA Fol a1 @
forar aram, arfes 3ol SAuR 3R fAder T FHEEB S gerar feAr S gk @ 3R GIET dsier @
Aol 3N TEUETA el & hael & ded YT A, TRIGTOT & FY-ATY @ 39T A Fedor &
HHGATT FaAls ST | el & FAR @giE & A &1 8 Ao A & AU 3ered a¥ Qe et & &
el Gaul & d a¥ Q@ g T 3cHd A 1 7 Ao forr a2 g

Acishdle, efadrle 3R Heedy dRgH TR W A Jfed TAEAT &1 T g1 W # AAT TR W &
e, =golils & $© IO ded o oRE #RA & TGl U=l fafaferr For @ §, 96 Uh a81 e
&I HROT T gl BTelieh WH HAY dedl & [l 7ollels THR o HNas @ g, ofhed 3 3H AHS W
TEAIT A AR AT el HT R gEM| W@ F #4RA 3R Fgoiiels & o AR 3Tcdhdle & Golrd
gl N Ueh 3HEH H3T | SHb IHollal, HNA 3N wehels & T qoa Fe-geria S 93 &9 # geam &
Pufa 3R g@d fAera & @edler & He Aied TH-Yehel e &I dolg & 3T IRUMAT & AHS W Ggod &
HHIGEATHT T Femer S of, Afher gl & & o S e ardl & o FeAT & A W FER S
Wg‘é%lﬂﬂﬁ%%ﬁu‘s’ﬂmwcmql AR @aT ¢ & fhogar dRas #gafea #=
STiel aTel 2 & a9 T 1 Feahfas diaae ad W@ &, 387 AR & v 3weh fBafa & sreer-
el FARX W AT &A1 T T bl gl
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qIfFEdrT FT HFc
e

aiferEdlel & UMY H 9ArEel o §¢ & A W gerdl AR @ollar gt f fhr o gfady eer e g
SR &, 38 had & IS NIMaR & I 3dhdel gHal d 39ar 8ar 3R 9T &1 Ala §1 39 yardes
FCH O IS F37 BRICGT PN, VAT aF FAal ofFrdl, odadl IJg e UifehEdiel H 3RTelhdr @ fufa 31k
TIHR T AR FI Ucileh ST o9l gl Tifehediel H TS Gl S desdls 3der gdd & | &, 34
T I8 Farer Al & 3oT & & Tk Usg & dl W g fhcer PR 3R #oigd 87 urfeheare 7 3ifeRar
WWWWWW@E@@ﬁmwﬁ%wﬁwmgmmwm
W S-S ARG Fr oo dy 57 87 & FA g3 & IR qHEA F7 0ENAF Aged 36 AT FA g3
%,Ha’ﬂqmc‘rﬁcqwulﬁ&idﬁ*ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬁ@rmmﬁa@m@aﬁaﬂ@%lﬁﬂ
S0 e T T Tihedia & g T &, 3HH A H TeNTel o Tl 3T fGAE vl A W
ST SR &1 Nod $o adf ¥ a5 96 @ w1 § & S G wel aifheare F aaufadan der sl o,
ag o 39 ufa &1 gemer A&7 a1 |

ﬁaﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁ&?mﬁﬁmyg,ﬁﬁmﬁwﬁmﬁ%lWmmaﬁﬁdsa% EIGEIG
qiferEdieT dIfREdrel JeT W gH A I8d & AR TAT IFA 3T 3T I AoR 1T gl et aga &
AT ASSSAT & STdse UTiehedlell Hell HT HaroeT IRniad 3R IR o1, g8 39 341 78T @M AR
q heeu YTk EEARTT { [ell T JAR IRIHA THIIT §37 &, ST ATy 386 e STih
HRATSAT A o1 &1 ol T aoFd @ To[d HeRNFdIST dihal & §HA oPNAR Fed ST @ & 3R hergrer
U P HaTaT AT femel o 3 AT g H grelld F SgcR gl Fhat| Jall & HR e w fagEor
AT AP AT ST 8, Fhifh I TANT @ TUCT dof@l & o@nd H aaar 3R d¢9f g@lr 3R,
TATTT & ASeliadeh FATUTT FHI HIAT T I AT 7 arferedret Isielifaes a9t 77 g, dfew oA MR
FIRI Foll g5 & el

Iofd oIl & AT F U UaT AiA o ¥ T A ogw e ATHER ok A 8, AT IHA TR
# Fa1e §exg i faehfad fohar § 3R 9@l @ TSTAnT §a T 8, dlieh TSN IFd § 3R FALT e oTh
9gd Th| Sefd o H 57 IRASEAT H FS REER 7€ &, 7 & Ie¢ WA oA H FIg FIRRM A 79
AT TET T TIHTT T AT G P a8 SAlhdiiae diich H TAET @I I TTY ool T HITAA | T H,
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TfFEde T Sfassie & Try-ary DT W TR 9 F TET 96 W@ § A’} IREbeeT F w1 we
arer Al el 9X AT EHS B Ed & gAE Ig ¥ o g FOdl F7 PIS AT g AT &, afeed
ST &l 9T SART g P T fSFAeRT &, I 3 o a1 ar 73R 8T § AT R ToR 3d &1 3dfhar &
IY-ATY HEeAATT @ A9 9= grelld Ger w7gT Fohdd| TR FAT Aifehecllel H 3iell STORIMFA T2 §72

9



