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Arresting Thoughts
How's an 'anti-national slogan, however defined, a crime? What about the right to free speech?
TOI Editorials

Once again, that undefined-in-law non-offence, 'anti-India’ slogan, is a reason for police action. A 14-year-
old boy and his parents in Navi Mumbai were deemed threats because of the teen's vocal support for
Pakistan's cricket team, voiced inside his house. Courts will-incredibly-now be asked to determine whether
any Indian cheering a rival team can disrupt India's harmony, or harm the nation. But even as things stand,
the case unravels itself. Police acted swiftly upon a complaint by locals walking by the house who heard
the boy cheering during Sunday's India-Pakistan cricket match. They confronted the parents, who stood by
their son. Over to cops, who obliged by arresting the parents and sending the teen to a remand home. No
less egregious was the fact that administration found enough cause to raze the scrap dealer's business place
within two days, on the fig leaf of the property being "unauthorised".

First, the arrests. Police promptly filed an FIR under BNS Sections 196 (promoting enmity between groups,
doing acts prejudicial to mainte- nance of harmony) and 197 (imputations/ assertions prejudicial to
national integ- ration). These are serious allegations that invite up to three years in jail. Surely police should
be trained enough to know these clauses don't apply, by simple common sense. But clearly, since they acted
basis locals reportedly saying there were "vulgar" slogans, misapplication of the law wasn't an issue for
cops.

But more important is the issue of the constitutional guarantee for freedom of speech. Are we to believe
that cheering Pakistan weakens the Indian state, and therefore 'reasonable restrictions' apply? If the issue
weren't so serious, the question would be deemed absurd. India's govts, politicians, govt officers and cops
must ask themselves what they say about this country when they arrest people who have broken no law.
Courts must make it clear that 'anti- national slogans' don't constitute a crime.

Second, the razing of a place of trade is flagrant violation of the Supreme Court's detailed guidelines issued
in Nov 2024 to be followed before tearing down alleged unauthorised construction. Directions included a
15-day prior notice to the owner, and a step-by- step process including a date to hear the owner. But for
Sindhudurg district's Malvan municipal council, this was unnecessary. Letters from cops and the local MLA
were reason enough. SC had said officials flouting its directive would be prosecuted and officers would
have to restore demolished structures at personal cost. Courts should remember this too.
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QTS 3T T 3reget 1 20 HGFdl & WY JRA A &1-Eady 25 ardl 3= 767 g1 Hhd
¢ for oRa 3R 3maT Sl Aol ¢3 Ji3H F fv IR g & 3¢eeT ¥ Ig doh W T ¢l STel
HRA T BI5 T I & T3 IR 9@ &l o Ssogdi3l & §g & o HeheAT T & ¢,
TET AR H M H § b 38k @Y $F & W ¢35 AT T & Fherl| TFT A el & 9l
TUT &I ¢85 &F AT W A gl Tgel i & Tsgafa 3 Y foesr & drow &1 3aRer st
g ¥ AT Agcaqul §1 TFT o 3% g MM o181 f&am, &1 & foeer ar %ig ¥ 39a & H
FIs oiTegal fe@mam| fieeT o T&m Soic Sar &7 2.5% @ 3R Sog &7 3% de ol Fl ard
gy TARET &I Teldl & g1 B 3 R $g & HeET AT § AR Gghel &l GIHHT Heg
ol T &1 T TET &1 WY AT Jeur F S Jehel & TSeUTA & HARAT H gfehet GileT &t
FASNAT $ & HET AT &1 §oIA g1 g T &1 el T AT 781 &1 Togron #RA & Uk T4 as7
CRI &, ST8T ¥ ¢8 & oTellellul offeh STTIR fohall ST Hehell 81 $ ST & o 8T ol 8 HAegthorariar
AT & 3elal Hi¥ 3cdig & [T SR &l Tl &
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TUTAHAT o1ig AT o 'TafAgdeT 3maeT &7 o aa T I YA THR FH gfdaeydar HI agaar
gl HHT 3cad Hlsfel FAT A weldl e R Av e & AT sged ARl AR ST gl
R AT HT el HT 1 $& Aocllg Tgol THG & 92T AT 378 31T Fefetm 3R F47 soic &
it g 1S A 3T FAgTaqOT 91T Ig § 6 AT &1 w1 Fdd 750s & HR fhde ReE TR
W fohar SiTweT| ‘ST favare e Ueh fa€ereh ggel & 9T T ST gl & St o AR JTORTed
Y MRS AT T FHATCT HIAT §1 der fhar 731 § 6 0 & v 307 [@9ys daex dedles 100
BIC-AIE IRTET I JHTRTRAT FHICT HT ST | ool STITE S[HIA T cqaedT T SACal| I 36H
HeH g1 T Solehl Faleld TISCHIUT H deolrd gl TN Sicsh G2l A Foll cHeDRI Tod AT
% GSTcH® Uge[3T 1 A fohar Smeam|

THR D AT AR F Fgell AT b g8 T adA FIFT FT T9eh 3heled | 3T &
FIUT F IHTheled BT AMRTI Ugell, 36 8T 3¢aT § dorr 137 a7 &7 I el off yrafas €2
G, AT 34T e H HBol @? AN, 3e6iel AMMRehl, 3¢TAAT 3N a2l T 1 omerd
STell| S ST T o187 & Tolell el MG ATfeh Il ool Feh| 3 ufd & el sharae Fas=
o & Tgel NGl I § HSTH & S MRV W UHT A & FI g @ b 'R A
Facd fAarAST o T R g1l T§ 3 3Med @l & 3R 3T 3G dldhdias gt & Al g
Tgl I & 3= gFe arel qUaT aif @ o 3renr Afderd sgomal & Ardeifees Sif@d 3R
REPR HTehelel T 3G IR e fFAor 1 wall, Faar Afderd e a1 787 afcsd vh gTs
TSCeRIOT 1 Tl § ST HERATET T AT Forell ¢l fAfAgeeT 3aer & 58 *@ ¥ g F=lrel
gl 5@ folgleal & 3@ v 3T & FAAIRAT f7 AYFd v A T greml EH Jarfagad
HAUTNET Y 78T 81 ToIr ST T1few S Fgr At & T Afeasm= & gur gler =nfge)

Y T RIfATdEaT &1 arerg g S Y A9 31T, 39T aEdfds e fAEdeg a9 319w g §
o9 T§ o AR & AR gfdeel & wHg w1 RE glar g1 S U & T@ AT GAdr ¥ qHIAA
A Ig gohst T Jololl A IAfAF gIdT &1 Jg R & AR e Fr SAfeel 3R ITARF TR W
AemamdYy fufa & o fFdY 3 e @ 310 Fauest & 3caE & F7 = 3R [fFTaaT are
gt H A5 GO & A f 3AR SToT F HA FA &1 3HA Hlg I3MRTY A F 30T & AT
ﬁﬁﬂﬁwaﬁﬁaﬁaﬂﬁﬂwwmﬁqyﬁwa?mﬁgdmﬁqu¢ﬂ 3cHTg ol 3TdT B
Nﬁﬁrwmwﬁmﬁhﬂﬁﬁaﬁmmaﬁmﬁmﬁdgd FH T S
arell 1 Aideifeles f@der & 73 a1fd ¢t & fIv TR 1 Ig FRARTd e Fifev & fAders g
Aol T 3eTch WHA Teh S UK T AT W & ST 3ciid @ 37T gl I§ Hgeaqor grem o aoi
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U 30 AR & T Y difeh < 1 et & 3l o ar S &bl ot aeresh & 3R 3
AR & T H E{A Tg 99 IR- IR (631 amn § 6 SRIORAT & gl Ao sAifcdr &
WATAHAT & 7 H ST S0 AAIHT Y 3R TE &7 F A a1 a1 A 98 3 widagudnsit
I G HA A AGGAR gram|

L 2 m
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Teh 3R &F & AT oo H oISl Jghel 391 BTl HITTelel hr hIfRrer

A oo &, o qEd 3R 38 IARST & Y I FGEli F GJolol sellel

"= 2 & T gcheT Ir WeT, F$ g & a9 H AT HaT I35 @I gl ab

n 0 3R T 5 AT T GG F TR S A B I T
|

SIS ST @7 o foh getr 7 s1fasa 1 SIal & HTlaeh Jhol A Hegdle

gfelsl gerdf & i8R IR FARSFT IR T ool FaA FI FifAT 7 g

3T ARG 3 Tohe & = 0 FASIT W FeH Te6 H @ 31

&, 389 3T M H qfee g1 § 5 Zoher afeaemedr gt & fow #=at
Hewdqul g1 aiRcoe § & alat gof & o goler @iotsil & algel datll dFsila & dy-ary &
S MY PR I TRET W FgATT &7 318 §1 FAIR 3 o Y JetT H Jeho! &l ARG Heg
& IRUET WX TarHifae & dard 38 gl

T3, Fehol H GIH Wialoll & Th §9 HSR AT I Tgel #1 STegloige Toicll W@ &1 3o Tideil
% SR & $O GEHT 3T TH & FHeol H g1 TH ARSI I Goraedl FI5 7S o1 ¢ g1 39 &
o oY ANET T Tg T Tg H VT o 37eH o AT AT §1 gTeifh 37 ATl G 3ARPT & AT
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dreT wgAfd ¥ vgd @il GHslla & U¥dd & ATAS H ohed & Ul AlAlfGHN Stelehr &1 3@
TISC &G G '3HYeT A PN g1 S I T AT| SI3HA, Jghel A ST dge 36H TiAsil & Tl W
AR AR &F $H FoR 8, 3ol SEAATS 3YfAeh §RAAR 3N Felfdes HRI IR 30 RE & &S
AT g F 81T &1 Thclgidl 0 @iasl & A o & O 1y 30T §1 I8 BT JA47 § F Seres
¢ & 3R Fohel & 1T I @ Je¥f & IR H &1 T W@ § AU dfad § T8l 3R 38 4l
M ST o 30 e &I WA A & Y&T H 3Tel A I SRR 1 8, Fiteh 9 37 [Eufd @r srafRar
& fav JHanees AT Bl

gTelieh Pohet R AR & &7 30 F99 7 FFsila 1 o7 F@r | oga ggafa a& g, 39
Teh 9 HASIT A AT H TN FeA AGT ST W@ §, oiched g el 3deT Aloper deey 7
SIS 9 3TN YTV, STe S8 Johel 1 THG H Holl el Swal| &= I8 § o6 &F & AU Jeur &
HYeA cTehcd &l Sehd Yshol o GTaT ATg i1 @1 81, AIR I T§ & fob R HARHT F1 3MAEA o
g o 38F HHA F$ FAfeel AT @I g ST Fehell &1 TE I8 & b IFARGT & A dren
AT F FACR Pohel A9 fAT 3RS @ 39ar v geam IR 3R iR e w7da &
3FHlc R T ¢l AR ARG H T Seold 3R 3Ales ¢U & ISgAd doled & oG oIl A8
ngﬁ,mmmﬁaﬁﬁ%mwmﬁ%w Fohel T FIT AL
el &, I8 ¢@a 1 a1 gl | AT 39 d WA & Sdeg ARG & 36 AHel W HIs T
RS A & ¥, Safr a8 FFsia & v g T 3R & T A ad oA R o arer wesia
¥ 75 3w Sl § 3R AE S w1 ¥ gew fawre B w7 Sl 3 Fendr g

M= 1=
-HeEle ]

FfPR 8T &Y 919
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Al R T T Aait W 3elad wfaesy o arely IR #r
g WER & Y fRar 31 gie #I #7 S1f@d gahed 7 WER
o el JToliael YT SEIT 3UFerd &M AT =7gT, Tg U g TG
& ATHR & F 30T g g &I Sgall §, ATl H S 3qRrer fmar
a7 ¥ a8 A @ i @ e a1 dag @ O adis & S
g &1 fAder <o wq@r § | gl AdiEt & sura 7 A WER g
& g Ao 3 WY | 3T 39 hrag #HAY o gnir &1 2009 v e
# had 30 Frae ereflt a1 o, S 2024 H Ig gea? 46 Hrg &
T §1 251 Hidal & WAt RIS AT &of &1 S1A #T 27 |iHel & HeToldl GarT sl R
feam S e 1 e, Tolemen, AT F 95, 82, 76 e gel § df sINws, R a seme & 71,
53, 52 Hc Rl e &1 39, RA™T g #gRISE & 3 Il 50 Frag qige o §1 8@,
Seufafaftea ffaad 1951 $r gr18 (1) & dgd 3eadr FI 3af auflgfr $r air@ a o8
AT AT HRIAN & ATl A RS T dE & B¢ I ¢l NV eTeld & THET Mol dlel Gy A3
& HFCAl T GA Tg FaAll WsT gIal g1 IRGTAT, oseraR HiFd d Yafurd & Welh Fe-Teeht
elal arell A TSR AT & aidt & AT F:, 3¢ e e 3R &7 a9 afas o
TET o AT | TR AT F QAINAT I AT HT el g H THR H HAF T g1 &2
IR & TSI oll T T&Y &Tel &1 T& FROT §, 37 1R 919 W F$ @ - Roamge 78 A7
AT 7 T S arell 1 <ler giar o @7 ¢ greife % Tatelifde Frag 3o & fav oA
HRYGT 7 3 HH SEAATST 61 ThdT STl &1 HIX caRed RGN T A T egaedr & HiT o
Hehcll B el Solled dTel HFATAAT T QVHFA FAo AT 986 ST &1 SNehelT HT 3 T§ Falfy
61 il TR foh FTATHFAT3NT 1 SAARHT HFATT &of Y Ao &l | HHG ol AHUFR &7 FafaR
¢ FIR |iwel & IRT AR AqvAFd gl F Ufd STaEeE Astehics gal $iT gt =@1fgT|
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