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Judges’ dilemma
Accountability and independence ought to be equally important for judges

Editorial

The Lokpal’s ruling that High Court judges are amenable to its
jurisdiction and the Supreme Court order staying it on its own
motion raise more than a mere question of law. The issue
concerns both the independence of the judiciary and its
accountability. That the Court, government law officers and senior
advocates found the Lokpal’s decision disturbing is
understandable, as many believe that judicial independence will
be undermined if judges of constitutional courts are made
answerable to the Lokpal, even though they fall under the
definition of ‘public servant’ under the Prevention of Corruption
Act. The Lokpal view appears to be prima facie incorrect. There is
nothing to suggest that superior court judges were ever
considered to be under its remit. Last month, the Lokpal, headed by former Supreme Court judge, A.M.
Khanwilkar, rejected a corruption complaint against a former Chief Justice of India (CJI) on the ground
that the Lokpal Act, 2013, did not concern apex court judges and that its reference to “persons” who are
members of any body or authority created by an Act of Parliament cannot be applied to the Supreme
Court, an institution established by the Constitution. However, in respect of High Court judges, it said
High Courts established by statutes creating the respective States were statutory bodies, and their judges
were “persons” within the meaning of Section 14 of the Lokpal Act.

The independence of the judiciary was the foremost consideration when the Court held in K. Veeraswami
vs Union of India (1991) that no case can be registered against them without consulting the CJI, even
though it also said judges were public servants under the Prevention of Corruption Act. Based on this
principle, the Lokpal has referred the complaint to the CJI. While the Lokpal ruling is set to be reviewed,
the time may have come to address the issue of accountability in the rare event of a credible corruption
charge arising against a judge. The matter is now dealt with by the Court through an in-house procedure,
initiated only if the Chief Justice of a High Court, or the CJI or the President receives a complaint. If the
charges appear true, asking the judges concerned to resign, denying them judicial work or recommending
their removal through Parliament are the options available. Some judges are transferred from one High
Court to another, but whether a corruption charge is the reason is never disclosed. The Court should see
if the present mechanism is enough or it needs to be expanded to include credible follow-up action such
as an independent prosecution under its supervision. Both accountability and independence ought to be
equally important for the judiciary.
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CFT A SeogUANl H G d¢ I & A6 I gldr B FEeey, e, Fef, wafeer AR St A &
A H & AW drel Acg Ude F o Haer R §1 Ak &t dTel HEAT YU ol BN FeleiRedd
ST (JUHTINSEY) W dlell oelad & 6 & #ARd 7 Fft dioered - oot ifReier werahsh @en ® &
- bt & 37T T a7v &1 o7 & ¥ JHH THSRY A W] & F sad g & Tareey 3k Rem & [
W 3TET BN, oAfchel T Fg & o R 319 39 aR @ 18T 31 g 8, oA 3mAREr Ace FHoamomery ar
faehre RIshAT @ gerfad Y| a¥ 1950 # & AN A Y& & 7S A| Nua- 480 Frefer o T Heet
# o1, OEE AR & @AY & TN 7| Afhed [Ghrd & A # ISl HRA IARST 1 Reg-eaia &
H 931 GgIRl g1 ARG & doic 39 ATe o919 590 3RT SloR &l g, Sldih 59 Aol 37 JFARDr &A1

CaRT el 140 AT SleR &1 eI & el Y| AL R & dsfc &I AT 420007 Fewm | ae Y,
@ gfear 7 AR Aeg @t gt A At & ARF AHGT F @eesh i Sl f AR 3T W
3T Aal & IRT AP i W I @ms St 2| dfha 319 9RT 3ARE #ge & 3 =81 | =T
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STAAT TRU ST T Heg Iarr 3R O I8 off Fg fgar i ag v Rg 7 gatrer o7

e Fgah Sopldl d1SSe YA 3N A WERIAT ¢t aTell TXhRT Toldll JUHATS &l & Hoe H WsT
feam| vore FEh gl €1 50 Told @l R o FE Ioh B

gIeliteh €9 o g dl gl Toh AdGlT Jeled & F W & 35 IARET FgIar & IR H HARA Pl adlelT g,
AffheT ocT 1€t fF 98 T FIA © AT w617 Ig Ag 3T, Fifch o 8 Fgh Teldell FHAGAT Sefehl
3Ted gl

S 2 gU fagy #HArery 1 I¢ RARTT FeAT ARV % 57 AAS H ST 37 He & 6 gy # gy IR
arelr &1 arelr gl var safae o gl wifee, wife guavs @ fAe #@grdr @ e e faued g v
ST I &

fordT &1 3R T Ig Fel 1 W ¢ [ 21 fAfeTT ster &1 ARG @graar searfaa oY, frdr &1 fasay g
for ag 37 7S M| FIS Ig Fg W ¢ F 3ad AT Geadr aRa A8, T9aeer 1 & 78 3R S g &
dar foheT 3T ARG ST TeRT & IRA HRT & AT

zg {af@e & 39 Sior TR &7 TTAT & AT 3T WM &, S IR TAT 3T 2 H g&aav & fov
$EIT 81 3R o ATl & AT S0 fh @ HET FoAra Hgerd THarS M A Tg AT ¢ F guavs H
mﬁﬁamﬁawmﬁﬁé?mﬂgmmwwsﬁmgmmmﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁum&mﬁﬁ
e fohaT|

W H I8 99 3R 31 8T JAar § o 3R T F7 g2 31T &7 ST arfev foh fager #ared & 3R
38 A HT Mg ST 1 S| Tg S @ & A1 € Ig GARTd Al AT 8t maeashar § f g
H S ofr facelr @grar 31U, 98 ART WHR & IRY AT AR s@aT FRET & 6 ag e &g & @ @
W 87

fo:@ce a8 wHst 3rar § T guavs S wifdn fAderar f@aror, afgen aererdienorn, e giawusit &
JE 37T & T TRy wafdat &1 ggraar &, dfea sgar #1353y a8 & 3 IR-Taedy oot &t
4qr e, FIIfF W 3 TIoT 39 Hieaer el & fov o= s &1
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a%u?h‘r'a?r AU e fdeT, 2025 H YcheT & Sl I AR N THAIT Sl & HY-ATY dRaeh
Hldchl?&d{«\q ellel T ST fohdl 917 §1 38 97 &7 fhell 3faRerd &Y & a1 =6 8, dfes Alsfar
HIeTell I TS Follel T AT higd foham amar gl

g et o &% Heransi #r Sfeddr # w7 e, afcw AlaRmEl H Aaeds a3t # o gy w A
Heg M| AT IR 9T 1 3Teren AR T qal & fAv Bioree o= v feem & o uger & a8 g,
@ Taarere, srer faeawor iR RIEeT # FUR gl & Y-G9 3 SRR & fAEar & dermaee i
Erriil

AR H 3T T A Aol alel AT 2.5 FiaRIaT @er & 8, St fapfad g rdegaedr &1 Jorer #
95 FA §1 64 IY QAT 1961 HT TR Flelel I Hedch TMNYA & WY HITUF SAfeer g1 a7 a1, st
Seold R T MThITI3N &l G i H T&TH gt 8 o1 @7 AT

SATIT del-81d, AT FAUA, T A, H Heldl, I Rbs IS & giaUm=it H AT T &
forw #ier 52 At & Hhe AT 9o # AT 23 3T § W I B

Y TRATHT T FAAAT el § FIEIAISN I HEAT AR Torea A o1 Jefdr gl | T3 1 sRar et |
o Tqare 3R FeheAsTsT gl wY faarel i Fedr & Hell 3o F A3 3N~ W usa drell
s o A g

Gt A Rl Afe A GURA & fAT IfaRed FT 43 gU 39 Reet a1f@er i 1 TAGHAT Y
A AT ¥ Felel IR ATl #X AT I g sHE o AE # IequresT e gen, afed galt Al &
FETdt & T fasaer T @xwer o giafad gef|

TATId: wmmﬂ”fﬂ#%%ﬁﬁ&gﬁﬁ%@?ﬁ dr & IR & AT & AU Hediwed ay
gaer Y 1 R o av &1, JIfsa a0 9a & 319 o gy T 3GUROT & 3YAR—T IR §, S T 3
b 3aTel AT 31 AT o R 0 dgd fohdl o T 991 & faw 7 a¥ v gesnd 3@ fadg av &
HATAT ST

AT I foe dr gaRs Ageaqol o1d TE & fb Rel 3N faceh Fufedt & fov vhaAe w3 &
ST fohar I g1 388 o % gfaequl gean, afew faerll foder @i #ff sgrar f&erem, S AseR gorel &
Terge g fohceianydr ot 3TaRTT Bfoca aRTufaal & ‘FfReca ey A e 3R 39 | &
S|

YellaTd o W A P UG TIEHT foder 1 31ftie 3mehdes s & fAT sgeaa gifeser afar & o el
A & 3UT U v §| AT o & dom A A & O aReRiar sem W sa f@Im s §) s e
STFadl TSl B3 & WY ST FYYH B3 o1 AC €A Hied 9 &g & ey # o a3r g 3wl
F RO O &FF o9ar §1 95od & 916 15 giaerd &g Sar glem|
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AT 3R oo & INeTar g3t fir -ty a3t & @cd T 9, TaNTg AT 3 3 9T
U H g TR WA FT J&dd &1 RerRAe b, I 3R Ave J Arer F1 8l 3 g & =R A
@ & 9T ;T IS §

AT el 7 geA, og AR ALIA 3cgAT & fahE @ geEr 3 R AR Foled T Al A & fow
Tereyy, fBfSed FRIER 3R 3T FoT [y & dicaed & & v v ey Fe v & grefe
G omet Y 3t F el aRade i a1 & FE T P

AT IR e A WHR A HI A glel drell A T FH© Al & VI R Jobel IGel HT YE&rd & g
aet # & o TR W oo fAeEh Sy @Al seaeRe e @ St daw o & T 9T FE a
AISET HAHT GUllell & 3MYfdeh &l & [T S-harsell 3R HeTellged F 1A I HiAGRT el T
q&da gl

AU IR 9T T Bl 36 W I W & 38 fohas ysmaearel alis @ o) far Sdar g1 56 713
JoTell & R #H RAURS # WS Fe W FAY €T S RN AT X T F FASGT Hel & v
fBfoice fFea &1 IS aXel & fov AgeaquT foder 3R gRIeTor oY 9y e o grem|

AT Glaeel & egragiNey HAleadel S YAfdl BT caRed FATT HIeA gam, FTEd ol bl GouAaT o
H Th| A Folc H 12 a1@ doh AT 3T ¢FT Hr gl T gl FLT I &l Agd THeldl, dal T TIH
o & dRad FF g T g wrsioar 3mare gl

AT HIH Flefel & A A A & J16 3THFAT & @ 3R 99d, 1 Ht derar Felan| avad # I8 F
UfdeTiaeh guR 8, TSI 2aRT TR o T JUTlell l &el, IReRll R Jaarg iejehel S=ilel v feem &
J3T FHeH Fo1T gl

Ife g @Er alih & @] glaT § ol I§ AUR SHId AR Heren3i & v swrede g 3Rk 2047 o
QAT IRT & TaoT F TSR Fa HT e & oy AceamT g9l

- STAAAN

HAFT 9T IR
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Wﬁﬁ?mm%mﬁ@r%ﬁ@ﬁw?@ﬁﬁ?ﬂ%@rq‘l\ﬂdld Tllel I Tolled 9T Usa
arel d1gT & IS Sgl ¥ 8 U] S8 e Hafed SArTerd o FEEd & g § 3R 3w 3 faRwe
G A W &, R T WX TA FHART F AT H WA U A hael Tl & T T 7T HT
ST A TR T I TGI8, dosh PO A5 Alod ot AT Tl <@ Sl &1 3o FeeT
THR 1 5§ ¥ HT Folc FHRN Al 3GE0T ¢ dg7 e @ feani¥al, @raex oL & fgrd dvem,
ddele, Aldge Wil 3 dic T AT Il T 81 37 dolc # A SEBT A JArd TRy died & v
IR Al FRS TAT &I ATdcsd [hdT T g1 S @ S golR Ald Il S g ¥IT & 54 dolc A
o a¥ & Jorer & 9.8 BrAe 3HF el o1 JaUlel 6T =7 &1 FIR Folc HT HIAT F97 & HAYI-
gerae 3 ARSI Sl Stergl WX enfdes aiferaRt & faenrd, Al & SvifeuR e 3R geemed At
& v smefed foFam a=r 1 39 319mET, g & I WY J@Idl ST ST A3 #T grRr 3R Joe &
fore &3r ufr 3nfea & 15 B

golc TIHR & PIHBIST T ST 8ld &1 I 5T d1d & Il Sd & [ s TIPR 30T Th a¥ H FIT
T 1 W & 3R 3T wAaflerar a7 gef| 39em i F § 5 T Seaseanur 3R iAol sedrr
& H W AUS TF H WA A3 F@F Gcdied &, Ta@d o7 AR o & s fowm a o
A AFT & DS HT cATH eI TgT ET & 6 F 3efcdicsh Arfdd glal &1 38 TWHR W fada
ST & oo &1 Wod ol Fdfea =T A #3 eal A FEl b @A JArd B AT Tl H A
d IRATY T T &1 THP Flaele R IR YT WHR o I dofc # IR H 5 F9T HFd TRl
dicet & fow smafed frw €, & SRR €, 36 AFHE 30T A A ANl T FHNT F F § 50 IS
3l Adal el e adll 8% RFg [T § & Wer aF 3=9 dfds gea= 6k s
faeafacrerdl # MU =M AT el & AU FAgsl gard s O 3fed e g1 70 o @
Hefdererdl & v off gae a3 TUC aF U g1 3oX weer # R & TR HT d9 3= aR) i
3T T g1 915 geT3t F oehor, Tfaanel qdemsit d qatwg 3R AEafAaantt nfe i edex gara 34
W 8 W H IR AU SE3 B JEd TR & ot & ST, o 3o Siiae # fohdelr dgord 3 Sea,
gl Hbol gl PR RAGT #T TR FURA H ol TR FIHT Holler g, o a8 Afeer FEgm=it &
A @ @ AT T, el & fov darfUies GiAud Sgal S, Fhol-drolsil #OHEATR H
grell gal W ol 3nfg o SR Sl FR8), oue, o, Alagd S HU & @ aedd H 37 fhde
A AT, SHHT HTeholel ATTG eI AT IAT| Telifeh 3TN Fa HIHN Fehollcl o161 & ST CH HFT &I
A3t W AR & W &, STEIR ToT THRT & FET TEam I @ 2
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Rod Fo avif # getee & RBear & @y NEAS #@=f w8
’ BT HRHAT & A7 W G e $Es AR el @A
m_v - R T ¥, aF 9 AR AR RER & a0 @ ¥
/ mlh T & H T 3T #d W Th HiAd gET HAlPR &
o &~ FRAFA § SR addd @ IS, 3§ B o e @
‘ TITY HARSIT 18T AT ST Fehdrl Fsaar § & W& aR%wAT
: & g o foer fonell Rush & Fomsit & vedad & nfae g
oy g1 gt THATST HT UF 3T BFEar 3t off gg & A1 W
3RSTIdT I ATAT IRAT & fa%ey AIar g 3R Famfas &
3 A W Y AT 3| GHHA HIC o HT AT FHellhR & I ARTEN ST S| 3T Ferer
3R AR FAET o 580 AH W A& @ HIAT U A FAl I AR Aigel iR Flefet HT Aleded
el @1 ey fear §1 3reelier @l &7 9 e &3 WY gl FHATAT & Allcd H Hgl 9T g foh
NEET FAt W AT o Al & Yol # W] Sl & [ grauEn 3R s @A, 2021 & dEd
'HIS F TAFH' &I €I WM AT T IR ARSI Agd & [T 33ToT §, oifched 3PR ST doig o
et & Wrae-gAsTe $7 gfnar faEd @ §, Al Forst #r e a3 gfer s §, o 9 R o s
& oIU JHAEICE 81 I3, AHATG gagR 3R $8h IR & 3MH UROT &7 G et & Gree-Taste
& Tl AR 3 FfFTFTA & TR gar ¥ W A R Fo AT glawsd A e arer der s
st fRcTfFaal & g8 & A W 3Relddr T Iigasd vl aa g, o ARed & & 77 =
IR AT &1 Harel & fh Hgor T & d% W FAT TRl Wl ygfy T goftera &1 Sl w@mige S o
harel o9l & R $HoT $RA HT SIRAT &elcll, Sfosh 38 gole @ ARt & [Wes 3t g @ o
JaR &I gl
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AR 3efere Al faare & 9 JU G2 S3d off w® € AR sEA T AR HeE A §gd AARY &l
Wﬁmﬁaﬁmzﬁ%mm@r%@agm%lU@ﬁ@wu@mma@mﬂi
¢ T 3ARE Fgraar I 1 EAATT HRA d FA Iishdr H gEaaT & T fohar S T@r Anl Sl g,
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4o @d fRar U I8 21 fAfEE STor, Il HRAT Hqar A 18 3 39D A ol SAler g1 HRA
facer #amer & ol 58 1 HT Tgd AT HIA el G AT §1 $HY HRA & HdARF A 7 M
gEIET & IN F o Ria’ wdr &

wa’mréﬁwgm%?Wﬁmﬁ%mmﬁ%m@rﬁm@rmﬁ,wmu@uﬁr
Wﬁmﬁfﬁﬁm’raﬁsuﬁ%H*Hdﬁ%dﬂdg‘é&ﬁﬁv‘{sﬂﬁ@mm%l faeer #FTerT
& AR, Fftd fauer 3R velfddr 5@ AW H1 S Y W Bl SH FHI idelleeh Oqul e
STeearsll gl 3rd: g INRFNE T F A0 J2dt I §aaR e ART| Ig v TSNS FT Hag g
g, Ig TS AT &1 AEer &

IARST B IR TIMAR & W Geldl W gH IR FEAT AT I3/, HARHT 3eferel Ihed & dTe; 3Aeh
Rt & 3 oielt 3R HEUB A AR A el H §l Fg o o oo et [Sope ah & g §
f& AR gfaar & 9fd o= ey off 93 TFAeRY &1 ¥R 319 3o/ & S AEdT &1 ARG & off
TEATH g o gferar & ool & dr 3R Ahfogar off weal 3R @ ot wean| @ A, AT IAREH Aar
e & FARTST ollell ol M¥e Jg WL Call ded & Toh FARHT 3fefelet X3l 3aish o7el & fow =7gh o,
ARG et @ 3eTeh CRMT I AhRIcHS § & Fenfad fhar S w@r |

aEdg #, g Feadr AR § 3K 39% arem asl W aRa feoaoh &1 [y #Agca 78t &1 ag 39 &
WA FE Fearsdl Hl THA oAlh Aol df X @ W gTH IHDT gramdr 31fgd & &1 319 3R 4
Waﬂmﬁmﬁﬁ?ajﬁmﬁaﬁﬁ,Wm’f%uwu‘iaﬁu‘mmQ?,?rrlW?ﬁﬁrﬁ@ﬁﬁa
3TeiG, &7 Wl AT A6l &, Ig akdd H STAdar 3R TWAAGT T —Far a1 87 g1 3PR 3ARS ganr &
W faa-aar uger 3eifase o, df #41 aIRET § 6 a8 3o drel AT & Afde g Swef? ¢q 8 9Rd &
3MME 3eferel TR 1 Teh Read el A § 3R TE a1 Tl 7 A9k &9 & FAS # &0 AMT| AR
for o @eer & & e 2o F R 9 Y uReRiar A 3R Seer gz, dife $RAT edd fr
YRIAT W Tk 8 39N 3aa4 o 91T
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