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Crowds Are Us

In world’s most populous country, managing people should be an everyday priority
TOI Editorials

The negligence that triggered the stampede at New Delhi railway station - from pile-up to switching of
platforms - remained stark over 48 hours later. Yet, platform crushes are just one cog in the wheel of
mismanagement. Two points here. As with most of everything, it starts with policy. And two, stampede-
like situations are a terrifying everyday phenomenon.We're the world’s most populous country. This
makes ‘crowd management’ not a ‘special task’, but a constant that needs to be incorporated in every
design - especially in commuting.

Parallel tracks | First, policy. We've been witnessing absolute mayhem on trains around festivals.
Dynamic pricing, where fares shoot up with demand, becomes a major pain point for masses ahead of
group travel - home for Chhath or Diwali and now pilgrimage to Kumbh.

UP govt has been advertising the millions expected in Prayagraj. Railways could surely have kept in
abeyance dynamic pricing for this 45-day period. Price-sensitive travellers have no option but to travel
by general coaches. Even when numbers of general coaches are increased, they run beyond capacity
because there’s no knowing how many general tickets were sold - unreserved tickets are sold by
destination, not train number. It’s like a pack of cards set up to collapse.

Losing track | It'samazing there’s still no mechanism to monitor and control the sale of general tickets. It
is how 2,600 tickets were sold in a span of 2 hours. Railways brass is presumably none the wiser. A
contributing factor is also that railways had reportedly done away with trains with only general coaches
- because they’re inefficient. It was the deployment of these ‘special trains’ Saturday night that brought
the situation under control.

Railways needs a rethink on crowd management - its network remains the lifeline of commuting for the
majority of Indians, including the lower-middle tiers of India’s middle class, who're caught in a bind
between dynamic train pricing and costly airfare.

Red flags | ‘Stampede-like’ situations are now an Indian staple in every city - think Mumbai platforms for
suburban trains, for instance. Even the once-difficult pilgrim trek Vaishno Devi witnessed a crush in
2022, killing 12. Tirupati, a Hathras sabha, a movie premier, a weekend sale - a crush is a stumble away
anywhere. It takes seconds for a crowd to gather at even minor road accidents. The core principle of
crowd management - density, flow and pace - must be at the centre of all planning. It starts with a change
in mindset and approach.
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Flip Side of the Coin: Rupee Slide Isn’t Bad

ET Editorials

Strength of a country need not always be tied to the strength of its
currency. Sliding value of the rupee against the dollar could push up
imported inflation and increase cost of repaying loans taken in dollars. But
there’s another side to the coin: exports. When Nirmala Sitharaman told
Parliament last week that ‘overvalued currencies erode national
competitiveness’, she was referring to exports. A weaker currency makes
goods cheaper in international markets, boosting exports.

In a global market, assessing the rupee in isolation from other currencies
can be misleading. Almost every currency is depreciating against the
dollar, thanks to Trump’s policy announcements that promise higher

returns for investors in the US. A key benchmark for the rupee’s strategy here is the renminbi. To
maintain its competitiveness, India must keep pace with the Chinese currency. If the rupee remains
strong while the renminbi depreciates, Indian exports will suffer, and imports from China will rise,
undermining India’s ambition to promote domestic manufacturing.

The rupee has been overvalued compared to a basket of currencies that compete with India in global
markets. A strong currency can harm, rather than help, the economy. Nations often devalue their
currencies to gain competitiveness. Remember India’s 1990s BoP crisis and the sharp devaluation that
followed? Even the US forced down the dollar’s value against the renminbi and other currencies with the
1985 Plaza Accord. Unlike previous episodes of rupee slide driven by CAD, this time, it's due to capital
outflows and rising dollar demand from oil importers, amid weak appetite in global markets. Once
Trump’s wave of executive orders settles, global currency markets — and the rupee — should stabilise.
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Mela and melee:

HINDU

Date: 18-02-25

People’s safety should be prioritised over footfall at Maha Kumbh

Editorial

The Maha Kumbh Mela that is ongoing in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, has showcased the gaping maw
between the Centre’s and the State’s plans for such a large event and what they believe are sufficient
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resources to conduct it. Ahead of the mela, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, and their cabinet colleagues had touted the special arrangements made for the mela,
including a surveillance system equipped with artificial intelligence to track crowds, water filters to keep
the rivers clean, a makeshift town replete with hospitals and special-purpose trains and buses. But they
have not sufficed. There have been numerous reports of people being frustrated at the venue and during
journeys to and from there. The mela’s under-management, simmering just below the surface, was
transformed to outright mismanagement by the deaths of people in a crowd crush on January 29, 2025.
The confused response by the Indian Railways to another crush at the New Delhi railway station, on
February 15, 2025, indicated the Centre’s unwillingness to countenance the disaster, on the back of an
expense of 37,500 crore for the mela and its various hi-tech preparations. Such preparations, however,
cannot make up for changes that need to be made over time, such as redeveloping a local railway station.

Officials were reluctant to confirm that people had died even as local hospitals were confirming deaths. In
one particularly unfair statement, a Deputy Commissioner of Police (Railways) blamed “unnecessary”
rush at the New Delhi railway station for the “catastrophe”. The consensus among fire safety experts
worldwide is that such events occur when there is external cause for a group to panic, whether lacking
the money to buy another ticket should they miss a train or suffering injuries due to unsafe pedestrian
conditions. A preliminary probe revealed that the Railways had sold 2,600 additional tickets, and an
announcement at the station of the arrival of a different train rendered this confused mass of passengers
to attempt to reach the wrong platform. The Railways has now said that special trains for the mela will
depart from one fixed platform at the station. Such interventions that are already well known to experts
— including clear, multilingual communications, restricted ticketing, and proactive crowd control —
could have mitigated the tragedy. Many less prominent gathering places still lack attention vis-a-vis
public safety. Both the Centre and States should eliminate these risks, post-haste, if the Centre’s plans to
increase footfall at places of worship are not to lead to more catastrophe. While encouraging spiritual
tourism, the hype around hosting 45 crore people at the Maha Kumbh Mela, absurdly impossible as it
sounds, should be toned down so as not to feed a political frenzy. The governments must be careful that
the cost of fulfilling political aspirations is not paid for in terms of human lives.

iz geuar & T 39 @Ay gfRveror s &

UG

TEe el IAGEIT W AN &1 A el SRl W, AR I I A9 e & AT Yed ®IH |
$IES H colddl o9 AR T YATH 37eTH IET| ofthed AT ST Fgst IR O Tafa #1 @ fAgawor ik
deeleq @i Aol ? 38 s 3R g & TAE AW A USTAT gl drell ISt & S AT @ FAS |
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T 8Y WTel BT §, Siafeh HIHesT 12 Tl # U 9 | 30A o forell Ay fget 3R ¥y o &1 r
Hecd Bl &, S8 gX St &l hiell =g g1 afaT @ore & off qefy a1 &l err =igd 81 U
AT HROT § THR & UIHE FaR H HfAHT 7 el | 30 - Tl § o GEuy AReR d 38
qrae AR T AT I TeAldlel & I HAGT el o TIT HETehoeT H el el & foIv IR &
@ der-gemaeT &1 Ao Rguia § & bao afdes 3 Feuer e v o, afea si9 sd d@ar 8
fo Tog & wifdar 3@ URA X W § o 3T e FAT FA ol SRIAT &1 higs IMET, HeHA A1 fa@St=r
% e[ & @R Peye UeAU 30 3R gl @ SAURT &< W A1 110 I3 & SAer fgait & enfaAan
HIGAT T JEEeT TRAHT & AT &S aildr g1 3msved 3R msdivd srepef@at & g8 o o4 eieler wIy
YE gl arfeT

Date: 18-02-25
iz yateT A ATRHT

UG

AR ANfa-Faar Fg @ T9T W ddd T SAPR A &, SHPT &l diell 3618d0T & Yod &I 3R & ITg
HeT ST Toh S o 60 §3 TAAT H gliesdT URAT §TT S| I A d 3 Jo1d TEAAT W IrafAHhdr
& YUR T AETHH YT gl & gl & X forar Sl anfew a1, Sl & 957 F&AT A &1 JAERIST S &
T ¢ gepsd g1 IR Yo T W @fessT TRAT s & faarR a9 a7 31, 59 75 feeal Yod
TAT W HIES AT ¥ 18 AT T HiT & 15? I wee ofis uayed Fr AET Fr & [Wifhd aar gl
Td #T 3R g off 9amm S W@ & RS & 39 & A9 dt Rt & wEt Wi geua
Werhrer # deend fRar Seen, ofded 3@ @ #@eHw FANS T AR 9% @ gl v oerar § R AR
YANRIST ST arell ¢aif & ol ofis & Tod THAEAU §Fa &8 3 g 3R T Rt 78 e W
TAA W SAAAT 9GS AT FAIAT ar 315 Jaud &7 g WAGeT FI Alad & g1 3|

ey 313l o a8 Fgar FidT g fb Yo AT & ol &F IR F & S 39T [T 7 ] 8, 3T
W T& g A RIT ST, Afhed TJ§ THST ST a1fgC foh AT dr had ST &1 oTal & fob ¢all ol
GIH FTel g AR Yo I Qe I W Heh| Uod e TRt R 38e Ee & de qe’d A
FSHh W S SAH @ 3R G197 gef TEd H B @, 30 W T €T S I A1aTehedT g1 39 3MaThdl
$ qfct safow gl wfRT & 3@ diafes, wieat 3R 3 3wl HROT @ gl a9 F€AT 7 el AT Fa
9 g1 T8 S g TF TorAmelt 3R veauad # §3 YA W OEHOT @ W@ § 3R Yo & e #r o iwar
foar S @1 &, ofeher o1 g HidsT 1 FHITTAT F AEAT A F AT g2iTd g2 gg s g

4



&
oy d'-'-.

m - www.dfeias.com
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (18-Feb-25)

O Cf # ThET 93 ST & HAE W dgl 3T drell g 3R AT gaedT & G Gaered &
3emra €1 fo@ar g1 Ig 31emma WATASAT & YR W &Y fhar Siem w@ifRe, iR s U o g9yt
fhv 91T AR Agler o samr a7 6 Agrhsr & AR A A’AF o1 3T, dAfha iz Aor & Jmaegs
39T T 31377T C@T| Ig 7HTT Yo Tl F oo TShl 3R A WX Y fe@n| @9 dec W feres A
30 seErmel3it 1 Hid H A A T STA AU IrTST G T HeTHeT H AeHTe( H Rewsals T
A= & TUT W 3ok Gatm & i@ & S|

I E| .l I El % Date: 18-02-25

Jf@d 7 Q2T AR

HUGHhIT

ARG Tsguld Siefes €0 A U YAd TaR AT & GRieT TREG & Aol F ST b FOAR Al A
STIT 3T &Y T 39T SUST TOUTT 78T AT €T &l o 3RT & 57 919 o ar @ & & TaRe «aur
caEdT # AR F @ F A B ¢ 3R 3w 9F o ar f e Rl o g et g, St @
¥ g W T FE UNOT AT Fhd gl U oA @ H 9% favd SAOR Haed & faare
fAEAROT e @l FAAR FeT I IR IARB HoFd OR FASS (F%FT) W AT R F Sl i &
qr-ary AR A TE-A@fhe G S EH AT F S FIh IS A S &Gl o dRGS AR
SIGTAT i g SIGH qgin'é dfrT AT FRIFT H 376 A0 ST [—Ar 3cdead Rl 81 e oF Id
TeTg gl o a8 ARG H AT gl arell aEHT W IANFer RE A IREIRF Yook A arel &l
Ig TUSC gl & fob HeT F7 31 g1 Fehhl § AfheT Ig Hisier a2q =AOR & g TRE Thaw q§u| gehdl
¢ 3N 9T S ol & fIT sHeT Sare &A1 AR g FheT B

UREARE ERE & T &1 dcdd FHAS UG ARG gl Ig 3oieh TR HDPMRAT R IR tar g b g
sﬁmﬁ?sﬂ@rmﬁlmgﬁyaﬁmﬁ(ﬁmﬁmwmﬁﬁmmaﬁ
HAE 6l o 8) g I & foh JHT HANK AR AERT F1 HETTA Toh 30el doh T forar Sream|
qg TSeUTd & Teh AAT &1 Giafshar 7 wver aar @A 3meer f&ar ar § 76 9 SRw S odr F&r g &
S 3T Ul gaRT HARH aEq3it W o RE § Al @il g AR FEa @ arer S & g aftd
Y 3R 3F Tholed W ERE & 37erar ga@R Al M gl Igell Hidels Ig ¢ & 38 &7 #g &
R A8 T ST Ghar &1 Tose § o var Aftew A8 997 Ghar & S Ig AUTT AT & & 8T e
IARFT T 3 dret & 3cure W fohder SR® o@mar g1 39 a1d &1 g3raer 3ifas § & I8 3@
gEIIHT W T ARG MR & 3 TR® & AEr 01 gl 5 TR® & 3Hefrar Sremsit & ear=
H @A §U $O DA DA H AT foHar Seam|
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U IR 3N Agd A & oG HaT TE ¢ T IR IANGT S/ o] A H o of dr FAr g
qEIT H AT 57 a1d F § & ¢T & Ay T dReigr ¢ & fAeyuid & Jeogd & arel gl
S 3@ wHF wqUT dARGeh IR # g YROM o] §1 Haiftie cRehel o & feuid & dgd fafdeer dor
FRITH FEIERT H ASHT FAET X Fohd| AT TR FISeT I IIEAT & HdTd IRTINE a3t &
AR gfauely AR g #ef caraiRe omefieRt &I Tad & e S &1 sdem & @ I§ oie
ST ¢2if a1 Arered 1 AT &77ar arel g &1 g IR 3R NG I FRIR AWk T T FT
At oY ear &1 sUY cyaEAT Hr SAfedar FH gl § 3R ™9uR dedr g1

Hﬁﬁé&rwmﬁaﬁgmﬁmﬁmﬁ%ﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁﬁﬁqwoudtl\ch{dltl's'uehdl gl
IR AT &2 & faguid & AT fGar AT §, a SN OREIRET W T H AT Sl IdTd § T8
dfRaeh IR A INHIGA dcel SN I§ deelid Sga’l &gl olWl| €9 R AR HT &@ el mard &
TSISY A 1 QT & 3R e Ig 0 AV favg # @@ o 45| ORI T WH e W aefiear
ﬁﬁwmmaﬁa@mmﬁ@ﬁhmwégwd cdId g ST Toh| ATIE gRIid
UR @ W eg19sh 3R yerfariiel FHASd Sl SamaR qe A AT g1 g7 FaTell ol Siad & Feohell ¢

<
HEIW1]

Date: 18-02-25

A FIE A FEEIS W aIRwT & Felia T o I37 Swven fear §1 Fwr
fF aRss 3wRAT & sie-we FAr T 39AT AGT AT ST GohdT,
g @ 3qfes SRiERr # FTWd 8 W AFEGl § Ifeadr & faeey
IR R e T 3ATT & F I3IR gRome & e &1 do A
gl Heol IMN-ITeld, IFFIAT g RS HRAT <3 Tiear I amr 504
& ded edsl fhaT I 9AT FAgT g1 I§ URT i 87 et & NS o
ST-g3Teh HTATT el & Gt &, [ el Arel i Hall 1 Jraen g
AHST H T feeanT aufFdeaior TTaa & FIdEs f[ee W Aghs
WHE T HIATAT Al A IRT AT RbIdhd! & R fAders o
3= FHHAAMAT & GHET 3(eT T BehRT AT| Ig T § & FREATUST § T IFAEA iR Fcfed & fAdgat
31 BeahR, S cafdd RIS W Yt Hlal ¢, 96 N & 39el fSeaelr gt faser a @adgor
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¥ QU FE T 3FAG HIM gelifeh T dR W <@ed # 30 & o 3quead & 7 W) aRss et
CART 39 IENAEAT & WY Ffeid Fclia T 37T AR 3T & ofgo el &1 o o =g g =g gheir
AT, W] $H aIeh e I TASEAT TN FASAT Tl 3 AT el §1 Gell & el HeJAHA o Tl
F5 IR W G I @ §, SeT AT F 3NeS F AR @Ry 9 JfER Y geAr dF W & M| aF
T  FH HT ga1d, 3TT Gof T dEFre, e IR dF god W GFaeRal &1 Fdgs AfwRat & sga
W G Ga1d 9l §1 F 8 Jelaeed A1 1A F A9 & Told AT 9dd ael § T Fhd ol IJgl &91d
% sTafaewRat a1 Ffaser de & DT 78 &1 ST TUe 9T 37g VT AT M-Il ey dTet IS
HUHNAT & ddid HI A M FHAAN & B 21 AT FRITYST R A3 & Wemd g aret 3cdfiseT
g 3HHG AT Pl o Pl FAT AT §| dq § FAFT FAARAT & G # o cgagrera d@fgar omy e
J T TR & AT Fgar &, g IW-AT g ¥ SIHA IdTd Iy T geh AT T AGT AT T
HehalT| T5 foad AfaeT @ Henfad o o amy g B

e « COHTY Date: 18-02-25

7S ool YoId TEAT W 9GS & ¢ Io THNT & TEfadrdst S FeH 30U §, 3eTehl TIgeT gl 1eu|
T & T 60 TCUT T ggAT Fr g, SIgT T A iz T HT Wl &1 W TR W HE y§YT &
3 &l Scolid fohu Sirear| ar of¢t & & Teeelt W 8fis f@g=or & I & el |rar & 1 gl 3 ak
W glell, QUIaell, B S BRI & FAY T R GAT Faunh sl Sl 8, W givg @ s & 5o
FH Bld 8§99 F U gl v g &1 FRr A3 ool TVUF W UG & 33U FIH B, o §9ES
HI FEI-hal HHEN I§ IS, SN SHECR Isdiad 9T Tod fFRY off FT @ &1 iz & e asfiear gt
oY, SHHT U YAUT af g T § fF & g¢ 9 1,500 SRl feae o W o e fopa amfiRge &
5,000, @fehsT 9,000 & STET *ehe S QU 910 ? SAET @ ST fEehe ST 1 e i ofdr g2 ed &
FiT &, ST Fad [FUENT FAS Y 8T T I T 82 W JHH Tl & SIdid TaT TR A Tela
REQ

g &7 e fSFAerT § 3R 38# o 9RA S faene <o 7 ar Yoid 9Rags & A%cs I e g1 Aves A
& 3R SHASRT AT SATQR, ar AT HT Fedl TEAT H AR Dl 3STTIM ? Ig YoId HI dehd &r § o T
306 R W T e 9sa § Al o7 oRdT Yoemar & ar Sorg e & Sreeht, fondy Yomemsr & g o
e af 7 F &7 AT W G & g3 & AT od ar A8 gl 9, A% oot I W AfAar Id
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ST g3, 9 U SR W T ST 1 @Y, i Bl o YT W I I IRURE SR HY HAET hed
AIMET| 2l & Sioikel fSedl &I T&AT & "err 41 §, arfeh ol 3R fSsai 7 € samer giawr 3k
T & WY AET H Gh| T§ 9T a5 g1 §, 3Holeh T W S HIS M Tehell &, Al AR § S
AT SFelel AT HAY Ao & f3eal I 3R el g8d &1 IFH o7 FIRA- Jehd €, 3o 39T FIT S1d 8,
I ol Sl 8, & Polel oF1aT 8, FIR OET QTorar el faur &1 Heer #gt Sefcl 1 @41 el @rer
= g b AT Aol & e el A 4 gSEi @1 FAT grel gl g7 U e @ Ul degrel & fov
el [SFACR 87

SR, Yo1d T GUR & SAlH HaA AMRT R gt 3t T fewer off ool &1 #grspeer Sl & e A
U3 @ d 35 Yo0d TeRET W TAAY gaer T AT g1 795 ool T T &1 Agl, dfodh ol & [oled T
9T 0T & R ofig o9 WY T, T8 ClewiH Rae T S FH & HIS &1 3HS 3T gHET Sl &
feshe AASHAT AT AANIAT T AT WA §U oehel TMRT| TASHIA & AT Tolehid T Allg M, &
g A 3R I & TS ae [FEeie I Bagst e TART at W ASeT-37e6T gl arfge 3K
Yord & 8 feRr & 39el dhed T GUR & Hehd QU 1 HEl g ol ol O e o1 3oy, v fafRaa
feermr &1 3R T @her ST, sHs AT R & e aaw o7 @ &1 3Fe wen wiRe @8 feen
St grear Y Fgl o gem|
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