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We Chat, They Die

Millions are affected in conflicts centred on mining of a metal vital for smartphones.
No one cares

TOI Editorial

Eastern DR Congo looks like another of those interminable ethno-political conflicts in Africa. A UN report
last year found that both Rwanda and Uganda are supporting the rebel M23 group that took control of the
key Congolese city of Goma last week. Burundi, meanwhile, is working with Congolese forces to fight the
rebels. And reports have surfaced of Romanian mercenaries being employed by Kinshasa. But scratch the
surface - literally - and you can spot ruthless global commercial calculations.

The Congo conflict may be about something we all hold in the palm of our hands - smartphones. To be
precise, a rare metal called tantalum, highly valued by smartphone makers for its ability to hold a large
amount of electrical charge. Tantalum is extracted from its ore, coltan, of which DR Congo is a major
producer. At least 40% of the global supply of the metal comes from the country. And M23 rebels now
control some of the key mines in eastern DR Congo. UN estimates that last year rebels smuggled at least
150 metric tonnes of coltan into Rwanda. True, a certification scheme called Itsci is meant to prevent
blood tantalum/ coltan from getting into global supply. But it’s difficult to implement because of local
conditions. There are strong suspicions that tantalum from DR Congo is being smuggled into Rwanda
where it is mixed with legit supply of the mineral.

Of course, global electronics and smartphone manufacturers are only too happy to look the other way.
Global smartphone shipments in 2024 reached 1.2 bn units. So the conflict in DR Congo makes hundreds
of companies profitable. And with wars in Africa taking low international political priority, few govts
seem to care about the 4 mn internally displaced persons in eastern DR Congo. Everyone important loves
a good war when money is to be made.
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THE HINDU

Date: 04-02-25

Tariff turmoil

Donald Trump is triggering a trade war over unrelated bilateral issues
Editorial

President Donald Trump set the cat among the pigeons globally when he introduced a slew of punishing
tariffs on trade with Canada, Mexico, and China, with even more taxes promised for other trading
partners in the months ahead. Markets in Japan, South Korea and across Asia were roiled as fears peaked
of the fallout on supply chains for North America, particularly in sectors such as automobiles, which have
enjoyed the strong presence of foreign investment for decades. Over the weekend, Mr. Trump signed
three executive orders that slapped Canadian and Mexican goods with a tariff of 25%. Only Canadian
energy products were spared — a 10% tax will be applied. The White House further announced, in line
with the promises Mr. Trump made on the campaign trail, a 10% tax on goods from China. Beijing
responded angrily, saying that it would file a lawsuit with the WTO against the U.S. for “wrongful
practice”, even as it said that it would take “necessary countermeasures...” While Ottawa and Mexico City
warned that retaliatory tariffs would be coming soon, Mr. Trump’s subsequent calls to Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum led to a one-month pause before the tariffs kicked in, and the White House appeared
to strike a conciliatory note with Mr. Trump speaking to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau as well.
Meanwhile Mr. Trump has suggested that the EU was next in the firing line, even though the U.K.
appeared to win a modicum of a reprieve for issues with Washington.

While tariffs are traditionally applied sparingly, and mostly in cases of trade imbalances in the context of
artificial price barriers imposed by one country that impact its trading partners, the official reasoning
supplied by the Trump White House for its tariff plan was that it would serve to address the “national
emergency” resulting from “the extraordinary threat posed by illegal aliens and drugs, including deadly
fentanyl”. On one hand, this opens the floodgates to other nations retaliating to U.S. tariffs and dampening
world trade at a time when global economic growth prospects are precarious. The move also signals that
it is acceptable for nations to weaponise tariffs as a countermeasure against unrelated inter-country
disputes. Few would deny Mr. Trump’s administration the prerogative that it enjoys to crackdown on the
U.S.s “ridiculous Open Borders” — but most would have imagined that this process would entail
intensified law enforcement activity rather than internecine tariffs. The tariffs will almost certainly have
a deleterious effect on the prices that American consumers pay for imported products, besides a broader
inflationary impact through higher input prices across industries. Perhaps it will take a full four years of
economic pain in the U.S. before the realisation dawns that tariffs are hardly a panacea to curb
immigration and drug inflows.
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HYTEhIT

CFY o JA A W AIOIfede S SRl UE Y fear Bl Irchd A 3R 3ARer feddr S @ R
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TEATU 3ARET & &8 @ Foichh W &1 feg d 3 3mvavs 7 arar o 3R 3 Qe yoga &
gid 81 T§ ¥9 ¢ b 3ARNH WOR A 3AJelT § AR 0RT & Hemar AT wr oy 3qHr o el g
HRA &1 fid @ AR IARKT & AFE Jhdlece ¢l ol 1 IRgH MR F 93 A W 30T 8-
USTalticeh 3rceleT & ¥aT oY T &1 ToIgTol eaMaR &l o ¢Fd T Riar 3@Re & ffa & arera =€ gl
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SecgUU3ll @ HeG §G BT o § dl SHHN HIAT ARG FI &7 TE F Yo gl ggell, SHT gierdr &
TUET hA G IR GEW, GiAAT & THH S AT Solleh FoAleh] dRaeh HEAMHT &l @sT el AR IARH
IR &7 T faehed domeiel| ARSI 3R ARG SIUR W ¢aFd oldldl g, ol HARA &l 39 ATl Hl
TR 3R IEAT ST BT T W Teh 37T & & A ol g
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qSIC 1 §H HEcaqol d1d W HH AT T

WX I, ( TEERgA-Hiw, g )

39 dX dolc H FIH FEH! AR TRRIcA® ST Ieliad 3R
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Tafder arafafordl 3 FgfFer— SAST U’ H AT & el
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STl 3cdTeed I o8& IWT 3T gl 3ledles ¢Fd &l digdr & &I
ST &g H Welthe MU fFaAT T ¥ 3R TFT Jd-¢d W AR
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cfaoTael YA gATEROTEed & AU S5 AT IR SAEEE aT FHiefed FM AT Hie g 24

HTSTAT 3TST 3R 38 Fefel & Taved Aol ¢, dF s@d rfegaeyr, gdieRor 3R o8 IR WOET &
AHT & oY & gTIAeT g9 I§ ST & TARIAANT deelld glam, ST Al TR o Fafder oRA] dfer @
3T 3R AR HT 3R W gepra aof AT T foham |

WA Foll Tae H HMUSA HT HT RN WA Aol 3cdieeT T HHT fAstell HAF H AT TR
AT WPR F FAA @l ol § dl SHHI 3§ o] Tt & Braer g fHAelam| 3mer g&er o 6,600
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dg ek dId I, S9 Sole Askiias I, Traet 3fdis gurl @ @WHR & A0 3Rt & Y@ifnd
fFar X A1 sHEr A g9 &1 UF o IE T Toelfaew S 3w Tl Adea Al g A &
gl A gl q@ll Ig T S« doic # T S arell SiNumst HT ST I § A 3T o SITAE A Uge
g ST HSE AT 8 HT g

foer 11 adf &7 nfdew gurt & 79 G goc # JE afed TERT & AR F$ 9w Gt 7 H
M| 3AF Y GURT F o SF Flefal oeh TR GNNT 30 e @ g &1 Y FefAr 1 ar g
& X I arar § 3R arhr g R{Ted & ST H 3osex ® IS &

S8 Soic & Gl el o oI AL & faermer foeel dash & 12 @ 24 @ T A= AT are S
N IR A &) IS Ued &, AP Ig 2019 F IgTHA A A AoN e AT 3 F FHraRe SEIT F & TS
UeiTes 9Tl AT GEATEH! T Fe &I ol # o off e 8
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3 F37 qaT AT W@ 1 W 5 Yol & IRUMA FAEEhIfa & &7 7 o e wavd § 3R 3@ ard f
RIar ¢ gemeer & feel-feamr & S g7 W gl I8 FRoT § % dhellsr @ dor g )W AT 10
gfderd Qesh SETeT T EINOT Y 915 §| FHaAsT A 3 dlell ool ARST H Foll & 9@ & g D |
Yook M { HARHITA I WA fhdalr 9¢9m 57 IR H AT o9l Therglel AR g

T & 3o Al & WIS [GFAGR FRUN & el HRT H Teh T §1d [GART & @Al AIfigv| T T gy
¥ ool 3R Tk g1y @ & I HleT ST Hle A fARarE @A g1 FeArsT 3N AfFHA W A 3R Yo
$afIT o@T 910 § o Fifeh <0 ARG & ST G2 & WY STec § Slea Hefohol HiGT =T A6 & BT
R e AR qUNT @9 S 93 AR PR Ul & WY diddid AR Alesa SArer #¥eA g8,
ST Q3T Yehl 1 HAHHE 380 AR W ST R FlCETSl AT IS TAT IGAT g1 HRA Hr 0Hl
AT o= greft, e s |el ggel3il 1 & @M Sv| $© deoid T & 4 @er o &ar g
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URITE 3T T g1 Hehcl &1 b Hellal PR ¢U HRA W &I Yoo o@ld § o 3ofeh ToIv Siarel e
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7 & T F QNN Teeufd Il S & §1¢ dRF AR H 3T d6olld & &1 98 SR A evell &1 T
WHR H1 Ig N FASET AT & AT AURE AR & A Red TR #e 3IR QoT et 7 Aot
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A N & a4 Fuly g1ffaT R F O 3R SWHTT Feh & X &l
| 3FH PR W ALIYSA 3o AR o Ig Ao fear or s
ATAT-RAr I STHT o I W a<dl Y & IS FUT ar9d Agr of oI
HehdlT|

JeETe, Ig TaPaaeT ¢ & MY 3ered & 53 had F goe & AfRar & gd & dfhdT Fr s@d
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JEUTHH G ¢ &, oifehel IE AT ST AT fob Tl gt ¥ &7 @ gt ware =€t g & geuma
# E GF |

Ig forell & foar =781 & o seal & 39e7m @ F¢d R Mh &7 F 3767 ol eT-aT HiT 3 WA H
HIGY & W &1 IfF Tohel IRART T Telel §¢ IgT ¢, TAMT JrsA! Hi HaRThdl §¢ W &l o0 &
Tareey AR anfder qur aenfore Bufa oX sreges &1 e & HER U % ) UR # @ AT gt Rl
o forely a8l Qo1 1 RR §1 g% <her gt O S AR @ 3R R arwar el AfE der @ Dz
g1 Sae-Gcamem St $o e Jgel dh 45 a¥ AN, 9§ 3TeT el 70 a¥ gl Il g9 §¢ W@ 81 9C &
Ao, ST R & qof1 8, 37 Igi &1 9l eafed @o o sl 3Faeyar @ s g

fihelgrel, 327 # &Y &H Al A T ool g1 g <UT o U YT & A Fl # Gaehd SAeldm g
AT 3R G Tareeg glaur & 3rerd A g cH A Al ge¥ W H g YT oS A 8, Sieih g
MR ey o 1 A B HaeT § T TR gopeit i S@arer & wAS @ 4 g1 @1 82 3 AT
& FHANSAS Sfded TR A gl 98 0 W & 3¢ i TR @ dsh &b & w61 #X @M g
geumAr # o IS 49 SaeH e B

WHR o YA AR iolell o] A §, Afhed HH hael =g BrEe oer Aifer g1 g8 faspraeier
3iegaeyr & WHRT AT 60 a¥ I 3HF Y & AW & fIT Jod Ty A7 ¥ g 30T Tohel IRAR
& g # gopeit & fAU FHR & 3eish FFARYU Slided & fov fd, Feaw 3R amaArford adem f@anfaa
AT IIN| JEUTHAT H FS IEAT T FHHA F gT FAT R TgT Jeil & v FARSTT Jlaensit & 3rema
& @Y gART Rfhcar caear @ Al 1 WHR o 37 AT & T A I JIF har g1 saqd
ol TfRAT & T S Sar @&t dare § F o9 altss aelie & v 3w Wl dee] §, ar
T 3eTehT greld TidTsieteh @t 87 JiRceld § T qofail 1 YA HT ATHAT HIAT TSl §, SoTehl foREAR
HT Ao T @I ST gl T g 3otohl ol Weet & 3rerar Afs 3R IR 3cdisa &1 o aer
YT ST B IR HATS 349 HeHd Al &1 IETTell, a8 3HSST, Aldolioleh dlgell adT ek H Fopait

& WY geAdER & A WA 3T E

(T & AR, FGH SAE] IGHCIET ofdl, ALIUC & 17 $ide, 3 9T # 14 e, ool # 11
$rae 3R fogr va aar 7 ¢ drag g1 Rt o gares &1 a9 de 99y, Aefad 3R ddcaefer A8 ag
Hehel, S b 38 TR AR NAR qofail T AT S@HTT A dlell cqaedT o gl gievar & ifereprer
EeR IeTaeyr are aAf A gopif & TR & fAu @R # wedvmdl Aify g 39 o wRa A
AT IR SIS o7 AT 1 G T fRAT ST QT ¥ $H aFd IE giAdT T FEd gar U ¢l

IFARBT & TAGET Feol PU & Teh eqI o Hllloeh a¥ 2050 oeh 3ol & JaT R ad ‘Far &l
STEITT| QAT A & & R & 337 ©F Groe MeTEr @6 Aol I1 387 3ifAF 1 g, Afeher 2050 dh
ol T UE TEAT ¢ X I B dh Bl F A gl 3§ FAY U A dds @l 4 3w 37 &
AT Y HEAT A IAT TG SATCEA| HIF TSE T SAHEAT HY F ST ST ulsier e 2023 & IFER
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HRT F 2022 F 60 a¥ & FR AT JAaEAr 10.5 Frag ar 14.9 &5 A 586 a¥ 2050 # 20.8 Hrag ar
34.7 #U3 g S &I AW gl 3§ cWd BT & ui @RI A Tk gy g SUET| SHeRT YoNd FaTEed,
AT 3R rdfegarar W 9sAr a7 gl

geul & HIETEr FeaT HT HEH FST HROT AN & o5 & aldehl H GG & gl g1 FHY Sldel eIl 9
W €l HRd §AG F$ G F Yol & 5T W@ 5l $HY o Jeu-oeeedn U g W ¥ ARd # ey
qRST @I 3YeT getr AT 3w &1 q@d 3R, HhGd #A ARG &1 B HA g1 5 Fufaat & geu
Afgeait $r e AR arASS R Th gEHld 9o g8 &1 Farer & Fr s@ qu A @ewan 3R
ATAGAT HA Il ST W@ §? FIT aXSS el T AT Gt e & 7 872

g7t & U TS I qF deeT AlSlell, Ielelel HRIl Alolell, TSI el URMel Tlolell, ISET aara
ASTell, FaTdeissl Aofell X e Gl TNl ST 3elsh YhR T AN & ATH @ THR ol @l
HEIT Yeled $¥el &l G Y @I, oAfched 3 STt Tehegeed AR A it sl AT Hlehl &, oifehet
it &1 3TAF g Scell HEY G Bleh foh 3oTepl o1 TATH Aot A A T ooy o Fh| d& ar
ofdil I WS sl FAeRT RN 3R FATST #T §1 SId IRaR & S@HTT F HHT I @I g, of IR
q FIT HTRIT TWAN?

§H THSIT 81T foh JopT §ARN ERIET ¢ 3R 3ofehl S@erTel @8l T heled &1 58 ToIT FATST Y & 377
BIaTT| hdel TR YAH HRIN FIIGcd e giaT| Foei 1 FASS FR&T Hehe H g, S v &ror
AISTAT3T T STHA TR W FE & Teolel o g arer 37 8| qofait & fIT Eqarier # 3ol R &l Je&er
fpar STar & S TSIl & ITdrell & ass Sar & fow @Ay Foifds &1 cgarar §, offhd IJg S
TAT & & &1 STPT SR AT Tl H dele I TR g, Fifeh akss aAreRer fr afa g v=ar &
CRpIR
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R® fRdr off qor & 3R IEANIR &1 FEQ Wl R gl Hobd AUR FHAGAT AR faegeardr goa
HGHT & 3l & Ugel TsAl g ARl & SR & IR dofaR, all §6I & gEIATS fohar, drfeh aef
3N A F IfATIcHT F I TF AR At IRE & @y gfaraey 3icaawer ) gAn e @l fafeer
TS o 38 Yol A IG Well, AR & 3¢ & TRE & #R F corar AR Ig giakad fwar & 39
Hgledy fafeer 3Icumel & X S0 HRd & 88 e @Ml ST & d16 & IEI0raG ¥ oo 37T &
AT H AT Yooh ol T A-Tash A ooh, gA CRE &1 sEdATel TG Bl dr @ AR 39e
el @1 dorar & A R ¥ #IR 39 3fe ge @ Qe W & §, 56 9N Jou & Hew afvaw
g 9 & 3R R ved f qeer # #E HF WER FF 50§ Faw uE § B o R 7w A
e HITTEUT3NT I AT N AT G AR &1 Jehdlel Hiaf?

FATeT I AfFTHRr W 25 FrEdr 3R AT W 10 FrRadr TR® oene $r Sdes gq T 75 gvom oF e
TEURAT T Toh 71 &R Y AW AT &1 IANE w2 & My & @7 q& g8 I o7 g saow &
AT & ol S W § 3N FHRT T 30 &l {9l 0ENTET R BT @ el & Aoy T © 81 5806
dichifoleh UROMA TASE g- 3T MIMdWE@dI,WWﬁWﬁTWWﬁ
FfATRETr T eT | 3T ARG H wF e arel AT, seeiiaed R ITFdr a&] ool arell
HUTAT T SAETT 3T T AN W TG o9l g1 SHA E ITHAFASN W I3 Hehell §, oI faa:l wfaeagy
Waﬁg‘@g«*m«mm X 8, a9 B HUTAAr 8 3AFAT I HAT J¢T &t &1 AT I W@ 8
fF T ¢RE & FROT 3ANST 7 & T Tt arell AT 1.6 IF FRI HT HAAT A7 3,000 SR &
SSITRT 8 ThdT &l

38 ¢R% &1 3R ARG DA Tk AT g7 M| 920k, IARPT AT O] S6R & HROT &
E S, difthet &arst AR AfFERT o ot @I, Sigl Shedr & SRR f fEaert 70 Hradr aF &, For
TAHA 30T IS Hhel &l SIHSI SHIAAFH HT A ¢ fb Ifdiar 3carel W 25 Hradr SRw @
AT &I ST @I 16 BIEET HT Jhdlel & Tohcl &| TE Th AT SHeh g, ST R e 3@ARer & $ho
ThT &l

Tgl el &1 Tl o SR B, iR 3Hh foIv SUUR gey IS A3 o1 e §, FIR Uod $o avl # 3604
3T N feRar & s REal & sic fGar g1 s8d FRUr 3gHT SEd #F 3maa 3R @aa $ir
fREderlr Agst 37 S W TS § S 2000 F gAH H YEHT H 60 HHA § AT M| dwF ;T
HART RE 38 WA HWM, R ¢ gl AT Jolall H Fel 31T et gl

gl d& g 3i¥egaeyr &1 a9 g, df dara % TRE F1 a8, afew Geamm & g1 ot & smaey
AgoAd @ TR N FASIT 379 Aofeh ol ofdl g1 fas-3menmia aRaes rdegaeyr & 39 A sgaean
H 9CT Y & @RI 9¢ AT §, gl e TSaeel IO oH & Foy QI @ @ [uiRa g
3R HATarT i Fed 931 RIAr vhrhd MRt S@er 3 e arelr ar g1 S 36@HT 9ge e ¥ @
AT 9 SAUR A &, AT 3o¢ Sl AT ool g1 SHT oRE, 3w i & o 3R S &l ok
A =S, A g X F AR e B FFar ¢
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W,mawwaﬁrma?ﬁgéél Harrsr, AfFaer a1 AT F U, 87 W TS doplal 3T ar
STET US aTell| gTelifoh, JARET AR g1¢ # ld a8 93 APTEIAdal & &9 & ARG i g7 & T‘R R gl
3ARFT ART FT FIF I37T ARG TBIER § AR FART A9 FRIER T a¥ 2024 #F 77.5 3G 3l
quu geh! §, STefeh 35 3RS SloR M ¢35 WCold AR o &l A §| ol Hgeaqul &=t # seora @e &t
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