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Uniformly conformist

Uttarakhand’s UCC takes police into bedrooms, tells adults their parents still run the
show

TOI Editorial

It’s momentous. A Uniform Civil Code is now in effect, in Uttarakhand. It’s an idea that was debated by the
constituent assembly’s subcommittee on fundamental rights. Over the decades, it’s gained purchase across the
political aisles. Only, Parliament shied from it, while Uttarakhand marched ahead, and will likely be followed
by other states soon. How, though, do its details measure up to the high ambition of a common law for all
matters relating to marriage and property? On too many fronts, instead of a reform to meet the needs of our
time, UCC Uttarakhand and its rules read like they mean to hold off social progress willy-nilly.

The most egregious example of this is a brand new regime for patrolling live-in relationships. Govt’s primary
rationale for this has been public consultation with parents and elders, interested in increased protection for
youngsters. There’s no data proffered to say that live-in relationships are extra prone to crime. Such data
doesn’t exist. Such a fact doesn’t exist. What exists is a massive social transformation where Gen Z and juniors
no longer study, work and fraternise like the previous generations. Accelerated urbanisation has recast their
lived reality, making the expectation that they remain ‘traditional’, absurd, even cruel.

Only through the most invasive possible means can the state know if any two cohabiting adults are in a live-in,
a Victorian-style proxy for a sexual relationship. Yet, all live-ins must now apply for registration, which will be
shared with police, and can also be rejected on sundry grounds. This is an assault on the fundamental rights to
privacy and personal liberty.

There’s much else in this UCC that’s oppressive. But it also errs in all that it does not do. On marriage
registration, the state’s role seems to be intimidation. On divorce, it fails to ease up. On marriage age, it retains
the sexist and stale 18-21 binary. That a wife can seek divorce if her husband rapes another woman, but not

herself, is an Indian perversion Uttarakhand could have reformed, but doesn’t. The institutional guardrails of
this inadequate UCC are now in place. This is a sad and bad beginning of a new law.

THe Econovic TiMEs Date: 28-01.25

Putting Individuals Above the Herd

ET Editorial
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Uttarakhand’s adoption of a uniform civil code (UCC) is truly welcome. UCC privileges individual rights
over customary, religious and community practices that come in the way of Indian law. Much noise has
been made about putting ‘human’ before ‘member of community’. Uttarakhand can provide a template for
UCC, while maintaining that the code isn’t bandied about against any particular community.

As with any law, proof of the pudding lies in the changes it fosters in personal matters, such as the
domain of marriage, divorce and inheritance. The Uttarakhand UCC clearly set out age of consent,
procedures of divorce, inheritance and succession. The state and courts will treat all persons equally
without regard for religion or gender. Treating every person as an individual — and not as a unit of a
bigger group based on religion or gender — is the obvious way forward. UCC provides protection from
existing practices that religions or communities’ favour in contravention of law. The mandatory
registration of marriage, setting a common age of consent and creating conditions that would make it
possible for individuals to exercise their rights are part of this supra-communal (in the sense of
community) arrangement by law.

Some aspects, though, will require finessing. Take the business of mandatory registration of live-in
partnerships. It’s 2025 and hidebound rules of ‘relationships’ should not be conflated in ‘non-personal’
law. The Uttarakhand UCC is a major step for a religion-, caste-, creedand community-agnostic civil law
structure that puts individual rights above that of ‘herds’. As UCC is rolled out, the state must ensure that
the law maintains the balance between individual rights and curbs to ensure all persons enjoy equal
rights.
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UEST, Yoltare 3MMeh AN YT acl §1 $T & ol T ATFARMe aollar § AR cllehdd & HAIN
AT &1 3ANET F ST/T, Tg7 3eleher IA-3R 3RTUfaAT 71 v Sier-ar RIg & &2 el @7 & 7R
F oY 3T TET W AT HT TR &l

@I, Yoltate g el & HATDT {oehlelel &l HIAA T &1 STel, SiaTed, ST, Whotel, 92, AT, e, I,
AT, A, AR, HEEPR, TgT dh fh FsT- T $& FAROT & AT ART §1 3H 3HJed ofleld HT Fad
99T IR TTeRoT &1 Yollare Heae gear HI 75 X @ ol

AIERT, goflate A T MWOT SR @l &1 Holgdl Teh YR AT Jdll §] Holgl R IeA alal & 39el
STET o 81 AT Ig & 6 e 30 Uik F J9ar §, Safdh Hoigy Thsl |

ar, [Aeed T §? IRURE 3 Tg & b WHR 3cUGd & ATA! 1 Foall aX AR HITTEAT T
glelifeh, TG HclVoleich Tdehod FEI o@TdT| TG HSIGI I Yot & I[eFAl & FIHR & JAHAT H Feel &l
gl TE GUR A g1 Tehell §, olfehed Taciachl w1g1 §1 ST 37elldl, T fdshed THR &I 9gd A AfFd &ar
&1 39 ARFT FT gEUANT g Tl B

T 3T fadhed Ig ¢ T Aoiqy Fad e @reel & #Alfers 3§ 3R 3TAT &1 gatred Y| # 39t gelr
el ThT §, Afhed Tg FIg AAF &1 &1 AT F A §97 WTET g & o Aigy A arg f S
et gl a fAaifd yathl & #eg ¥ Te 3¢IH Il Foh ol

S AT TH XA foig I YeRid o | Fa§ FAgeaqol Tl H FHIQIl T g1 Higard Hgehrl HiATHAT
&1 #u g, fo@d 80,000 & 31fteh HAsigy HRXA &1 ey iATTAT Asfher, fher, qarsar, #AMe 3N &g
3T FEQU FAI &1 T H GURATKS HiT Ueh YTell, Th Tl deh IR Tk faeafdedred st e &1 3
g 68 a§ & Hdca # § AR 3eFH 9gd IS-H T W ¢ Aol & 3 Alfeh &l

gilar X A SH TG & HS 3T dlhdiiad 3¢IH §l AR H o, ol H AT ST IofITel HGHRT
afAfa s 36TA ¢, [SEH gaRl ASiqY dishdie §9 @ HH A 2

3, S8 I g3H 3R fsad qg S 3w dfAfaar o §1 dfeet 38 e & 3cgH Jef
Tolal-oldl S 3o¢ HEAITUT ATclaRoT felam|

ST ASGY AU 3GIH N YU TIT A g, dl Hs diol dGeld &1 3EY FaaAar a1 g g1 HA-
qTaRT FERAT g1 AvHar & gl 81 3RUA g g Siid ¢ ¥R HARbel gl Sl g1 Ty
qeROT & iy GFEAT QT &, FERR Tg Al 1 GHIROT &1 T T TEHfA AT @ ¥, ey
TATST Y & 8T g gl

S SHIGR el ST A€ oIS, 39 € qehafa o e e gfadiy & Asigyh @ 3emA SEr i
Al I §H T 95N TANS Fo & [T A & §, dl Ig ATl Ageaqul & & gAR @87 3 g
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IH-aBE dod AF F1H & "ei & a7 787 axar
Afeerer e,

FAT FHAN T odig & 70 A1 90 ©¢ FIH FAT AMRU?
Afdre FT? AT HATd F 39 G F fAv aRaR & @y
\." AT A8 faer aiffe? 3 39 959 F & 39 FHIN &
- Th-cllsth JolH T FoIfad fham &, S gog 8 o1 o9 HiTha
& forT fAserar § af U9 8 &of & ;X dlic grar g1 IR & &
§Y 3@ dicauey 3R i 39 FhaT I I3 W@d &1 WS

& LT H AT F AW AT TRe @1 ST &7 2

AfFT FaT FIRr Y e FEmfee uoh Sg 8?2 &
Scdreshel % Foeh Hel W AR el § a1 Al & Afedus woaf? Far G 3 Ay
gl a1 gRaes ARt & 9fd IS s ¢ [Wel? IR IRames dee Gt &1 o1 § dr Rl
FHART FT IRAR F AT TAT AT TR FT AG? 3cUIGHdT FIT had 30 W AR § & Fla Faar
¢ FH HIAT g7

ATl Helel &1 §, H & 9T 3R 38 FF & Y 3 AT & Siiaed & Iid| Fa1 g7 @ wisfeea
THBI AT AT GA THBI 1?2 gTeT & & STl TF & WS HAT T AT 45 &1 g # FIfSTH 3NTC
¥ A &1 TS| doTef® H ST FS IR o B35 H w7 37 A Hog g i TR WS §| A gIiedee
& FIfSdiionee 3. A fomd § v 30 g &1 3WaERS #cg § gh-ast dod a1 3Ede 59T ¢l
3R oIl A & deh Gl ol Al ded Al Sean €1 $S TCIEIH o=l W TRAIC @ & b T=A1d gl
ST &1 3meT e & Fel gY et oued @ &1 W A Sliael geel oferer g1 7 Wl & §A, o Ao
F, o aRAR & fAT F#7g| FAIs AGAN F d¢ TH-aBH dJeld & AT F$ 3f & IN eada -
Aedlg I T IR A | 3oglad IJg THSTA P AT fr & FH R IR BT & FA-Oeag
TERT HAUIRGT A G, F@EY AN IS 3cued s g SHe, sfetdlsd, dfceH, S,
siteform, ST 3fE & & AR & TH-ae® Fdolet & AT I§ A §1 AU F A Ig A § 6
Ig PN IAT Y 91 HNaRddH H HH AT gl

T Sted 7 2005 FH TEABIS 8T AT H Fgl A1 &F 3R 3 M e & iy e &, ar w=r &
agmma’rﬁaﬂsrmﬁw?’mw%%ﬁ-«usmw&g«ﬁ HIH & "l W & 51, dfeh
HHAART &I 0T HR HH & fdT o ) A IR gl 81 SIe AR H1 A v IR 9 A
s, JEUT & 39 U8T W AR Sdl § [ FAary FI 3R J& Rom A, FRITAT FT ardiaiol FhRIcHS
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g o g4 Ig AT WIRT fF g e A @ WA H1T @ F Fepdl gl N T, gt
3R Shaa & ufa c@arer 1 Tfieavr & Sfiiaa 3R 3cueehdr & TR T THRIcHS @ TahdT gl

i El .il I El égé Date: 28-01-25

$-FIHAA: TS fAgH ST™

HRAT AT g0 (AETH) o gl # $-FAT &7 & v
feenfadet &1 #F@ler Y frar &1 ST FT IE FeH
Taea A9 § R 0¥ gHw #F Somr amr ¥ o9 dw A
3ifeTerige G 9gd T ITFAR & 96 W g1 5 feanfadat
T 36627 SUAFAT 3R 3T Faurent T RIar gy &= gl
3o ANfaAl T FHE-FEEl A R e 7 AffeT Farear
Tq faame 7 ofAe W g1 AR HE T FE serd farmer
Hhd A W@ 8l 38 SRUT Ig g 6 aifvisy ud 3T
HATT ThoTglel $-hiAd oifd IR el # Sfer § 3R fhergrel
=0 3ifad T AET I T B 39 RE, T dF Th AH Alfd AP IR AT g1 ATl de Ik d3sed
EART RN fernfadel &1 F1E FAY Aded AET I AT SHETH Teh TATT TEAT § ST 3T ATHT,
e TF Al [AdoT FHATAT o IENATT HH Il gl $-PIHAT aifad fer 3 37T ar 3 Ganfarcerm #
e IRERIAT 3T ST

3 AT EAfAdell W -HHAT 3T H WAl & ALY deh 391 gfafhar & &1 Moo #5 a5t &
e RAffie FRIE yg I 3T g1 el 997 3icasa Susr a1 Arhetad & S dlel P didT
%5 fforadl Suslt @ 3rerer @1r 81 38 g, geacl NUIRT Tehel &5 He -HIAY HUA F FHH HA H
1 g AT FYAT (STCIC ATAT TETTe dTell ST ¥ fSeshel e g1 &1 forrem, Ig 3T gem
fo fqenfaded # s @l RAfauant &1 I @ Sv| 388 S-HAY FRIOR # o6l HUa Bdr 4
YA T I STagRT & FRI&TT ol H F&TH g1 Fehall|

AR # $-HAT FT R 137 3R Slok Eel & AW gl 3T & S-HAT ToR & 2025 3 2030 &
T 20 i Wehae iy &X & o T Al @ HUST IR qGle T AT gl SNHSTH o TI-Heleld &
for aAdler fGenfader IR ava aod 38 e &X & T A w@r g1 Psew o 3@ fhar 7 susiedr
et Ud favary & g H YT g arelr gt o garen A ¥ 5@ A@G H e =wOl arer gfSeanror
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SE fohar I Bl g W-goeRie ey @ S SRl AR aiee goteRe @RoT enffer fee e §
Yol WU H S-HAT UGl & [T gga Iequreld FihaIl 1 dTeled Hel SIEL M| o9 HRISR
AR AT fashdi3il & Fafta IRl (Farsd)) i g ae, 3cug ghaeudr, [Oshdr & §us g &
STy, H3f RAURel & fdv $RER & FAE 3T GARTT Her 3fe affe g1 S weal & yedr
fw arv § 399 weg @ gy & fow @Y dag i giaur a9 wEwr 7 et & v e gl @R
3CUEl % A9l W HI 3cHold A I SATRRAT AR JHAAST Tolchid & AH HT foh AT AUrsT
YATATYOT g1 HebeTl ¢

3 U F HAY TR I T Gl & & AF Th Bl BEy F W g oo @ g F gewr &7
950 3R& SfeR Iga1 1 eTATT ofdT T AT AT| 3o 3Hiehsl ¥ FUSC § fo S # $-HAY 817 F fAv HRER
e I AN FHIEGAT §, TR FeXele AR TAEH & Secl 96T @ 30 &9 & v 37l goer &1 a1
gl S-hAT & A HAAHBT FETET oA BeAl AMGT ollfeh SHH HRIGX A dlell FhSAT I Ioldlolel d
S5 A& STACr # FET BHA T3 3 FRIGRT H SAGIR FIEHT FHSAT &1 Gaxr &1 # A &
R AT W@l & fIv TR 3R RAuRet alal & Ty AoaR i Her @igr| 368 hishe TR
3R A St HAl W Icural S IOt FiART Hel, 3cUlG U A ol @ A 3R e &
I3 Acal ¥ Jg & § BAuea # Imant gl FeHAr § odvd W R @ f wed e Rama o
9T & 3URT AN A & AT U wET FAIERT TEAT FT TS geAr ARV $H HEAT & I fAFAT @
Jooltel el dTell SHISAT HT &f3d el o AHFR a1 AfRv| _Affies Al v Wy fAamT ganr
dIR FRT 9T SRl § HRIGRT GIRAT3MT AT A orstel 3R o el s Jg gl & rgurered awrd
o7 & T Tk VWG &7 HT [Aprd FAAd 819 [9Fe amaeh GHEa=T g W@ E

Live
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AT Higar amy
L

3IWES H FA ALTRSE Gl HT 1] glell g Hecdqul URade &, o W @A & fAei-gfelr giafsar
T@eE g1 7 dF 5§ @fear & wede diewar § R T Al swEs & geaEd o i ael @
FHAAR T AT ARG TlRdT & ded Al & R & AR & garr § 3R 3@ [Far & a#her g 7
gl TsT A e @l uAl & fAv sgfaare W gfaey o fear amm ¥ 3R afeat @ Oqs d@ufaat o @@
ISR Y I s g1 SfR &, 3 afear & < & S Ul @ Y dwe 3R AR aRer i R
fFreRft <o & 37eft 3maT gl TUsT U €, ST fRdT & foRe TROT H A@A AR dfedr S Fr Farig
I W &1 3H AT H THGEH WHEN G- FEH @ W §, A S AgT| gGorar H &S 40 g, S
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HETHEIH I AT Hl gared deblel TG ¥ 3R F3E @ AT digar ar AT & &l & 3d §, W
HRAT T ITRES H G- $H eerdiiFes gihar & a6 G@igdr o far am=m g

R EiqemeT AT o Tg WA @ AT TR Th o G A HAW AERE Higar W HgATT SAah
3R IS o Fg YBIATT A & ¢l Higar H Fl AT & farg, fOUEd, HRO-ANT 3N 3T R A
& foT gae @At &1 aieeusr 61 78 g1 39 R o et & safea 1 e Shawandt & Shfad &=
% qE AEN FA B AT AL & Swal| AW A gt A o vefE Ay e are e S §, W
SEAHT FTefel & A @ =l W TS AN & T§ Aigcl AR o Fehell g1 38 IFoqdeqs FAW & o
AP AR A Thel faare & P & AR 3o¢ 50 FRAT & HIS Wb A TSI I¥AT H, 39 Ffear @
AT T =T & F Fhaur gl 5T F$ T Gaw a=ar g, aF Afene & it garfsa gl 8
3 HfUeER AR FEest F o S §, 3 aE diear Afgenst AR IRkA H e 9 S #
AT 1 38 F@Rar @ AV g Fewm AR vw faaw @ e Imard WAl @ § fa-sa
ROIREARIT &I Gofihd FIT 379 3ifAard g1 I g1 foa-s ReleaRa @ der st & off gufc & et
geh | faarg 3R 38F W o Redl & geeid ek & 0@ guR H ST Q 4o A Jggd A o @ 8
drfeh gl e QMo & ST ST Heh|

3RS & AEGAN o 3 & o1 § 6 GAE AERe Afiear deHa FACT H F FiuHs 39
Tl AR A FAE HOER & HoyArE AT I g aedd #, 3@ wfear @ goren, sgiaarE,
faarg, oiet ool 3MME AT HI U oRe & Aol ST Fohatl &1 3, 3H AieaT & I STlollicar Hr
3T T@T AT ¢, o 56 NS AT AR 3ERAT T GAST S Fehal | O9 (g Seremiaar # o
HY & WY SETEhAT 99 § AR 98 o v A SAEr fAae A arell HoFEA FA gE I W I
FHS o g1 1 3T 99 IRERT & 781, gar IRart Hr s Bl

Date: 28-01-25
FY THe FT THAM g A8l +JAqH GAST e
feary vafiTe 9iheR, Sy

gorrd 3R gREmom & da @Al der w oSl e Sant &7 AERUT A g WER A
ST & 1A & d6 Werglel arqd o T a1 g1 A Hood WeR § 7 gean @Al
HAed (TATEYN) $T IRE ARG @ ¢l I§ AN 75 gl & AR 2020-21 F FHAE & Th AT &
farer- geeler & irer off I8 AT QiR 38 A fohdlreT Hareat & AT STgr I8 #Fen IfAary e
T &, GE Toleiae ariedt & i ol sHH Sa W A "gATa Seiar f@ WY ¥ grenifen,
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g% fhdleadel & d-alis S TI5¢ g1 ¢, W Uod o asf 7 $i¥ &7 7 3nv s dhe
T &W, ar F§ AT IS o FE ST s

T O AT A, S AN 3riegaedr gedl a1 R 3T & FROT A A IR W E, HEE )
SAH TEY SACT AR G ¥ A R 3% A F FA IS ¥, afew Peat AR SeEy & @
HiARTAAT o 5¢ 715 g1 Aed 3N I-HN rdegaean # 3@ 1 FAT 3 § Weh-fraeT «©
Al B IR 96 18 ¥ gHifY, Uoe g vt & wider #eiey H1 o dEar # w9 6.8
3 H g g5 1 sAHT HAT TE g & P 9fa a3 A welr g 71 Rufy @ & &
9 TF P F PV Aol X &, P FAt & @ ool B g W g3 ¢ AR W qw
ay & gfa forae 3mg & ardr PRmae ¢Jr 18 81 313 adid ¢ & 2017-18 3R 2022-23 & &=
fornareit 1 3mdAeen & gfay 2.9 BrEdr T T IS §1 SR Jefm 2004-05 3R 2011-12 & &=
fopaT=it BT 3T # gS WA 7.5 BHA A aRdfa g § H, O Ao @ A, TR 2011-
12 & 2022-23 & SRIT Thar=ll T 3HTHACA THRS T Ffcrrd ATell=ll H eI & 9 ¢ a8 oo
IR G T Y TGR G FIGd §3T &1 FgT d & @mer 2016-17 & Joietl # 8, 59 TWHR
o fohdrel @1 A QT X T "o v fl, ATl dr adide e # 0.8 hred
Il T & @ AT 8 S| ST §, FAR fowialdl o R ek § R @ &

B I AT H IAR-UGT AR Ted WA ST6T GH AT §, T8I HA Bl Thide HEI,
faRIwehy STor 3R STefieT 1 Ted Furadn o el I T AT F @ §1 Y, @l ToR H
fagarioat @ 991 dEa & ok T A [FaEl & JU-A1Y SRAPRT & [T dol o Hiper aar
feam &)o@ fharel f WA §g IS 1 G & A, FREE W F F ST FoT g3 & AR
Jefdg  9Radd & FROT SR-ER @ART @ dfEe I g
SHITH SR & HROT 3ol AEIT $3 T[T §¢ IS &l 37 FATIBN § IR 9 & v iy a7 &
g3 At fAaer fr sd gl

Y AfdAt & Faet & v smaEee iR JER Hradr F gram qoel Hifd H1$ e @ g
gl Fg dl #$ 37 it & o gafad g1 Oar et fashrasdier ot & o glar & 3R fasfaa et
# o e & fov, Ui dg & wh qen HN HAfd g, Sefe @RS d gratceAw | 3@ARS
A A TASA Heg & SRR A GohR AT HEHcAl & 3Har ST AR 377 qerT 3cure o 3T &

Seterel, @ wATHd & AIRE o A G- AR @ ST TAEAEN BT FHAT TN g Hevel|
glelifeh, @9 Ig o & T vATED & HAlgEr dF # GUR &I GWhR &, WHA giolaT Bell H SHHT
M of 3R sTehr sl AT FF @R | Torgrer, THTAYr & degd Jf¥e & 31¥e el $i
Tlig gl WRV| $HS AY & Fod 70T, Tcieh T WAl IR ARSI AR AT 317

8



AFE > www.afeias.com | 9
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (28-Jan-25)
q St At & o sgarg gled wifev| Wel- fohdrel & RS sl & fov doaar & I e
gl T folcTell ST §, 3ol &1 3R §, I WX haml 1 RAr Ao el |



