&
AFE ) www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (25-Jan-25)

A . i "
THE TIMES OF INDIA Date: 25-01-25

Articles Of Freedom

Court response to artworks reminds us what'’s constitutional
TOI Editorials

Art gallery DAG, from whose exhibition two MF
Husain paintings were seized following a plea in a
Delhi court alleging ‘religious sentiments hurt’, plans
to pursue “legal remedies against complainant for
false and mala fide accusations”. It signals an
appetite for a robust defence of art, and freedoms as
enshrined in the Constitution. The court didn’t allow
a case to be filed, but the very fact it allowed a
seizure of the paintings is the core problem. The
trope of ‘obscenity’, coupled with ‘religious
sentiments hurt’ are tools of individual peeves seeking state interference. Courts are guardians of
people’s constitutional rights. To that end, regardless of the subject of art or its depiction, framing of any
such miffed complainant’s plea must be in terms of Articles 19 and 21 - fundamental rights guaranteeing
freedom of expression and right to liberty unambiguous in their breadth.

Oct last, Bombay HC ordered Customs to release Souza’s works, seized in 2023, saying, “Every nude
painting or every painting depicting some sexual intercourse poses cannot be styled as obscene.” Husain,
a Padma Shri (1966), Padma Bhushan (1973) and Padma Vibhushan (1991), was forced to leave the
country following death threats. The state failed to protect him. The intrinsic value of his art remains
undimmed. Police found nothing to merit an FIR in DAG’s exhibition of Husain’s work. But the complaint
survives even if the “offence” is not actionable legally.

The challenge before HCs is training subordinate courts that are quick to apply sharp narrow lines of
criminal code, whether IPC or now BNS, to crack down on forms of expression - art, cinema, music,
books, theatre. Subordinate courts can often be as moralistic as complainants. But courts are not private

durbars. Individual moral codes must be left at the gates. Inside a courtroom, the canvas can only be that
of the Constitution - Articles 19 and 21.
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Our Republicans Missing in Action

ET Editorials
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Tomorrow, like on every Republic Day, there will be much speechifying about ‘the world’s largest
democracy’ and the ‘sacred text’ that is the Constitution. But if you let the rhetoric cool a bit and let facts
do the talking, we may be looking the other way to avoid being caught looking uncomfortable as a
democratic nation. PRS Legislative Research’s annual report, “The Annual Review of State Laws’ for 2023
released last year, shows that state assemblies met for 23 days in 2023. As many as 12 states met for less
than 100 hrs that year. 44% of all bills were passed on the day of introduction or the very next day, giving
debates a short shrift. In 2002, a committee set up to review the working of the Constitution
recommended that houses of state legislatures with less than 70 members should meet for at least 50
days in a year, and other houses meet for at least 90 days.

Parliament doesn’t fare much better. The 2024 winter session functioned for 43 hrs 27 mins with a
productivity of 40.03%. Maybe the Narayana Murthys and Subrahmanyans should give our MLAs and
MPs some advice on work culture. When legislative bodies fail to meet, sessions are adjourned, bills are
rushed through, public trust erodes. No amount of ‘voter turnout’ stats can sweeten this missing hand.

It is reasonable for voters to expect that their elected representatives show up for work in Parliament
and assemblies, engage in meaningful debate and discussion, and address issues critical to public welfare.
Instead, executive absenteeism has been rationalised and normalised. Lok Sabha speaker Om Birla
recently shared his concern over the declining number of sittings of legislative bodies and disruptive
tendency of frequent adjournments. We should be concerned, too.
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Further south

Archaeologists must look for more iron-specific sites in the south India
Editorial

The Iron Age in India has been a subject of fascination and discussion. In the rest of the world, the Iron
Age succeeded the Copper-Bronze Age or bridged the gap between the Bronze Age and the Early Historic
period. But the situation in India is different: when the region north of the Vindhyas belonged to the pre-
iron Chalcolithic or Copper Age, the south, with over 3,000 sites, was associated with iron. Many
archaeologists have, generally and conservatively, placed the Iron Age to be in the second millennium
BCE. Given this backdrop, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin’s recent statement, that the origin of iron
in the State could be traced to the first quarter of the fourth millennium BCE, is significant as this pushes
the antiquity of iron further. After excavations in the mid-Ganga Valley of Uttar Pradesh about 25 years
ago, early evidence of iron technology was dated to 1800 BCE. But now, the work in Sivagalai in Tamil
Nadu, which was carried out between 2019 and 2022, has made authorities attribute the introduction of
iron in the country to the early part of the fourth millennium BCE, even though the period of 2500 BCE-
3000 BCE is taken as a mid-range value. This forms the highlight of a study by the State Department of
Archaeology (TNSDA), titled “Antiquity of Iron: Recent radiometric dates from Tamil Nadu”. The TNSDA
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had the scientific dating results of its study validated by renowned institutions such as the Beta Analytic
laboratory in the U.S. Mr. Stalin’s observation was made keeping the findings in mind. Early this month,
he announced a $1-million prize scheme for deciphering the script of the Indus Valley Civilisation.

The work by the TNSDA should spur new thinking with regard to the strategies to be adopted by
archaeologists who are working on the Iron Age of India. They may have to look for more iron-specific
sites than copper-cum-iron sites, which will save time, energy and resources. Even though the Tamil
Nadu government supports research projects on a wide range of themes in other States, the TNSDA has
its constraints with regard to territorial jurisdiction. This underscores the need for complementing Tamil
Nadu’s efforts with those of other southern States. The Archaeological Survey of India should take the
initiative of bringing the entire southern region under a common fold and enabling well-designed and
coordinated work. After all, the idea is to share available resources and expertise in the country to arrive
at more reliable findings. At a time when certain forces are increasingly using history and culture as
powerful instruments to pursue their political agenda, credible and concrete evidence on the antiquity of
the country will naturally put to rest any claim based on baseless assumptions.

AT CH-IdH & TN AT Tl T ok &
HUGHT

o $o avl # &g IR ToT TWHRT & TFAlS BT TAETHS STHAAT ToT=, IRGRIAT ol 3R FSerR
GeH A H dgoliel AT &har &1 g ot i ggurel 3R 3o 4 Wi gordel sEe fSeladr
a:mmﬁaﬁﬁammamsﬂﬁanﬁwmml%ﬁﬁmmﬁmwg&nﬁmatrl
e UsAl A el TR & Jar HRRRAT o Ferer ASAT Wrerwdl T GIT H Flofdck HIH Hlel dTel
YgTle R §U AHAISTH - HE{fech AT SIS | TFH Aol F Thel TG Gfotal & HAoAsteie o3 & forv
Al IeqET g1 ool & & v ey & e wftewor & gar smsvew el @ wng ik dearse
ofddl & JIRT WHRT FTHT H s AMBIABT & FHool T T H Thel TAET h1| aar AwH 7 TH
FYIR FIS T 3euice T, ToTdeh dgd HIg o TfFd Fefel-cqaedm ¥ Faltd Heral & v 3el &
Gl T Wl §| Follcdh WER o T TERT AT T AMHAT & Feol & T 7 W & 99 YE e
g1 fogr a o AN 3k sageias e & SIRT ash & scaa Far §1 339 T & 80% g SHT
faare & HROT gich WY &1 SToAcm @1 8 3T Tt & T 31T AT gram|
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dE Wed & AT oRT & Fasd @ o= FdesT

7. e g, WuAS), Agiar giftuced )

HRA &1 e F 27% GEAeRr Jamsit & g, Sigl & 9ig H T

safea fheit & 3R g7 e g gar g1 fSieel & qay 3

’Hll ‘ Gh HFEX ‘godl ol A AT g1 dfhd 30 AT IAEN T

- : &n Al o WA 3 § S 9woT @ Qgw AT (TR 3R

+ e _,‘ SISl gotat/Arerdn), dAfel gerdi FI STAATA, HAGTHS Taeg asdr

AT, AT IR goaa Gedt qenfaar g ag 37 o §, S«

gAY Sligeliell Ushed @ dcol Sl 8, FIfh §H R & HeJMHeA

I SR R B g Sl @ ey 3meig 3K 9AaX #EN gt FoR Shige 6
AR S g

ETTAT T Il Toldl ¢ foh RRIaear & cgdgR &1 A ga&hl H 33% & SIEr Sar 3R 79 4
Ugl Bl dlell oamstaT 60% Hidl & g1 Tehcl g1 R & a3l &H SHANES, gIgUReer, Hlerr, $a¥ 3R
7ed T Sl TaeT HAEAS & o&T0T fo@ @ &1 37 dgormdl @ Hhdd Aol § fh STe d& #Rd & gar
391 AT FOT T AT FT U, TS dh 3ooh AHA AR SATer AT SR 3T Tohll &, 59 Afsher
foreT| 3 @aX g § o YT §EACTT & S TSIeT I Tolel ST Hebcll §| FAT AT I YE3NA H Jarsit
AWM A5 FAdea g :

1. S : 3ot GEe & [T FET, 3eoT AEHd el & TU SArA #Y| Sseguusit & 3 Jdld § i
I 75% AR ST SATH Agl axd, o [ g%Fd H 150-300 el aem Afigul Jomar AR
At & ged W1 &1 SA@HA 80%, ST 2 AYAT HT AMEH 90% 3R HTX &1 WA 33% o HA g
THaT &1 3M3ceR B Telet ¥ o Afeass @1 wareey 3 dras 7 &/7ar dgaX & &, g 3 3ma
¢, G & aTel YT HT H1 TG ¢ AR Hawg dAT A FHA @l gl

2. ed Faren @ qid RaEE fv A arelr e b amarard s g A gdlcHiRd @ I B
e B3 ¥ A 10-Aee & Belladl & 9 3o 30l o ReecT ser R i ga F ST fFrwolr gy a8 §
oo f9ar Shaed & aRader o 3Ea &1 dfhad a3 TaTy 3ed §ollet H HBoIdT & g9 37 HROT
7€ T & o & 98 93 8T 0T W Ad § T W N A Wbae §oflel H Je ofd &1 9= Fnfaar
TR | FATad STamsil & UgHeIR] 3dd foU AT S| ‘godl TSR JUAU, IS TIELT 6l BIdl-
BT el ¥ U eeTadl a0 |
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3. ‘HhE FET F Fo AT : AFH, Hal, he Arael 3N 3o HHG e Fgelld §, FAifh FeTohl TeASHIAS
goag (Tl Wie 9ery 1 Wi & 916 soI5 PR & qGe1 T &THAT) ST Bl ¢ 3R 98 sefs IR T
sols RN Sl & dGoidl §1 SHHN Adeld g o6l [ S U g OIS &1 30 W &I & 6 3o fhw &0
H 3R foraar @1 ® g1 9IRA H 9T 50%-60% SFTRIAT 1 T 318¢ A

4, doE FT YU € : T F TA HRFA §, ST SHHT HPEA el W@ 3T & S 8,
Sraar g 77 Flre I@d WAl o AT doh dad iR 30% AT & ST TFUeR ¥ IR
afhar3il & Srem T §1 S8 IFd AR @l har qguﬁ, 397 e A AR oar & gk ST
HEAT g1 Tehell &1 Tg TA: JaAIT & 3eleteh glel drell Hidl &l TG 5T HROT T b §, AT Hl T
A & v Ty #ie, die, I R ARES Aifd S alie Alse &

5. AT YA : SHA 36 &7 @ YRR AATAT, eadfeT AR et o1 FAQL ghar &, o ad sgfoleT &
i gARY GaceTferar Sgar &Y &, soig WX &d g § 3K 799 RTen & 3d Bear &1 398 feamr
T IYA-GUST HT Hiche AT AT ST §1 30 Aok & FFHF & AR DIe=it & @y g7 Sa= v el
AT & 3T A ¥ ofig W oA &1 e eRR S & IRT @e Sk T §1 garawdr #F we-ws
g T T HFIAT MATF &1 ThdT g, olfched IAd SR AT HEd g1 defell ANRU| siig HT FAl- A=
UT 8 8¢ T A sile- ag H THR fFANRST & e & Toholl ¢l
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