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Moh, Maya & Mewa

Pilgrimages are giant earners. India’s multiple pilgrimage sites offer states plenty of
business

TOI Editorial

Twin forces, liberalisation and religiosity, made the pilgrim’s progress to
religious tourism a short walk. Austerity and hardship on pilgrimages are
hoary concepts, almost totally replaced by comfortable religious tourism -
if you're okay with wintry dips at a Kumbh, risk a crush at a temple site, or
are ready to brave a landslide or two in the Himalayas. An abundance of
pilgrimage sites lie scattered countrywide, and it is the exuberant plurality
of Hinduism that makes no single pilgrimage a must-do or rank above any
other. Where you go is on you (in so many ways, actually). Will it be the
chardhams - Puri in the east, Rameshwaram (south), Dwarka (west) and
Badrinath (north) - or the 12 jyotirlingas that’ll take you to 8 states? Are
holy-dips like Kumbh and Gangasagar your thing, or maybe one of the 80+
temple towns? It could be that one stop of all things ancestry & karma - Gaya or modernites might stick
to Belur, Shirdi or Auroville. Goddesses call too - then it's Jammu’s Vaishno Devi or Assam’s Kamakhya or
one of over 50 other sites. Upshot - bucket lists of pilgrimages can be as long as you want.

The 45-day Kumbh, defined by astrological timing (once in 12 years) and locations (4), began yesterday
with over 1lcr estimated to take the holy dip. Also a Makar Sankranti annual pilgrimage, Bengal’s
Gangasagar witnessed 65L rolling visitors by govt estimate. Administrations have always organised the
gargantuan events like clockwork, largely glitch-free - a feat remarkable given the inefficiency baked into
day-to-day governance India-wide. From infra to medical and communication centres, drinking water
and sanitation, security to transport and parking, everything is geared to hosting and shepherding people
- loudspeakers exhorting people along the riverbank to keep walking - crowds paced to flow like the
river. Even airports turn indulgent, allowing small bottles of ‘ganga’ water, packaged by pilgrim-site
business ecosystem. With a budget of about X6.9k cr, Kumbh authorities are expecting a revenue of X25k
cr from rentals, taxes and sale of worship essentials, flowers and prasad. Luxury hotels are expected to
earn 6k cr.

Fact is, any pilgrim site attracts tens of thousands of devotees through the year, and up to lakhs on special
days. And govts wait eagerly. One man’s god is another’s financial activity - nowhere does it ring truer
than during India’s massive religious spectacles. It is one reason why the attempt over the last decade-
plus to convert a decentralised Hinduism into a more monolithic religion gets checked. As they say, moh
the maya, better the bottom line.
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Soak It Up

If we are going to use more and more groundwater, we need to put more rainwater
underground

TOI Editorial

India got abundant rain in 2024’s monsoon, but saved less water underground. Latest data shows a slight slip
from 2023, when groundwater recharge was estimated at 449bn tonnes, or 45 times the capacity of Bhakra
Dam’s reservoir Gobind Sagar. The drop amounts to just about 2bn tonnes and wouldn’t matter if we weren’t
such a groundwater-dependent country. But our cities have spread horizontally by swallowing tanks, ponds and
local streams, and now their vertical rise depends on the water underground. Rising agricultural yields also
mirror the falling water table. In fact, 2024’s reduced groundwater recharge largely resulted from increased
groundwater extraction for agriculture in Punjab, Haryana and western UP. So there can be no letup in
groundwater recharge, especially when the nature of rainfall has changed.

Old-timers remember the monsoon as a time of long, steady and frequent wet spells. Now, there are fewer wet
days and more bouts of very heavy rain. Scientists blame global warming. They say warmer air holds more
moisture for longer, so when it dumps it, the result is a deluge. New data from US govt’s Climate Prediction
Center shows 2024 had the highest recorded ‘extreme’ rainfall events although the year’s overall rainfall was
27th lowest in the past 46 years.

Rainfall alone does not recharge groundwater but it takes care of about two-thirds of the replenishment. Govt
data shows that India averages 3,880bn tonnes of precipitation — rain and snow — yearly, of which only 436bn
tonnes, on average, is absorbed by the ground. So, increasing rainwater harvesting should be a national priority.
Dams are costly, ecologically destructive and controversial. Distributing the water they hold through canals and
pipelines is also expensive. Letting water soak into the soil, the way nature intended, is wiser.
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BRICSEEIIU, Finding Purpose in Heft

ET Editorial

BRICS is now BRICSEEIIU, and it’s sturdier for it. Indonesia’s full membership into BRICS+ last Monday is
an opportunity for strengthening multilateralism. With the world’s most populated country, and No. 2 and No. 4
nations, in the club, quantity does translate into geopolitical quality. It strengthens the hand of member
countries like India that have served as a bulwark against BRICS morphing into an ‘anti-West” forum. This
means seeking and pursuing a ‘free and active’ foreign policy intent on balancing alliances and partnerships
with new opportunities.
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Unlike China and Russia, both major players and UNSC permanent members, or new members with major
leverage such as leading oil and gas producers Iran and the UAE, India, Brazil, South Africa and Indonesia have
no axe to grind with G7 countries. Their interest lies in developing access to funding, technology and trade
opportunities. Spanning across the globe, this quartet within the current decet can work collaboratively to
balance players with clearer geopolitical and geoeconomic interests and agenda. They can also ensure that
BRICS serves as the forum for countries that are big enough to matter, but lack the leverage to make their voice
count. Given its diversity spanning the economic spectrum, India can anchor the quartet not as counterpoint
within BRICS but as the compass — GPS, if you will — keeping the group true to its purpose.

The emerging quartet should leverage this partnership beyond BRICS to multilateral and plurilateral fora. This
should allow the growing intergovernmental organisation to emerge as an ambitious yet pragmatic voice that
serves to articulate the needs of developing countries as they balance growth and development with other global
challenges.

THE HINDU

Date: 14-01-25

Indians abroad

Absence of opportunities remains the main driver of migration
Editorial

At the inauguration of the 18th edition of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) last week, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi described the Indian diaspora as India’s “ambassadors to the world”, having “seamlessly
assimilated” into the local society, served the community, and contributed to India’s growth and prosperity. The
strength of the India-origin community worldwide of over 35 million — about 15.85 million NRIs and 19.57
million PIOs, who are foreign nationals — is their ability to adapt and thrive in different fields, including in
politics, where Indian-origin people have become leaders of more than 30 other countries. Where they retain
their Indian passports, the diaspora is known for its distinguished services in many professional spheres. The
PBD’s purpose is to celebrate this success and discuss issues of importance; President Droupadi Murmu handed
out about 27 Pravasi Bharatiya Samman awards. The event, which was first held in 2003, is organised around
January 9, when Mahatma Gandhi returned to India from South Africa in 1915. The latest event, held in
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, brought more than 3,000 delegates from across 70 countries, with much of the focus on
how the diaspora can help in developing India (Viksit Bharat programme).

The achievements of the Indian diaspora are, no doubt, a matter of pride for all Indians, but it is important that
the event is not limited to a simple self-congratulatory or laudatory exercise. The issues for the diaspora,
particularly for those who are still Indian nationals, are more acute now. The increase in far-right populist
governments, particularly in the West, is making visa and entry conditions for Indians more difficult, and it is
important for the government to address such issues. Intractable global conflicts, especially in West Asia where
more than nine million Indians live and work, are also putting lakhs of Indians in peril, and the PBD
engagement would benefit from discussions between the community on how best to increase awareness and
enhance safeguards for them. Given the broad spread of the diaspora, it is necessary to ensure that India’s ties
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with its diaspora be inclusive, and non-partisan on political issues. Recent actions by the government to deny or
revoke OCI cards for those perceived to be critical of the government bely this necessity. Above all, it is
important to acknowledge that one of the biggest drivers of Indians migrating is the lack of economic

opportunities within India. While there are no easy fixes for this, the loss to India of some of its most talented
people must be counted, even as the country celebrates their incredible success and impact on the global stage.
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FY & FATaRaE SHd F F& JAS sEACa

TG

¢FY o el T & A W ol Hgl 3T Yoh & gl Helrsl, Mefols 3N TAAT 7T W ARG FHeal dr
aId B §l VT FRAG B FHIGAT § SAPN o7 P §U T o Tgell YR 37 AT & AR 31 arel
AT R T dglet AR 31w Ace §¢ e Fr & | 3ARST A FTHT §3u=T T HAT 30K TEr g ar A
I faFARAEr fifd W Ueh H@ o@El? & & Yool W AT el & dlSalel W AT FoRSel & [hieedled W
EId &Y I Pl HeIN? FHT & <79 I IARA FT-979T A 3R o0 g@ds 'A% 3@Rar Je 3@
3ictelet 3 TG &1 Afehed &1 TE gAAT 3 "Torgeht oIrdl (A1 da) Iqehr A @ Telel? T FHeArsT e
YT Hgsl AU 5 & % F5 ool 3ANH A faog & A ghnl fieels d Roraed #gsr
e FROT F §1 ARG & -[AeS 8% Aol G F 56 FEH I3 Hgels T HEEr 57 9N ¢ IR
gia cAfFd 3T R & 20 I (ARSI @ AN[N) | SHHAT FROT § TeT A TR Tfedel g Afas dfqeT |
Afthed et B Haeifaeh - HioaTRer HENFTAT &7 T gU 1 T Merels & aait & Farehedr fr e
3chal g1 SUHT Uee 3egiel 2008 H 3Ty FTArIAar I 3R RAEaR 2 Far) a8 o g9 § & = @t
Wﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ#%ﬂéﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁé&rﬁsﬂé@aﬁﬁ?an‘rag-mm’rﬁwmls@lﬁu
STTATS & HIY TAGer & o o HT §| TgT AT AIE dG F YA HAST I HEN| TAHAT IR FHeArsT A
¢Fg 3R 3w Ace T FT Wi WM FATST & &Thd ﬁﬁm#m%lwaﬁwq@m
FFgar §1 aRuifa difos ‘aceg = 7 gl ?
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HEHH & Tah
e

HIAGR T HIHsT Hell RS g1 7 iR Tg 30T 45 T oeh Telamm| Ig Hell Horeelleds &FHaT 3R
T AT FHAIET 1 AT & & g7 40 FA3 AT ggaer St ATk &7 § AsaAT T T 57 i
gl ST g7 81 Uge ot goE 9.30 &t & Uge & 60 A T dg 9ET Yoh A IR Il genErSre A I
3R I & 9faT T W A 3 Y foR| FHerelaR T ARt Fe HEifa & oo & 39 diws & IS
BT S B U FHE §| S I8 HEAT F o6l T GG Fell U IWUNOT A §| W AR &
SR S T HEH o AR W W el & IR I & Tl Tl &1 $S o1 0 3c0d I AT HleTd
g afes 3memae &1l 3PR To a1 R 898 & saar a91 31T AR #Aged & AT & ofdr § ar
I AT TG H AT FUR & ff Femraen Algg ¢

aEdd # Ig UROT HET AgT &1 B Hell S I8 W WHR HT AT Al 7 g1ifer & 75 FoAam wh
AT HHASINT P A&T0T §| ARG & JsT &TAdT g AfAd T g1 fae@e §7 & ¢@r Sw ar s
N I N & AT &TAABT # A0d AEAR el AT Tod FRAFINAT T PN HGeol Selled T HIH g
fhar T § e 5% AT ARa IR a=a F raf@sdr & 1 I 1970 31T 1980 & ek # $IRA &
g Sl EEOT & fU Yoide TRiR R ST &9 & U e w5 T eI H G| S 9
fAerger fAeer aman, e A 3 o ge i v yaralas Serg Sa$| s+ Jemar o S 3areor
FAR A &l $T THeAIN & g MAT e 9o g

T 3ofh HROT gARM FAAYAT F 3 T AT 3R et Foehy et # oo gaR A g3l
3FEY GoTH TIHR o Gad b FA, el AR e G arel ol @9 AT| Sl HEAIET 3H
g 1 gRARIT I § R Ao TRIAGAT aF & ¥ Useilian 3R e s gy & #
HAce A 3R 3TARh §TU ST ST TF| 5T THRAART & ITdd 96 [T ST @ & 6T A & & 38
HRAT U HT &THAT STl § Siafeh Sda O amemsit & @Faar # gy e & g fauw 3nidie &
3UAT BT F @Y A FEEA 35 A1 RAAT IR AT P g Tger drelr AR FAeansit
I QT A & T o1 WAl @ TG TR W A9 & gamq fwe o)

ool ot & 3 Ig g & 6 0@ AeEl A aedfas Uiy @ AeR fedr SUl WedR W AgTeheT
3UATST HI| 5TP FollT ST T & b AU el TRl T a8 STIATA fhAT FATT| 3807 & fow
3R A @l sEfAT wEIE Al {6 GERART #I sEA 3! AATAAT & FHROT AT IAT o @
WHR & 3T &3 H FH JIART ST TohdT g2 PR FUT A & 390 30 Fi%waA widug @uaa &
FRUT gld dTell & & 997 H FHIAG @ ol AT 39 I o g7 a7 J gRIAST Faeadd W JAoR

5



ME w? www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (14-Jan-25)

el ST AIRT? 3PR Ao 3R Pt 87 & &g & dush 0 BT A FiwmaAr & T o7 @
gafld frT o1 Tha § O T 3T SR 9T SH AGT SHRT ST ThdT &1 3T dod 3 A $r
HHAT I ATFIINT AT A Tl AT FAT &1 3o fheol T YATHA! AT JHEILMET HI HAIE a1 fGar
ST &1 Sefh 3¢ IRAT T & S @ @Aues & dlies & & & 2@aT Afgul Joadr 0 T &
TISC 81 Tohod © Sl TAAT T gorrdl fohaleaas oY, 1ol €1 9 3 AFcl # Nosr w1 @ safav &
TSt Tael 3R JrAfASATT 1 Fgea 0 cgaedr # 9¢ ST g1 W Hed aeiE & F9RT ¥ od
Y Ig WET G 81 FHETHST Al I S Hellell TRV olfched SHbT HIFAIE & HET TG oA d1 81 ST &

W=
-HeEI¢el
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el & FAAIA TR FH AW gHIAT F HIETY gt & a6 & el
¢ell & Haul # hsdige SR gl Al AHT HHAT W IR &l e
39S &1 S & faeer #e A AR &l HRAT 3Targad Yo
g @ f9H gofg @ doe fRan, 9 56 B ¥ Hedh H HRd & 9fd
dhedl N S ael & fIT &by §1 3R oemar @r fh aRd
gfauela FASA F Jeeded A §U WAT W I TAEA R AR
T RIRIA FT QN §l I3, TP FAM & HAT FI&T el
(SfoHTE) T FRars & G | g1 EHm ¥ AT ) Aivaus A SelEr (ST S Jeaeen) & @sd
gIcl W &1 $$ IR dieceel AR 3T qlih § HAT IR Y AR GHel T HIRAAT F g1 FarsAiden
g,

SITHTE 37 T T qehel AT AR A &1 3R 7 A R 3eg AR PRI 81 S0y & gFaqeT
s a1 @ g &1 39 o AgrAc L@ F FaRS Useufd g & a5 @ W g ISl U HRA &
i 3MPAH FW@ HREAIR U §T &, 9§ qThs 95 PO Ao W AU FA &1 AG §HAT TWHR F geol
& dlc ¥ 0 e g8 Req TS & WY AAgse " HI oA Fr 7141, a8 a2

dr gfSe #a & v @b § & 39 Seerger el iR o gart AEfRT g et 1 el avt & ger are
W%ﬁg}ﬁ%ﬁvmﬁwwagTroqqsugsﬂ%lﬁaﬁ?Tﬂﬁm,%tﬁﬁwﬁwé
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IR FeFs S T I 1| FE TG FhA 39 U A IR 3W G & Ay RAT I A g9 qAq A
S & U g7 oRE 1 Failaar &1 5@ oad # o 7L o arfehedier 3R @1 & a1g iveneer & o
m%,mﬁwaﬁﬂﬁtqgﬂél TOIBIS, ART & 39 a0 R & 30 R H FHYA I I PR gl
HRA ST ¢ foh AT O 15937 &l FAoR37ere Al 38 [T 981 AHTd &1 Fohel &1 SAIAT 37 AR
W FEA TR | AL BIET A &1 & G915 Tkl HAGIeT T WS el I ol H e g1 7R
Y 38 91T F FHSIAT §| FATIT Ig 1 Th-Gch H HEH M 9T 6T ¢l Te<eTel, SIET oA ¥ U 3
& FROT 1 TR HT ATH iAo W A &l A, HRA H 397 T & fAT 3oqelr & Fwhr
By
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arr e st @ P

TG

AR & MY e AT F deree A AR & v Fafoes g @i A & Schsedl wred i
e AT AT §l A F S A PN FH FAT A TN wed g3, FEA FEAwSn Afgenst & fow
o gIierd, gl At A qEY AR A UsT H AR doots g1 S A AT & FIIOT H uged
gt 9T Y| foer AR & & aR W 25 # ¥ 16 A G AR & gl Ig HI&TUT AR &
HIHIST, 3eTehl T@aT I SHIEI, 3T dgel & dUh & IUR W R =1 SRy, fdefded, dedR,
AGY, Ao, 3Us, TaReoqy off 5 AT & AR 81 g & ARGt & v My At & garepiep, et Aet
d oA Tolel T TgdreT HAT gl ARSI H werfd 3 3¢ 3T dgeT F AR YA A H A & HeA
detidl @ areepide d-am $T §fAST Agcaqol g

AEAAl THS TIelel &1 gar § o Ra & 3o Afger wRige & ardi| vfded e affeers &
AT g1 7 & A3t & Wordh g arel el W oaH e A g e 3TBel WHRT & v 37
RE & 3eTTA BT dY W TEd & Tohd &1 AR ghihd TgT & & S5 o)X & ufday drllesd IR @ @
Hf&rer AFHCT ATGT3T & Weh glet arel Ol & gof g ¢ =R HsA RS sJU & AR & Uoed
fAsc # JaTeeR @ g g Bl &, OEd Towue Y W g, 3U-AT FAW: gER- IR T W E
HIFAGIST ARRGABT & Wb HREIT W gl dled AU & G &l o] 8l & Flavle GIiard
aATTEROT AT §gG g5 g1 BTciifeh 3o HIETUT # AT & TIU Yol 1T A & GRAY T FEpich
HAgcd FI M TWT AT JT&Y § Fifer ST & TS H I 1 Sfaeag e 31« ¢ 3R e [Qwsaar
A A §| A HaTT TE gl =MMeC foh AfGemt & v iara aed & dR-alhl 1 3107 TeT TR
oY 3T T ST HY| S Ao HI - T H &TACT 97 96 Fhell §, T Sehsear(ol dAdial &f 7 qhel
g, St Ivg & seafar 7 FAEf A Fgd AT e Fhar ¢
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qor q AfFda
HqaIEHhIT

AR & dMetde oI & 6.5 fohelialiey ol oI #Hls T & 3eules UG gl YU g #AEr o
WHIR $T R T 3§ GO 6l 3coies hdm §, o SHPT IYAT T Tgsl & TAAT ST Fehell &1 56
T 1 0TI, 3R AR AATSS Feed Sgd ST g1 IENfas Aecd sHAT & o 560 TH-HRER
T GIET & T (A 3T FHged SAMIT o FET § 30 e TG & HITaE AT HT aef Aol
gl I & AU 3eeh wf¥a gl Aswe # gefr el amrfes Agea safav § 6 agi ool &
TERR G T ST IEIT VGHE BIcT AT, 9 HA BRI TGgIST W HB el A T gial 3R AT & cliei-
IR HET FUh T @l &, 3T Tg GT Tgd HA T AMiad gl Segred & aRie gurda= =g A &
Y SE-HHR & IU-USIUTT Heltol gl 3R HETHN 3AT sqeel 3 Hivlg ¥, FEQ Il Torer § o
TUAT WHR AR Fg TWHR & T H doAdT & Y FAHd erar T e 39 96 W@ L15T al-oeT
dr GLET o Mol oI #H IEHIR AR @ewet @ S AT &1 sH @AY &7 & Aereet B g
@ Fof A SR & AT G Goldl| FS &b Ggol doh HIAR A A fohell gLt i Fovarr off
3rera oY, ofehet 31 S ool WeTH & T g A% veh FIar W 2,700 #s T9L § IS @Y W Hehdl
1 G, &V P AN § sl arelr Fsdr H WAAOT AR g R §1 Wogad ¥ 8,650 hie &
st f Fere W Rud g8 gior et off Aled # aifta @ el 58 & srees &1 @ gem R a
RATE F1| SIq IR FATh T g TRl F ST ST 8, a0 97 8 g & SAeT g & forw 9k
gid €1 auf de Ig Solehr Adshdlc T doig ¥ WNifed T &1 I8 9rom W § fF I@r deacy a5 off
foera & FE7 @ &3, gTelifeh, AR T T FASIAT o GeAUd W oA Rl T HA H 6T gI5H
AT aREISEr 1 SERE A ae TSET TeAET R AT g e Fee fafaes @ alie giel
ARG TR FEAFT H G & @ & FS a7 Hr 37 Fufaat v o gerar a6 @Ry, st ol g
ARSI & HIH FH WHX F J AT &1 3o Aoy H o alie gelr =nfew, St et ShfE@w # srea
ST P ISMA & @ 81 FAR F Toh 3N AT T aRASET & q 8l &1 SdASIR &1 SfStell a1 &
fAHTOT Arel 2028 o T &1 Seam, fSed AR 3R oegr & & 49 fahelldfier @ "eat 43 fahelidex
g STuaft| ST &7 7161, il Tl W Feol 30 Fhelefiex &1 afd & ameet alsd §, W et F 3icT anfsar
Fr aifa 70 ﬁm’lﬁaﬁﬁaaﬁqgﬂsrmm qE STl 3cHTE SEndTl & [ SF-adR # &9 1.25
AT FNZ U T ARTT F T RIS 9T F1H 87 W@ &1 SdaT & 81, N9-3 3R hael R TS F
F9 22 wEaE g, e 25,000-30,000 F3 F0F T oeTd & QT FAT AT §1 STEL-FAR F oded 7
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