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Black Holes

Death toll of illegal mines, which are also environmental hazards, keeps rising as
govts look the other way

TOI Editorial

One miner had died and at least eight others were feared trapped in a ‘rat-hole’ coal mine - a narrow,
deep and illegal mine with no safety measures - in Assam until Wednesday evening. When the rescue
operation is over, the bodies won’t figure in official statistics because India’s Directorate General of Mines
Safety only counts accidents in the formal sector. It claims coal mines have become safer over the years.
Fatal accidents in coal mines declined from 143 in 1997 to 24 in 2022, it says. That's good, but what
about the thousands of men, women and children - smaller bodies are an asset in these claustrophobic
pits - risking life and limb every day? Rat-hole mines become big news every few years, but casualties are
far more frequent. It's only when the toll mounts that news seeps out to the national level. Fifteen rat-
hole miners died in an accident in July 2012, 15 again in Dec 2018, five in May 2021, six in Jan 2024, and
these were just the too-big-to-ignore cases. Nobody really knows what goes on in Meghalaya’s 26,000-
odd rat-hole mines that never shut down despite an NGT order in 2014, or the hundreds more in Assam.

There’s illegal sand mining too that’s destroying rivers across the country. One study claimed 95 people
drowned in sand pits dug in riverbeds by the mining mafia between Jan 2019 and Nov 2020. In 2018, a
CAG report flagged the illegal extraction of almost 100L tonnes of minerals - copper, lead and zinc among
them - over five years in just five Rajasthan districts. This is problematic on several counts. First, the

obvious revenue loss to the state. Second, illegal mines never adhere to environmental regulations. Third
and most important, they don’t care about the lives of miners, as we are seeing now in Assam.
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Cripple and scuttle

Governments are discouraging the exercise of the right to information
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Nearly two decades after the passage of the Right to
Information Act, it is quite apparent that governments, at
least sections of it, are uncomfortable with the idea of
transparency and empowerment associated with it
Amendments to dilute its efficacy and attempts to defeat it by
delaying or denying information have been quite common for
years. Another way to scuttle the law is to cripple the
functioning of information commissions at the central and
State levels. The issue has surfaced again, with the Supreme
Court of India questioning the large number of vacancies in
the central and some State Information Commissions. These
commissions hear appeals from members of the public who have been denied access to information or
have failed to elicit a response from designated information officers in various departments and
institutions. A Division Bench has taken note of the fact that there are eight vacancies in the posts of
Information Commissioners in the Central Information Commission (CIC), while 23,000 appeals are
pending before it. In fact, some State-level Information Commissions are almost defunct for want of
members to hear the public. Any court is bound to ask, as the Court has now done, how an institution can
be of any use if it does not have persons to perform the required duties under the law.

The Court has sought to impart some urgency to the matter by directing the Department of Personnel and
Training to spell out in two weeks the timelines for completing the selection process and notifying the
appointments of the eight Information Commissioners in the CIC. It has also asked for details about the
search committee and the list of applicants for the posts. Similarly, States that have initiated the
appointment process but without any definite timeline have been asked to complete the process within a
specified time. However, this may not be enough to bring about a revival in the fulfilment of the original
purpose of the Act. Besides filling up vacancies, not all governments have complied with a Court verdict
of 2019 that called for proactive efforts to fill up vacancies in time by advertising them early. The CIC’s
post was stripped of its autonomy some years ago when the government removed the fixed five-year
tenure and made it open-ended. Not much has been done to appoint candidates from various walks of
life, as retired civil servants continue to be chosen, a point noted by the Bench in the latest hearing. It is
inevitable that a large number of vacancies will result in a huge backlog and ultimately discourage the
people from seeking information. It is difficult not to conclude that this is what those in power want.
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HUTEhIT

gl # A & AT TSET FTgH FAeT & Ugel HAA AT & F$ 99 Fhd A ® &1 39
3TAE o U AT SIS T eX A RIS, INSTATH, des S AR A iR vHUSH & A
$HL: ( 6.6, 7.0, 7.0, 65. R 6.8 Yfdrd & TeTHT 6.4% X foam ¢1 rdfcuaeadr i qFed & Fel 315
3q-AFeH A F o (P AR @IF T F S5 3T oF # AN k@ g5 &l Afawrt i [Kar 7
gielr TIfgv fof ¥R T aeafas AfET ats oo X Uoe ca asf # geax 5.9% | 718 §, 9t
e o) asf & & A 4.8% I T §H TE Fe U & Thd § B gfAar & qaH 93 M A e
R URA & HPE FH HH §, Afhed Tg AT oA, S AT ARG @ Jolell 1 3EAT LT 8, Fhifh
AT T SIS 3T 3R @ U I § Siafeh ST 7 ey wA g 3R AR A ey oRa &
Heprel 25% IR SIS 3T 316 AT Sarer & s 3Hfas 37T oo 3R Whry heres goit faor
forer off srieaawar F Ferer: 60 3R 30 wfderd dRE & @ AT o0 g § g & 3 amt H
fiRrae 2
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W YR § § YUR DI & d
i v, (e Aead Red e §)

HRA T qoY fohehe EF T Jeel &1 feell oR-Ex & =al 3R faeivor
@ favg gl R & d¢ IHFW IRITARY HT SR Y& 8 el gl
Eenfsal, 3IRRY, A 3R FF TR O s ST AR AGRT # fF W
H ST AT Fla aTel VH AN T TTHAT FIT ISaT g1 ST I3y
H @T e & ToIT 360 o & &, Stod 3R &HanRit | aard
g3 f&v S1d &, [Se¢ $ gFd Ygel HGIAIT Sdrdm ST IgT 27|

Yol & T BiAC H ARAER Tl Ha dlell G Bl 7 saei afear
FCAET HT F Thdl g2 AT o gfaamemel WaEr 9= Todr 3R
W%Wﬁ%@ﬁﬂgawdm 3olel HIH HFH Fd o9 dr 82 A
Farel fopehe & g1 forell o (AT Wl & IR # BT 3R 3mu wh
ST FEIAar AoR 3 JEEf| A g Tell § HRT & YT H fTRaRar Fa7 dAoR A8l 3? §97 T
HoIdt IR fFd 00 afFa $r gog @ & Fa7 fAadr &, s gfdetor, sfReT Ir gemas @ 37e6T & @
AT g2 AR g, ¢ & dftges TR W F3l TFW oo arel WSt a1 & sda A a1 FAoR AT g2 30
T doa §AR Wol TISAT W 3T dIglG H IJsTeldl FAT iferel g7
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f@enfsal & g @9 qfov o 9 afear glawm, udicd gfetor, dareEt S S, divor & Fefl, HACR
e, T JaU, sgUohdl, THNT Aeg W WRar Sl A aoid et o@ier| 3a7hr ard &l g1 declt
g MR Ig @Y do JET A6 fgahd &l 3R SURT FLdl gl PR §H 3/ TEr olal ad o drel-ar
AT H §H Th-al Wall H TR 3TST Aol AT Tohdl § AR HIST & TR W feaFpd & Il 3k
gfear vgelel dur faiar & &wer o fe@dr el

TR o 3Fcal 2024 H TET @ werd [QUgs &1 #dler ol far da s #dler @, ag a9t
feorerey or #ifeh IHHA TAH SIAl & HY HToe & T W IS8T g hiel I ofe g @M 3T g1 A1 &
' e IRERlT 9fshar Ffd & &1 a1d 8, o oReh e gd s d8 wen| gearfad &8 @
cer H gt Wer TetoeAr ) AT g R 3TS I dF ARl H GTeld el H ARH TS, T
TR I1 [T T T GEABNT AT AT Hafad Fe A7 WA Fed AT AR o geml A TR &
T fAIF0r Ageaqut § it We Haesd 4 & 9fd oFAeR § R 3oR-3ue Well & & # Sefer
THIMOPR & TAT Ig I e & AR off § 5 Sl a1 et gor &1 wfafafca &= & o g

g¥eg T a1 § % FS ol TGN W F© el & Fooll ¢, TGH U g@ & WA H1H HA dlell
dldl d8 €1 arserar 3R ArS-7clisirare & 3R 30 81 W FaUa & el hdol WIS Jeded & & H
AHA AT 3T afesk Age derdlt & daet 3R Al gedagr & & & o RRwd &1 3foife gl & T «
o fEenfsat &1 e, sfig 3R 3N F Fll § TS TS5 §1 F$ IR 36 HEH TS H AR
& o U FHY AT fAeraT|

¥ ORI 9 STET HAEYNTT Fyerd H ATl §, oAfthed AR I Seol@elld Tholdi3il & 3ereor o g1
o o aif & ARd & A, gl R AT FAT H Well H ST Foria &1 §| 51 Well H gA
faRg T R 5 FE arel IfFC o el § 3R gferar s # aRa &1 A ol g3 &1 A Fet 7 e
I 3TASHAT o Hgeadqul A HHS § HAIN Teh T8I AW iR o g1 el 7§ Toh A &, gl A 4@
f@emsr 3 MW F F Toar F Fhedr et 7 eH HqfFw Ferg g1 Afea At A A o §
FAifh holdl cIGTAT HTI Tolg A gl dled cIFd HI dolg d T gl

Waﬂﬂ%’rﬂuﬁﬁwaﬁmwFiTHLMdlW@uﬁ%ﬁﬁ%‘ﬁ?&i’rﬁ@?ﬁ%m%ﬁv
HISHl TgHlelall SIEU &1 HS o9 & o o & el Wl HEAT T HAIE dd Aol § S dig chiekd
S0 Y W S & fTFAC 39 FW oIl §1 0 AT g Ge RN W SETE-SHE @ FHIUA Ferd H
HIHAAE & S § 3N Wefsdl & govel & fv @& ARGl TR & ofd 81 @Y sal # &g ar Tishar
ST § FIR o9 AT dh HTEIATE UTd BTl § af T & TR H o6 9N S WcHTgsT ol Sy gl

feord I8 & & Oa mmaa 9% & Al A SOeiaR e ufshansit oX far R § R 36 & 9ar 9«
ST & T IRd & &7 Wl &7 I FH A o TSI Wol AfgdTl F 3GEI0T of llaiv| STH SR 39
ad W g 6 gerafae A &1 aree g @1 8 A1 ALY, IAd g1 | 8 AT AL, WA § 3 oler Sk & Fee
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STd & A1 Agr AR 30H T 91 9 €I oTgf f&ar Sar § ag § [@enfsat & Iy Yo Gdrerent & o
QRER, WcdTied Fel T A

W YAH 3T UG W &oT g AT 18T Ig 39 ad R AR g7 axar fF 390 s & f@enfzar
gedisT AT @7 dfed 37 a0 W Y AR ar & & 3 39a @ 1 Toeifa & HY Hed g1 9% fow
Fehletel TSToAc & T 3Ugerd gl g

SAH @ $F TR & 9g TToH gl e A A e I 9gd FH e 1 dfehel 3ok I el
afFa gt § % 3 TamEl & 3ded & g@d W 3R Wanf3al & s W 3/ 31 @& | 9g &, dhd
gl HIR 9T ddel #1gf gl dr sig 8 9 afFd gl gl WM $F Y&l W 913 HYH! dTel cier AT
mﬁmﬁ,mwmmtﬁmla@%%@ﬁamaﬂ?mamﬁsﬁgcgamsﬂ
Yol JRTHHT Y AT dTelm RS Well BT FhelaT & AL 3T §IT el &1 PR PG T g&AT
@ﬁw@mglmmﬁgﬁﬂaﬁaﬁglﬁﬁmww IR WA Bl & T FUR
A g S 2

FUAT TATd & dR-ddepl F G of Al & dH Fled gl HISAT Pl aTodd AR 3ART Tl HeAT-37e19T
FLT R ST WT 9T H g, 3¢ 3= dE § Wicaea fear aem arfgel @et & wicagd 9 S
HWEM? JIH Tgel HRUARC T AR gaereT 7 dicaga faeaaena 3urat AR gedfar & 3fhst W o Ird
g1 TS Wl TEABT & T FaRSET TR W Y 3R 398 A TR 1 T JEAm3it & fow I
TR W GedieT A YA o1 ST Fehel §1 Jeded & FurR g ar A 3R g@y 9R & e for
Sl IfRU| 3o¢ 9g W SR @M ST Tl g1 A AT § IR Wor vl &l S6R & 36&T I
ol TR &l

el Toot 3R QIO RERRT & WY Wl TR & ToIv #isq WERR g1 Tl &1 &5 &4 & v o =gy
facuia g @ifgul PR f@enfsal &1 vl oRmar @ue g a gardael, Jeusdl AR FIT & ug 9T AL
Ea S AMMB T

/WTT=A
HeEIJ1

fRFa 7 s
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g 'ITE HAT AT AT A FET & b FHT M IR § R WY A & dG SU BN HENST AT Gehsed
AR 3¢ 7T & HOR A o & AU INYAS Thelienl F1 FEAATT | PG S sPU e@rn fafad
mﬁéﬁﬁﬁrm?‘rg@%Wﬁw%méarﬁﬂmmmgﬁmwammﬁécw‘m%
AT S5 F ST F IFAR & Fhall| A TSR EaRT @lT AT Al 7F RMDF Flefed] H IRIAT
AU # grrel & WGl @ Sigel & =al #d g Jogial AR 3R A Yerdf g AT arasr
IR AHNER 81 a1 3Tdeare F WaTh J3 IITAT FT TE—H adTA | RISl & 9T 93 W YT Falae,
SIS AIeH, I, Fhe AR NAW & ALTH § Fefel Jaod TTaAT & fAT dereiichl 9 § HeGa
AT gl #1 3FAG B1 38F 195 AT & Sl ¥ SMShRE & SIRT WUT S5 @ qEaast IR STl
STARIRIT T olel- Sof AT & S| §hehr AAVar R3rer Tgd sy off § S O darg wnrfad
SN 39 T W3S, SN N P F T FOR $-Ad dAT Bl garT & GHT ATl HAWSET 31eT
QBT TG, TR AfH IR 3w FfA AfCAr & IHeld-Teld § Fgload & Y & Seuiel & Seaiid
YhR & STy Hl [9V0T gar ARIAT &l sy HT cIaTAqT g7 Fohdll| HaMg ey &l &2 Iy
A H TR I dllg F o I U5 I} &1 T o hdo Sardr & THET, Sfodh JISAT Id
M P Uhs AR FAT SYIEAT A AR HaAlo AT AT oot W@ &1 F3 Hlefenl H1 o1 q §, S
e # B9 aifda 3fal &1 eRYHs X 3o¢ AU &7 AT oh| NS T hs F &2l agyg ol &
HAr TXHR & gral ol ofd TAT T Boilgd gl &l gl aF & & A 39 Tufa & Gweer & gfa ik
ﬁﬁ%‘ﬁﬂéﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ?awuﬁsw cTehoileh o HTthel gfeldl 8 & 9ls OTferay
& Qe ARRA e & maEn geffl Fhd AR SroErs garT i MuehT SEey # d oema &
T[S WX & Ao TG S Fehafl|

Live
feccadria

o .com Date: 09-01-25

T T 1T sTFAT

UG

ARG & g R A1l TogufT Selles T0 & U G HYFT Ao IFANHT T Teh VHT HAAG AT
ST fRar &, Sas Ferer off anfAer §1 IOR &1 gga off 379e) IechRT dheaAr 3R suer § 3afad &
arel ¢U 1 3H HATIG I HBAE F I W ST AT FAolalsl 1 &ar S 2 gelr & |1y a@r S a1

qU SIArT Se? fdehd AT & =IEl, dfceh 38k AU S &F e @ § 308 Faarst, 388 o favg o
# F$ e o AE g5 ¥l 3% I & fen R aF AR dgat A ARER Iene, safav e
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HST' Pgel H IPAT Fral 99 AR &1 3F, sHH Foarsr fr e off Afga g1 o 2 vy aAgreriea
& TSI deTl Toid § AT Sd ¥ A6l e @ €, 3o¢ Ul Uoelifa & fov IR @ar =nfgul ag
3TShTHAS TSTallicl AT AT & &N 8, S oI & §F deh 3R SoRET & ARG deh e o @M &1 o
T 9§ SR, ST Teh o AR &I e # & ST $Xr AT AR 3HS ddoje 3hT TWAT o=t et AT 319
FE AT 2R & NS &, TEH sga AT Herawd AR iR e €1 SfeY 8, FeAsT & geTAAT
SITEES 31 Y TG Sl IHTOT Al ol §, W Io¢ ol WA gl Sl QT AT, J Slellos ¢ o JHTHeA-
AHA $T He H & FelrsT T HANBT &1 5197 T §of S HT TEdd GAq1 ATl e T8l 39 81 o T
d aligeh Sfare fear g, o st Jg sled & 30l | 31d Surd A7 Sare S ST gt Hr foreer ardt aF =
T ST e adrT ¥ 6 @i a1 a7 3@Rer 7 § 3 i 3R @ REar FE &1 3@ @wersr A
3T SuTd & T 37T &) IOENTT & A1y Feafa & A & 3T ge| Hetd &, 38 T A1 &7 v ol
TERT o=l Ug| gTelifeh, TE A 6T RN TS ol 9 @ geal arel &, AfeheT agl S o gar @smelen 38
g TR W 39eT fov gade T cgaear i gzl R &Y, 3a% v 9] I8 gem fF ag ¢o &
9T F| T F T X AT & & I8 e g9 FT STIATT TG FelsT FT TAIGUT FHET| 3egied o
heAleT T AT SART Y fer & o 98 39 R &7 & DN 915 daAr 3@ @ gearn aiw 3R &7 7 gee
S $ar fe@ar g1 3ANFT FH ATFT ToeT T AT eT HI T FddT HeAST deb AT AdT &, I8 IATAT
TeX 3R Ierels 9 o Fealm AEd § UT 5T T ag AT o 1 JINT #HY AT Thd gl

39 IE §gd TS o1 ¥ T Sielles ¢ A U gee AR 1 T@eT oW @M R, Sk 49 & SR el el
31T T@T B gTelifeh, 30 HHey & faear # @i $o 3m) §1 #Rd & fav f&ar & a1a ar §, | gAR 34
gSIfadr $r [ar Sarer dgeir a1fge, S Teh IR FAQIATFA Fr 9ilg H I & folT IRT & Y aARTST et
# IS G W W & HRA TE Fesliceh 36 ST A Fohal ¢ (o giadar & SAer @ sArer =i &r
YT T IS 374 g V| Sglglel, TT o IR 30 FU P A & ToI0 e doll § do10, o gierar
H SOTE-S19T8 3THT 3T T & [T IR @aT dA1fgu]
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