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Minority Protection Is No Minor Matter
ET Editorials

It's becoming increasingly difficult to believe Dhaka's charac- terisation of
minorities (read: Hindus) being targeted in Bangladesh as an
'exaggeration' that needn't worry the neigh- bourhood. With the arrest
this week of an Iskcon priest for al- legedly hoisting a saffron flag above
the national flag in Chat- togram, and then his being denied bail on
sedition charges, so- unds like the kind of targeted repression that South
Asia has turned into a mini-industry. On Thursday, thankfully, Dhaka high
court declined to issue a suo motu order to ban Iskcon's activities in
Bangladesh, even as the organisation distanced itself from the arrested
person who is reportedly a vocal critic of the recent reported attacks on
Hindus under the watch of Muhammad Yunus-run interim govern-ment.
He is not the only voice of deep con- cern among Bangladesh's Hindus.

Sedition laws have no place in modern democracies. Real decolonisation means junking them, as they
allow governments and prosecutors to weaponise them aga- inst their own citizens. Their presence in
any nation is a signal of diminished democracy and freedom, something that comes hand in hand with
perversely descri- bing attacks on minority groups, including those along reli- gious lines, as 'fringe'
activities that needn't worry anyone. Targeting of minorities is unacceptable in any democracy. New
Delhi should drive this home to Dhaka by rallying other democratic, secular voices. Finger-wagging alone
is unlikely to work, considering Bangladesh may well use the 'pot calling the kettle black' principle to
underplay its lack of concern for communal build-up in its own backyard. A multilateral app- roach would
be more pragmatic to get Bangladesh to not suc- cumb to mob facilitation in the name of populism.
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Targeting minorities
Far from reining in majoritarian groups, Bangladesh is pandering to them

Editorials

Violent protests and clashes, after the ar- rest of Chinmoy Das, a Hindu monk and leader of one of the newer
minority rights groups, that led to a lawyer dying at a Chit- tagong court are clear proof, if any was needed, that the
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law and order situation in Bangladesh re- mains precarious. The protests, by thousands from the group
representing 'Sanatani Hindus' (called the Bangladesh Sommilito Sanatani Jagran Jote), have a key demand that the
Muhammad Yunus-led interim government secures the safety of the country's 20-million strong religious mi-
norities - Hindus, Christians and Buddhists - who have been targeted by Islamist majoritarian mobs. In more than
2,000 documented acts of violence, at least nine minority members have been killed, ostensibly in protests
targeting sup- porters of Ms. Hasina's Awami League party; there is a visible communal angle too. Mr. Das, who has
also been associated with the Bangla- desh chapter of the ISKCON, highlighted an eight -point list of demands.
These include speedy trials for cases of minority persecution; a minor- ity protection law and a minority affairs
ministry, and five-day public holidays for Durga Puja. The government has not responded so far although Mr.
Yunus has met with minority representatives and visited the Dhakeshwari temple. Instead, it would seem that
Bangladesh forces have been empowered to crack down on all such protests, even if lawful and peaceful. The case
against Mr. Das pertains to a group of Hindus who raised saf fron flags, allegedly holding them higher than the
Bangladesh national flag. The political activist who filed the case of sedition has since been ex- pelled from the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party, fuelling suspicions that action on the case was unwarranted. In such a charged
environment, the summary arrest and custody of a senior reli- gious figure will only ignite communal tensions.

The actions, as well as a move to push a ban of the ISKCON group through the courts, are also fuelling criticism of
the Yunus government. New Delhi has been consistently vocal in asking Ban- gladesh to protect its minorities, and
to refrain from such heavy-handed treatment of a revered figure. However, due to the Modi's government's tense
ties with the Yunus regime, these calls have not made much headway. In a stern pushback, the Bangladesh Foreign
Ministry expressed "dis- may and hurt" at India's statements, accusing In- dia of "misrepresenting" the situation.
The Ban- gladeshi government also defended the "specific charges" against Mr. Das. If New Delhi wishes to ensure
that minorities feel more secure in Bangla- desh, it must attempt reopening bilateral chan- nels of communication.
India must recognise that its voice will only be respected if it is able to en- sure protections and freedoms to all
citizens in exactly the measure it advocates abroad, particu- larly in the immediate neighbourhood, where the risk
of religious majoritarianism runs high.
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SIS - A9l $T WY gEg eI ¥

HITGhIT

ARG # TF9 & S & Ggell FhRIcHS Ygof o- SoNse AR Bolgee & & 60 ot &1 Jeg-fawe |
Ig 37T 91 & [ SoRSl TUEHA o GHESid & e $RUT IdIT §- UgdT, U & Qo &asT Hfga
T, GEU, WAl F ouweld AfFd Huag R ERERT F wiw gRREd ww@n Rk dew, gEw
(Thoreclier) 3R Boigee (deellel) # & Uk &I fihelglel Jetr & FTET 1| AT HE & WF HROT d@ T
Yo7 X § 3N SoRBeT & HIdl SEl H TS WA gl odAfhel Igel SR 38 F-uahy geu-favw d@fy &
GeTRI & &7 A SIS, el 3N JUA H el H AT & Ay 3HANFT 3R B &1 o 1A 81 aF
A d1G ¢ USeUTd T 9e FHIST b giel 3R FASIA o Helel W RIS &l 5T o o gf¥ar &
gfd Qhr ST FhAT B gelifh ST W & FEY, AAfhed FA1 S oy 9@ AT A TFT & WA F 9g
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afeeer TfRrar & AT fhv 8, @r agl RIRIT & - Poho! IS WeA I & AU 8T gl wifgu? 3nR
T - Geho! H AT ST gl &, dF JAUT & Fer AR 1 o 3merclia arfoifsaes «mer gem

Date: 29-11-24

A, HTAT oI Al @ B3 7€ ¢ vF a5 989

famr g, ((gHfe A F ah )

e A fReq AT W AT 3N sEhld W gfdeer & AT HRAT 3UAGEAT # FHTUiAAT & Jod
gIET @ gl I &1 a1l 2011 7 159 Tiaue T & Jioceer H gARYeT G AT =T o1, o 39
YA Pl P ART g @ g1 IRT & T FITdhIil & SR TUTIHAT i My & Ifaes $r wdadr &
FATSETG 3 gATARTeTar ersat s enfder fomar

A FE # AC N eH Mg Teell o goT aledl Asel FI YEAGAT § gelel drell AR HI Higied
e ¥ WIS Fah e YEATT A g1 F$ Jof W AFel # @faus ds & e AR awa-als amear 4
GG derd §, Afhed sHY HheA! H 1T T & HIY GG I ARAT HAGR gl ¢ qFP,
YHT0T, HIETHAT I HRETOT, TIA-TYS Flefel T A0, HedT, gAIHST W farg F 3 FF Fep! |
¢ W 989 H &g a9l ART F YARIeT IRT W FaTd 3810 &1 ded Heelud & foglad & HHAEIETAT
T SIS e Teol3il T ST Bl

1. 3UAHA & SR ToF M & FAgacr I IR Qe e & gHAE e W disws 4@
IeUHETH A HIH F AR A7| FIrl ded effe e & v 3T W o dpasm &1 Hafad
FIST WcH gl F aI¢ 424 FMYUT ¥ TEdaaT F eifRyer 3R gASEKG ereal & afde fFar an 39
HAIEG U &l 93 FATe 387 FAT ASET & HUTAHRIS deb $IRA &l ATAUT gAfRTeT gr ar? 3R 1 319
YEATaAT & YHAIET Ueg 8T S WX TiauT gafaRder 7A¢h Wam? 37 alaAl esal Sl Y&dids & gelel
arell AR T T A §U GAA FIE A WU 7 Giee & AU Foe & AOHRT F qaoR wq=T
¢l 98 ermr Beyid & AR TEdEel A 3eieh Hatliest YaUEl H §HG 761 dGo Hehdl| ool
1976 # #Hel YEdEEAT H HHG o WA fhar un| s@fv ged@sm 7 9¢ A MfAe gafaedsrar 3R
GHATSAIG Gl eal sl HHG H HiAUT HMYT § §CRAT ST Fhal gl oifhed 3TN ST o6l & | 360
WHR o ARIRST F Hded i off aAfdeans dua & fAa Far an, 5F ge= & F1S T 67 gl

2. IMET & 969U die} fore & A oA g @l # Rl F i se H SR Fer |
T & FAACT F Tolg & TgHETD AT T aldl & A R HAT o T 1 JEIAOT A @
Fehal| TRk HAST A1 RAIE @ ST & 6 Aiece agerm & 3Rem & gop § T« 3R Tos= 2
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safv #ewdl AR a9% A UR & 3 e S FEEE g @MUl Iese 370 H AT, qA
AR Higdr AR gaEdTEal o Uk ofellel S Hlefel! Heal W O HT A JER areld g

3. APl H 3Helsh A H dlgl APSIE a5 a8, S gl &= g1 Srefl, A iR 3@ear &
AT & QR TS AT AT F T LRI SR F 37 T W ARGH FHe H geAld Bew w
21d1 §Y & HRd A ALFGNT Qarel & gust @ HAFd Ael Fehcr M| 2022 & e doogs o gy
et T IREAT A §U FeT AT foh el qomeyel o1 aifieh TowT AT deer S Hehdl, Afher e
TGET T ST g Tl g1 3HH 33 A RIS Jererdl A ARSE-AGRT & Tl i AT ged § T F
et AR GNA FIE T 7T QA HT glel & QT & Toed, Ieia 30 & sfogrd seer i AfRrer
& &1 AfasT f9ers kel B

4. aferedT # &% 2.17 Fagr 3R Jivader &7 eer 8 Fradl g a9 &1 S&fs 15 Hadr & samer
AIEAT T a9l @ HRA GIAAT HT g Fa& STET HEAH T arell G g1 Afdhed R & @fqers
gEaTaer H Y AR & v gAar, Tadaar 3R s i a1d w18 §1 50 AT Ugel UTdheT H
fru 9T wfaure Tege & TdhlcAs dk WX Rad ater I FIfAT § R H a19e19 3R Gfawms gar $r
IS Jued g Wl g1 Fifh TEAGT H JGed & Iase AR H FAWST R Aeiia ddunfas caaear
gAfavder & W@l

ﬂqﬂa—' Date: 29-11-24
o & Pue

HUTGhI T
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T T AL Ugel SI9I H S U IR TeaAhd & §Id d&dIele & 916 a8 dRA TR
HH FET YE R o1, a9 37 B S N & 98 3T daF BA B AFEG T W AS UG W gl
MR 39 98T ¥ S @y 37 W &, T TET Iaiay § F I ae R ¥ U A5 gHEEr § ek #
i@ &1 WT &1 I8 [QSaen & § & a5 37aRA TWHR o ! 1T o Iolel I FRET AT a1, oifehed
3T TET F IFCTHEAF WAGRT F A J5¢ Sfee Ul @ g W § AR 3% Ty g arr acdd F v
oIl & T 30¢ S & SIH ¢l &l ANTRS AT ST 3Tl $88 oHIAT ST Hehell ¢ o a8 TecrRs
TR 1 TUfS s W § 3 WHER 3T P AT Ao F TGO HeudEIe & Wk Agh
TSI I Uk AT 9T & g

AR & 6 T TAT § TNaR W Tl 36 W@ E 6 SEeRe # a5 HaRA @R & SEAery
THTOI & T TR g FHe™ & A1Y &g T W Aeea v o | ¢ 3R TWHR 3¢ Aehel & TolY
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3UH 3G FHG U & STk Seeaer H S F S1G AT R H LRI F T A A IgT T iR
A A€ Y 7S g dg H 3FAG H M| fhererer UG 75 ¥ & agm B gfow o sEheT wag 4@ 58
% Rera &507 g # IRFaR X foan grefife agi 3 o TSET &3 1 39ATAd el T gaTell gad
TSEEIE I 3TRIT RIAT IR™T g, AR 3T 3RIT FT ghlehd dl ST T & T 3T | STk 9l A2l Hhr
TS WHPR & 5T T W AT 387 o6 § o NS AR I d=E §aT FT TaT J 3= & 96 41
3 3R AT YIS HeTHETR & Yid IaT @ fde@dy &l o Fel dTell BlN| hgel 1 STael Sl
WHR 6 RNE & AT F FTER AT ¢, dAfdhe] I FAT Iol § & a8 B3t afed 3 eqaeas
FHEHT &1 3 A 39 TG Agler aT e & HRIT o@T o © ¢ AR TR 30el W& § 380 qoHe
& $Is HIGEYUT §ol fhlelel & Tl A Y Jorar & W g |

Aol g & 3R Sy A qF B AR W AERME F JRT T 3R AH Seldl 7 386 Tors fagie
Th 38 T A G, o AT &R & B A=Al 7 & agl & Wl TEIR FA T 37 ol &1 fhergrer
50 Re & god YT & W@ &, 39X WHR o 3§ W dchlel oA A & S 31T o1d] hT ar
AT Tl TRidroteien TEaT o 3TETIR T Fehell B BTclifeh ST SH 3T Ee] HAIHT Sl T
g, oifchel TSI N H 3 RE FI UTAT FT TP 3T IS HbdT gl T 998 & o HARA of 3T HTAT
W A Sars &1 Seder # Jg AT BAfa a9 § fF J9 75 Wer : FA aifa & v aed
QR O FFEAMAT Hgeae o8 & gl # 1 3o 38 IR= 7 gofg ¥ 348 370 1 o1 W g o 9
TG PTofeT-cTAEUT T TSl oA & FrY-T1Y Gl FHERT & I T HAA AN, difch TGN el AT
IR F AFATASRT 3R eifd i Tg W 30 g6 T T < |

/WS
-HeEIJ1
IS TorEifa &1 R

ST, FEACT 3Tl
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EHTaRTA I I AT ST § b Tg T T HH Al H G giar § adm
e & TUR HATTA T TP d¢a1 I Hehel Il ¢ reliteh 3HE Jeur dr Eufa
GeA 81 g1 el 3R R o1e geur favre sdrser 3R 3Hs Uidededr &t & &

g Y 3MRIATT SR @aT & &1

—

| S, A R e gART gRUReE #Hg Bodeds & W JeufaRA
wsﬁmgaﬂ gl AR, B, HYFT TSE, el 3R THBT A HT sogeliset
& 39 AT & AN F o @ §, O Feg-qd 7 «nifa Turer € sEAEr & dR ) @ o W@ §l s
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THSIT #T al & IR A6 6l # Bogede 3T sl AR §RART HT segeliged & & & ger ol
SIS 3R T & T Teh WA @1 & o sogeligel &gl STl §, Y USC SaRT A1 o1S aAh
gol WidT 315 g Y&T PIg ITARIRG ARSI TIAT AT, Sfodh Teh TIHAT I@T g o 1920 & g &
foeet 3R W garT deaE, @A AR Rfoeds & &g g frar =@r o1 a1 & susd & fov 3%
d8C W &1 TS| segellsel Galvl ddsde #H gl 3N Tg Sellehr SISl W gHell & v 99 &9 & g
ST fhaT ST &1 30 &7 # RsJec Igd Ashd &

7g T ageT a7 g, 3R ST SHFT STAATT SUBA W Gald dedled & oIT FIAT WT g1 2010 #, ST
TSCUTY FAGHAG IEHANG 1 Aol odsllel T GRT R AT| Sase 3R 3RS, gt of 38 Imar & fFar
A §U SH U HSHE I RIALT AN AT EHAAASG HT TN AAsallel H 74 & R ARe
TEdIe fogecte & goRl AR A fohar ur, 5@ gfator 3R, Ui d@u, 3Ra oer, 3ARer 3R
SHISS GART A AT qOT §G & 3Mcehdlcl HIosT dR AT 77 81 Roeors 3R s@=e & & ool @
ST T gotE § AN @ F ¢ ¥ WES S & 39 w1t 7 AT olic aF &1 Ig gEeidr aen gedr #
Tl T& Jeol W AH] A6l & oT6l sEAsel 3l o rereay, 2023 # gfAoN suse # wig & AT UR o9 &
S # gAE Jdearieal o8 & &l

38 THY fRodode 16X God H g 38h HEGIAehelel dcdsh W GHAT el ¥ FHSA &l Wieiliceh AR &
S g% €1 SAIST Jeu # 991 S & grdl R Hohcll &, o fesgeare & MY Adr ga@e daeeds 3R
3T ATASA IRSE FATRT HT §cAT & TATT TIT & STUF ATdhdil ard T AT A &1 sasa o
e R & T Ife Rogedrs @Asila 1 odl #T oot HAT § Al 98 3§ W §HEN el B HRR
AT 81 39 Al HT Jafr SfaTor & i goiRk Al 1 Aol M| Rogedrs gemaemel Rar giees
TSteiiferes arél 3R AT HAg 1 oAeee S Hae R TR, alAt # g8 Ageaqol 3uieyfd g1 aur I8
¢ Fr Fad AfFAAT TR Tl FI AIAFAT Far g1 FH F$ a€ F WA F 30F 3R =, A R
¥ AT FAYA Ued g1 I8 ARATS Tsgafd TR I 3G 1 AT At TEARN g1 oA H [ &
el Heh Fogdedrs APl &, WO # Fodeds I @A w 3 fov 3ma= g0 glen| gaAe o
e, Fr 3R T & Feawdt @ g e § & a8 o g fawe wewsia 3k St #r seer-aeer &
foT ek gesia & T IR &

SRR & foF e 8 FSwRR A9 §, IR 319 gred R 39 g1 9w § fF Stel & el & Sgak &Y 91em
ARGl AN T g1 GATH MG Y& & §AT & AT SHSA &l ae [ehiolal =g 8, @Y &1 SETSel
SRl @ BIS S & dgal dF fheredel Hieat i Rge =g &1 qul O, usa & yueAd SeafAs
AddTg A W SNd giiiel el & v Hehfeud g1 guse A Rogeome d ey e Fagilar % gq
I JAT A T IR R cHafeUd gl @ e fear Bl 7 3fagey, 2023 & A & &l gANE o 254
gTSfodl 1 JEed TN UT| Tgel TWOT HT JcAeid & oG 154 SHSN dersh Rgr & goh g, ofehet 100 olr
33l off g g fr Fe & &1 TET ST e o s R S ASAT W FIH FEAT TABAT £ | SUSA g
i glaRaa X w1 § # Rogedes Wee & IE hdll IJURST o &7 Hor 7 &y 3R 7 & Asdhe
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ol AT Tolel Sogellgel & UM FAC| oFlar § 76 Bodede 3109 o &l R @ HAIqd el &
ﬁ'(fw-wHulsdl%ﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁﬁﬁéﬂﬂﬁﬁsﬂwmﬁgﬁﬂ%‘l

e Afd T 38T Jeu H Ao gied FHEAT IR A AT ATFT HT GHI 3UAT HIAT €I &1 a3
3R Rogees & €T Jeo fRIA Sl FT Ted & T &, dAfhed Tg AT & 90T Jgg Hif Al & dk |
ot GW/T AT AR HAERT WA FI FASTT G 6 9 e e 7 ST ST §, a9 ah ALT-qd #
glellcd SgaX o181 gl O &Healld & SIRT SHS - fhellEclle FHAEAT T AT ToAehrolel T ITEAT ool
& gl




