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Bulldazed no more?

SC read the riot act on ‘bulldozer justice’. But will officials fear courts or netas? We
don’t know

TOI Editorial

In defining a penalty for officials responsible for ‘bulldozer justice’, Supreme Court yesterday did good in
its attempt to demolish the brazen lawlessness by state govts, including UP, MP, Rajasthan, Assam,
Gujarat, Jharkhand, and Delhi. SC made three main points. One, essentiality of rule of law “as a safeguard
against arbitrary use of state power”. All important is the “distinction between exercise of power in good
faith and misuse in bad faith”. Two, on separation of powers, it said govts step on judiciary’s toes when
they randomly pronounce any individual ‘guilty’. Thus, state govts better stand down. Three, SC correctly
realised guidelines on razing houses won't suffice: it included “restitution of demolished property
at...(officials’) personal cost in addition to payment of damages”, in pursuit of its goal of “no scope for
arbitrariness by officials”.

SC reiterated there’s no place for collective punishment, which is what insta-justice of pulling down
houses of so-called accused, or even convicts, is. There’s enough due process even to raze illegal
constructions. SC has made that more granular and pan-India. Point is, there never had to be a legitimate
reason for netas. The ‘wrong’ could be imagined. For, what but distorted politics can ever explain, or
attempt to justify, demolishing the house of a schoolboy in a scuffle with another? Clearly, Udaipur
administration had viewed the two boys not as children but from some twisted notion of culprit and
victim.

Will govts pay serious heed? Administrations are staffed by officials timid, or fearful, or both. Question is
who would they fear more? Courts or political bosses? Bully govts may be a sign of weakness, but when
politics is to be done - almost 800 houses govt razed in Haryana’s Nuh belonged to Muslims - this counts
as strategy. SC guidelines are unlikely to altogether stop ‘bulldozer justice’. Accountability, for one, is a
quantity most nebulous in govt machinery. When personal monetary loss is involved, accountability will
be passed around like the ball in football. SC’s order is superb. Let’s see what the executive does.
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FIC FT AT TSAT A AFAATAT 9T 9T &

JUEHT

ofsfaer Afager & Fgr o1, 'Golldd 3Heded & Al ST H Aofeilicier Facaar Gama & fow smar ar, Afere
HIATR H SHA FHT AT T 3T STAAT HT b & Teh AT e & ol # Siehs o' 9Rd & I8
T Tod AFTA & PR AEAR & & & Ugl 'TeAhE3el & o W 38 3N g & awi A
gelEloR #a1T # gHl fagy =g fowm| gelEioR = Uy fFd &1 9 fowar o1, fSad = &
dere UT| f@gAT: AT o & qd ®A @ S 15 T &1 Alfed S AR STaT § IS gl WA
SRY FAT BT g1 oifched WSl dli@ & 1ERr S 3T grar fohar Jrar g & Sare g @er 3R
ST IRl AT § 38 TR #T SHE Q@ Hblel STHieT A GAr S g1 X @ & @l W g A
HIC & Hael o 3T I YJHTE U o9s gl hael H CTEAHIOT HT YihdT FI 3o JAfeer 3R [Tama =
fear & fF gearae 3R At & oererer @eft 3reaR enfAer gt I #1 of e 3RER e TEASRY AgT
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TIHTG W T GHTET T &l
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A FIE o FelBoR FRas W feer-fAger sy e 7@
AT #eT &1 A fohar T sifaseaor, srdy fasor &
TIT-TTT IR & [GoTh JAFARN HRas 7 gt are| ¥dr
forar Siem JmavTes o1, FEifE gosioN wRAS IOy &
foca dcal & f@emd ot g o 3R 5@ 3maR @ g o
f& 36 U FES, g@leT AT 3T HIs AR AT &9
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T &1 W §1 AME-YAGT T WY HRATS el H STTAT A gt o, Fhifd urr: aer 3m9ar 91aelt &
AT Thd AT A1 T AR F BEE F A FAA| eSO FRATS B SHAT SeAal H FHIA
fAerar ar, F3ifeh 3HAT Tg 3Mehiall @l & foh ORI el @ Ty &5 fAel| S8 HROT JoIsoR HRAS
ﬁmﬁﬁ,mmmﬁﬁmm%ﬁmﬁmﬁmm&ﬁw
T ER-gehlel EaEd Blel ¥ 3 Faolel 3 Foll Ird 4| sEfdT gl &I o Ig wer o el i &
"o 38% 9RER arell & g1 & S "erell| A FIC o FoAsloR HRATS H ol ot feenfader s fag,
mmwamwﬁaﬁ@maﬁu%mﬁﬁwmaﬁwwﬁm%@w
JeIsIoR HNATs &1 TEAT §G glet oI T &

e #1E & feen-fadet & I8 Tuse § & 3@ftea @A & o aAifea do 3R JHd & goarg
el & TG FISIoN HNATS HHT §| S & Toid WA HIE & %o H carear 58 &9 & off & o1 @
fr =@ Afhar doal 3T 99T OITORT 9T [AIHUT ol 39 @Y SiueT| ¢®eTT ¢ o ar gar § ar
FEr? S o g, T A F A 1 3 AfAFAT gae AN Tl W Feot Ve W AET TS AT
g g RTE dcal 1 qEared off € Sea iRl

JNA FIE A Tg T FgT foh 9 et fomdlr 1 iy o & ST AR IR A g3 AT Iiereld FFH
g, Aot 9ol Ig ¢ T &1 3eToid Ig H1H HE g ¥ A 9T W@ 87 ISl g & gl HIE W 5q
g WX T IR FXar, Fife g ot @ B 787 & el 3R #Afhar dcal & 39+ e $r gor
ﬂf?ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁ%lﬁﬂ?ﬁaﬁ%‘,ﬁqu e A mgqé\,ﬂmﬁfﬁﬁ%mﬁ?{mﬁ?mm
O dedl & AHC H FE 3P q@el B A § b 3 39 @ Tol @ HRGHAT T ofel Tieer A
el g S g1 Jg off frely & Bar =18 6 @efled 3ravmer & facd dcal & o oo |om A8 fAer ardr)
S8 HROT AT JISIo] HRATS H AT A ol & g1 3T giar & FlilA HIE Ig @ urar & Jorsor
FES =T 7 i Y 3ua &1
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AT & g & g @A AT
feder a7, ( dE® A FEITIT NF I HHIH F qd e § )

| @W@Wgﬁﬁ,%ﬁwﬁﬁmﬁaﬁﬁm
g #O4T e & fT geert & gY see 1 ey e § R
STeq & 3ot i@ fAe Sueft| sE% fAT 98 geg W W U &
I H U3 IR P gFAT A eIl IJ@ar § ST 9T oA H U
e &1 Falfaal @ v & a-adiel a1 3@ W e §
gAR SAifd fgant canr et & faerg & AF W gl & oy
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Sellel T RN IR §1 §F Uh T SHE BE IC §, STel Aelesit Hr AT AR guR dr wihar qu
S & S AT F {AC 7 &1 gH gar § 78 § 6 gAY qgd Ay v o@ e A 2 sl e
F guR & fov s=fea Roe, afafer sk Sfoet & @ & aueg god o8 & a7 & § 59 dua
??@W%ﬁvmqumﬁw«ﬁqmw%,gﬂﬁw-aﬂﬁﬁmqomﬂﬁu&dul
30 AR Urd el o & faw Aieemsit AR Afaar & s g g1 afar fr afafa aa gl Aifa
sfeam gfeee-3 R, 3 confeier $9fddr Roed R 3R gl & 3adier 1 T8 & & & 307 &5
RUE s T & 39 T § & &7 57 it @ 3 HY 3R 39 g @ aredd 7 aeel|

TUAHA FReg FHIG A el TP A FTWA W SN & §C SFefarg IRl 3R FHeR hT A a1
Fer g1 3 e faa 7 AeTem daraor off U soie HuT F e’ i ANfw A & So T & ®T A
AR el T ST STl Fobr 81 A6 1 faehrd Toh SAfeer gfshar &1 s@d A% sARd 3R dsh & w1
SeTcll, dfosh ol & Sfael off Seod &1 9Rd & dolt & ot Ml AEE & 1Y g AT ST, Fguor
3R e Sl gAaat @ AT ST U8 6T Bl sHiaT el fae & faw gH gl ugepil- 3mides
fawra, arenfoe @Y, gataRer TeTor AR ARl fr defiedy & @FT ® ¥ W afige arfe e’y @
e A, RHF 3R T3 & v wrIgHE 8 Iaear I8 § 6 Sl W aedfas &e aed & dod
3760 off T 3rereh & S W B FE A AT Juar gfaee soilae T I AT Ao Trferdr (Tergd)
H RAIE 7 g Ui & A1 ok 37| 78 SRl o 379 Al TioCehIvT gielar & HHel I@T, olfehet
gferar & q@dl Had 31 A ITEIEY aTeT S HRA HT Tooll Tl T & 38 AH A 3R 31 o
el A A1 Eufa & a7g &) ael & @A vd dAcas A guR, gAE e qAieler vd Serarg
uRadel 1 GAAT w1 HePrae, H GTHA Td FIREN AT 3ehole], SehregFr &1 fad diwor, 3
faerrer, whierer 3R FAaTaR Tagdr T U A ANA Wl gH A 5 Ardf W Feeng & Gk R W ¢ IR
BARY THTH (9t A A a5 yoHEdr ¥ 38 €1 @are ¢ IR &7 54 Ael A favelvor & g & 3m
9o 3N WE ARG H wH YE WA A Rufeuge w4 o@r ® §? 6 g7 dad TclelcAs FURT § &
IS § 3R 31 oIl lel & ST hdol Bl A & Ul H § o9 §2 56 WA @ A TE ofer §
fF &7 93 GUR Y& e & AT FTE Teleifcr sTorIied & 319 & 53T I ¢ 3T g4 Teifaar &
T HACTT A HA & AN-clieh 8 T8 FT1 @ &

3T FRA 39T IAfASATT B & aF FT fT &1 THAT 3T I-T § I §H dIhlcHD DIHBIST Pl o
FIT TUSC Ao 3ol aTell WaTfa T oM & el | 389 o 3% &0 38 § & g7 e ugo gl
FUR & AU 3Maedsh ugel 3R 3oh qS & HYOT IRERT H HAHITT FAS of| T8 s @ dA@w
3TST HIGT & TY Y& A IS §, olfched Ig HaTol BT ST ™A & o gotoh s S efSeapior &, 3wer
afald @9 /T §, 399 AT o gl 87 g SHIAU AT g, Fdifh g1 HIS Ig AGHH X W@ ¢ b
hael FETS 3R FRY STl F FHH Tolel dlell ol & HROT ¢ ST 37 T 81, Afched $& 3 o A AT g
Y FAT TEHET 93 W §1 38 ATHAAr & goaRomEr @ e FAR AT 9T @ §| AN A H AT
3R 3eTehr HemTaeTT & FATCH Bicll SR 3T T §1 olleit 7 $RIAT €€ T@T & foh g SRl A GUR oA
A seorfed @ &1 Ae & o H GUR &I georriad & FHE Y gl HEeTE
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gH Al Rew & v wh 00 vhigd TET e 1 od 8, S e @R @ afddar ¢ 3k
AN I TEHTRIAT I AcHTgT JGId el T HH I R §ART €A 3oih fohdeadel W il dIfgy, o
fr afafaar afsa &= F 3T [eaffe W arRa &1 9wl Jfosy 39 919 W R &0 & g
QEIFIUT GTohdT I fohdalT gaTaemelr AR sl &al alell dall UTd &1 §AR 9T 3T, A= 3R &TH AT Hr
ST FE &1 3 Teh WY I FT AR GO R S § o 98 § SlgT A FIH A HI Aoleh el AT
gH 08 2ET S gEI, S 3Uel SETRehT &l qU e @It (@ # HaTH &l
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FeSeR F 1T I v e

FHA SAa, ( IftaFar, gia FE )

FWIH I @RI FUAR Al FelSoR HRATS T WA TF HAT Ueh glexll Bl AT ST HeTdd & FIh
W fear & F fFely ol = o % safov &€ d=r v @ear, e 3@ H@ui
1 HREAT HIAT AHRD &1 AL &Y, 3feTeld o Hgar - IRy e W AFel 1 Fitgeniaren el
o A Y & B a3, Tod T AT @ FF ToT WERI W T IRT 797 1§ T &l sRagar &
TETATUT T&AT YT S T@T 8, foed &y & Hol raunon @isd g W g1 geifs, @ a5 o § &%
goT HRATSAT T ThdleT IHeTHETD! T Jolell A qg{-i{sqqa AT T ST Sl gl

9gETel, AT T Sl & foh S 7 For off 7 Flw 20 yfderd fewam AfAhARIRNGT & Feal # Tl
feee 7 & wAed 3R ST & Al W, S Peury A e I9Ar & fAv a¥ g, gwd AT aE
gicd, INTeT, ¢y T8 e oo fov 90 @1 ST 3H ARIRI I gl dlell WAAAT FT §9 3erem &
olTT ST Hehel &1 TH JITIhHAUT GHEAT oeh &l #aIcl &l g1 ST oe, U # aeh off St &1 @relr Tpry
SHTE W dIg o H1g AT X forar a1am g1 AT $o o, enidien arar € @sr A A Sirr §, S g
H d9 & gY-Ud Folel ORI gl dF% HTAUIA & dgd o ey Fr JoieT gow 1 dufd ai¥a &1 o
T &, o0 W A 377 grar o 7 = Tl

30 TSR H A TiA FIE & Av e et @ ver Sw, A A5 F S R @ R daw /@ E
Plefel T TS A AT I WP A Aok A o A HThATT oA § IR 3 W FRa$ H At H ST
g, dfehet HATH § o HaTS el arell TRl TSIt & 8 T g1 AT SEardst HT G & HeATT o
AT Jerstor @1 forar omw, safar Tl wRarsat # 9ishar & drelel 1 &1 3feleld & Her g1 3Hererd &l
Tqse AT g o a7 3R 31 e, Jgr a% 6 foadr @ufy sarad fr S g Tl S s Ao
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RT| TET HROT § &F U G- G 7 3igrald o 0O s & o ag- 9# ag &, Afed
AT, AT ol T FHiehl ol IR FHSAT A9 Il T SJHTAT 37eT dieh FHASIIAT Hel S WUl qarv g

U AT HT AT JaT FEl 3HAh HAolgd g1 Ife fohell IR &7 &R eaed Y fear Sirar g, ar foem
et T & 3T IR o T o 9 &, I geIfdeRe T¥ YT X THhdr &1 g, I H fFU
MT HFTAFAT R FNars 3T ool T5ar §1 o AW 7 as Fogr g1, o7 P aFards H S d
IEIIA BT & AT, Afhad 5T AFel & ugell AoR & & d¥dR A% & U, 3987 Sleg & Slog HNRAS
FARTT AT HEeTH &1 PR O@T g7 fohar amn, ot v e regaed u{HquuW%I ares,
IR fohdl o |ET dlh @ ST @ler § 3R 38 9 g GEAaS Alelg 8, ol 38 €aEd A dF & v
I T B Tl Fehcl SToldl H 3 Mhier deT giar g, Fifeh AEH T FS FE ol §, W Ig el T@
Tl & [0 #AF A 38 30 GA-98 § Hi=m §, TSTHA Th-Uah $¢ Sisa & fU Agad & §, 38
A% oF & foar W FI5 Lavd = <

A #, JHHACT & AHA H oF HEl Hh FEIEAN AR Il §, Fiteh 3der AT T Aehell T
SFAeRr gidr g, ofcheT 30 RSRT 38 3ecd@r #Xa ¢l Haf-well ar sas fow &4t &1 st ¢ giar
g W 8 Tk AHCT A T §, S0 ool g A AU IfAHACT FT Uk HAHT SHIAU G e Fe,
Fifh HERT faammer & HOHNAT A Adidr HT &1 AdISIded, 38 S8 W S ATAFAUT FHgl Hh
doll ¥ & W@ &

Tg QT Y0 oA FUR A1 Rb & 3URT X @7 &1 Jg Flakad forar sem amfge & g7 dufay Afersw
39 HAfT T SART AR FY AR IH R 3RT F GHC | ATARACRIRGT T FE&Aqr Gk 30T g A
HA A §, FHOU W FHET @ WEHR Tl H AT o T ol HAIN gl T6 ¢ o Ig @G Th ofall
UfhaT & 3N JeSISR T & IS T el ST &, SATAT AT A& 3901 forar Sirar g1 Siafeh,
Ul FRasAt A STHIT & T ghs HI BISIR TG FT Lakd @ S g1 sEfeT, il wIE 3T & sash
T wifteRtoT & ATETH @ GAars i HT a1 HET g1 AT WA fh Ig Bre ¢ Hie o e qel
T A HEM IR ATA A IR A IHATHd AT & 719G AT 3T BT HEM| HE AR 6
ar fohclell STEleT foisher Fehcll § 3R SieTal & T & fohael 1A &1 Tohd 8, SHHT HEol A & oI
ST Hehdl g

HORTYATEA T Teh Ageaqol 3R TG Fewid & o fores srqrer foar g, dem 38 a1 & siw) fegre,
sfamaorRiEl # & ot Aest @Ry, 3a% aieet & 748 &, 3 qft s & g seie Afawfaa
IS &, dl 38 W JelsoR ol & UeRlsl g1 glell AMigU| $HH e & =41 & THeyia &1 ageln
gt faRiwae o ARt & Awrel 7 I8 G@m § & 37 919 39 o9 @ HEd @E FEend g o
SIS FETST goEd o @1, a9 Feln Hrars & fHEr @ A VRIS g ? 3R U AHEl A Felsio el
TN, aF TS 39 W Feoll STHT WM §, I8 dl 9T g Sordl I S 3R RSt & g9 aHar w@am|
$HY TN W & 3T 38 3R qer & A & R FH U5 FFT &1 FTAIH, Ig U FRATS Flefed
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3R cgaEdr & ded & 81, S TU I@e 1 Ageaqul fSIEHeRl goe @I o 3R & WERI W ST
ar gl



