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Healthy Healthcare, Unhealthy Politics

ET Editorials

In India’s federal structure, health is a state subject. This means
state government are primary providers of healthcare services. But
Gol also plays a crucial role in policy design and financing. This
shared responsibility often leads to conflicts with states, intensified
by political turf wars. Earlier this week, the PM highlighted this
issue, stating that the ‘walls of the political profession’ are
preventing the elderly in Delhi and West Bengal from benefiting
from Ayushman Bharat.

Importance of any state-supported health scheme can’t be
overstated. About 63 mn people fall below the poverty line each year due to out-of-pocket (OOP) healthcare
expenditure. Playing politics with such support structures does little to help. Delhi still can boast of a decent
health support structure, but Bengal’s system, as the recent RG Kar episode shows, is in tatters.
Opposition-led states need not always obstruct for the sake of obstructing. Data from Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Kerala, Jharkhand, Punjab, Telangana and Himachal Pradesh show that the scheme is providing relief for
families struggling with specialised treatments, especially for life-threatening conditions.

While states should find ways to best use the scheme and avoid politicising health, Ayushman Bharat does have
its share of shortcomings: limited empanelled hospitals, low coverage (only 56% of the eligible population
covered), varying level usage across states, continuing high OOP expenses, groundlevel corruption, private
hospitals’ reluctance to fully participate in delivering the full suite of services, and data mismatch. These holes
need urgent fixing. This can only happen if Gol and states work together to keep the proverbial baby healthy
while throwing away the bathwater.
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SMAR BIET gl Sld & HRUT HRA & fhaTer & 918 0 G317 H 3 el HT gl AT af died el hr
gfher e sTer gidr, ST 3N I1 {GT 817 H 39y glar ¢l forgren frae aiw g &, v dfi9-ae
& STAATAT & 9T gl safev Wdr & fsara $r 3ed afedr & gl oiferst gRIAOT & Someh & ara 4t
fepamel &7 T FEAT A ST A §C Al H Wiell AT I F s B AT WA FHRIcAS AR
e 3T YT Ag-3culeh ITsdl- S goire, gRATom, Jdr IR wAN & Thar o o amfRel Wq A
WA STelll § A 138 G- WAL Aol Hex, s I, Toh 518 3FATSs HT AR Scdoll gidl
g, ST AT Siad & AT 5dT TR § o el 3R 3mTura & o9l &1 Siaddlel &8 ay gc 4T gl
iR AR & 0 RBFrded IR fFe §, S @ & & Wl & e TG 81 ¢d &1 3T erdm
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qAT AT § AR GiA HIE A IO AGE Tl @Y §, Afhed Tl HROT F WA e & e
PIS TEd FHeH FAdl 3ot AT AT F FIH FEAT TR gl
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A Ao Yar W oRd 3R DT & e Ao aifaRre Reorgrer g 8 AT ST § Qe g & Al
o fearel W fAesat &1 e-ek fhar IR HRAT Fofr & qdl o@ & SHTh Follh # e o & ]
&1l STedr €1 SuHier Foih H T AR AfAw IR HE YE W &I ®F A WA 3§ 9”& fow
ey wraes # et dut & NS A’ o favely sddia f A 3Es O R Tgd Tawdr W q@
feafd el Y dRt TgAfa Jelr | 388 O el et & g Real & a1t dleat i 3da Fas o W@
§1 S 2020 F e B # feh A AR A7 F gF T ¥ IR FER AR F @Y 3Aw g
mﬁgaﬂm,ﬁﬂﬁaﬁwa:mmgcﬁaaﬁmﬁmmmgmmlmaTﬁ:a’l#’réaﬁ
& =7 ISR 58 faare A sl & AT doh FXd W® AR 3 dohl A THRIcAS Aol o el I
3o 95T & Teld Ura H F ;e &7 F WA A I Ferrd N> oiter o oAf| o e A faare @e g3 o,
S S FATCT g T g

38l # e 3R HRA & i derayol Redt 1 3@ &6 3R Sfaior TRET & 37 gt WX s 93 @ ol
o TRe ®0- Tohol FEY TANMAR §01 €T §, 30 TH R AR gfasell & AT 9Rd & 3805 At
ﬁ%ﬁagﬁmwﬁ%flEﬁﬁ@ﬂﬂﬁ@rddmdﬁ%um&a@ﬂ?ﬁﬁﬂwaﬁﬁ%aﬁmmmsﬂﬁm
HAT ST T & & & T § & ARG & Redt & 3¢ e [ gs &1 FIR g 37 a1 & &
TAUHY T ddolg odelld g (@l & S 1T AT ol €IT 39 o o9 I@gaTl T, 3T [T fAear fog
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T &1 ARFT 38 TTT FT o187 350 FN JIH R @M AT Fo AT & AT AR & T $S AL gl
UF BU & ARG & HAlg & 3ol AR A 9 &1 §F F T ARG A Al § I Teo § TH ¢
37 IARFT A [ 3ol ARCAT HAfal R g Fgd §U 9fasy o0 & & T &7 7 7 981 W Ao,
3HE 3HET WsT TAS ST Hhell &l

AR ARA & 39 Rl H TJed S0 W1 &1 TF & A 30 Redt & el g 1 @erw g7 e &
¢ 3R AR @ off FSEr aT W@ g1 SHTIT fh R 3 @ T e & fAe wE fRar g1 U,
98 e oRa & e f@TT oenarR g W g, AR g5 dREw gfEor St & fav oEnar e
HSMER o=l g3 g, 3T FIs Y ART 1 hcgTer Fo3iErsT gl X TehdT| AT T FEA TT SAIR HRA
& AT g, 98 34 [hdr Y §T F AT 9H0G el HLIN| AT o7 W@ ¢ 6 AT Qare gaelr arenr aa@siia
T 3T AT F Ps TARY AT vl TohaT g1 IR FAY ST ST Pr oo} §1 §37 & fob et 319t
3H Ol $& I hd deoh PIAH W UTdT § I b dg 3YeT [ATdRaey Afadr & [@Pisa &1 9T gt
M, 3T AT ol ded H 9gd R & ATY G AfRB ¢
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ARA 3R AT & AT gAdls IR CUAeT A faare AR g H TcA Fa & v o o gga s
TegAfd 9 § 3T Uidel & T W aEdfas @I9or W@r (vavd)) I8 3 TABRT | IHRIcHS
IR @S feam) a=r gt & dfest F o gl &1 fHosar dicax 97 3R weea & aRay aml 4 ara
Ugel IeTdle] UTATShH & d1G TE YAT &c g s ATl 3T Ig YAeiiad g M5 g1 W HN ooy g o
USET Tohell a@ & 3R W SUAIAGT & qarr 6 $Rd 3R DA dged Towdl & @Y Fo &= #
ATHG Hl gl Pl o U oAb AR T Gl TRI W Sddid X I &1 aradid & IROMHA T&awRa
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3R Suaier & A cata & et 3w A & dAfdeet Hr arodr Hr aftear qf g 78 &1 31 QT S &
ITAE o 3R & e ger v v &1 ey dR W S9 g1 st &R & I s od 96y ¥ favard
3R HGE & S R Tl 37 W § 3§ WA §U PG IE @91 oFg1 Y Fhel fob 7R AR AT & Frr [amer
I TS FATUE & 31 g1 Afehed Sl St & MY Aded @fgd =7 TR W S AT & § 38 I8
M Sudr § o wfasy & d ay fir Rufa Ad sl aedg 7 TSI TR W & JA6T dfodh
IfF TR W o IREaRSF Redl 1 GuRa &1 et M R gard a1l dRGH TR W 3=F a6 7 qoy
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Tl & &1 AT FHAOT o @ 81 300 Fo A g facer AN SR A gl AT R g 7 AR
Y3cd WAHICH &1 QT | 3oToh! S8 ST &l $Rd &1 &UfT Tsigy o gerar &1 Y| oRa &1 AR 3R
ST & AT Neat & dorg der & W & JueE feg Ay 1 urgel & TR W AT & T 98
hg=ll BT HAYOT § o HRA & 37eT 3R BT FT vl G HT AU HEAT Ag &1 3degaeyr & Axf
W T ARG &1 a9 937 AUIRS TR &1 A7 g1 Nood al fJg & Fdar @araor & i 18
"ol T o1 foh R et & foider &7 gege g1 ST § Hasd 3R srdfegaeyr a=t & T X I8
gard o T ¢ T #Ra 3 @ 3oa gfaueha Redt 1 @gsr &1 3menm god § 6 3= are feat &7 3
Red 3R 3ifte gomeg wd AER ghn
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AR & {fA &1 UF F87 0T dl U9 dl & eoied &l 3§ AR
AEIRT & AT Ypfd 1 IFUH 3UGR AT ST Hehl 81 A Foll U
gl T YWY {EIA: Ifeardll TATS eaRT fhar Sirar g1 nfeard
AT B A IET IO o@ fAEE 3R ge A gIiEd @el &
35T ¥ & ShErell & 561G gEer & €1 ST s8 adtasd e
& 3feardy FATS & AT i gl ST B

uriel T & 8 Uhfc &l Al FAS H qU AT =T g, el
3Tt @mATiot, e R aRfEufas maegshad o g g1 e
SiTar g fa 3feenrel & & 3nfeardt FEpfa 3R Serer Alell-aHeT & |ry
W® & 3R 3ieardy FATsT @ fAara TUeT Siarer €7 @M g1 el S Fehell & fob 3nfeardy Sfiaer iR depfd
& 3¢y, fara R wXEToT F gt F 3o Her fRwr oS 1 ofte awarfaat & Shaet o @ w i
T Bl

3nfeardt AT Serell F U7 @ arel 3ffieed UK & 3curel &7 3UANET 9T TSfaer & T g ® &
BT ek A 3nfeardh @At 39derd ditl Td 3cdrel 1 3UAT el AT FTRA A QW FA & fow
AT AT, dfeheT g1 & feat & 37 gl &7 39T saa@Re dv W off fFar I e §1 gy
3N T o1 AT FHATS 1 AT [Hel U1 §, o WA & 3o olldl SHBI G AT 33T 3 o

it 3R Scurel & AT AT & SIG b &1 algsl @I STag AMOT glel ofall § &difch s el o
goT 3cUIGl &1 Fed Al & § H SUANET AT Y& A AT &1 38 Il "ol g o U & dcgaedr &
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o & Ifd &7 & 352 & MfanT A quﬁammaﬁ%ﬁmmﬁmwé,ﬁﬁm
3RS fAHrE AT AT AT Toh TE AT & A TgT TN g1 gredlion, 3 Jeareh Famer <-4 ga
T Y R ATl Sl 3 AfAfAfeEt 7 nffer e o g1 3nfeand @l & Wl qge HiY Hd &
forT Seret it Frer 3R S|

HA A A6 B FN DT oA FAT IR F Sgrar Tl A Fr ORT # AT ded gU UR-ER
faffiest aidl 3R hEal @1 fAATOT 3| ST o FEATE FATST T HUHTR A T FeAA H W T
sﬁaﬁrﬁﬂw%mﬁwyaﬁ%laaﬁmggqsﬂﬁﬁﬁamﬁgﬁﬁﬁ@m@%,
ftper 3 o anfeardlt FoeT FN § F 3eoia AR ¥ 3=l &1 s gl & w1 3k 3=
A & HAl & HROT T AT IRYR BT YUMol 3T I ¢ AR 3oTehl Scureshel A gl Jcardr FaAr
ﬁaﬁﬁw@ﬁmmwmmlaﬁmﬁw?wﬁﬁ STl AR & F3a
& foT RIAR &I 379=AmT]

Giﬂﬂ?ﬁ?%%ﬁé?ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ@%ﬁfﬂﬁw%&qm Sigel 19T HLam gl
el THACTT Wll, gRTeleT 3R Sorell A RIFR FIdh 39l IRAR HT ATeld-DNY0T FIAT T &1 Tl Srell 7
IMEard HATST H Tehideh dIAERYT, W UE, FAfGdl, #l, SR, GRI-UfEEl & AR, AT qvaw,
gRaTel, o, FAT o aIReT, A & g ol Aehedl, IMN-THT & FIET, Tehided Tg 3 gl , 6
fog=o7, RI$R 3N ST ARt 7 HAoler e b §9 & e fohar @ g1 sad snfeardr gars
ol STell A 8 HAY 3R THeaAdl & T TET g1 30T $7 INEaRT FATST o ARAT TERA HT dlgh
HAT ST & FAMh g TAST QIR & WA FeAldol foq TERIA T dTeleT HIar g3 I e gl
mmmﬁwmﬁ@ﬁwyﬁlmﬁﬁH%ﬁﬁwﬁ arell AT
HRAT WO &l FAT-HAT T 306 AT & AR Teoldl Bl ¢l gl & el 7 Hcafeen 3nfde
HEcAThI&TIT & HRUT el T 3HeIerl alleh & algel feham S T Bl

T qafaRor va faerd 3T & 3TER fava & &Y Arel 110 AT geFeay Sorel wise gF W@ &1 Taia)or
fRIv=il & TR Tcdeh o H 3Uclet ${fA & oErstar 33 lderd T Felreoiicd glem =gl Jfe g&l
G SaTel &hed @ al feardl AT W kel YHd Usel Farsids g1 58 Hesl 7 R &1 3§ &3
g R o1 @ £l S H gl fr Fers F Ashad F AT 2015 & 2017 F T st 3R Serer & &7 & 8
g g HfA T gefd g i 9 B WY &, ARA A gl f F H YhA F fAT 2030 T 2.10
IS gFEIN A HT 33 Tellal &I F8T Felhd 2.60 FI5 garedT T &2 &

HRA #2011 B FAIUAT & IR, HRA H IR Fefolfaal H Fol Faaear 10.43 &3 &, S
AR T ol STAAEAT HT 8.6 TiclRIdT &1 MEGARd FHATST I U & Mih [qhd & AMAT el & 3682
¥ &g 3R ToT WHRT @RI &% ASATT o] H ST ET & aifeh 58 TAST A HiST Shaariel # 5 §a
de 3T ST ST 6o |
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