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No Female Foeticide, Knowing Sex or Not
ET Editorials

Last weekend, IMA president R V Asokan called for legalising
prenatal gender detection tests. His argument: the ban, in place
since 1994, unfairly targets medical practitioners, while the real
issue lies in societal attitudes against the female child. He’s right
about it being a societal problem. But the key question is: has the
Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition
of Sex Selection) Act of 2003 worked? If not, why?

Since the original 1994 law, India’s sex ratio has improved.
Overall, it’s risen from 927 females per 1,000 males in 1991 to 1,020, according to NFHS-5 (2019-21). As
for the sex ratio at birth, in 2015, the number of girls for every 1,000 boys was 918. This has risen to 934
in 2022. If India has not attained better numbers, it's because of the collusion of rogue doctors,
prejudiced families and weak enforcement. But other influences have improved the sex ratio as well —
rising education levels, political and economic incentives, and gender sensitisation. Considering these
changes and the law being 30 years old, there’s no harm in reassessing its effectiveness and exploring
whether the challenge can be better addressed through other means, including leveraging the robust
Mother and Child Tracking System (MCTS).

Two factors must be borne in mind if the ban is to be reassessed: one, integrity of doctors will stillbe
crucial to prevent tests/ assessments from being abused as grounds for medical termination of
pregnancy (MTP); two, the need for robust tracking. This means incentivising all involved in the system

to ensure that everyloophole is plugged. While putting more pressure on families is acceptable, anyone
attempting to bypass the system, including doctors, cannot be allowed to go scot-free.
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SAET 9= Ye1 X 7 T &1 refemey §Hst
T

IW ARG H T FAW # 3N & & #H gaferd 'qUr 8130, i $al' 31 Gfalo] #Rd & Tsdi H
HATYET &1 37 ART g1 Y Y& 3R AfACAS & ACIATA F 30-30 s & ToF & il § S3rer
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T e e Y 3T A §1 T8 g & F A Tow ey Fgaer F 3poft ®, e g8 3O aRg
398TT <l T dEal Hiole, 3redt e 3 3w yfd-cafFa 3y A gfaor & #efled 3R 3aX & i
I Fehol TR 3cUIE o9 RSN ¢, offehed Ufd-cafdd 3 & @r¢ et I & SAEr &1 IJeR &, Fhifh
STET fAIA0T H Uk Hhel I@T Sidich o@l 31@hel| g ot = § fob f9gR 3R A o1 3Me1ET Oefea A
1300 3R 828 ¥l ST&IT HRA & AT & HECT Geled HALTHd HIA HHA | AN HT G Geled
fogR &1 & 40 fderd g, ofehel SEdr AT I @ SArer g1 sl o HRA giwdl qed T3 Ird-egaedn
gl 8l ATeAd A gl W 1324 T W g1 faior R & @l o 39 fadeh @ ey | Fig
IR S AT €1 3 Aol 7 3T AN F AFES SACT doff F ol AT 96 W & AT FIHS 3
& gar3it & ge W ¢, fogrer 3 gl et A ¥ e scurewar # RWos AdE| dfed saer s Y
el I ITTel T AT FHSTAT g F41 5 Tedl # €T Tefed ST 8, a6 & gar Gfaior sk
& AT A AL S Hhd ? FAT ST Al B FATAT g At gEN? A AgT, FAIh 3o AR H Jarsit
F 3H TR A ddeirenr R&T T8 AT @ &1 iR Asdes fBr 3iR g & eRees, a-Rees
HTHIRT T & 81 T g1 3 ARG & T G|

Date: 23-10-24
fRAAe-Tans & Al g1ay & g W 3MH A FT °er

Fufer Rve, ( F&faTr af TFa J FeEr i et )

e et & 3 g geae @) Sfamfrar & TaeR M ~gga J 39T dIe qIR FEIA B §U
iefrRiaer sefoeia AW e & 359 st foam, qad 3R HAEd & & 7 Ada diftieres gfaafdd
& 9IhER 3fds d9 wAd, TETe f wfewsl Sv AEs IR rsEAIThe oW & HAAry SfAw garlew 3k
SieT TA. SR &I e

gl SoT gl Tear3ll &F FFEEar 7 R, W caasar & W, aF &y 3nwn & @[ey Frakeq i
HRAHAH @17 GEAW F AT Aefacr & afasy F o ImeEd BRI o T B et an A § &
FomIerr e 39 31T 7 YT 9T, W IE WS & AHAd el ardl @, TS & GHTGT TRl &
il STaTeeE SeXrel i fRr A T Hgcaqor gAe Al

s WY & 58 o A% e f@w T W R ar sfesw s@e iR smae 9 e fGar e,
S Eefgen TATer o GTAUR fAshffd el a1 @IS &37 3Tk Jhare 3MMie| IETel T Th g5 oliel o
QRGN ik & 58 foer o1 faer foham |
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2024ﬁﬁmq37»?rw§m%,mﬁwa@ﬁaﬁamwﬂ?&mmwa:maﬁﬁﬁ
fAem 68 Ugel & [ERR U arel I7 o JAafEE ihad @ § a1 e I1 R W Heg 9= ard
MY FEUTA|

ST el YT M GRUTH HT Neg Soiet A G fhar R 3o @iet @ g & @Ee ardeiee
fonar| Hider o7 arelt FISeT T el T ST S o B, WX AT & AKANT P [REPR S I FHAT
faota, faaa & ST @ 34 s &7 U 9I 9 g

e Hlefaehr & gfaar & $o ot Hod ALt 1 3Tl SloR & ®T & ¢l off, Hhsl & &I A gl g
Hewhles o N & ToF M-8 TgFaR &1 A oferdr, g8 sier o 38 el d & e gasfes
9 § HS[g ST & [T 3ehIhles =g gl

Fed1$ ¢W, ot d<Mierehl T aRSA @ fham oo fAel &fF & g & Avd # & orar §, 5 danfast &
3TH Al & T A selerd QU fhar a1 Y afserh R §8diege & il a gU ag FrA T

wmaﬁﬁﬁawuﬁﬁwﬁmm,sﬁamﬁaﬁéaﬁtmmrmwaﬁﬁaga
Tge AR BT o Seere fasfdd X foar ar 3 oAt Sufaar fawe & g e ot dar @ adh
gl

AT WA &, ST 3T JUH AAAel SEEICIC 3B g AT H oRE T Tt ganrr fad i dearferent
wmwﬁaﬂﬁwmmm%ﬁmﬁswaﬁﬁ@%ﬁuﬁmmmmw,a%T
AMEIS fAaer fhar ST Ihar g2

g ASAT HIS Pl A A1 ¢ o @6l Huladi & $H Haehl BREr 307 9T W@ &1 el e of I
¢ T T W, 3MA ¢FE 9gd HI A § Gl d% dol AT &l HIA FTON H 3 HUAN & g A
dig &t €, 3R ar off 77 RS fow 9= foF STent JAN9T 3T @eT ¥ W Fohal|

Hfomfear &1 W 58 a1 1 AFAG Folrar & PR @S Q@ Re @ Tad fGer &7 =el a1, ar wirg
Alsed I G oRE §¢ AT [T ST, ofthel 50 Waeel 1 QU & W el & @Y F3 & 377 fear |

g o o AT FE § O 3N EH HAST & FHAW & IR A gAed FAE A §, A g A et A
EEARIT T W ST ART, S AW WHN " g&A8T & el TeW 3007 Jedad e &1 I §, ot
39T dfasT fsh waRed & gl & diar g, fSaer AT 36820 RRURS! &l HAR Tl g
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HEAT 6T TIES

HUTGh I

S o oY ¢eff & g W W deld 97 @l &, oF TarTfas §F & 3ot e fasrm genfaa gar §
safaT g s & ware fhT S § 6 gsiel oot & A1y delg @1 R 7 W AR IR qeEadr
A & ToId FT M H RER Thid §a1 Tl &1 HRA 3R AT & T o o g ga7g @ Red sdifaw
AR AE g 9 fh e aredfds @EE0T W@ AT Towd # F#ATEr 1 dreldl FAgl ATl 98 3T
foeaRardT sfifd W F=@7 §1 15 S, 2020 & Il AFFT o Toae o & ARG &F #7 3ifawaAor e
AqT| gt ¢t & &fAsl & fig T 'g'wsa%aﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬂm%mm%ﬁﬁaﬁmw
forRT oT| ded SRR mw?&*ﬁ'&?ﬂi‘@TWWﬁf?ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁg‘éﬁlHﬁﬁrmﬁ%"ﬁ?a’lﬁféﬁﬁaa
T 379 39 AR T GIH Foll IR TATEH W 2020 F ggel FH AT @I A W HgATT T TS
€ WIHAR & HRA o S I SR AT A, 39 WA o o gHr gise A &Y g1 AT o Fer g T ag
AT & Gy TR & G1AT Fadl faarg &1 gel fAshlelsl &7 9ard &em|

FE IS 919 § [ Tea A gU T FOY & 919 o AT S R i gooia & g S1add f A
W ST T a9 & AT PR TR AT 17 F 319 dok g7 R &1 58 elar e d@Har & &R
W o ST & S SR BT U §| ool doehl IR ST FT AT § R WA 7 HRT & TF H F AR
81T JIART ITedrd, grefeusr AR doier & 39el Jar ger off o AR 373 off Tiercer e 3R SFald H
mmmgmmlW@ﬁmmﬁﬁmamaﬁmmmmw@ﬁéawm
gl & @ off Wil AT §1 AT AR AT AU dF &F H IR F TRl HRI o 3H T @
FRIcHS @ a7 gl il &2 & o faRar dglell & folv 37T AN T WRIR Al dGeAT ST
¢l 30 TRE 3R RIT ¢, ot faeay & @AT faare @l gose dr fgen & sl TFRIcAS FHed 3w
3TETS glem|

grefifeh ieT & Tohdl 87 T W a1d & AT S Fgall Hihel il &1 Y@l o H 3Hh AT ThRIcHD TG
O [ACHCE ARG Bl T AT T A BN, HIR WA el AT TG Teol of Fgall Hhoel &1 dRA H
TSrET gelf, arfheare 3R Afieier 7 fGwra aRASest & IRT 36T 3wl Alggeh see 7w gg aF
FAIET AT X ol &1 FHAI-FAT W dg ARAT BEH aTell STI8I Pl HUAT Idl FX AR ATH SGoldl
AR 3% 3o FAFY H Rw@rar @ &1 e AGEER A gy U HAisgel §aT @ 3R §ee # oEndR
JATH AT S@T ST gl 3afov 3T & 9Rd FIg 987 aar e & 99 W@ gl AR Jg ARG HI a8
A FE SN 6 3804 95 AU AR FIH F qY T F ATAHACT el ST F T9H effesd
ol T fordT| 3R 38 RE gl o ke 3R TFRIcAS @ & A1y 9a aXd g, af diar faarg i
3 gorgTer &1 37E ST B
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UG

WWWW:&WWW#@WWW&maﬂ—c‘ra’m’iaaﬁaxﬁﬁfﬁﬁw
IR T T FH 6 Wuadr fw W 1 4 2af & fig g9 7 = 3R A | 7ed W 3EH
ggaAfa s=r §.

Ife % ool 3N AfSier 50 FoAga & oae & ey fqaried &9 @ 3u=-3r9e dfAet T arodr @
feem # 319 @A 3ord §, a Ig FHSar Qe At & i ToeRe 3R gfausi deul @ geeiiad #
eheTl Bl

fager oRg ford AT & QAR & gaEsia & 9w fI. 5@ gaEsia @ I8 9% 8 -7 § & aRa 3
ot T At & drw SHE AR o dr AT @ el fare gelst I 8. 3E Siae Igi @ ol
AR e T & & gl fader A w0, SO A SR%A A FEl fF 0RA 3R DT A FAe Qe
Rufa aer 3tter 2020 & Rufa ) die 3muef

SIS, S[es 2024 H HRA-Hlel HEHT P AhY Heaiicdeh ST ﬁ'@:q’ilﬂ‘fgé'?ﬁ. fager A ST
39T 3N AT F aleT el g F@E gt o F @y gt fr T § 5T dow J wureaEs A
mmwwa:mwmmmm«wgw

T & dollel H IS 5w ey gedes § gua 76 Ay 3k Iseufa o Safir & i gfaushy
Jor & AT 3MaTs AR g9 & T QA ot o WART T AT g Fr haar AT § TR] g, 6
@y ardr & 987 7 SJaAq dIR gem afg asgufa o fSafier weifas siver Raa 8, o gfausia
" gElel 3R AGTTCNGRHA & 7aeTm 1 T & Samel T Iae g1 Heell &

T T IR T ART-AT el FHATT Fa0e) & AT THmaR 9 e o1 ® &1 &9 & fAger & @&fs
ARG WEATR T TF-ARA-DA (RTE) 9f6aT & dgd @ & O qof | ot & @ & aea=
T & §I¢ Jg [Aoliell ¥ T gl
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g o, & 3R DT & A OEAE AHEReT # AR A G e A e Rt &
dIaefe @ HRA HT FoH §37 FMMRS HENER 81 HRA T @ A &1 gegeh 8 38 Whl A A
Seotd $ft &gl ST Hehel E
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'Tfoea 839 3T @ ggard

adier RE

BfSca 83H 3RNTC TBS 3T FT AT TTRY g, oTE@H H
ggeIaelel &, Fifeh T & IS o HS AEsX &9 &l bR &
T § 3R B g3 3RTe A ol I@aRT 1 giEAT g @
g1 0l s F o &er Saer ReR & ® & 3R sl &
fRIAR olieit & gopeit &1 dear AR gl

fera ast & dgaR 3Rt &7 Frhr [_fdvar g &1 'q sre-se, A
d-9id’ T dof R AR 3T A9-AF dhl T TTgaR AWY T JH & | &l 39 A & A5 A
IR & 'RBfSed 83T RNTT'| 3T doelle I A A 3iTTaissd His H Sl deil 35 g1 30T & ak
W IFCER 2024 & Ug HeAE H ALY YU & FaN AT H U 65 ATl &l ofdl Afgell H 5 &=l deh
fBfoieel ®X & g HF ®oll Yoars fHar @r 3R 46 @@ T S AU FH e W OIET A A
AGAS FHT TF Afgell =g Sl I 6 el o Bioeel FRFAR w3 Sa1f o 2.3 F3 F9T o1 fow| g
AHAS H ST ge H AN3ME AP a7 W & 3R o7 Afger vd Al sirex &l garer HRIOR A
3oTeh! Tfeleddr T o1 alal Safr l 3iaTH feam|

58 RE HT ol A a1 gferw, dams, 891, geforsia sqQ), 0, ARehieFH 3MMie @1 AR aetene 3nfsar ar
AfSA P FF erfe s sUd § & ag 3roel el s i JAreh o & @ # gawt X ST B
SIM I ST ol & fIT 397 & RE & §Uhs YAl g, o TRIC & WId Bl SEAATS galell & forw fohar
ST TET & AT 3TPT Flel TREIR 81 3T § AT dg 399 THIATIIT AT 3Tdharcl fararaar & enfAd § el
fefSeer 838 3ET & 7T &0 & & v sor iefpiRge sefosia (Tans) &1 sEaATe X W@ &1 U3s
& SR F Trfe & FN-HSAAT & AT A AheT Fh AT B 3AA gag AW TR erfe F T
faearg feeml & FHIe g oid & 6 @ 78R dehe A 81 3 S T &I FROT T, SIETEhdT HT hal,
Hclsh g1 ol AR F A H g &1 o5 gl gl o, 'BiSed g3a 3R a1 g7l WigR 3Rt H
Uehet o forT 3t o q&ar iepet 3R TRITEIT Aea HaETesT 7 373 §, safav Wl ool &t qohell HRT A
glel fihelglel & 31H8Td ofT T@T &1 37l &I d@ # ¢ & YRIEId Agay i &1 aRy &elr 8, forger
BrIET Ags &9 @I fAS T g1 'TaRd ABSR WY FGIhih' A HRA gfadm A 10d T W gl 30
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geehieh H 100 <2 @1 i fohar arr g, o/ e AISs WEaR WY & JAF T # &7 MY w g, safh
IoheT (2), AT (3), AR (4), ABSRAT (5), JATAT (6) 3R 3AX FINAT (7) T TUHT W g

N

3Tl foReX Sfcadl #r 3idars dfésr v & IARY JAGT I AT 3oTehT el dGdRT &l Uled HAThe
A ST 3R 3% NeH H seldAd b SN 1 IFTH &A1 S T@T &1 Jionsa AfFw, HRW, Reder,
ared &7 FTREARY 3nfe $r oy, el AfFAr nfe F3-7F alel fr A T 39T A & aReEAr &F doir
e Bl T AT, BEgH IR A 39 SOl & @ § 70§ AT a1 Reder B woll N
FATRT OHY S Y ST foIm ST WT §l T & ant H i BRAfSIT F IRY TSR U FLA Fr
HCAI H 3eol@elld ol TS §1 36 AT & AT 3uFA a9 I ¢, o 3 Ffer a1 e Fwh
T H I I &, difeh IS SR Piol AF o g1 A Fo aul F IPTel T Gl T o1 39 g Ao
T ST g6 @ &1 T HAATSA I Tioead A ST AFT ATl UoH S, IETel ¥, B 9, 9EwA &
AH @ YAl A Fee W Teol W@ 8, TSk HROT e A @7 gohdl & Sl # 6F S &1 S50
TFHCAA F SBAATSIT & SIRY & e’ 3y FU &7 W@ &1 I§ F1H aRRI & JIRT FIr Jrar g
PIH, AioTer e FE3R & SIRT FT 7T AdST Jeled FBEoR & TR H Jqd & I &, oo AT &
SR f3ellc et I ST 8T §, Afhed TATATILT AT VAT 18T A &, forgerT HIIeT sal 397 38Td
gl

RITT & Tgcd fRdT 927 AT ATHNT HUAT T Foll JTASE TATR ofefael Aol fhv o1 8, forewd Awa A
gl Aol o i S1T FEr IS P &1 gHY THUHATH IT FEATT & SIRYA 8f 3w arer AAST A9a €,
fSras HeraeR o gTsW foieh feam g3 & §1 3MoTohel TS ORI BT HTed AT THUATH & gaRT
Al S T3 ol foIv & FolgR IdeY 38 Ul 1 agel X | 81 T sahATdle B AR Adoele
2000 & 5000 29T & AU SATET &I S W@ &, difeh h & & HASRK 97 gl 7 Risvrgd 78 |

SIS et & GRIT HEEETE 9T 379 § Td® &, https:/As @ik Aaer arem URL § a1 781 &1 gaifvad
HY, dIASCH IAT AGSe AT Yfeelh ofgeid IT 3Theld W HIS FHI SATThRT AT el Y, ol ofax AT
ST S @ 3V IRTHAC A [ Bl X & 3R 3ieTelisel oiedl, Hi@=T, AfHT, AT ar hr sEeels
gl #AAST i 3UeT FT A AT AT I7 THUATH a7 FeHTT F SARY BRAS gl Tl TEgRIS B
foieh & SiTeT & &1 ST Hehcl §1 A1Y &1, HeN AAd AT qard & g1 HW| eHAl Feld W gfard T A
o @ AEl fguh| AT SR | Wi, HTY, e & HGCdW H FHIGEAR ST A, Holo
UrHaS, 3ioTel foidh T N0 el F F9, Ao Sy S JWRTT W, dslien ars- 8 & e J
AL a3, UEEaRRE #1 SEAT A 3 WafAd &7 @ 38 39se Y e Jad Hgeaqul § ofera 4
gl Y |ATHS H HEUE & §a19 gl
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