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Major Mess For Minors

Child marriage is an oxymoron, a great tragedy, and very widely tolerated in India

TOI Editorials

Yes, time has seen child marriages decline in India. But if
eight decades of Independence later, around one in four
females are being married before the age of consent, that’s
nothing to be complacent about. Last week, the Supreme
Court delivered an extensive judgment on a petition
demanding stringent enforcement of the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006.

What it does is a) elaborately outline both how child
marriages violate constitutional rights and the varying
mechanisms available to prohibit/prevent/penalise child
marriages, plus b) lay out guidelines for ending such
marriages. But some of these are dependent on the very
agents whose shortcomings the judgment has first fleshed
out convincingly. Consider that child marriage prohibition
officers are shown as over-tasked, under-qualified, and under-delivering. Then guidelines outline how to
fix these personnel, to fix the child marriage problem. This doesn’t seem to be a very hard-headed
schema.

What the judgment does not do is pronounce that PCMA overrides personal laws, in response to a GOI
submission. Its reasoning for this is that “PCMA states nothing on the validity of the marriage.” Child
marriage is an oxymoron, a great tragedy, all child marriages are forced marriages - as much as govts and
courts may agree on all this, declaring child marriage void ab initio or invalid from the outset remains for
them a step too far. All that the law makes available is a court-based procedure for getting a marriage
voided, which can be initiated either by “the contracting party who was a child at the time of the
marriage” or guardian or “next friend along with the CMPOQO”. SC has basically batted the GOI plea to the
Parliament.

If SC had found in favour of the GOI submission, would child marriages have ended in India? As a column
on this page, ‘In Assam, the answer is schools, not jails’, has underlined, data is crystal clear that it is a
household’s education and socio-economic status that are the most significant correlates of child
marriage. Red herrings are not real solutions.
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Governor vs Govt.

Mr. Ravi must be withdrawn for needlessly wading into controversies
Editorial

After a fleeting moment of camaraderie, political hostilities between Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi and
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin are on the rise again, this time triggered by a distorted rendition of the State
anthem at a Prasar Bharati event. The Tamil Thai Vazhthu, rendered as an invocation song at official
functions since 1970, was declared the State anthem in December 2021. This followed a judge holding
that there was no statutory or executive order requiring attendees to stand when the song is played, after
a seer remained seated during its rendition. At the event that was attended by the Governor, a verse in
this 55-second anthem hailing the ‘Dravidian land” was conspicuously omitted. Though it was described
as inadvertent, no attempt was made to rectify it on stage. Most political parties were disapproving of the
omission. Mr. Stalin asked whether if Mr. Ravi was being a “Governor” or an “Aryan” and sought to know
whether the Governor, “who suffers from Dravidian allergy”, would propose the deletion of the term
“Dravida” from the national anthem.

The Governor took umbrage at this and described the “Aryan” reference as “racist”. Such interpretation
actually goes against the Governor’s theory that the concept of Aryans and Dravidians was mainly a
geographical, “rather than racial”, division; he had expressed his belief that the British had made it
“racial” to suit their needs. Mr. Ravi argued that the imputations against him lowered the dignity of the
high constitutional office of the Chief Minister. True, it was far-fetched to link him directly to the singers’
omission of a verse. However, Mr. Ravi has consistently linked the ‘Dravidian’ concept to an “expired
ideology” that has created an ecosystem that fosters “separatist sentiment”, and does not “relish the idea
of ‘One India’”. He has also maintained that the State’s two-language policy resulted in linguistic
apartheid. At the Prasar Bharati event, he had alleged that a lot of toxicity has been infused in the minds
of the people of Tamil Nadu in the last 50 years. Such views engender the impression that he was against
references to anything Dravidian. Even so, it was improper for Mr. Stalin to have waded into the
controversy by directly blaming Mr. Ravi. But the larger issue is that governance becomes the casualty in
tussles between the Governor and the Government. Given his penchant for political activism and his
antagonism to the government’s policies, it is time Mr. Ravi is replaced. Equations between him and the
Chief Minister are beyond redemption. The situation is unhealthy for the State and imperils democratic
institutions.
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Date: 21-10-24

O MMEHA R g1 gferar &1 qefy grelie TIcisit & ~a Jaeyr & e Aeld g1 387 =g #
gelieh gt T MW W I &l T §Y H Telar gl <A FT Ycleh TeAloll FIIAT F oI IAT B §V
T Rt AR 3R A 8 aga|

ufafe @rer (1747 @) & foeaT & v =aR@e 3fUsl =@ @ &dr & Afd #arg e 9 sRa A
Ferhdl N 99 815 HIC F =T Fr & i Afd TG B 7| SHHT AdATAS JAT gl 9| FiTAGRw
# ot =g & 7 wfaAr gt AIE & Y| Feudt AREH FATE o $8 JAREA I IR TE&dIee &
el § Ig €a¥d T & S|

T R & =41 T <Al & Yclieh ol Y= T gTeT & TeIel =grarefier S a8 wges o =4 &l &ar
I Tk oS ITAAT &1 3ATeRoT T §1 36 IiAAT & 3@ T 9T ger off IS g1 3@l W 9T Fefel &
3T Bl &1 Hehc Sl AUT| HleleT T e G GleAT ATMRT|

AR FAAAT o 37T FiofeT [AwTF 8 e dlE| S & Teh gy H ToldR Hall FfAffad et &l 3«
g Y ¢l &l GIaAT # delaR T 916 HiGU g1 &dl &l Tg Yo Haulioleh Hedl AR fafer & qaer
THAT 1 T &l § AT 1 Tg YIHAT 3HTehveh g1 3o¢ A1ST Tgars 918 g1 TR o gpe 3 7 & gr @
Hich @ HeI o= a2 gl

A HIE & GEahord H Tg Hfd TAMd &1 1S &1 @ ¢ &% G i a«r & @6@g & St 3R
gelieht § ER-ER TTHRT I W@ §1 HRA g3 e AR g3 afshar dfear ffewr Frar & sfafaafaa go
q| ARAT THE A HARAT ~AF G, AFRE GRam F@iedr 3R wey Ifdfags 2023 9iRkd fhel @@=
9¢ IseT HIclaled &1 Toh ¢ |

=T fr ¢ fr ufaEr W & TNRT ufaer & gy & dfaus & o saifor & ara & dfaus &
A §1 AT Sl T dlST el FERIAART g1 =41 &df &l sfderd arelieT 81 sahl wad grder Afd
urdie A A A | a1 # et 3R AAT |3t A w2 &l i HfA Seg| VA HEHST A O
T Fr gdr o)
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I FIAAT A IR Gioe AT g3 o411 gIR A T faede A A oIt FIE A &l 3 o sforas
AR 3N FEmEEal A farg ufaser §1 S oRA # det 3R FERa & fav dg e & ufa sger §,
30 & sfogs 3R s & fov glaT &1 T g

Tl Yl #AMT aEAT &l ooy Id A W 8, oAfchel g&ard ardifeleh i 1 Faarell 3rereld o &
Hcg &3 feT UT| ~ArIUIfSIehT o 3eTehl QX7 9&T g1 Golll i o faveyr Saamsit 1 & ALl 3R Jaet @l
qYHSE el I IRIT AT

gHUd 70 a9 & JeU Ul 3epie FET AT, VAEF Sfedl of I o o 9 A5 e Ig w@nenfaw qog @
A" 501 HeENT ~Ar e & I H GATl A g1 281 Ferdl A Feges & g7 A A A 3R
220 A 3¢ fAE AT FarTe f ¥ FREE! ddd T G Tel| 0 3ed 38er §

AR #H giear & yrdie ~argarfoer g1 gl Treiiel &l A ¢ cqafeyd =araad a1l s gRews, g 3R
Rfa 3nfe F=afaar & fav dr # 3 o afid &1 SemeNK Ia FAReE & FAgAfd tHTE gae J
gTle AR T AT YOTTell &1 Gaedd 31egdel fhar g

3ogia fofeer s W 9 AR &Y I <IaEdT & IR 7 ITod 3R AFAA AR cgad & & 3IRT
TIT| 3egia g A W R T AT GEAT P TSH ey HT 3R o oo I A 3m
TUIardr faeardt 1 §1 ad A AR T IR 7T SJIEAT F AR qarn| sEE AT F AT g
AT HT IETTT FAR T

HIAET & AR AT TS shsal & i o1l gcds &R W AR SRy I = cgaedr
A A, Areidedd, HIARA, JeEUTd e A relled HRA Y 7T FGEAT HT e AT g1 ~Iraredier &
foT AuRa 3mar @figar oA FAsuey F57 & arer IR TS 97T FT 9T |

de TS 3l W S g faaearet & 99 IH & A9y dh] HH Ad F| 3R A el & aAfrehar 3R
TST IJH & ST Al 9&T &1 IH o Afhar S 9dmam, "e’kar 9 St 9T 39 3R 3cdisa & §, §
A # 3¢ IR-GR &f3d AT §1” TH =419 AIEYT & ITIR &l §1 J¢ At 1 €5 ad &

#Ide, & AR “OHdT & fow 3Ta 9fasr 3maeas A Fras o fo@r §, "=arareher &1 g, Fsger
3N Te fovadlr g @)’ gewufa & &gr @, "edfFdera oy & fAw garard g7 e @ifee)” dfw
g A ToTcdaedT 3R T & IV Joadd@ &1 WX & $F 8, "HAGIT & Flefel Hagel & THY
39N g1 GaTR & el HHT &1 Hergel & dield [T ol & 37el@T 81”7 Fedeh TaT o dieled Tcdeh Il
I fARAYAT & AR BId | TrfeT el @ ARl HEI a7 & 37l o =a1g YOTell T MR AR g3
gl

TUfd AR ~ARIUTTohT Sl JTaSar g, offdhed JHTH HIHAT & ~ITIUTfolehT & 31T & 1Y WA g oferdr
gl =g # Sl gy B I8 @euid We 81 39 §AY U & ~aiedl # fauroi feweAt S de
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ST 5 HUS §l TE U F31 el ¢ W A Tg IUaT § b w4y A S FHT R GIH e @ |l
I ¢ A g Ry @, HifF = # [Qee fr gaea iy Rar & /vy g1 sararferer &
TFATA g, ofehed s Rprad o &1 =9 cgawar #t 3R fEwaT se3=r ghm|
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feocadial
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I AT AT aRT TR SHY ATt FT @RI

Date: 21-10-24

&er &1 FEW 997 3R gferar i aredt e S A AT SRd
-l & 3fedca, 3mEAT 3N Sa-fAfdudr i ggae g1 FS AT Fad
- S umn @@ @, sEe e &9 @ ¥, s e
WA A 3eH ASTadi-wo3i f1 dear & I TEe e ool
g, df AfRaa & 38 adr fr dgd F for MR TIT § =
R, Thg THR I A FA-URT H FATS Fol0 WA & fow
IR I8 FUY T IRASAN FT Faeagd & WY §,
& a8 Righw § & aom & Fofoat fir [fguar & @aw dea
& W & 3R saAdr 29 ¥ 3UE gonfadt & way dr Ao
geheeyr fohar arr g1 9w & 143 fohen &7 wofadi 98 S € #IR SaRE & 3T A AGToEl
T&AT T 3oTeh! Jolddd &X #H FRIEae A J4¢r 3R 394 fhak a8 FAST & oT 3TaT Tohd =18l ¢l

RN feq favafaearerd & wioft fqemer & Ueh el MY & §arm a7 § fh orcdeh @& & $HROT I,
T%oT 3R A& AfeEt # el 3R APR @@ &g S8 vonfaar faeed g a1g &1 HfRe 7R oa1q Ig § %
ATl T Yo &7aar 80 Ufaeld e Oc a5 &1 2N aarar & 5 39 ar St A fSde aoeer gidr
g€, 3T& 312 3da & 3F g §1 Uk FASel Aade T & U o deh 33 ST §, olfchel I9M H 319 98
geh? 50 T 70 IR & IS B

FHARTSET qATeRoT afepr FGIR 3 qor & G glel aTell HRAT MY Il SN 3% olsh HSH
US AT STd9AC & dlell 3 H YHId MU9d garar g & yaafas @i, B, seafes
3cUTel, U, tariEed werl 3R T Wal # YYFd Tehisd fhelel a-sgerge fihalel 3MMe &M afam Ta
3T g AlGdl H HASTOE & 38 S W U IR UST g1 dvay & ol faeier fqemmer & arhaw qrem
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At 3R wErgeE WhER ST A A FT LAY FdGT § 6 AT W & SROT Aol T o J
HiT & ST Wr g1 3987 e Rg & AT Y 999 @ ¢ STY ASTOAT Sl HEET doil & °g¢ [T gl TR
T MY A Th 3STER0T 8, ST G 379 A & G Gty Y ASfordl o Heohe HSU T 81 31T & ©F
Tl gl AT AT A SIS gaRT AT 30 F 7 gdr I a1 & 306w fr 9RuRs o1, awrE, g
FAT oI Aofedl &1 50 A STl ded gl S €| Aded @ §, Sia-fafaudr & $6 Hehe HT HRUI
fRATerly AfeAT o & arer ar § &, Aol saER 7 dsl ¥ gats X W@ fadedl wofodt @ yenfaar o §)

I 3R ST TEIEw AfRGAT H S 3w aut & R UEels, I § AR & o0 T SIS T Aglelr
1 YSTaR Fer$ S W@ §1 T ASTOl &F AT # 99 3MhR HT g Sl 8, FHAT HET-UTeleh 3T FHATh
& TFR H Sog IS Greld &1 §hipd F A AT TAHT ASToAl &1 IRT §5T St & a1 & BT
Fofadl & o 39T RN & o §1 Rl o 8T & AT SToll & HATT gl &1 3R 386 T
IRl &F W el #AEH gar § & Sier v quradr, varg e d@ wefad g Hed €1 WRA &
TSET Sg-TAfayar wieer (TadT) ggel & & e faenfoar, 3nfidr sefther 3R #raa F1d &1 #is arer
@ré\a%ﬁﬂw%ﬁvwmduﬂgw%l

Iem H Aol & T 937 @aw em gy a7 # gra-ard dedr argHeT off &1 sem Ay 'y & 25
fhallefier & g & &1 Sy Alse & dgd fhT AT M & g1 Tell fob 2010 & 2050 & & 9=t &
d9A H T ¥ IR T3 afeaad &1 3 Seadl g arell g1 U H, 3MhiAs [aal Aofadr & gear
9¢ W &, S av gaTarg 9 $oR aRfeufaar & i Rear & evqar wdr &1 safev 39 AFa #§
ghifaa gge g TR @ TS B
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