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India's SDG focus and its human development issues

Countries that aspire to achieve sustainable development need to take steps to boost
human development

Shylajan C.S, ( Director and Professor, ICFAI School of Social Sciences, Hyderabad )

On September 9-10, 2023, New Delhi hosted the G-20 Summit, which resolved
to accelerate the full and effective implementation of the UN Agenda 2030 for
Sustainable Development. On September 18-19, 2023, an “SDG Summit” was
convened at the United Nations headquarters to follow up and review the
implementation of the Agenda and the progress of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). A “Summit of the Future” took place on September
22-23, 2024, at the UN headquarters to build upon the SDG Summit 2023 and
its commitments by member nations.

In this context, examining India’s progress in human development since 1990,
based on the UNDP’s latest Human Development Report (HDR), is valid. As said
by Nobel laureate Amartya Sen in his book, Development as Freedom,
‘development is a process of expanding the real freedoms that people enjoy’. In his ‘capability approach’, the basic
concern of human development is ‘our capability to lead the kind of lives we have reason to value’. Freedom from
hunger and ill-health on the one hand and gender and income equality, and access to quality education on the other
hand lead to the achievement of human development, and, consequently, to sustainable development.

Development and the SDGS

The Human Development Index (HDI) developed by the UNDP has three dimensions: long and healthy life
(measured by life expectancy at birth); knowledge (expected years of schooling and mean years of schooling), and
a decent standard of living (income per capita). All the three dimensions are much related to some of the key SDGS:
SDG-3 (good health); SDG-4 (quality education); SDG-5 (gender equality); SDG-8 (decent work) and SDG-10
(reduced inequality). Clearly, countries aspiring to achieve sustainable development need to take appropriate
measures to boost human development.

The HDR 2023-24 places India in the 'medium human development category' with a human development index
(HDI) value of 0.644. India ranks 134 out of 193 countries. The HDI value was stagnant in 2019-20, at 0.638, and
fell to 0.633 in 2021. It improved to 0.644 in 2022. In this report, some of India's neighbouring countries have
better HDI ranks - Malaysia (63); Thailand (66); China (75); Sri Lanka (78); Indonesia (112); Bhutan (125), and
Bangladesh (129).

The HDR also presents interpolated consistent data which can be used to compare HDI values across years and
countries. India saw its HDI value increase by 48.4%, from 0.434 in 1990 to 0.644 in 2022. As for HDI rankings,
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during 2015-2022, India improved by four ranks, while neighbouring countries such as Bangladesh and Bhutan
improved by 12 and 10 ranks, respectively. China improved by 18 ranks. India's human development initiatives
lagged behind during 2015-22. One of the reasons for the slow growth is the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on
dimensions of human development such as education and income.

Gender gaps

The HDR also presents the Gender Development Index (GDI) for 193 countries. [t measures disparities in human
development by gender. The report contains HDI values estimated separately for women and men, the ratio of
which is the GDI value. The closer the ratio is to one, the lesser the gap there is between women and men.

Among the 42 'medium human development countries' to which India belongs, there are only seven with low
equality in HDI achievements between women and men. These countries, with absolute deviation from gender
parity of more than 10%, are India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Uganda, Morocco, the Syrian Arab Republic, and Kiribati.

India has one of the largest gender gaps in the Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) a 47.8 percent points
difference between women (28.3%) and men (76.1%). Female labour force participation rate in India is very low
when compared to many countries, more so when one compares it with India's neighbouring countries where in
China it is 53.6 %, Bhutan 53.5%, and Bangladesh 39.2%.

In the latest Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)-2022-23, published by the Ministry of Statistics and Program
Implementation, around 37% females of working age (15 years and above) were in the labour force in 2022-23; it
was 23.3% in 2017-18. However, there is a huge gap in female labour force participation in rural and urban areas.
While the female labour force participation rate in rural areas increased from 24.6% in 2017-18 to 41.5% in 2022-
23, there is only a marginal increase in urban areas (from 20.4% to 25.4%). This is a matter of concern that
requires further research and in-depth study aimed at feasible policy initiatives.

Income inequality

In addition to the gender gap in income, inequality of incomes is also on the rise. India is one of the countries
where income shares held by the richest 1% is very high (21.7%) compared to Bangladesh (11.6%), China (15.7%),
Bhutan (18.1%), and Nepal (9.7%). Income inequality in India is also higher than the world average of 17.5% and

the South Asia average of 19.6%. Most importantly, income inequality is also higher than other regional groups
such as East Asia and the Pacific (16.5%) and Europe and Central Asia (15.7%).

India needs to address these gender development issues and increasing inequality in order to achieve the SDGS.

FIT qIfhEdiel & TG A dcdid 6@ I@T 87
HIGHT
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ol & AETS FIFTRAA ST (THE3) &I doF H ART & JRGT & Sdsg AT qIiredre
TYFd A S FATA H Ghel T g1, olfehet facer #1 vd. STy goiraeimel STl 1 3gefeT gfear
o Goll| Wil 3 T I HHAA: HTciehare A 93T &t 3R 3T AT 1 THHAT T HFATT o el I
RTINS gU T FA1 & el o1 W] gredifeh WIfohectial & Jeteias F o §Id 9 @ a3
ATE, R AR IIfereara glat Toet R ST 9% Rgerr agd &1 Joff aF 3maes o fiva garT fu e
T HieT 7 deiele sea F at g & fager AR #F @y Sorm M| $EF 96 EHad: I F 39
e 3R wiferear & TEdT 3R wifede ke S5 & JeAe o SoF A olF gul wfREde wRalr &
g @ ANTE oy @ ASET §, [SEd R & F Wold @ W AR I FHgar gedlt| fogrem afeedrsT
& farer gl foh HRA HT & o sHA I gl BT H all AT & o Hcalian HaEr #/ TeA g1 v
el & §gd TR fohed e HRA-I1H HAT ST Tglell ST R, WAfche] STAART &F AL ITh A3 H Soh
Rregrer RIcA® &
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A AT 9T A
H9Ch T

A I $1 e FeEdT qIuTfleh 916 & ARTRePT Hlofel HT URT 6T HI deMfaeh FR gl 1985 &
e ey TR 3R 3T 3A B TG F ST g FASANT H 9] A A1 AW Jed Y feam) g6
THSINA & 6 ANMRDdl Hiefed H URT 6V Siighl Ig oFaedr & 15 A & 25 A 1971 & ugod
SITCICRT & 3T @9l & ANTRAT & S| $66 Tee Tg Al 1 Sifalr 1966 2| ANTRAAT Hefed
3H UNT & FAUfASAr 1 & 7S Al @RS gl & qIg e § A HT T AT ARG & fow
AaeA FX Thal, S 25 AT 1971 & Ugel 3T &, Afhed 3AhT Ugdlel Flh argqd HAoT ST, S SHb
d1¢ 3TUITE Th Hidd HA g, FAifh 3T T&IAT ar@l H § AR 3T gaid el $ToF 3T g, offehet
37¢ a9d AT Hihe g1 O ollelt H T3l aad AT S Fehdl €, ST SR 3¢ o B IR 8| T
e & & ST @ SRy F euEeds fig, digy e a avd o« & v R @ arer SE
3% dgl dlicel & FAdAS & 3eThl Sl 9T def AT 379 A T 3meiepr 3R of 5 a5 &, FAfF deameer
H d@ gl PR & JTEAIeIE & dIc dgl STATHT sheeddl Fal 3% ¢ a5 & 3R reagegs &1 i
G g1 I B T @ Sog ARGl Fleled H U 30 37 FMEUA T FeRT AT, ST ogr amm g
& 31 fcOsX 2014 & Ugel SaCe, Ufchedlsl 3R IHIMATAT & ART 3T HcqTETHhl Pl AR
UeTeT hr SITa|
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31H # $o oo 1966 & 1971 & oI SCer & 3T SEI & ARRDAT ool & 9T # safav =1g1, Fifeh
HY TST HT SAHTEIHT ol 98l T TRT §1 58 TR Hl RUR 76T gl ST Fevell, Fifeh 31T
Teh Bl T ¢ 3R Tgl Tl defel & a1 & & qal UIfehedlel ATl 3ol & TPl & ol 3ay
A q 3 ot A Fo RO & F7 A 3T IR Fo gEIRT F FT A| TARYT F TH I &I A
ollaT 31HA & 3Helldl e Jafel Tl & HU-GrT ol & 8 37§ §| S0 § 3 o 30y s 4
HRAT ggutel 97 gilel &Y T § 3R Aderdr a1 a1w g 348 & St gadfov & &9 & §, 3¢ aud dar
& o =gy, Fifs 3 TR @Epfd @ des H FH A W § AR aEAfee de-ae B fSemse &
Y g T GRET F v TRy off Yer FX W €1 TE Fe Hiod ¢ fh SRt & gy FiAR &
Ufgaanait 3R Feht AT T HRA I QU ORE UH I g1 Ig AT & A0 58 AT g TWHR &
Ty TSI F S TEAT @ gety

i E| oil I EI égé Date: 18-10-24

Refd IRa & T g & afAwae

adier sl , ( AEe Weasdt Rud wEwT & vHqw ¢ )

FIT 2047 dF U A ARG ST IHg g2 a¥ 2022 F 2,390
IANHT st ufd cafdbd 3T & A g4 o1 3ma arel quif & ¥=
H T IR A sE G H A &R A wfd safed 3 1,136 @
13,846 SR do A|Sfex § fF wrder &rhr 3iffe § 3k 9Ra &
3Td I are Gt Y A OF qga A FHEI TN gTe-hergrer
STETR A # AR T Erdeprioe geftr a7 6 @ 7 HHT &
@l T a1 P IS &, ST 2047 I ARAT ARG & 8T Ul &
fore @rhr @ Rleae ® & oAy aRadd B Feifaar g6 g
A& BT AT FA H ST Foldll HIR dAdhellehl TR 3T & HROT

T Al o Aol S S gefe A HegaR Sedt|

UH &8 T FIT BIICGT, S Agedlhigl o gr? AR TH FAgeareniall &1 31 Brger, o giffer o foear S
Th? AT FEfd & TA TR & W dr 2047 dh FRAT AR a1 &1 oe g giffe giar «gr fear
HAIR TS &RAF g wid THY QI §[TAT & T §AR I 96k Hleld FALA g, g Fehellsh IqeIse
gial, 31T AT gleT| SHTAT 8T &I HH Ha & TolT gH #aST A 3= dof¥ & AU GIR gl =@ifge
3R 3o g3t A grafdsrar &l =nfgw, foee & 781 &1 S Fehehl|
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3 AR W ARG FT Sgd $S g RA § AR g S STodl YR3NT FI 3T & 3T gl 34
TSR 8¢ TR A0, SgcX ARy Yoil, A, 57 U9 Golf 96k & fs UR AR 81 F Tl qur o
e Tge] 3EH § AN AT ATl ¢ fh 3T THR A 0/ FAT ST ¢, foraH Th A T 8T AL oS
Fhc? S & 9 deed, g N el # dad o9ral §| Wra-faune 731 58 @ al IRade qed
S ST

AN g A w98 ggel wrafAw e g 2047ﬁw3ﬂwaﬁm@rmmm@r§mﬁa§3
3O gl AUl $© &N AT g b Jruffe fAeT W veh IUAT SIEl @Y FA B SATEl Bl gl
gl Fifh T 3R TARTT 9T & TR W F$ HAAT 81 T§ AT QU RE Ield A8 & fehel
grafae e W A9y AF S Thed ITad g1 gH Ardger g foh 8T sgak &7 & ¥ & A0 AR g
freTent, shetrail, gawmsid, Riafw IRIGTOT M R dehred 3TH o T el H ot ST 81 g TufAs
e 7 Fen, Foe, FiT AR gEl ToaaR AfafafRt #r o sgrar & geml sE% o Wa-Ee #F R
Sol & Ak 3Tsdlel g1 Fifeh ol &l 3Td 3cdlGehdl dlell HIFAIR IdellcHs Y glar arfev|fsface deeiten
& SER SEIAT ¥ RIaTeh 3R faeaiat 1 R, ddd IRIefor, gur, & aed B Jorld W dol I@e
Fora 1 wrafaw Rem & fov e & e FH e gom, St @6 & A %, 9gd S0 o g1 e
TAfAE Tl P GURET IS HR faeafacare s« ¥ o Samer S0 §1 3R S @ aafaE
Thel #H 3TeST IUTadT arell fET A B o HlIer el e Sl acdA TAfASAT o SR G & 37
TS S Hehcll 8 198 Fehol H RAGT 316! g1 § o A Tald el & T fhefer o o @ T o,
qIfSd AT 7T AT T g & AT A od § fF 9RA faef@a 3 99 J1ar § #IR 437 3cagehar &
STE GUR 7 A &1 a9 FEr srfemawdr sl I g #F w5 &wr €, el eHedT agd A §
3R S gaTfy T ITIH TR Th AT IgAT Wb | TR G Jrelm R H G41 & g9 AT HRA & I
T e A AT §ol FA & IHelldr HIS fdehod 787 & 3 37 Ig 337 FHTr grem|

@l TTAfASAT & $IT HSROT 3N golls AN dfoiieead| [ afator vRar & aAas & 3faiskr & HrRoT
g6c 3Nk IEelel 3cloel &1 1T §1 3Tl Tl AT H SHH FhT gl | #ARA H 87 Wi Horehiia
HHTEAT THT QN Gl o R & APe g oo & F JofS F § IR 6RA H Wieh AZEHIA gl
1 Jorell # 37U W g1 At g A TN P H gEAST el & fohg 3w IeRT & &g o137 3R T6 &
foh HeT 309 FGT WeT & Tatel i A e A 1 R 31 30l Hi 3T H IS 1 & HATel
Fhl § AIN 38+ AT HY HSROT & U GWET3H &I §37 aAcas gl ey, fowd fid Hsres I
Hlos TR o enffer gl §H SHH golls & dgak Yorell 81 SiS Hehd § HIR $SRUT &I cgrash glaen
ad ST

FY SORT T AT &7 & v @i &1 Y g & T |1 #IR 38 $HY J g g H Joriey A
el arell JUTRRUTY w781 el a1 =ifev| fohame smefaat o3 ek gt ar & gi, s/sRor glawund suerstr gl @
3o o ST grem| 388 Aefddl W fAeRar &# geflt, fFae aued g 3R @y fraal # 3ar-gge
o aeam| e Toicel 3iftreh yatforelier giel, O ${SROT &1 &aeh dcds gl W 3T Hed ald foh STodl
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TS glet dTel T 3cdmal $r AR 3T & AT d¢ Fohdl| SATAT dles FCR I HeATd dedl AT
3R 3TH Ao A ThEE Wiehlesl S Wl ¥ g7 T Fehdl|

warel 9% ¢ o Jawesfie R N difaffcad # 3 aw #=i? g4 10 A 3N Saor FT 76
HhA? Tgell A1 A H fF ke B WA @ W 7, IWH 7 dhelih, Scue N ITRAT & TER A §gd
AT o1 ST & G@ o1 STelary URac H1 el Hehe ¢, s ®RoT g dAted &1 sfokeen @
fAgest & faT dOR & gRmIAEd 919, &9 Tl Hr yeIfa F ST ST W JATRYTT B WeH WA F o
Hlofe] H SGolld gl A TN, FHIAT 38 HH & [T Toheileh AT JIATET S HT SEAATT ol Sl THI
3T 3T g

FA TR & FET & T oS geifaar el & &S 3w o 3| AUl Sl dur HSRUT At A
FUR & WY Foll IRacte FEAT glar Sean 3R Bioee sifd &g & # Scureehar 3R gemmasiielar ser
&Ml s & I Tl 31 AR A G SgA SN g1 SFelarg IRad § S Seend o IS TA FF
STH TGN 3eTeXor & faT sk 313 Shiares el & ey 3Td W 100 ¥ 150 3R Slo’ (del dHI FW-
AT 3T A & B ¥) @I Far § 3R I8 @ Fee dfasy F sear swem dfea 3wTer gere &
7T H scifded agal FT STAATT dead & TTU & STHH FHAT 3o 96| STH gled arer o1 FT gare sl
TGl ST AT § FIN Ig g AUF & Fhhl &

@ﬁwzowwﬁaﬁawamﬁwa&wmﬁmﬁqg’ﬂﬁmwm%%&ﬂﬁwﬁ
3 AW ¢, e AT g7 IR @ @ifRwl tar e & ' € g gfRad aer gen fa gt
e 3R F ssrRoT qUr AR F dewre TAAGST AT F AT STl sEE 3fUE g [
T ar 3R s 3T B

Live
feccadria

o | .com Date: 18-10-24

ARIRSGdr & 1T
FaTerT

Fafed =Moo AFREaT IAATH & gede 60 HiT Fifaurhdl w1 sl [W@H Hgr harer forr
g1 30 urg =aranefiet & 9o 37 hger W THAd Aar At 3R 3iad; haer IR-Ts § 6T & UsT H AW &
HRAT ARIRGAT ¢ & FfOT 3T WIauTeT # AAY HAged g Faled AT & 57 hge F I &
T AR H S8 37 P A ARIRGAT fAer Sweft, S SAadr 1966 & 25 AT 1971 & & R 3T
g1 3eTeld # e[ 6T &l Tt A3 & IRA el & a8 o & AeiRerar & 1 w15 qH7T-
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der o W ST, AR ST F Tose & eI R 3w # uaer 3R AnRedr & & AT 25 An
1971 @1 3ifax A & B 9Ra & gueT AR geey a1 degs 3R SaAfd g, sarefd
TATH U IR AT Aol 81 T SgAd F haell 57 910 W FaEFAd A7 el 1985 H e
GaRT ST AT & Ush OUr HA g, 98 #8e o Wel Sorn g1 I8 318H §ASar aaan
I, favrad, sl 3R @A qgHTel i GIIATT-ERIETT el & Hedie @ foham o

S 6T &1 il & a1$ oY, IHRT JooHA I FHSA STHY ¢ TE cleshlolle] JUAHAT Isiia INEN & Aed
arell WHR, A WHR 3N Ao 387 T¢5cq I & g @i =77 ve a6 f{ar garae o)
3HA A 50 Fef F AU [T &7 § oEl 7 OF A dF T fHAT A1, 99 S FASAT g3 A1 3R
lelel FATAT AT AT| TG Hlefel o SoAdl, o AMAG STGer HT A @ SN 1 AT HA 760 gl 98 Teh
uge] TE M B T S o & STac)g SFG § Gl H HET Fh 8 & AR FHT WUR W ThH
AT SgAd & Hae W IWeAT §1 FAIHIT S & IRENGTST F HAR, HiEpicih-HHISTS HIETOT H
#Hohee, G RE W &l AL §3M & AR W #, Ieede 6V FI WUl HAT ST Fehel §1 ETelitch, Tg Th
9gd IR AT & F Aol 1971 & SIg IWH I ARG H 3T w9 A1 3R TP H] forr Jme, ar
T gream? Ul feeTs A1 3ERaT 3w oeil A o HNA 3 & AT IHawan| 31d: FEpia 3N @ &
o T Tl & [T &S Flofeil Sl ST & SoAhR g1 ThdT ST Hehell|

3T AT HT TH F G S A 31U Tod IR 3F dIG ALRGAT & HadT W AR 81 76T, g8 o« F
Rifad gler Famnfas &1 e 39 B F Fefed a6 T AR A FH & 5l Ig S 917 § F gAY
eToral @ o F&ar § 6 #RAT UeF w1 ARA FET dgoe @IfRUl Sl @ W dren HS i HEpla
TR SHEE F ARE A B &l HoThel T SEY FAR A IS ARTAT 30T H a6 § g
WA ¢ 3R TE Il AN FFFd T H 37 F3 a- 3T Tl g1 €T &1 7 a1 § 6 Ao U
SIeey #H o HiEeH AfGaar & eROT S # FHEAT g1 W ¢ 3N g5 30eh Irdegaeyr a @AfSHhaT &
IR H AT @I gl HRT B 97 & IUR W @l, dfesh el cIMde AHATTGTH-ARIH Bd & IMUR W &
e aifer 3R 8l feelt & aererar &efr anfgul

7



