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Judging The Judges

SC does great service to courts’ dignity by calling out objectionable comments made
from an HC bench

TOI Editorialss

Bringing to a close its suo motu case on two videos in which a Karnataka HC judge is seen making
irrelevant, even harmful, remarks, a five-judge CJI-led bench reiterated the basics of what should guide
judges’ constitutional task. “It is important every judge is aware of his or her own predispositions.” C]I
Chandrachud did well to take serious note of the two videos. In one, the HC judge called a Bengaluru
Muslim-majority area ‘Pakistan’. In another, he was mocking a woman lawyer by using offensive
language. Justice Srishananda had apologised earlier, though his initial counter was that his words were
taken out of context.

It's unfortunate SC had to remind judges of such basics. But rather frequent instances are emerging of
judges making either communally charged or openly anti-women rights comments. Have they suddenly
turned offensive? No. It is CJI's welcome measure of live-streaming and recording of court proceedings
that is capturing some of the reality of courtroom discourse. SC picked up this case, and in doing so it
showed it's aware of unsavoury observations some judges make. Observations that no longer escape
public attention.

SC observed “that the demands...of the electronic age would elicit appropriate modulation of behaviour,
both on the part of the Bar and the bench in the future.” Two developments over the last few years have
helped expose preachy self-righteousness of some judges countrywide, where own prejudices and biases
weigh heavily upon their conduct in court. One, live-streaming has taken the court to the public. Two, the
emergence of dedicated court-reporting websites has captured a plethora of cases, causes and comments
that otherwise would be limited to lawyers alone. This is forcing courtrooms to be that much more
accountable, in a manner of speaking, to the public they serve.

SC repeatedly emphasises judges should avoid patriarchal and misogynistic stereotypical commentary on
women’s dress, behaviour, status etc. But judges continue to make loose comments, a misplaced morality
damaging to the dignity of court and its proceedings. SC fixed that today - “the heart and soul of judging is
the need to be impartial and fair.” Here’s hoping judges will take note.
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We Were Warned

World is now living with extreme weather & extreme reluctance to take serious action
about climate change

TOI Editorials

Heat almost killed you? Wilting your plants and making life
miserable for all creatures great and small? Toxic air, a Delhi
- regular, burning your eyes, choking your airways? Rain washed

your daily routine away? Brought your city to a standstill in,
. sometimes, chest-deep water? Everywhere in India, in different
\ ways, the last few months have shown us what extreme weather
\
[
|

looks like. The cost in lives lost, infra damaged, work hours
foregone, and health risks is already large. Now, pundits are
warning of extreme cold conditions in some parts of India in the
winter. So, whom to blame, really? Mirror, mirror on the wall...

Scientists warned us. The first climate deal was inked over a quarter of a century ago. But, the
greenhouse effect was first identified exactly 200 years ago, in 1824. The scientist who identified it
wrote: “Establishment and progress of human societies...can notably change...in vast regions...the state of
the surface, distribution of water and great movements of the air. Such effects are able to make to
vary...the average degree of heat...”. By 1896, greenhouse effect was first calculated. It took another 100
years of development for the world to ink its first climate deal to “save the planet”, in the 1996 Kyoto
Protocol. But COPs have been a cop out - glitzy episodes of theatric climate negotiations, dramatic
emission targets, impressive goals, and shadowy lobbies. In 2023, US Congress and European Parliament
members wrote to UN about their “profound concern that current rules...permit private sector polluters
to exert undue influence.” The Egypt COP had a record 636 delegates who work for fossil fuel companies.

Rivers polluted and dry, oceans warmer and rising, glaciers melting, more 'n more ACs whirring for
longer periods - human action alone has unleashed climate change upon us. Rail at the weather, but it
heeds no criticism. How to mitigate? Even heat action plans are just that. Plans. There’s little evidence
coverage required to protect, especially outdoor workers, has been achieved - traffic police, airport
outdoors crew, street vendors, gig workers are all on their own. As are we. Withered by the weather.
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HEATT AT AT el &1 T ) F

UG

IMGHH &1 HIs 3T T T &1, FFell STIEAT W AR ellehcdd e, el AT Igoid HATST H sAfded Hod
90 TG 1 A MEFMcHS g UTiEdh T & HHeold olell I ET & | JolidT H Tsieid dle T Jreeh
gial § 3N Ul I # HA-GUR A HT sfcen AfPd FE gl | enfdieh FEamst & o 3ve R gl
el TH & S ol gad T HEAT A1 3EH N Afed FATST 1 AT Far ol § 98 TAN GURS
I HAST A FTIA: I AT Bl sAfdehcdr # FREC #1 Hhe ANBST Bl & &G & gl &of Al Ao
qfResr & HRA TG &l T FROT & o FAA FIC B FAS-JURS H {AST 7 AT T3 PIE A
$H AAIST-AS SIART & sl & fov &2 & T HITH canT 'TqTFe8 Gl A & TART T & I
T & & IR sEH SeIE IA-AT 3 Il (HUESTUH) HT YA Fel Rl Pl gl Pl oS WH
NSNS SWT "ATeFET & e Foll &1 Al & T@r g1 g6 Ygod o ol A1 & & Afgen AUIR, agT
BRI Tellh T Fegl W A A S Acfelr a7 & Al g fi oA Fawfas qensd Hr o dar
thellel &7 HIHA AT AT

Date: 26-09-24

feSTgeer 1 gTwal AT AT TH @I ¢ AdaATT

ST 3z @, (AR St rsddied )

H I8 oG SoHBA & geITTdT I™MaH § for@ @r § SIgT @l Gag feolgeet &I 3R & gl a8 T
dfaffes fAaEsa & Iad g Ud T # RO ol TS A RIS IR RSTged & &€ ST S Fo S
8l T@T &, 38 hRUN HT TGS T ISl el SIE &1 TTfehedlel T TG oAeallel Hl o Toh HAAITSE &
mﬁmwwmﬁmﬁwwﬁw@éa@w?ﬁvmﬁmaﬁaﬁwﬁmwmaﬁmm
f#Tor & 50 anf & i} & TE Fooil slg{-i{sQI arell a‘&raawﬁﬁ%?a&mﬁagmw
geT 7| AfdheT RIA3MT & ard Tsielifcrer dehd o8 AF 3R 9 v 3R TEgey YE ¢ HA TqEd A| a9
3@l fgstgee & WeRT forar, St foh &0 & R#Ale st & Harferd giar gl
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N BoTgedt & Aee @ HS AU ATUAT AGAT &1 TR Ggell HBHG ¢ Toh &1H1T RIA-I1SSHS T AAcfcd
e, ToEH 2000 & & @ SXeh, WRAT 3R olSellel AMAST &1 GET HhHG oIl & [aUer # 391 A
Y 3 @ o1, Fifeh WERE & ¥ $8 ooll UHMUSR & &7 F @M S1ar a1 g 1980 3R
1990 & EF A HIAT IRT ¥ SElAS AT FT AAced Bledal & fov fhar aram ar, S 3mARE &
eI & ®7 A HA Fham 47| 2010 & &2d a0 AR Fa@ Agcaqul Hhde el WA] §RART &l
HAT YTl T (8T &1 3T% foIv rafAe TWaRr gAT SoRiSel &a15 g0 & 3TaT & 3K 3mar waml

Afthel g¥leg @, AT & NI F 30 aR A HIg TI-HATRT LT AT a147| 30X A AGA=T g@T$ AT
geoll oellel & ST o Wl & & H SEAATST A o Qb Slefar g, ar 38 AR f&7r sirar § 3R
Rt &I gehsl d& STl 2005 H S & Al i gfd & fov dwarsr # @@ i fRaw
3UTRAT &7 fay e W Y9 JUHEN Ihieh g1 e &1 gedr X & 18 ATl Aeel 39 Roigear @
gXehdl T HIAT TH TET &1 IY T FRASTT fogeet FAT & AR I A AR HT Aam=
RECIRY

AlSET T & AT 7 3hee 2023 FH GANE @RI smuszrwﬁw‘trgﬂa”rﬁgélqﬁ%agwaﬁ
3T @eTH HTARdeT IS o FT H @I AT AT| oifehed 7/10/23 & AT of UAT el fohar, S s8@d
ggel foRel ol 3RT o AT HareeT o g ThaT ATl gAMT AsX 1 §ef T fRSigee H1 T @ 39ar a<ied
AT AT AT, SAAT 3T 3T FoRSel H MR Uche THINT &1 IR Y& fohar| 3o dk ) I8
FgT T for I8 pfoediar &1 a7da e & forw fohar S @1 o1, «fha 36l FROT g4 & @Y 396
fdegeiadr drl 7/10/23 & a6 @ Boldear o SoNser T 9000 Uk I §, ofdhed g 38 Fonsa &
SIS 70,000 FORISIAA & TelheT o 3Hellal 3R F© gl ¢ A 911 &1 F 9000 Tehe SR # g
Gt AT A, SoTehl 36GeT ST GXATY] FHIAshe T T&TT HYa T

Uod 30-40 @Tel & SoRISA o RoTdedT I 3EX A & HF i AGAT g, dAfhed 38 G FHraame
oTet fAel| SROT, Bl @ A HATS-HeX el H ¢ AR FoRIsel &Ml A WY [FAET Tl & /o
AT TET g1 7/10/23 & &1 T d¥dR ol 5| SRS of TINAT H S ST ASlATIPI Sl AR 3TeTT,
oo aRuTATaRT e Fr 3R F SRS W Ugell AT gHoll g3 Y goRIsel & dglT H A &
ST STASA &Y Hl AR FRET dge 7 ST 3T 8139 H gAY ol AR SoRSel o A Hl Tg
QT & fear & a 3det 'R A o G g 81 58 dC FoNIsd o goldedl HASU & Yo 3R alhl-
Tl A soIEC Iah 38 HAS-AFCA W A AR $H| B gas gaAat # oigeor & Beégs 3N
Aaa-wE & y9g # AR @TReEr @)

SoIsd o oo AF § 3T aF &5 Ardl W FRAS A §| W JHA Aol & a9 & g W ¢l sarsat
o 1980 & &k H AdeAleT I FaT @I & A 3R 3T 3o 20 AT eV 1 fager My & et i qfd &
fore smaed fomar o @1 81 a8l ghoorat & R{grdr drehd $ Retged o gréote a o g
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B LICE D)
A 3o Sf3T HAAH & g@ a¥ R g F HITW W TUHHA ' 3HAT
/FbEl stﬁmﬁm,mmﬁﬁaﬁgmmm,m
\“ G g 3THE fohar ST af SgaR T 37 ugd @ 3R 318 v sam=r S

ohdr ATl 39 AT F F3 @I Hhedil giae $r &, 39 g
¥ Yot & H ANEISH BT §ellel dlell shdel &l Haerar Af| 3eT 3eehr
AT Feahd al & & w9 g TS §1 3ES Toad ARG fav@ & gEy
Y §37 ANBA B [@ATTr S §7 AT &l Y hdol 1,556 IRIZ
Y & AT BT @Ad gid & 3T 1.2 I RIS I & ANSA
g & ® & 3R ey F waer @ arer 99 ufderd AeEd AF ST
33T &1 3 e faes Tl & 3cue # T g5 81 Relledt & AT 7 ot R A Seerwaa gorfa
I § 3R 31 3o AT TTHT 3MTeT I§ 171 g1 I8 o Ageaqol & T o & @efehserey & faor & faw
9 aE 3¢ o9 eh<‘|s$rﬁla“er§m%",mmﬂmﬁwﬁmz‘é%‘,ﬁmwmﬁvamﬁl
HRA AR Foll o 3cUleal H T gierar & =Y Fex W § 3R 27 1§ 3T 3T AT 3R STor
% ggd IAT 1 T&T & o Ak Iof Sf3AT H Fherc v Feredr Fecl gl 32T &7 36T AT 21 g9k g
TUY F 3P d IR & IAT ¢ 3R 397 o aut 7 33 dera 50,000 FS U FIA I A& @I AT
g1 3T ARA $s &2AT P & AT 1 AT F W@ g

TE gl oIl Tohell & Toh AP 3o1 S3AT ATHAT o IGT 8F FI TTAR dGelel T HA fhar gl T & dEaR
3T 8131 #H 8 deoler arfgu oY, ifcheT AT AT 8 FT| IE Uk a2 ¢ b A gIrat & g off fia &
Bl dTell AT e w61 g TG &| odaH O aequ i & Hang o @1 & Toretenr AT /R & foham o
el &1 U AT Ig o0 § 6 i & TAH Fol-Gof HIRT 3¢ 3 H T I HS /e & ST
FATT T T§ &1 THST Hided ¢ o ARAIT 3¢INPMIT dg T &7 H FAT sTgl Fell Tohd, Toideh T@IHATOT &l
HaA] 2 H gl S @ Fo gEqU o W E, S ugd oRA A Foch o ff| vk IR S o &
AT F FA FEA QN & gEY WX WHR M FE A@AT gem P gAR Sederafa el
FRIGRET T HPEel & H Fa fgaew ® § AR 3 a1 gAEaw €2 $o A A% 5o e
AT FS g6 A Thel ¢, dAfhed 380 g $o g1 fHar T &l
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