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Adulteration Central

Tirupati controversy reminds us how common adulterated food is in India & how
little’s done about it.

TOI Editorials

As the serious issue of adulteration of temple prasad at
Tirupati spawns a political slugfest, various places of worship
and organisations that distribute cooked food, investigators,

A and food adulteration safety inspectors need to review food
checks and controls.
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» 4 Who is monitoring | Places of worship are vested with deep
trust. Which makes the scandal of alleged adulteration in
TTD’s prasad a highly sensitive matter. Following the
allegations made in public, all supplies were reportedly
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suspended and vendors replaced, including those for ghee.

But the adulteration itself needs further scientific probe - from place of procurement of samples to the
period of adulteration. It also needs to be seen what quality checks high footfall places such as Tirupati
have in place, how frequent is the food monitoring, and SOP in event of breach. How frequently do state
regulators oversee food inspections in places of worship, nationwide?

Everything needs checking | Adulteration is institutionalised nationwide. Community feeding as a mass
activity is common across states, mass distribution of cooked meals is also state activity. The successful
mid-day meal scheme is hobbled with cases of adulteration where kids have fallen severely sick. Leave
aside fertiliser/pesticide residue in veggies and fruits, or antibiotics in poultry, or lead and arsenic in
water. Spices and cooking mediums remain among the most adulterated items. A recent Stanford
University multi-country study of lead chromate that took samples from 17 Indian cities, found 14% of all
samples had high levels of the metal. Presence of lead was off the charts in samples from Patna, and high
in samples from Guwahati and Chennai. On milk, cooperatives may have powered the industry’s growth,
but the unorganised sector still constitutes over half the sector, including for processed products such as
ghee. In 2016, Parliament was told 2 in 3 Indians consume milk that has detergent, caustic soda, urea or
paint. Last Aug, data shared in Parliament showed over 25% of food samples tested in 2022-2023 had
adulterants.

Inadequacy of inspection | Food inspections network is woefully lacking, failing to tackle adulteration
with the goal of rooting it out. What typically happens is a rash of raids, seizures and bans follows any
instance of adulteration that goes public - recall the Maggi masala mix case, or recent ethylene oxide
scandal - followed by no-one-quite-knows-what-happened. The alleged Tirupati contamination is breach
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of people’s trust. But food adulteration everywhere continues apace - and regulators do not look like
they’re winning the battle.
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Keep Up With the Flux of Changing Jobs

ET Editorials

Gol is planning to map India’s skills gap by building an index
in order to align the country’s labour market with long-term
trends such as Al and climate transition. Labour shortages

A skills gap index will help employers, employees.
are a key determinant in adoption of new technologies, and
early identification can, indeed, help both on the demand and
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N p supply sides of the skills equation. An index of overand
- —_— — —_ under-qualification can help workers, industry, academia and
b & J & policymakers to make the labour market more liquid.
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af'\h A Employers can adopt new technologies quicker if they are not
confronted with a shortage of skills. Job-seekers can be

steered towards occupations facing recruitment difficulties.
Educational institutions will be able to mould curricula to the evolving demands of the job market,
something that needs better synching. And policies can be tailored to develop rapid reskilling to embrace
technological change.

Technology is the biggest contributor to skills shortage. Not only are jobs being created and destroyed
continually, the nature of jobis mutating as well. IT that allows machines to perform repetitive tasks has
altered the employment scenario across industries. Al, which allows machines to make independent
decisions, is expected to have a deeper impact on how work is done in an economy. Yet, employers report
skills shortage to be among the top barriers to implementing Al as training institutes scramble to offer
courses on the subject. Gol has to facilitate the training and oversee its quality, ensuring ‘Al-washing’
doesn’t gain ground. By some estimates, a third of all formal jobs in the economy could be at risk on
account of Al Not all these jobs will disappear, of course, and policies will have to be drawn up to
encourage significant investments in retraining workers to be able to deliver in an automated economy.

India also has a special need for a skills gap index to accelerate employment in the formal economy. This
is vital for the country to become a manufacturing and services base for the global economy.
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gagtar fRar g, S 3l I AR o Rt 3T g & <@ fRar g1 sUeh dgd AR Hr
fAfodr sos Jua TE BN, 9Rd WER & JHe A afgd ar aRd Fufaat & @
Ao @re fheR & Qell-hsaed s=meel, S 3myfae @ARE &TAdT & HAedwloN Usaies AfJT,
Hafdd - IO 3K g% dieesl UlaX Sogciiadd H AR &t Aol S| gref F 3@Rer 31fa-
qRSH T&T CFAleliol TS Fe H d9gg Al € T &, Al I8 FA-RY A AT & 909 1 9|
&Y @Tel Tgel T IR W "R FlefT Fell| Afhel 3T HRA T Aol THHT AT FHoX g
gl 'Fars Wdrﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁwmﬁ@rmﬁ?ﬂmluﬁw%%iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
Ugel 'Fars’ T drell 966 I T Fal o 3T AP I HIfAA T A 0| JggTT AR dr
HRA I ATARS §F T T&TH Pl I 3GRAT IHRUT o8] gl Il & TRT S&dT o &l & IR &
AT 3ARET T §, T8 ARA & 3TaTar A9, ATecforar o F g1 eI370e IARPT & I8 3cdIGe]
# TSaies QAT Hudel B SIS & MY H oEh wy FEABH F AT ARAT HqA & R wS
HRAT TCEHT 3cdleeT H HaTH g1 S8 ool SIS &1 8 qeee g1 ST #HRT & 5o
3TV T IeIee alelt ¥ & AT fod gl WE ugell s RN St gfeEr A gg-dcd
SRS, SifId Aserss, fAfdeid Feiss Alhsdel FI AT 7 Hhad WIT-THLY dfedh Iad,
greT Hed, AT Teel, FaR IR FART Gl & v off HEl| AR e 316 g9k WIS
T & 0 R 3T FwRar B
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IR, AR, U 3R FMETIAT F HISA FAIS I Jg Todl R FFAoT o1, FHH IRy
call of 93 3cHig & A1y AT form) Hﬁwaﬁ@%sﬂmaﬁaﬁgmsﬁaﬁaamm
AYH § doch o g IR 81 3§ TEAGH A Fa1s gl & oI fEe yend &7 A Tareey 3R grem
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$E @ Slige T & AT TR IR FAG GRAT N I Seld & fAT 2025 H FA15 W@ W
T TR ARG Y& FAT WA g1 58 IRT feg-gerid & & Fe@mel & gAaey e &
garaeh faera Fr M derr Srwem| eriad fERAT 3R ARERAT @ 9R g & v gge @
W el 9T 8t SR feam arm § | e ¥ Agcaqol dASd §1 R ifiar e @ ]
I 38 GHI H 991 AT &1 Fa5 gl § g € 58 W F 9 A A A A
Fhall| SHh 37T, $H GFAGH H Fars AT & & AFehsFel AT HWell H H&d Felld &
fore foRam arm waAgar See A &l

fég grd &7 fa2d 1 e 3Hf¥F e aren 3 3w §7 § FFhT &7 g, [eH IR FAgred
AT - TIAT, 31hreAr, MECTor 3R 3RS | 39 &7 # I & ded @ & IR ¢ TAds
g1 ex3rael, e @ el arell gelfadl & UR el & Hehde @ €1 Fars a1 IoaT fohar amm o |
35U 819 # HRd A fAFT IEH &l AR, AT IR U DA FT HFEA FA F AT
agfeyor fiwr AR gur gdf fie aeR # sRa i 3Rl aea § | aRd o 3eh et 3R
qSrEr St A A f Yo @ A g1 IARK @ 3FhH AN Rl B | W H, 5o &M F Th
HY O 3URYT gl @ el @ el o A @ gel | JHer @ & fiEr 3R sEe g gt
& TS o 7T F AT T Udhadl TG R | 37 3T H Far8 &1 dren @R e a5
37yt # efag@e Fer ST Ghar gl

TheTgTel SRl T dTehd 3eAehl dehailehl HUeoTdl H Thr STel o9l g1 ST A H AT 3eich ATHAT
ﬁaﬁﬁw,mﬁa@mﬁa@mﬁl G GHTehsdel AT & &7 A fhorerel g
gferar & HeT qeaear 1 ARG o Vo $o avt A 30 &7 F FH @bt H §, W 39 o a5
Pt A FE NS 1 AR A Jefchsael [AATOT &y fm & sgd A & e AT e g, FIR
30h A g ST S0 §5 & & FAA o A fAder F7 3cure @ o, AR el 30
FeH g T v Il Futr Fr Qe Rdval i Fwa §, S Thagar 39dsy g7 g dT
| U0 H Fa18 oAl & 59 &1F # e 3R e & wicags ¢ & forw 3nfde #Age $ir avor
O fegg & Sca@alT Ada 3T &7 3FHIG HT ST Al &1 8Tl TFHT & 16 §HAR TUTHHAT
A et &7 A fAT SR el & Fars Rl & Qo AL &1 g AT r@sdar AR w@sl geat W
AMTAGOT b & AT I & FAST H g1 W $H TEAdehdl & $eIohR =gl T ST Fehel foh
Fars Fr Ffspaar ¥ AT Fr [™ar ar & gl
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