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Don’t Judge
Courts should refuse to hear pleas against creative freedom
TOI Editorials

Bombay HC was spot on saying creative freedom can’t be held hostage to law and order problems.
Hearing a case against denial of film certification to Emergency, it directed the Censor Board to make a
decision by Sep 25. But while this HC got it right, many HCs and other courts have ruled otherwise. This
inconsistency doesn’t help the cause of freedom of expression. MP HC had issued a notice to the Censor
Board on the same movie, for example.

The bigger point is whether courts should be venturing into this domain at all. As SC itself observed in the
Adipurush case, “everyone is touchy about everything now.” By entertaining petitions over “hurt
sensibilities” and becoming arbiters of what is kosher, courts end up granting censorship calls legitimacy
they shouldn’t have. As it is, India has an inglorious record on censorship of films and books over
decades. For the longest time, creative output hasn’t had a judicial eye on it in other democracies.
Literature classics like Lady Chatterley’s Loveror Lolitawere proscribed in some Western countries. But
those days are over. They should be over in India, too. For movies, India has a regulator. GOI should
reconstitute the censor board appellate tribunal - abolished in 2021 - to hear appeals. Courts should
refuse to hear such petitions. They have better things to do - the case backlog is over 50mn.

The Econoviic 'TIMES putes 210924

We Haven’t Missed the Bus to Africa

Mahesh Sachdev, [ The writer is former India’s ambassador to Algeria ]

Despite pageantry, high-level participation and big-ticket announcements, the 9th edition of the Forum
on ChinaAfrica Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing that took place on Sept 4-6 was marked by
incrementalism. Slowing Chinese economy has curbed its appetite for African commodities, the main
driver of the ties.

Africa’s lower export revenues have exacerbated the economic asymmetry. For instance, till 2013, the
China-Africa trade was nearly in balance. But, in 2023, China had a surplus of $64 bn out of the total trade
of $282 bn. China’s debt to Africa has mushroomed to around $170 bn, making it nearly 12% of the total
debt owned by Africans. After five years of declining Chinese debts to Africa, these climbed in 2023. In
some cases, these commercial loans have become unsustainable ‘debt traps’. With coups d’état galore in

1



&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (21-Sept-24)

Africa, Chinese debts have also become riskier. However, facing Western ostracisation, FOCAC is good
political optics for Beijing.

China was on a wanton quest for Africa’s raw materials for over two decades. It fuelled China’s
overcapacities from real estate to manufactured goods, and the current bust is a sobering story. Now that
commodity prices are down, Africans have learnt that it’s best not put all eggs in one basket and perils of
borrowing-driven development.

Nevertheless, FOCAC-9 has been reason enough for some experts to hyperventilate that India has ‘missed
the bus to Africa’. This is untrue. We are Africa’s second-biggest trading partner — around $100 bn in
FY23 — and fourth-largest investor. India’s 3 mn-strong diaspora is omnipresent in the continent. The
following needs must be met to help craft a better strategy in Africa:

» With 54 countries, 1.4 bn people and myriad needs, Africa is too large and diverse to be the backyard
of a single country. Centuries of engagement with the continent have given us respect and momentum in
several domains that we need to deploy.

» China has its well-known attractiveness for Africans, and India is often no match for them. But the
converse is also true, say, in pharma. We should concentrate on our strengths.

» The Chinese model of mass manufacturing is unsuited for Africa. Our proven MSME role model best
fits Africa’s eco-political requirements of appropriate and ruggedised (jugaadbased) tech, low-capital
requirement, company-to-company bonding, and personnel-to-personnel synergy. Language and culture
are less of barriers between Indians and Africans. However, the MSME ecosystem needs active
government funding and support.

» Soft skills are India’s forte. We are most appropriate for Africa’s managerial prowess, IT, skilling,
education and healthcare needs. Building such capacities can release synergies and create lucrative
opportunities.

» Over 75 years, India has built credible eco-political institutions from the central bank to EXIM banks to
EC, and stock markets, Aadhaar, UPI, Jan Dhan, DBT, India Stack and startup ecosystem. Most African
countries are interested in leveraging or upgrading their ecosystems with such innovations. This could
anchor bilateral economies.

» Despite its expansive farmlands, African agricul ture is in distress. Our success in this sector can be
replicated, unleashing opportunities. Commercialising this sector through a collection of produce, such as
edible oils, processing them locally and exporting them to India can be mutually rewarding.

» Defence and security sector is a priority for African countries, particularly Sahel countries — Burkina
Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger — facing Islamic insurgencies. We should leverage the
opportunities.

» Our large corporate sector has the wherewithal and staying power to explore opportunities in Africa,
but should not compete in the same market.
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» At the government level, India needs amore national interest-driven, holistic, but granular strategy
towards Africa. We must not abdicate our funding and skilling to the African Union but offer these
directly to the African states as a quid pro quo to strengthen our diplomatic hand. Signing comprehensive
economic cooperation agreements with African countries would spur our trade.

At a policy level, we need not blindly follow the FOCAC model. It wastes too much diplomatic energy and
creates distractions. Engaging with Africa is too serious a matter for showmanship.
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THE HINDU

Staunch the breach

Date: 21-09-24

India and Pakistan need to drop their hard line stances on the Indus Waters Treaty
Editorial

In its fourth notice to Pakistan since January 2023, India has escalated its demand for the renegotiation of
the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty (IWT), now calling off all meetings of the Permanent Indus Commission
(PIC) until Pakistan agrees to sit at the table for talks. India’s demand last year followed a logjam in the
entire process, once held up internationally as a model template for water-sharing agreements. Even in
the new millennium, the tenets of the treaty held firm, and India was able to win two major disputes by
adhering to the processes laid out, including the Baglihar Dam project in 2007, and another dispute over
allegations that India was interfering with Pakistan’s Neelum project in 2013. The issue over how to
proceed on dispute resolution for the Kishenganga and Ratle projects has snowballed since 2016, when
Pakistan escalated the disputes — having a neutral expert look at them and demanding a Permanent
Court of Arbitration (PCA). In a moment of weakness, that it may come to regret, the World Bank — it is a
co-signatory and guarantor of the IWT — decided to allow two parallel processes of the dispute
mechanism to run at the same time. To make matters worse, Pakistan turned its back on the neutral
expert’s proceedings, while India has boycotted the PCA hearings at The Hague. Pakistan has been cold to
India’s notices on renegotiating the treaty and the decision by the Modi government to stop all PIC
meetings has put the future of the process in peril. Unlike in past decades, when the IWT was considered
off-limits for partisan politics, leaders on both sides are now not above using fiery rhetoric. Mr. Modi’s
statement after the 2016 Uri attack, that “blood and water” cannot flow together, is perhaps the most
egregious example.

It is no coincidence that the spiral mirrors the unravelling of the India-Pakistan bilateral relationship in
the same period. There is no political engagement or trade and the 2021 LoC ceasefire agreement is in
danger after growing terror attacks and deaths of Indian Army personnel. It may be possible to re-open
the treaty talks, but concluding any agreement will be that much more difficult. All eyes are now on New
Delhi’s response to Pakistan’s invitation for the SCO Heads of Government meeting on October 15-16.
Such an opening could present an opportunity for talks on the way forward. No doubt, new-age issues
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such as climate change and the need for renewable energy and hydropower options on the Indus
necessitate a re-opening of the 64-year-old Treaty. How that is done, along with resolving current
disputes, will decide whether the two countries can save the treaty, once referred to as the “one bright
spot” in a “very depressing world picture” by U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower.

aﬁa w Date: 21-09-24
e &1 78 vaer Fifasdy & Far §

UG

¢ & gl AT HArT w1 AU AN F YHARH & @Y grar g F 0 9T a§t H Sieat @
JARSd TUEET W o ST 3R ST S & @7 AT I deheilen! faehfad el X e fhar ST W@r
¢l 3udh T T3nE, sicor WK, gamsit &1 feer g aifd & oAy & aRsehd 3o 3R USA RBeeied &
SIRT & shael ST W dicsh T R e # off areat 1 [Fufa, guadar 3nfg W 3R 3¢ e
IR TUIRT XA T deeitehr W T e Tohar sreen| ot afag &1 gar § & oo ast & 3 eear
BT &1 Sl foF SoT Sicell I 37 TAT & g7 T™T el ¢ AT @l SIIeT STRYT § ¢ & Tufa s
W 8, 981 @ gerdn S &b AR |y €1 3=gise arer &t # 38 oo SRS g ST Teh| giaiar & &g &
FA3s WS & Gl W HIH g b HBeldl IT Toh &1 8T & aul & JHE e I ol gAY
Hiasaaforr FE g5 €, Eh MR W WHRT A g TG PXeh Uel-STeT §liel HIHT FA AT g1 30K
A & 93T & 'Sigel YaUs @G g Heb Al IE HAGd Sitgel 1 fGehrd amr # 3@ wifa 3K
HTIET FIT & §le A Teh oA hifcd gram|

AR Rs PR

AAqd gl ARA-IARET Fr AH

s GifaT, ( TANFR AAWSHT AFEl F RV v hw: ERUS Faee T uréaw
FAGF &)
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gy 2014 & 39 dd YUHAAT Aeg AT F S SR Hdd
Th ¢ T IEm Hr g 3R ag § ARFr 3ARSr F#+r
C urafAEdr F S A @ A9 IE 3O ARA &
3cU g fdel @mer ged @1d 8, 3d9 3T FE @ ured
Tl B1d| N & HET &g §-3deh faehrd, deheiichl FaTfey,
- O afed A Seiolr 3R sreTenide HeleT| g7 Ferehl it
O AR @ IEA AN Bl AR A S IHARET HRA
I TEH F31 AHER ¢ &l g2l & e a&g3it 3R Qa3 Sl Tl FRITR 91877 200 3R STeR H g
HOT dMUeg HA YN IS & A ofemar g fh 2030 o g SUOR el I 9¢ Hehall gl 3T
AOTSTS AR & Ahae HARGT & Y AT A AR AT gt &1 o Gqfee g1 R 1 T8
3T FT HU 50 gfard samR & 3ar & 3R sHifov 3mRer @ siRa fr 3nfdw seafa Fr drer d@e e g1
MY erhl FH HRA i faemer 3rcgaear g & fov 3RS & @y sgur 3R fageh @ s
gl

grefifeh TR A fagell faaer & Arf o Ao 3R AR 1 y2d vd gfady wure feam S g, olfehe
A # AR T R RS 3ARET & AR qur 7 o ARl gel deRe e g1 3R fAawr @
Wﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁﬁmﬂﬁgm%,a%mﬁaﬁwﬁmﬂﬁw%lFﬂET?ﬂ%Fr,
A, Solacliaidd, TET JTHERUT, TTo Fofl, HdRe S AR e S R_ffes [_fastor aaf &
AR faers ARG & A@fhd §1 3+ GaRT @l AR 1 AR AT @T 81 Ju=THa Al TSegie
TE & aR H FT § 6 TR g & A AR W A H §, AAHIT il § o 3R S qooedt
e # S8 Yelufaal &1 M e HRA o H & Tsg & B &1 319 g0 AR aR A ag et &
SR S & feFarsit Hor Aeld-Sferd & 3R 3e¢ 9Rd A fAaer & IRT #d &1 FHA gefterar I
T3NS, FACH FHeYfedr, s R Sid WNeAfIAH I driesh o HAYfas gaarat d #gRd g
A dTel S ARGH AFT T H T TAT R WA | WA 3RA g5 Tl & A H o7 3rARH
ofi o §1 S F WA gT AL WHER A IANTT F T Fgeaqer AR IR AeATE G (3m599€) F
3T s ddeilerl & Hgfaerd 3R TgfdAmr W AR AT §1 U doelle & gl 3939 gid & 3R
38 T IYTAHRIOT 8T g §| Tg Soo@ey g o deheilenl & HETAAIT T 3UhH il &l & TS
GR&T HghR & afed H T ST @ B

SEHT e FET B ST WRY o AR o I HET Uldeded! WA @ FaeAMNer Hie@ahr & Ah
fear &, Sefh &t dicaPer &F a8 AR & T T8 R H dcR gl 3T Qg I0Telid H HROT
AR Fr I ”ar & & I s Ak 7 aead 7 398 3w e Swem AR 9fREREr 3@R
HAWTSEY JTEAT T ASC Y GaN| AR ollehald 8ot & oA AR afFd & O @ 39eThd FAR g &
FROT IARST F ARG T9T 3R 3H FAdT H ART T AT SHAT IANST HRT W ARSI
foraTer foeor sgaeunsit 3R AT St aemsit a1 g T # Werdeh T gl ARG Faei 7 wear
FANG-HRT FARS WS I 741 I &A1 g1 ARG 3Ty dJelel (3MHAR Sl &IT) 0= H
e R 3R 3=g ANQOT et A ey AR FIFA e el T HHA o HiT HAT I@er g1 aAGd
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3R IEfATIETAT T T ML FARAITRT o7 S/ ook TgT Aardeh & & fF R H1 AR F I gC Qe
A CEl oAy AT @ g g Aol el TRT, W HE WHR A 3H TCHUT F ddest A8 &
Fifer AT 3T T TR dT G@Tar W@ gl

gaAe fufadl & ara & e ofr ) gt g & fov gareRd e 3R 39l sTEanst @ At
3ARNET & T deTT WA FHI FATdT & AeT UaT gidTl STH IS THIT gl glall dIeT o ded ARA T
e gfaeadt §, Jafe 3aRer arRa &1 aaRe IEier &1 A8 WaR & fager Aifa a @ 3k
ARG & A # gy & gy AR Ul & el F AT §, ot 30 I W R # Fusedr g a9
ar$ &1 FET S FeheTh 3R ARIRE Bl STl & ARY ¥ ARG T REd &1 IHANHT & FT TWHRT
HEUH HRA & JHaRe AWl o e ad W@ &) S8 ag del & MiSar aur gefoehar gt &l
TWHR R d@a gRER & faecy gooar wdl @l 81 S8 Uold Hs AR ARG 1 Iffd gEaad
3R 3aEiSd Feat & fAv N Sgrd &1 T AR & AR AR o IAE & AEIH § HRA
H Tar gRade 1 o FIfRAT F W &1 Torar & F W e ARA Y Alhditae &THAT 9 3deT SR
e @A, e 3% t@ar aiRe) W et A ARaw seEhfa # A o FEF ¥ e HagerRierdr
HAWTSET Tofollid & W | HIGh gohT IARHT I 3R FI GHAT IR el AR 37 ATeIeloT hgell T
g, fohq aRE®s Ued W HRA & 3cU & faT 3@Rer &1 BFar sifadad g1 a8 ey #Aear gsan f&
IHIMTAEA, TG AR FIAR S U@l & AFCT o ARG IR 3@RET & g 3@
drerdel wET T@Tl T off, §Harar & d@r ST ar 3ReEr fr Ed gAR fav sRIR W & 3R 3mer o
| fager Afd & T8 fgal & afa I@a gH 30 HAT & GHTER 39T of SATeT g

Live
feccadria

o .com Date: 21-09-24

Y AT § U AR AT b T gl

IIRT Tedst, ( WhaAX T HISIT o3dT )

cllehcliiaeh FHoAl T ATYTAH e HRA Teh Heca Ul JUR &I Ggollel T TST §- Teh A T Yolld U 0F
USg & ®9 A, [ edifFed gfmanit & fav Aeds wafta o 8, ag #Agcaqer & o & & &7 39
9d W TTOR & 6 AR dihdiiae Junfedr T geraefiierdr, Faear 3R R2Rar & &7 gk §amar
STT| TIEY eliiehdd & ToIT Tolld S0 €, W 3¢ 4« & TSET fohrd & Tols &1 Jar el =gy, o b
SEHA T STelell AIRV| Teh WY AT HRAT AT HT G &THAT T 'IHeTellh’ M| Ig §AR ollehcid I
Geaafedd Fat & WY &1 SO H FH F Tl ¢
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3780 B T & T S AR IeArd HHAET B HoT F W@l g, THH ToTellicleh Gof AT o S geArdr
W W eae higd #d &1 U Ay Yo S S Fad F97 187 Ig o § 6 fachy s gl 3
AR S faspraslier 2ot & fov faQy &9 & Ageaqol §, 5187 aR-aR glel alel Al § §eiU a0 &l
39T AT @, TOELT Far AR ReT Sl SAl B QU A F AT SgR Sk @ fhar S gl
Aehclitaeh e HT AT § & Al Uef &1 FAAAIdH 3UGRT T S a1y AR v a1y gerg
AT 39 2T 7 T FeA

IoAldl & FHT § Th IifUe W qoefds Agle o, Fad sufar g7 $o Jgr § gefad
e sgardl & @ 3 g A GRlT @ & Jo g iR RFEaR © g Sfad w2 gl
haferal 3MRaEd glehY ISt §oll Hehall| SHbh HoAal, Yalral &l o’ oeh HFE HAgcaqul ifaat &
frateager # AR&w T a1 &1 e & uged 3T w6 SN g, 3N GURT # 3@ o & fAw
IRy AT @ S Bl Toh WY FAld 3oT Fehrac] T A H &3, fTH A8 397 HRiprel Hr 3@ &
e e 3R e W eaTeT Shigd F aHham|

Teh HY YoAd e & HAcleled H1 Y dgrar Aolam, St forell off wRife diehcT & AT smavas g1 gfe
STeIdT Ueh AT H <O9sh A X v o W@ gl safov geeifas cal & Ty 3R IsdN, ar
HAcal H FART F e 3w g A T H TR el TF WY GAT WA F TSI el
N T Hegl W S €T Higd A & v dicarge fHm Aderar 3ifas faarehe 3R glaaia
foA0T il SHE 9RA T Slihd T Haled gIam|

sToler, fthelldia Afed 3 AT & T AT AT I & FS TS AT &, [Sad T8 Aqrfiad giar g &
Ig Hisel UGN AR Tl 81 o7 3T & Toh WY &8 T W Tolld o & o o §, o ad &
AT, Adeld # Jefdr 3R 8% FUe M MAA g1 HRA 39 fAMe AdSTdBT AR Sifee Astefds
aReed & @y, W yomel & 3R 8 Hh oY 3oT WhaT gl FeIMW UR O TS AT el H
HISASAT &, W 3o¢ g AT BIN| FHIA! FoATd FIDHR I Tl SAT0aT IR cllehclitaeh AEMERT T Ferea|
THR AN IFT FAld o fIT TaR el & SOl F&a I QU el W T higd A & [T FaaT
glal HIR S fafaerarot 3R arfaehier Isg & I8 Gun dioey gl

g FHifdel TR 1 30l 9Rd Tk o7 fARfla qer aefet & faem & e #eA §er Hevl §, ST6l
UM SITET HTET 3R 3TRErT ghem|
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e Y geAEY R @E A g SR

gar siaq, (TReda, awera Az, FEw )

Th U Th Folld ag Al PR GaRT BT AT T F37 fRIaywhr
¥, 3EY FE QT URA & TGS FET o W YER e
GdlATh HIFAA & 38 Iar § o T a9 & greenm, o
hEeT A gEh UsT H 362 HiWE dlc HEN| N QU TASIv
Aot 293 A & &1 FAELU TASIT AT TgT glold AT & &Y
gl

HIN FAURT HSell & S & A Heal § LA seh & v
HIS o HIS Heal dl AT & | FHTAT IHR Th A Teh I &l
@ ddetg el W gl 38 g g f& gRamon, seq td #:ER,
HERTSE, SINES S Hecdqul Asdl H 3ol g8 &R gl o @I gl
a1 H AGINS, IS, I GUTAIY, Jo@NH RY FAT THAH FASE &l $o7 Hegl I =<l § FEY el &
T ATSTaT 1 U U T oA TG 3T T B

€ A arell o1 g & o HiSfer dF S vd R, gRAON, HERTSE d SARTS & ToA1d & T a1y
6 HT G TGN Bl Th G Th YA & v sl @fdfa v fasverar ik ofagar @ o gt garfoar
faerer €1 sa afafa & usgufd g W giidd W& fasfar & arffer gl A w€ &1 3§ At A
TSTHAT A AT Ffduel Afcohroll @sal 1 affer wg fhar s g1 FfAfq & o a7ar 3ee @, S
TOc & R e & T dF Aol &1 3HF 3yarar 3§ gfAfa & 3 3R gy 0@ iy & ST g
faarereae &1 afafa & 18,626 ey I RUIC A 91 X &) &, FIR URA &I 3R Fel Aar for@l b o9
Tadd AR fAUTAe AhTeT F1 AT Uh WY g g, dF fRE 91T T U < T AT ? 58H Fel
T & % faureasr AR Aeaa & gea Us @y g, Seie durdd gerd s8@e 100 R e gl
Adord, fAU=Ee 3R dlhaem gord & 100 ot ae O Adeled g &=, e AdeeT aof a=om, T 4
AT & QT Faleed fhar Sean 3R sqenr @ ot Sfefcm &1 & 3o u9am| 56 g gfshar # yddfaes oo
& Sfarel, gemdfds AR derder AR, e gef AT 1.5 FA3 o1 T & o6 @ g gfehar &
et A fiddie, et I SdTA H ST Il SRR B, SEH 30 TAET IR U FT gFIAT gl

RAE & 7 o a1 @ g1 Sl & T o T2l & faursrasn garg gf @ 8, J67 B TR H wrdwe 5
ay T T 2029 & SAHRTHT YT deh & RN AT ceh dehdiael 17 T TRAR AT ghalt, fSteferr 2 & 3
il doh &7 HRIPIT AV ZIM| VEY gTodd H 3T H9T 9 FAT 7 Govar & ? Ig Y e fFar a1 w@r
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¢ % 3R A To¥ WHR R Sl 8, o a8l gog gem, a9 & & fw € g, Sid de olmas &
HIIDTS BT R shg TSR R ST §, aF Fa1 9 Tog TWeRT A 7 791 T g swwarm 2

WHR & FE 3 gollel § & 2 A R-9R oA1d gl & doig @ Al fFaAor & gorear gidr g1 fasra
ST H GeloT ISaT § S THR 5 ATl H 4 Gl 11 A HIHA Fg1 S Hebell, 3HH B & T§ Gollel
fthofel B a&dd: Ig PR & ol H THEIT gl ¢l H3 Teh S Toh elrd, el Uh 2T Th o1, hefy
Teh 32T Teh {91, Teh o2 Ueh HERId| SI3HeA, HISTAT Ueh &2 Ueh TSET &of, Teh oAdl & FI T HIH HT T
g1 39 & &7 fafaar F arhd AT, 3796l AN FAolk AT g1 W, T WIITeT 1371 Aar & 3R ¢or o =9
TAHET T G HHASAT &




