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Return of law

SC’s interim order against ‘bulldozer actions’ is much-awaited protection of
fundamental rights

TOI Editorials

When, by the Supreme Court’s own reckoning, the executive is “running a bulldozer over the laws of the land”, a
departure from the usual ambling pace of the judicial process becomes imperative. In response to petitions against
the demolition of “the properties of persons who are accused of some crime”, on Sep 2 the court had said it would
lay down guidelines on “pan-India basis”. But various state govts continuing to brazenly short-circuit due process
meanwhile, was untenable. So, yesterday, SC did the right and necessary thing by passing an interim order that,
without its permission, no demolition should take place in the country.

Justice Gavai’'s observation that “the executive can’t be a judge” is critical. Take the example of Javed Mohammad,
an accused in Prayagraj violence in 2022. His wife averred that the demolished house was in her name and gifted
to her by her father. Besides making a mockery of “innocent until proven guilty”, the egregious injustice in such
cases is that even the accused’s spouse and parents and children get summarily punished. Right to a home being an
important facet of the right to life, Justice Viswanathan correctly added that, “even if there is one instance of illegal
demolition, it is against the ethos of the Constitution.”

Part of the GOI case was that the court was getting influenced by “outside noises”. While the court denied this,
democracy means to always heed the “noises” of the distressed, wherever these come from.

This order does not apply to “unauthorised constructions on public streets, footpaths, abutting railway lines or
public spaces”. It is conceivable that, in this guise, some govt will still attempt “bulldozer actions”. If so, SC will need
to swiftly undertake contempt proceedings, haul up the officers concerned, and make it clear how serious it is
about these transgressions. The brazenness with which such actions have been embraced from UP to MP, Assam to
Rajasthan, Gujarat to Tripura, leaves no doubt how much govts have come to value them politically. The fig leaf of
“unauthorised constructions” has seen a lot of abuse, which must now end.

Date: 18-09-24
Election/Selection

TOI Editorials

As Delhi’s new CM, Atishi has a high-profile job with a short-term tenure. If AAP wins Delhi polls, Kejriwal will be
CM. The bigger implication is what her being ‘elected’ for the job says about Indian politics. Atishi’s candidature
was ‘unanimously’ backed by AAP MLAs, after Kejriwal proposed her name. This is the pattern for all CM choices
by all parties. Unanimity here is a thin cloak over the lack of intra-party democracy. Atishi’s key political virtue for
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the job is possibly her fealty to party chief. How much support she will receive from party MLAs remains to be
seen, since there are examples across the political spectrum of such “unanimous” choices later facing dissension
from those nursing thwarted ambitions.

Political tradition | Atishi’s elevation merely follows the script of CMs being chosen by one or two leaders of
mainstream political parties. MLAs rubber stamping their choice kills the democratic process, which would have
meant choosing between competing candidates by vote. Such top-heavy political parties impact the quality of
governance and health of our democracy. It also has a link with other ills of our polity, like dynastic rule and
criminalisation. The pattern can largely be traced to the Indira Gandhi years. The long-term damage that
replacement of party structure by a leadership cult can do to an organisation has been evident across parties. Only
a fair shot at big jobs creates an enabling environment for nurturing talent.

Western democracies | Our parties should take a leaf out of Western democracies. In America, all tiers of political
representation witness primaries that not just allow hopefuls to throw their hat in the ring but also ensure that
party members have a role to play in who makes it eventually. So is the case in UK, albeit with a difference. In
Germany, political parties find a mention in the constitution, with a law governing their functioning. With
procedural democracy being all that seems to matter in India, what about a law that requires intra-party
democracy?

The Econovic 'TiMEs

Free the bird fromlts 'attack-dog' cage
ET Editorials

One characteristic of any autocratic state is its inability, or unwillingness, to
distinguish between state machinery and political tool. India is not an
autocratic state. So, Supreme Court judge Ujjal Bhuyan stating that CBI should
do its bit to dispel 'the notion of it being a caged parrot' should be heard
seriously. Description of the central crime investigating agency as a caged
‘ parrot was coined by Justice R M Lodha in 2013. Last week's reminder came
in the context of Bhuyan declaring Arvind Kejriwal's arrest by CBI in a
corruption case as 'unjustified'. Calling for the need of the statutory body to
be 'Caesar's wife' - above suspicion (of being a mere government tool for
intimidation) - and independent 'beyond a shadow of a doubt' is, indeed, the
need of the hour.

or, rather, whenaboutery - to kick the can down previous
administrations, just won't do. First, CBI must be redefined as an independent, professional body, and not, to
continue animal metaphors, a government attack dog. Even as it reports to the executive, it should be placed under
parliamentary oversight through the Standing Committee on Law and Justice. Second, its personnel should be
independent. Currently, CBI is staffed by IPS members who view it as a prestigious central posting, potentially
leading to competition to curry favour with Gol. To avoid such impressions, CBI must recruit personnel
independently.

Third, the agency should report to the law and justice ministry rather than to the Department of Personnel and
Training and PMO. Optics matter. Fourth, there must be jurisdictional clarity. Fifth, clear mandates must be given
to it to minimise tampering with evidence and witnesses. India's open society will benefit by setting the bird 'free’.
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Bﬁwwﬁmvggdlqﬁq&dgvawuﬁm?ﬁwqﬂ3?1qu|01 W AT gfaeyr ‘goeprer gHE' O
gaT o &1 38% Fo ©¢ Ugd A qodt o afted FA @ F 3cuer W PR I g oA
Hr | Ugel & THRT e H Uoe IR auf F AR a/ad & H8R 96 8T gl offched TRR HI Al
SUHIFATRS, o & ScUEHTh, gl A FhAlET Saell TF $& el o aIe 3 JgTT &1 FEIMS Ushel & fow
grael &1 AT AT IRAT| EHRT T AT N BT ¢l h FAGINS & 30T ofd @i grefl| afhd 3cureet
& AT F G U AT 29 30 HN ST HaAT Tl & YfASY F g WAl A & fAw ( Arfen
USIST HEAT &1 Heh) UHHINS ¥ 2.3 AT e & AT do e o & 3egAfa & 718 g1 el F $iER
o o asf & AHT T Gl B, Afhed arae f g s o T A o v &1 S/ @) o=
frareT fr AR arfoe F8 § 2 ey & age 3R DN & e g e, Y Y ot fr d9 J
37ar| s Irgd ¥ AT ST faera e &, dfeha frare o fAata & ot e, Gaa aRa 7 of
TG §G d o TSl & IH T¢ of AIHR WA A H 3T Sl g1 FEIMS o ¢ ST IR FHeA
351 §, oifthet 38 Aifd & HROT Tgel dF IYfT FA gl & A Jod ¢ Y 3ames 3Mqfd §¢ e & 3R
FAT FH g T &1 3R Ig TH TAdT BT &1 IART H U 'Hhsolld ASST Fed ol AT sTH

AU 8, Afhed #AEIS 7 9¢, ST AN FIH Ugl 3 W HFA oM B fhamat 1 3cHg qAw
@ & v 59 9% @ e ghm|

Date: 18-09-24
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A WHER & MW FwE F @ T Q@ @ | pad 3fAT ag o o @ 78 wose fmar fF 2029
& 9ol Teh ATY IoATd 0ol T SHAEAT Y & SN, IHH Ig TC § fob WAR 39 58 HAgearpiel are
A Q@ e & v gfdeey g1 58 gfdeeydr &1 9= T e garg a0 S da qd Tsedid TH A1
Fifdee AT Iregarar # aifsd FfAfT & o e a1 5@ FfAfd 7 uvs fTaR-fAAy & ag 9= RAE &
3oT STEM3HT @Y gT A & U FSIU &, S Teh AIY GoAld Fe F IS 3T Feohell B

Ig RO T aarch § & v @1y gorg & Ay & v o ® oF @wd & sfte §1 3 a% safau o
GEe! Aiad gl § & 1967 dF eerastm 3R faurasm & gara U | @ gl A1 R 36 aF &
3Mellsh A g A Fgl S Tohcll § o T Ty FeATd AT AIAUATFAT Ag1? FAT S Teh A1 oA gl
& A T AAUET T SURT Feh Bl A? T o e AL A S Tehehl foh 3T ol wehaenm & A Fo
a3t & A gld 81 39 SR ST & A1y NS, I GO, IRmhd Yo iR fAfeA
faenaet & g gU1 AT AT AT & T IR Aol & [IUH Iofla g Fohdd § o AT It &
FIT LT g Hehdl? aredd H g gelel faY & v Ay arelr Ti=hfa &1 & aR=mas & 6 v a@ry gorg
RIAT SITaEIR g |

Tsh HY FoATd hael SAAT LT glad AT o < I TR-GR gl arel geAral & AfFd el T gafere ot
gl =IfRT, A HaTeel i g9d & WA A AT & FHROT YaT gt alell HeATaeqsh Astellicih Hgal &
ST S Eeh| IR-GR oA g1d @l & FIHRT Al 370l TAAGAIN H Bhidee wal & fav o qreg g
Usdl &1 SEA fahd Td SieshedIvT & SiH FHIAT g1d &1 Uh Oy Iod A I $o aUsd g, o 98 &
TSTeiaeh HhToTAT| ISEied H 38 FRIOTAT &7 gReareT fohar ST anfgu|

FAT XH CRA T FH el gl ST Hehel &, ST6T TG & Y AUAHeN3T & o gara gid &2 T8 b
et o Tk A1y AT T a0 w @ ATl &of 3w Aol Td gerd! FURT ' 30T & 8 5=
W@ 8 GAY A AT A TE ¢ F 37 o Fdd U WY AT W HEAA el 8T, dfosh Wl HIS cqaedn
FaAY W o TS g wfRT, foEd gt & T # FREanit R I & Saar ooy amefiery @
378l A gl T A AAART & I E gTelifeh SHeh GSURUNA TsTelicieh &of & HITd §, Afehed I FaT
SeTar for @ gcanelt oae &Y Aahdiflae fehar At g7 9T aga?

Date: 18-09-24

Rgar it 1 qrrn

faw o |, nfeew Rwer , ( dav gumeesh #t wfds gemer afwe & waw sk R
g & svws-segaae § )
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TN F Heg W &d TAT ¥ R 96H gl 3 &1 56 T H
w foig g5 off giar § f 3nfde gefer &1 adier W 3R gsAr
gl AT TG AR Sar & 6 e 9efyr & fEaR & wry &
TN FT R AFHsAT &1 HRT A TR F7 3ehel TR 3@ 4
A SNaaarasT e arel oen fF gEar O Far Srar g1 Shaa [@aE
& foIT a3t R Famst i vh ~PAdH FAIT HF IR @ & AR

W AT & IS §l Fih oo TARTON & 9red HHAGT & 3rhs I
R aaaay a8 af aRa & 1 @ & [FuRa W & o gfa aFa @ifts @ua & d@er aJer
T &l oel T & TS ek H AR g 50 Jeufa @Y 3od e A w@fed far |

T & JewereT A G ST TAAAT HAgeaqul §, 3 &1 3EH T @r w relenfa ww & qRed
FG A §1 30 I A ool 3T ST FARTUT Al TIHSUH 3HEH A fAerar g1 36 aF # @,
aiRere, R 3R Ty @ 3 350 ATt W gl arel @Y W A AT ST &1 Taeised & giferan
Hiersl A TN F aRET & U 39T Feldl G@re ISl §1 386 3Hiehs e T Alofer 3R genfad gar-
fEem & @ &1 38% S st & gEy TOT HI AR s H gfEar 3f S &1 3 e 3
& 9C g4 $o AR 3 IR fAE, Afha S s wEe 3T E, 3% gaeh faveNor & g A 3w
F TSI P P cATISh IRAdT @l HI e gl

SHY TS § b ol 3(a Shael 36Tl W &Y Shiod o glpd HTel Hloled # g, AW, Bl AR JHEH T
3cural 1 ¥ TRelE & W@ &1 WU & A H FH qRace H HiY aifd, Nuor, T 3HR Sewedror
S UEep3 & IR WP g1 TH I & GHE TAShNl AT qsdier HY o Gl shiekd 3UHNT w7 A A
TN €5 &1 AAT 3T F 164 gfdRrd A Al IuT A 146 gfdwd B TR & A FHA MM
3R affierey S TS A SteReEd oot fewrS| amlor RafFwa 394 ufderd T selalr & @y Y W
ISt TETI SHAT GERT Uge] ol 3R o Hgcaqol & 3R a8 Ig 6 Tacaar & o ggell SR AT ST F
fen § 7 Siiee @l W eXe @9 & fgwar 50 gfaerd ¥ off A g o gl

HISTeT W gl Tl T A el Shael TR A GUR & Y & G & 9F7 & 36767 3 § & 3 oo &
Y & AT W Bl aTel T T 3T Tl STl gl ART Uge], 3ol & Tad # fTRrae &1 gefar gl
Y ®9 & 3NfF Toedt W Algg 20 wfderd «el & TR W I§ @A H A §1 36H gureia  {a
HeIT 3oal AloTell ST W GI&T Ugel &1 3 fffer & Tohcl &, fad U o9l &l HAFT 37eAreT Ao
@ ¢ 3P ToAd AT 39 AeT H Fo, dfeardr, 38 3cug 3R thaaa W& afda s ® & I8
e AR T FN T o AT F (e d AR AT §, A AfGAT AT 3caesT H AR
A9 W El I8 RO 30 o1d 1 @ dR W) @ifhd wct ¢ & gaAky $ Afdat $r feen waer
fafaefiemior & Wicares & W Figa &= kel

FHisfeT gaedr & g 3R e S Bl & AU FEH FPAaH GEdT Hed I T R Tl @
SIST T GoThl AT e & SIaelG 3elh Sculeehl I I T § o1 ggd dren gl O H Swr@and, 30
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IR FARA W SR A1 RHF vd Fad fAFT AT 3R IR A & T g F 3cdeshdl T 90T F
At 1 o Aot M Ig RANE T Ridrsietsn qgef3i Hi 3 Hha Hr g1 VAT & T Tge] THERd
GIET 3cAIGl & Jdglel S¢d 3UHNT & gl TEdR & Y 20 gfaea 3R ey # I8 @9a @ iy 56 g,
ST SeEaee & gHeT Teh Hohe R of @ &1 dHH MU-3gaus TRk & & I8 i § b
gl

W A, WHER & 5o FEEPd W Yerd & ol Nor § 33 wgestt & RAfewswa &1 w18 39 e
TRT| Y &, 3o W AATHAT & HATAUT ITHIT FI oo ARl HI TAR T 37T &1 3aTH ¢
@AY &7 & el gorerl & AT fhaT ST SR &1 RO $o 3R AgeaqeT Heal &1 3R o Heoha Al B
S AT & ded AW 38 fogrer ¥ Afgamsit 3R g=ai i FagAiaar 39mR g §1 WER @
3R G Wied 3cUrel A GIcHEe &1 & STaslg UoNfAdT i TAEAT 9= 85 &1 W # Hael HRRA Jd
e g & A, sfed weae F Rfduar o whfaw & getdh & Aues # 33 & Agcat #1 W
A 3 AT F AU T IMaRIAAT AGH @I &, S fafauarqel, qwor & oRqeY sere aF 9gT A
A T Heh| fIAT &7 F TN IRART & fAv W IS gger 3N 4T 3aeE 1 IPR 3H NUIE & AR
T & A ST T g Seel I T IUMFAT Hed FIhioh el WIS H FoAIAgHe IRacH
TIRIHAT T Y YW@IThd PT &

Ife 3uHIF & c¥agR A IRATeT 3T @1 § o HeERfd & MehereT 1 gfshar off 33 3R Geifed &
STl Tef HEIMS T TN AR HHeA 31 9TCan| Fel Ao, siolel H 3M @ fAfaerar, dedh 3meeen 3R
TS T Hear 3 IE gl & FhRIcHS Hehcdhl H gefidr g1 g4 de Afadl @ o aeerd
THY & AR deelel AT, FAlfh R o ghR G1fd & 0¥ W 3RRR & o §H TOeLT, Wi et
3R SiefehedToT & A R AT #1 8 Az Aehrer=rm gram|

&

AAAT & ey

Date: 18-09-24

UG

fordll IR ATATATY AT IR &1 IRT ST @ AfFd & B AT 3T FAT AT FelsloR d Ladd il
W AR HATel 35 W U T H FAHA HIE o Th IR T ST 'JelSoN 7017 & HH W ST T A1
#r g, 98 T WHRT 3N TEfT Aghar & v far &= &1 vy g1 I8 981 [Qgear § & 3R 318
IfFd e 3Ty & AR F GRS A §, O 385 WA Frefe 9har & dgd A N & qog
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3oy FRUN HT gATel S IHH B Tl fadm el TH & F AAS A FAds P g JAA P A
HITAR &l Teh 3fefc[e] deh & [oIU U 3 A oistoR d LAEHRIOT i HRAS 9 Ueh ofalm & 3R gl 6
e 3Her IAlT & T o RO & egrr Sv| gleife g TCRT Hidelleh HSh, Pedry AR TR
3t AT o oy €T grem|

3, o T T7T ¥ To T A fRd iFd W Al HT el & d1G 3Hb B H golsork &
€T FLAT Th ST HRAS AT o 715 M| Safer W FRAS FI FFA d-ais 3R 39¢ aAafRasmsa
& ® H @ S T U711 S8 & AcgoAor MY IeTeld o JolSloR HNAS HT AGAHSH &G el &l Hel|
greliteh 3T & TN &I 3N { HEGTdr FT Fgall AT & Ca&cdleor I wars Hiefe Iihdr & dgd
& | TR § o JorSon T & Uh AHS H HA FIE A gl & A Fgr A1 F voh AfFd & @h
IR A1 FgT e 6 A gl & STaele 39 dolg § 3HHI WX Agl TREAT ST Hevdll gl Teh dlisheliiaen 3R
FIeleT o QAT aTer q2r H fREY U ey &Y A H HoM 3TF IR B 3qF T R Cawkd W AGT
& ST T U FREAS FelA & AT W E el delel ot geml w@aE g fF Rl e iy
AT g1 AT 3T dohellehl MUR W €9&d fHar ar @, Jdfhd 3PR 08T FRaAe fT dichlfals dolg
ORI e H ARIW gIAT Yol 87 @ &1, of 3¢ & <@r Sirwa!

/WSS =
HeEI91

Date: 18-09-24

VT T TEAT AW

et wlver

HRAT =arguiferehl & AT T & ol & & HagaAMel ATHGT H TIdTdT dal0 IWel T 1A Far
AT B, oAfhel 38 dg Tl o1 HHAT HAT ISl g1 8T & $hel o fh 3RTdG dhorliarer ey
At 3R SafFT I ATHAT, 57 |l A 3APR FG &1 0 TATH 3EEI0T §, STl TSRl Astellide
ittt & 7€, afcewh TFeRl, oE AR IhEiAS SETd § S 3 oEi w T e e § S
WHR U9 3 Afdal T e i 81 T6 Fafder @adk @ gaa & 3maard g gidr gl

=T TIAIA GARTT Fel H FeAlfadr W o Tofiiidsd & & IRITT AHA &, A garfelehr Sl HFa
FRITIHT & FEA IT Yehe GaTd H HHAT AT TsdT gl 9 Hael WHNA {ell & [Werd S § ar I8
faarerede ~aRe fAgfFaat, dareet ar Teeiias gfdfhar & &7 & gehe g1 Tohdl g1 ST TSifaAr 3R
ANaeft gARaa fhu foem cafeaat #1 Sfed we & [T Sl 9ihansi & gREaR = 0dl & as &
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e 3rTgAnr & fAU RBad F1 d9 AT d& dele HI TAT F HFET Hg H W 981 & & F g7
foar STem B, o7l €1 ol |l T FeA g | F§ AT WA & ef=sa 20 (3) A AT reH- WRger &
& AVFR A FASIR FIAT g1 TSefas § F Gagaelal ATHA # fIael 3iererdl garT Faafad &9
¥ AT @ SRR Fe & Ygfd §¢ W 8, Hel & Ffel HUR FH e & IR & 3d e & |
Wﬁﬂgﬁﬁ?:ﬂmﬂﬁﬁr.m.aﬁ?méﬁsvﬂaﬁwwarm%,wa@@%maﬁéaﬂ?
3Td SO 3R STiFddld TIFdl H T #a H [Ohd T|d §, T gB-WHsd AFdr 7 |
I HFAT T FHordarel HT PREART T AT o FAT T I 7 WA F HUR & § 7 T
SAIE' A7 'GEIART T FAr' S 3Twse RT F THER FA T SARR F 2T &1 3% haor § Tadadr
¥ SAPR A & AT UfhaTcHs S & STAATT ol & [T A3 HF BedR o9 15 3R 39 §1d W
SR feam o T 5@ e &1 HRasTl HatTioeh FI&T $HT HIaeT T Seotel Al &l Tg ~ATgHd GIhic
& ieaor & fulia 8, Segla aea o & ar e & oF & TR w0 for | aggar & feqgd
ST ATFAIT TIATAT Pl TATC IWGd FH TAhdl I TTIHdT I (Wifhd el &1 Nafda a&r A &
S T & fAU W SET AW & drasg Al # R, s e =¥ aRomAt W aeeifas
AT & IR H RIar a1 adr &1 I§ HAHAT 3T 91T Pl 36607 ol § [ TS & §I¢ &7 Tgd T ATHY
FhlAl & ACTA T FH g fFAT ST Tl §, 3T Toelifad & & 9Ra Gar & difsdat & v =
T FAT W Hehe HT T HRUT Jaldal ¥ 37 &1 & AFel # gfow weed & yafr @A g a1 8
AT IRIYIT ST gl 3T 8, R 397 3T STATAd AT &F STl | Fgi-oI-hgl 11U oF TS HAleTehl
& IET FH G FX QT TAG A HT 3T e THHAST A @R F i §, Safs a8 Rl
forsaer v forsacisr gie @fiev| FE off Sietar i FoR @ B A wWer F Fo @ FAdE Aty
T YHE FET W AT S 8, fEd e B g 3R g S g

Fol fAeRY, 1A dF fARITR STARIT & AFS H FRIX TN § 1A gl FY QT | TATT & Hed Hl
afaere 3R Igr o T Fafed FARTET @Rl HeJAT ATl & 8T Heed o6l (&A1 ST @1l STAmAT &
TN # =R AWt 5w femgarer & 9Ty ¢ )@ §, a8 6w Rar & fowr g @aak & a8 34
AFC # AEAT: T QAT §, Tol BaT Toehfas gfdgdefadl W &ar gl g1 W At F o & S
@ & A, At THET FE Ao TgT dF fF MY FRe TR W g Wgd F@ & A, S6fh
ATl TIATAT T WA T A Rl §, Toleiliae & F Hdeaaled AHS 3% Had H I
3SR &Xd g1 dhordiarel AR Sofhd ol AHel =A1ids @sdl ST Foliadl I WWifehd #d 8§, T
9 HESRT garg AR IfchaTcAs g ST ATHAT HAT ISdT g1 39T TATIAT T & & folw, =aradrfereT
&l S gardl @ fANY e A1fgv AR AfFaerd Fadadr i BT F F 397 Fded H [Foer afgy,
Iy &7 ¥ Toeifae 0 & IRTT IRTATIAT & T#| ¥ TadTdr iR 3@sar & v s @Ry
& Srare #, wararehel I wderr g 3R A0 @ A & fav geen 3ur 3R yfdarel # oy e
sfear gl
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