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Republic of them

Othering of any identity group doesn’t hurt it alone. Whole of society is endangered
TOI Editorials

The nation has two broad sets of ontologies. One, that it is a modern, historical creation. Or, as Benedict
Anderson put it, an imagined community. Two, that it has an authentic pre-modern, pre-political identity.
As dramatically different as the two are, ultimately both have to grapple with the same core issue: how is
the nation to progress and prosper? Together, is the only possible answer. That is also the brilliance and
far-sightedness of our Constitution-makers. Our fundamental rights are uniform across our differences.
The epidemic of Othering from Dehradun to Imphal and Faridabad to Bengaluru targets this together-
ness at the core.

After a shopkeeper allegedly misbehaved with a student in Uttarakhand’s Paltan Bazaar, a civic
mobilisation to make the market safer for women would have been more than welcome. Instead, the
demand has gained steam that shopkeepers sharing the accused’s religion should “vacate the shops taken
on rent”. This concept of collective punishment of an identity group, instead of an individual, it should be
remembered, used to serve the colonisers quite well. It hurts Indians’ interests just as deeply these days.
And the idea that one group is collectively the enemy of another group is no more “natural” today than it
was back then. It is engineered by vested interests, most commonly of an electoral nature.

Over in Haryana, for example, a spurt in cow vigilante attacks is not unconnected to poll season. But no
matter the political rhetoric, the lawlessness these attacks represent undermines the interests of all
communities, instead of just the one being explicitly targeted. As Aryan Mishra’s mother asked after he
was killed, mistaken for a Muslim, are Muslims not humans? To be more mundane, are they not Indians?
No one is safe until everyone is safe, is clichéd but true. The Othering that builds contempt for some
citizens’ rights and liberties weakens all of society. There is no grimmer object lesson on this than
Manipur. Faraway Bengaluru may indulge its “speak local” and “give jobs to locals” hooliganism as fringe
today, but this is dangerous complacency. Even one “outsider” being roughed up with impunity is one too
many.

Anxieties about livelihoods fuel a lot of such “us vs them” pathologies on the ground, even as politics adds
petrol from the top. But can bullying some shopkeepers from the market make it a more profitable one?
Such disdain for equality and the law is hydra-headed, it spreads harm and vice to all.
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Phony idea

Adolescents’ social media addiction is a problem. Banning isn’t a solution
TOI Editorials

. Australian govt's announcement that it will pass a minimum age law for
social media use got headlines, but the law will fail. Citing concerns
about social media’s impact on mental and physical health of

| adolescents, Canberra is considering a 14-16 years range for the
- proposed ban. But such blanket bans don’t work. And like all policies like
- this, it will drive the targeted activity underground, with possibly more
‘ harmful consequences. In fact, Australia’s internet regulator, eSafety
Commissioner, has warned that “restriction-based approaches” may
push young people to “less regulated non-mainstream services”.

. wi - Two sides to a coin | Excessive social media use by adolescents is now a

worldwide concern. In June, US surgeon general called for warning labels

on such platforms, saying they were harming mental health of adolescents. While it’s a fact that rates of

anxiety and depression have shot up among teenagers in many countries since smartphones became

ubiquitous, research on the issue does not provide definitive answers, yet. There is also the offsetting

factor of the benefits teenagers derive from social media. So, it makes more sense to put in place tighter
content regulations for social media companies.

Rein in platforms | EU, through its Digital Services Act, is already making efforts in that direction. The
use of algorithmic recommendations to hook children has been a major issue. Earlier this year, New York
passed a SAFE for Kids Act, which bars social media companies from exposing minors to such addictive
algorithmic content. On the larger issue of protecting children from online harm, US Senate has passed a
Kids Online Safety Act. Regulations apart, there is also a responsibility on parents, guardians and
educators, of how they promote social media literacy, the rules they lay down, and the example they set
for teenagers. Bans are almost always the worst response to a social problem.

The Economic TiMES Dutes 12:09-24
Make Manipur ‘India’ Again

ET Editorials

When conflicts erupt, all eyes turn to the immediate chaos. But no conflict ignites overnight. There’s
always a slow burn that goes unnoticed until it’s too late. That has been especially the case with Manipur.
Over a year of violence and ‘counterviolence’ between ethnic groups and security forces has dragged on
with no signs of easing. Fault lines are evident. The state’s crisis is a volatile mix of weak governance,
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political authoritarianism, partisan security forces, land control struggles, illegal immigration, entrenched
ideologies between Meiteis and Kukis, resurgence of armed gangs and a thriving drug cartel. The latest
round of unrest erupted after a spate of drone and rocket attacks by Indian authorities on its own people.

Alack of development — infrastructu re, job opportunities, etc — has only fuelled restlessness, making it
easier for criminal groups to recruit on the back of distrust and unmet aspirations. In exchange for
loyalty, these armed groups ‘protect’ their respective communities. A gnawing perception thrives that
New Delhi simply doesn’t care. Collateral damage of this long-running conflict has been massive — over
200 killed, 60,000 displaced. Educational institutions have faced repeated disruptions, with internet
blackouts becoming de rigueur.

Rebuilding trust in the state machinery and security forces is critical for peace to return. This can only be
achieved through transparent, strong and impactful confidence-building measures. But, above all, New
Delhi must jettison its ‘mainland-periphery’ binary mindset, yet another legacy issue. Peace must return
to Manipur at all costs, not because of any utilitarian reason — ‘it’s a critical border state’ — but because
fellow Indians deserve a better, peaceful life.

aﬁa W Date: 12-09-24
AAFsFeT F a7 # WEfa Toe g s =

R gefosa #1 als # oRa sl & 3 gforar &
IThr ¢Rif & IS Tl T@T &1, offohet TUT e 3R fAasa #
TS 9od o & a1¢ 39 YsFex Fr e F 3 warar
T I §S Bl TUGAN o ARSI 2024 & Se@re
T 3% Thd U g1 TeR JHFAGsdel AATA dhailTqIaAr
IR Sifagd & &7 IR & W g1 38 U H 1990 &
gUF ¥ TH Ul AT B 3T W@ gl 39 Qg
gelercliolerd 3N ST SAIfad &I Hag A TH SHITAECH
BIICT 301 &l HAY g, difch YHlehsdex & &7 # o R 93 i 3| greliteh Geittarar o ga g
3ARFT, D afed F$ U FAFsFR F ygar & ol §, AfhT IS PS 3 Id W o g R
Yelehseel AT fohdel A Aal-HIT AlgH oo §a01 Fohdl 81 GO 3R FT AL Tgel AHIehsFe Scdieal &r
ATl & g IR H ShS oMl & ToIU Teh AR 3T d IHAN FHol ofleTed s 70 Ffard Hfewsy
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¢ W AR s A5 M, Ffh 38 3cUeA Fhg A I FIY AW A AL g8 ¥ HRA B G
Qs 0T 3R AfT 9T 7 & FH1H T gl

Date: 12-09-24
ffar sera AR & graTa
fer FaR A, ( AuE FERAT e FTRFGF IhId § daey IR fAvaws §)

o #llT 3¢ A ¥ 3red o W AR 7 ffar 3 srenifa & e @ R 3o1 formm) sa% =od agf ¢
3R FF arer et dlle 3T &1 Ig off Riaees § & a8 @aes 9 AR Tahe @ gAA B o9 §1 S
& A8, WIRATE W 3RS T F RAAT AT ST @T B IRSTRAr T IJg TUfT 9 § 59 q@r
T GIET el & o@metaT 70,000 ST oAl &1 TS § foh Scfell a7 oAl & STdole WHEAT 6T T3t A
Jgdlel HY 3o W IGTF HRATS gl &l U5 ¢l TTe TgT dehlel TATAT SheH oTaf 3oIv v or feufa gro &
Aol hal &1 I T FAR H 3o FTRUAT & Iodad aRfafaar ik s Ffed v @aae gar
ST W &1 ¥ Av 3 3R e gA g § & deee & 9@ gl AR F gde 3R AR gafda
HeFAC Jold WIHR & Tl # e § AR & Febl elmaaricdl 1 giaen AR ¢ =1 g1 9 #=AR &
e wger 3R R & AR 3R ASRA & FHr gl &H FT HAH Fhrels Fofiet & 30 20T 5
3T TOT H G F Toh gl 30 HGHA I AR &7 FASA Aol @1 g1 g ar 3@Re Raead dv w
AR 1 AT WPR & W §, ofched 3T &7 & @i & dod 90T & FARFT H Galdal i gl
ST Sieaeer # ARG A 39 HAeleleher HAT TR AT

STg1 AR & gf¥aRee fagle T 3ma aer & a1$ ¥, a8 FAAR & el Jeor oW ded-Fehl AT Freai
% hesl & Told AR & FIAR & HYS ST g gl &1 Dol AR 3ARST I0-319a @ g
3IPAET TISAT & ATETH F FAAR DI IJYA-3Tad T &1 & dicd o @ &1 $IRd 30 Wl ¥ g Wl
3R AT A @S a1 §1 9Rd FAR & diehdd dgTell I 91 Fedl §, AR SHH a9 fhdr & arg
oIt & T <1 & e et A gf¥gREe Tl & weol T U A AT FA 7Tl geN? Tg 8 U a3
Farel § oh FIAR & fquesd i gId A gAR 1Y &l § ¢ @ glr? Jg ot & 921 fAsear =gt fob e
T W Fest & dg AR & Fear & Pae Fheds e & v aees o8 83 24 Fdhr 33ad
"Gl & HY AR THR HT dAAT A Teh FASIAT &1 56 FASNA & HANd 3T Haroail & faver et
Sell & A T TAfAT T@r ™A1 81 S HaroaAl @l WHR @Ry RAfEad ot & wRedg gram gat 6
IR &7 e § 3R ARt &1 39IRT JAGT T g1 3o 2,000 ¥ Jf¥e 3yarcdr d WHR I 6,000
TU 9id A T o1 AT §1 5% Solge ¥ WMo oA fgde arfdfafeat 7 enffe g @ &, 3mdeh
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Tl F 3T & @ & 3R 3WFa gEsiia & erdf &1 Seausd & W} &1 gelifn 3IAKT FIsar & g1y &
AATGAT Rt geer Te S F Toud AR FAR H ARAT TARK fgcl 1 €4 7 WA §U ARG TAR
ST T A AR el 99 @ & IR FAESHd F TART 767 F W@ &, Fafh AR THR 589 g
g gt 81 30 QX HeeshA § AQA FHe A IHAY Fedr S @7 8, Fifh e gA HISH & F
d1G 3TchT o1 GRIATT Hdi & eRoT o A §1 i AR gferw iR Frr i so [Pl @ Ay
Sl H HeTH gt g1 U1 @ & o 389 o A IS T &1 ST FROT Fehl AR AFAT THST 3HT-37607]
G et T AT T @ &1 o1 ThT I0H Tshod T daAch et &, T8 Ao HHRAE & ve7 7 §

AT # 3R faRare &7 Hehe TT &1 I ¥l 0 $$ AR 3ceet gl HT IRA & &1 Tg o el
ST & AR & ggel @ & s ABNAE ATA 3FAE) o @i @ &1 AN e A A3 e &
g dgd AT HT o8 33 d dled hl TG & a0 Y & 39 W AR Thd ol ST 6 Jell
3R giFar woidl & @ 3R qEfR 7 99 qEnr aeet @ REREE T T e deeat 8 e Red
W@ &1 Y@k & THEH R Al AT F Socey H ROT 9T Tk §| WX A NG § T HA q FA Fo
%ehl 3UAIET HITSHl & AT HHASIAT 3G AT alfehdl I sl W AT oMU 3R 3@ Fasilad & erdh &
e { UTeled AT S| Sledl HHGAT T AGATIHT T GIE&T Tell & H1H H aTeT STefell AR & T 7
FHEIT ST 39 §1 A AT FI&T HTFAA & ATY erehlHeFhT el &1 3eTehl IET Aehell &1 T dcar
I TTer &l 81 GI&T §of 31 Al & WAl 31y fewd €, Fifh o Al @Rk 30 W o F2hT
AT AET &1 W H RIS § F AR 7 Afen 3iEE Folt fr o derd 8

AR & @iy gERee ¢ ue 3 Rl off goe & g, 3o fAeeewor ot maegs g = gl
oA & ANFT ARl & Ig Siddid & TH g1 fe@dr| W H 33aTF g b FGiferedie 3dearg &
ek & Golld & A Tl It & Toqaesh @R & fv et v e EEe Siar & e
AT A o Torr Se| 0 TRl AU 1 TAheldr & AT R AsgUfd aE Y TaRIRAT g oA
309 o danra AgT fhar Se| AR feeel @ ¥ 3aey 8, ofhed gl Mfd 3R HeIgd Uohs HRA &
AR fal Hr W & T 5gd Agca@Pr &l 99 AR &M, o9 FER FA ARET AR AT Boghear
TAEAT T F3T WIET geu o3 @ &l

Live
feccadria

o .com Date: 12-09-24

o A qEdY @d Ffa F e FT IAT FAY

faear wgiaR, ( AR, rdeur, Svasmsed )
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R & @ it & AT qaite] BRI a—frqu gre AT STaT §1 3-8l 1960-70 & @2k & U & |_d
Shifcl T HHH T TEAET AT IR AR # gy & FAl 1 gy A # Fge H M| gy IR gy § §e1 379G
tﬁ%m%ﬁmagﬁm«ﬂ g, WE Seal & fv| fAe-90redr arel 3MgR & &nbsp;sedl & TERLY
W ARRCHS 3R g 8 AR T 9fdsher gema 3o aaEh glel oo @ Fohl o

UREAR T HHR Hold W T HT GHTAT A &, AT & & WéeT gord HIotel, S g, ST H9&Trehd
FGIM g1 3T doid 93 IRART # diftesd @y ueredf X ufa safed @ ge Jrdr g1 39, oRd & @eg
qa%ﬁwaﬁrw%aﬁ%mﬁﬁwﬁa’wwmmmﬁm%,svwagameﬁagmﬁl
TgT gH AT T A WA A &1 JhR & IRERT & AU gy 3R gy & 3cuel W g are & W R
A - Th g=d dre e FeEdy gRaR 3R a6 S=dt gl IR HexdT URaR| €41 9, §AR 3fefAnd
HRA & TSET B[ 3T FI&T0T 2022-23 & 3Miehsi X IMRA &1 56 TSET FI&0T # Toh s dredl
T eI 18,179 URER g & a7 aref IR Fe&AT 28,650 TRar £

g UrT foh Tk S aTel 9RaR A 2022-23 # q¥ W Wid Ffed gldAe de 443 t9d @d v,
Safer ar sl arel aRaN & 376 Y @Y fhv| g W AT @ A dR W 3T 30T arel GRart &
ST BT §, W U& 3d 3T e ARAT IRaR & 9fad SIfdd gy @9 &A ar ¢ &6 I arer
AT IRNER U 9 o@efer 329 9 3R ar s<dl arem 9RaR &{id 300 $9F @I &l g1 FIAER
aRar RIeT, F&aed 3R 3T Wieg Yerdl &I I Aged od o, U8 #, QU & Foic # Heldr g Sl gl
Igl & safaw o ST § F e 9Rart & 9Aed gy @ Ad W § R aREnt 7 st F d
qYUT H A 3T TALT T AT AN F gafAd W W ¥ W T, A9 99 AT § a9 seTh
3cUIEehdl JolellcHs & & HF gl ¢, [Sad U & Ao IFAEdr 8 docl g1 3T R & 98Tl
T TS FA O 9 I §, S gy ¥ &R g

R §H T A HRAT &R AT o1 #, T IRAR Faeeg G610 2019-21 & 3HMhsl & 38R, 6
FEIT ¥ 2 Wl &I 3H & &1 & 58 Yiderd a<dl & AMA-Adl & §d™r § foh 3 T81 gy $ @ud 780 §,
AT 3o¢ g Tel [Ae T &1 JgT €O ¢ o Soat 7 319 dAFelsr I@fesoyr & A o g g1
M Tg 919 FTTC & &6 TG IRART & Foelt 76 g el Tga I @I g1 38 AN, Fg o Wy Afd aRaw
& DR & ITUR W FETLIT eI L Febcll, T WINOT Hath HiAAT HY gT el 3R aedl & g A GuUR
& fou fAffied N3 & ATEIHA F qU FT T Feld T FRAN ST HT S A1fgT| 3o & fa,
U8 ST fashre SIS @ five e wRishA, faarf@s v 3R S & sRq 200 fAeheier Feoiftra gy vereT
T gl AfACATg 3R Felleeh S FT T o U Thol HEAEA ISl HRHA H g¥ &l AAT
foram &1 afe &7 qu & HAdT A T T A5 Fh, A $HE IRART P §gT Ao [Aedh| o $o ast 7
& A TY 3cUIGeT o9 B Hiaerd &I af¥es &X & 96 @ & AR FRIMGR AN giar o & ¢, orey aar
Toicll & o AT i & 3ifee &

e Fo avf # %Ra & @ gy IYfTRdist & FAd F F IR TGl f &1 gy & HAd & dwon
aﬁ%aﬁﬂé’lﬁﬁgé%ﬁlaﬁscwqd ofTaTcl T garell feam aram 1| 99 =rT, 9Rags 3R 4# gearie Hr
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T # e g% & aad H, gy & HAdl F §ea1 IR IRaRT & AT reor dhd A€ g AR A
efadiT ad Hifd &1 AT 3T 1A g



