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THE TIMES OF INDIA Date: 04-09-24

Didi’s Drama

Bengal’s new anti-rape law is part of meaningless political theatre. It’s easier than
doing the basic things

TOI Editorials

Bengal assembly unanimously passed the ‘anti-rape’ bill that includes
death penalty for convicts who murder their victims or leave them in a
vegetative state. BNS includes death for convicts in similar cases too,
included in an amendment to IPC after 2012’s Nirbhaya case. Rivals
Trinamool, BJP, Congress and Left were of one mind - death to rapists.
Why not? Why address issues that contribute to creating the conditions
for stranger rape, like unsafe surroundings, poor policing, poorer
prosecution? Far easier to push another legislation and pretend it is
Enough Action Taken. Such legislation is but optical illusion.

Nab them first | It isn’t for lack of law that rape, brutal rape, rape-
murder flourish - India a rare country where even society, not just law,
has categories for rape and requisite outrage. Perhaps because marital rape is legal? Since “only” rape is
largely normalised, the country’s rape culture remains unaddressed except by a smattering of NGOs.
Death on the statute is one thing, but to arrive at sentencing is an obstacle race that dehumanises those
seeking justice. Even for survivors who live to identify attackers, conviction is a paltry 2.6%, as Bengal CM
cited as she talked up her bill.

Stranger rape | The call for death to rapists started as stranger rapes saw an uptick - still far fewer
(about 7%-10%) compared to reports of sexual assault by people in positions of trust or familiar to the
victim. Outrage is selective. Two Dalit teens were found hanging from a tree in UP’s Farrukhabad district
mere 20 days after the RG Kar crime. The family believes the two were assaulted but officials said swabs
were sent “to rule out rape”. That isn’t how forensics works.

Competitive packaging | Adding laws in the manner Bengal has done is simply a populist measure.
Building on what is chillingly called the “nostalgia of outrage”. Bengal CM went on to compare “women’s
safety” in Bengal vs states where BJP is in office - reminders to horror crimes in Hathras and Unnao.
There’s déja vu here. Throughout Lok Sabha campaigning, netas made “women’s safety” a matter
objectified - to be packaged and gift-wrapped to offer voters. It was, like now, a political competition. But
no one fixed the lights, or secured the workplace, the school, or looked at the last mile - effective police
response. India has laws for everything. But enforcement for very little.
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Demolition squad

Courts cannot be oblivious to the communal symbolism of the bulldozer
Editorial

In raising questions about the legality of the demolition of houses

belonging to alleged offenders, the Supreme Court of India has
| articulated a valid and widespread concern about the use of the
bulldozer as a form of retribution. The targeted demolition of Muslim
houses has become part of the governance model in BJP-ruled States
and if the Court can end the impunity with which these extra-legal
measures are used by those in power, it would be a wholesome
intervention. As Justice B.R. Gavai, heading a Division Bench with Justice
K.V. Viswanathan, remarked, the law indeed does not permit anyone’s
- home to be demolished just because they are accused in a case, and it
cannot happen even in the case of a convict. The judiciary cannot be
oblivious to the political symbolism that the bulldozer has acquired as
an instrument of collective punishment inflicted on those the authorities label as rioters. There are
instances of the houses of named suspects being demolished, without regard to the fact that the rest of
the family may have nothing to do with the offence. However, considering that local laws do permit
removal of encroachments and unauthorised constructions, the Bench has articulated its intention to lay
down uniform guidelines on a pan-India basis to streamline the procedure for action against such
structures. Observations by Justice Viswanathan indicate that these may involve the manner in which
unauthorised structures are to be identified, notices issued to those concerned and a fair hearing given to
them before any action.

It is here that the Court should tread carefully. The laying down of guidelines should not send out a
message that the obvious correlation between incidents of communal violence, and the demolitions that
follow them, can be blurred by administrative trickery. In many cases backdated eviction notices are
produced to justify these demolitions, even as obvious gloating over the inhabitants’ plight betrays the
political and communal motive. The idea of digitalising eviction notices may address the problem of
backdated notices, but it may not be possible to make the transition in all parts of the country. The real
question that the Court should grapple with is whether the claim that only encroachments are being
demolished is enough to justify the egregious violation of the rule of law and absence of due process in
several recent instances in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi. It ought to be clear by
now that the ruling party in these States seeks to gain political mileage by giving the impression that the
regime is acting sternly against anti-social elements, even while thinly masking the blatantly communal
action by passing it off as an anti-encroachment drive.
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T ¥ AFS & 'O ~A9IfaaT d& tlgﬁ?'rr

HUGHhIT

A SeAcr 87 STt § fo 3R & dehrel d1e, 9N Ahril 3R g garT 3R & &Y 'JefsioR &
TEET Tsg - AFAA FT AT FEHAR TEEI g T 2017 F N F Y& g3 T 'caRd -z,
TTCRNETCHS’ TSI e s Todl o 714 @ 3MhR har| gie HIE # wWh a6 § & o o aoa
oIgl, Fiich Ig @fdeh Pt & dgd 3o 0T W Fars §, St AR vt 3R g @At 1 Sedus
Y FAC T g1 A f RE ¥ AT okl & Fgan a7 & iR ao7g 7 Afew &1 saa o Fee
W gA A Tellfeter T e sifAfags i arT 27 (1) & dgd La&cienor fhar Sirar g1 dieels I8 §
& i afgd 307 T A o AT 6 RN H hae HIE F Foll AN =wiRTl A 9= wer g7 A
HRATS HT HHA A & TRART o H$ I IRY T ¢ 6 TARNT T Jerstor ared & Jhse 7 (15
T &1 T FTRY §) Afew S FIAT § 3R CaTdihor & S Ugel e¥arel IR IEAT HY 3TBI BIel of ofdl
g AE ¥ WHR AT ARTRS HT FHAS BT T SAAT HHAR 3ehcll 8?7 I3 GNH HIC o Isgeardt
feenfader & fov gema @@m 81 J8 FIE AR #1 A & Fhd § T T eawheor Afed vk gfd
T FIE & 8 38 G &, o e Awe Ao & & Sl 81 vl e Atfos & o g o 34
URT & YAl & dgd Hlfds Jgd 9q#He AR Y gEalc # e w7 Tohd &1 Ufh Ig GOA HIc &
AfhaTcHs 3T BN SHTAT 38 3dlelal & foIT Sl =gl Seelelr g quﬁwnrrqtrrﬁwqur
SITQTT |

Date: 04-09-24

UF 3R FOR FhlA

UG

HAT BN T Ggel T Salel [AUTTqe o gShfddl T Bl S Foll & Fidure arell St fa8as aid
forar, 3T IdiT 3Rl gArcaTied 8191, Ig FEeT FiSA &l T§ FAAS & gATed wRoT § 6 39 Adgs
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Al 3682 IE USTeiicleh L ol 31T § foh AAH TR gsohal o ORIl & i FaeaTeler g1 Hea
THER I T§ TG ol I FAWA FUITAT TSN, FAMh HlIdhidl & RS I ATSH Plolsl H Th TR
ATGAT SleFeT T goehel & dIg §odl & AHS o FgI STl o &Iel i 3R PR o 37 gaor H IR
SFATY 3R HacaAdlaar &1 IR@y Gar| d9rer AUEsr & 3R F HdAd-Bledl qIikd fHU a0 QT &
gl 3T ¢ T afe gehel & fonelt #Amerel & difgar & Alq g S § a1 R ag e & "ol Sl g ar
ORI Y BT AT Tl & S| ggel Ig gl AT AT fh O AFC H Foll AW S & 10 T F
37eX ey @ wiET ¢ & Srwely, ofheT giRa fhw av Adus # sHET 3oo@ gl &l PS¢ FHS HhaT £
5 g sEIfT sIgT §, FiTeh UAT TG AGr ATl I A1 UihaT &7 drelel fhw foar wRiT & Iom W 33
g et fohdly s e T Forr T & S TRl B, S ITAR ~ArgUIfeehl $Eh 3TATT & ol SHeR
3 G Y ST Thcl R S FT gl arel RIAT Fz F QNI Y BrEY A TN o H IS a¥ o
T A

&S Tl # FON Flall & Tl gohdl 3T gear & AHell & forwrell Jererdl 1 3T & 3oufRAt v Gieh
T Foll Al -G el &1 Sl 8, Afehed 30 W AT HI¥hol @ &1 81 Il &1 Teh 3Mihs & AR oo
20 aNt & gehal 3R gcdT & HHC H hael I HORIEAT w1 Bl HT Tl & ST Fehr g o7k & HA
TS Ig FE W 8 [ FRISI Afgen-ater FRam s aRcdw = @fgar @ 3fts Fwor g, Afea
e Ig ¢ b T 3@ fA9ue & @6 § Sl W 98 ARl A g dahen, A AT ge &t
AT HeqyH X 3R RGN T A *T&mﬁ@ucmdﬁﬁﬂ%?sﬂﬁ?ﬁsﬂ%m?awaﬁgm
ST Eehell, Fifch 3RS Y ATShel hiclel T Heal T AT UY-3MhIT & dre o wfdfeeT goenet &
FATIR 3T ¢ 81 T AR TET 9o ¢ b Feftid Hlefail I Goecd diel 3R Yo &l 39T 8GT URA
& G & A F T Idel AT I gl TR AT 39+ fed AT FAeRy she e 3R sa feor
H Toreifas gl 3R TR AT 3R T FAT HeH 33T o I 82 Tg I SHTAT, FAITH JoTeiitad & ST
= Fgey 3w genfad R &1

Live
feccadrial
e — .C0m

O
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e W fard

UG

AR STl AG-ATHG oI 37dTedsh g WcA gl U] HIaR &l Sfd Giad F9mel AumaTasm & Afgensit
IR Toat A gRem & Qe e Jdae dw fRr o J ganRus @9 e @ @ e R
fodges = gauFAfa @ 99 fRIT 91| AAGT SoAo o QUsT & fAuTIel ¥ &g R 9 ToIde ¥ 59
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T &l TRl <ot &1 IUY A, difeh S HET TsgUid & U A S Th| faqer & wiar a7rerar &
ety AR & dF AUl & HH AN ol I &1 oA FS oAl # Hlefhrcl HI TRl o Teh Sieke]
& FollchR 3R g1 & e o e &1 Toefd 3R Pt o&r 8, 38 dlg 30 @E I 3 FgAfd
U 3FHIG SUT Fohcll AN, ofthed T g3 AEH| 9w ool & FIEAAd § 9w g3 &, W T R A
TSt gl fed, ag el off g @ 3Meaed e arell =7g1 Y| HEGHAT HAT Tefoll o af g@r Tsar H
U FelchRl I T HgRET & 9 FT &7l 98 el W & gl T 3ogiel TFHAT g AT, JE A
#AT g R THE TS & ACTARAT ¥ 56 oF K WY FEAND H AR F S T ARt &
T o H AR ¢ 81 Ure IQ, HISUT Sl Hlotehlal AT TellcehR 3R g & HAT # S &= @
HAT Sefoll ¥ ST & AW & @ &1 A, AEIHA o AT 6 @H Aoielifcdn Sfareg dieh g # &t
T ART & I ST Fhar B

39 3T § HRSr agas W AfRgd ak W 587 Fo 91d 9gd 38T & Ig A9Te 38 T AR W
el & T 3R fohdl 1 TellchX &eh el X & STl & AT T Sellchl 38 GO aig 378TH &l ool &,
ar sHd Nl A Heges & faar S @ifgwl S FE W ogH st T 2012 & AT i @ A
Waﬁ,maﬁwﬂmﬁwdﬁﬁqqcﬂlqé?ﬁmmmaﬁrm@r?mgé
A 58 AT A 9gd 99 AAS &F o 9gd & A GHI F JA RAE & M) 5@ RAE & IR W Fg
S S P S, 3HA QW Pl AARAH Tl & AR W FcIGs P TGU AT| FIR FAT §I? PR §A
fsTar #is & QNI & ol &, o ac & fhed off Jarchlr @ F3N Feges g fear Tl W fAATw A
T 3R FAgcaqul a1d Ig & foF 3R fRell &Y FellchR & AT 3rmefias SREm giar §, df 38 38§ Hell &
e fordlt o g 1 ORIer I1 W Agl &r SIv| m—ﬁwam%quﬂﬁﬁaﬁaﬁ%ﬁiwﬁsﬂ
RE & Yayd sl TR B

Sl H TIAAT g1 Hehell 8, el 3HA TAGT WAL § TeAlch T gl aTell Tstellicd | Tofeliiad H
TATCHR T 3FTR Toleiliae SR T RE sTAATT fFAT ST &1 S HicIhiar & FHis 9T gool JAT W 8,
d ST T "3t W godl ol S g 3R S Sger R X oo W) 8, @ Hielhlar H aRed W FS
g Aol | TAlchR T g TRETT & &G STeicll 1 AT STl & o RA-TeIRT & 37T GH A5 Sl
g TP UX STl oTal glell AIeT| S ol his 37TH TEHTT Sollel T HITALT FAT IgT BIT?

Date: 04-09-24

IS @ 7T AT 33 AER
#Raeh FAR, ( FaFar T 7@ Fow 749 )

TE WA gV T EAN RIS ~I1 YoTlel 1 AHT & 8T H UF T I F T o1 g §, TR
RIS AEGt # o IRTAT & FHET ST H A HIC F gl hdel FTEREART AT Sl
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qRT| 38 hae o foarmeda Sfear A ag #ar de7 fhar § &6 3adhr Tadaan, gfaser 3R Asrar &1 39
AT g AET & FHO| FAY AT S g AT ($2) HAA HT GoAATS A U ST o
9 3N F Fgl, HiAUETarG 3 Feled & AHA 1 WehR gH glelr =1feC, ST FarsHriass g Facaa
g 3 3T dgl, AW A § 3R S 3vare, S fsuer @ caRd gaars @ 3R dfaus &
Iefede 21 & dgd Shaed & HfReR # fAfgd B

Faifear amer F aifguiae Rufa & carear & & 918 3erad F Sfadr e 331 (27 309%d, 2024)
& HFE A o TE a1 S [ e 21 & dgd (AT gfFderd Faaadr &1 #ifoe HReR duries
gidsyl § IR § IR IR A 91 Geaars & o9 T dh Sl H W 3H A1 HeoheA & ol ¢ &
ST AfRU| U Y S ARG T (28 3198, 2024) A & o I merT o Jgr &hal b ogied Hr
Tadadr ¥¢a e § 3R sau afea frar S s™ae| &qlddﬁﬁrﬁﬂgmﬁ?wﬁiﬂaﬁ'ﬁ$%ﬂ'€r
T gl A 3FAE F el sgfEa AT gag & fav el & 9 t@er seee 21 & dgd Alfasw
HIUFRT &I goleT AT G| Gd & 5o &l & 3767 & 2 TR, 2024 & Aoy ARR 9o §5 &9 &
&l AeEdT f1s o o 8T do oid H @ 3R Seg are gl Fadl 3R & 3f86R & 3R ) &Go
AR T FTAT oF gl

TEIETd, 3ca@g I8 Y § T o7 eves foanrer rfRfaTs, 2002 (fvaveaw) fr aRT 45 $r sarear
BU 31GTeld o 9 TN HF A6 S HAT 'faRamd it & 3T MUR AT qeprera Hrl 38 Fgl & 3rqrerd
P ST & SR ThT $T 5 FTAQAT & IR W' T§ WA I JTJ & o 'F7 IR & Weh areda
H FIS AHAT §oIaT §'? NUATAT & degd Zaad & AU v 3R & S & a9 H 3ereld o glgdrar
o feraa & forar s 'eredq U 6 8iar, 98 TadT fGART & e e arel AT o & 3R 3R &
o W SO HT TR AT dge IERIETT g, FEifh 50 g T FRAs fAswetar 3R =T &
st eeidl & e glel| 3eToid & 38 e & @ & WHR & Y HeAd §lol T AR Hlefel r
HATET I §T TH TG A AT 6 9 Soeta afe 3R &7 frad & 3@r e &, o 38h o

3R 3ftewan fAae &l

Sifex 8, 3feTeld o wiawre f guerar 3R Ieoe 21 F Aged B TG R § aReies gew U
TIghICe Hetkeital Ve, 1985 (TISTH Ude) & ded Gof heh fdcH SeliH AR dglel U 3R
3y AT & A A 8 FelTg, 2023 FN 3feTeld o HHel oA §U FeT AT foh o T HRIFT *1 AN
Tl BB ST, e oo 38 ey A =fgr 3R STARTT &1 S ad AYFT S Aoiar & HRSR A
Seoltlel Yl 8, I HeJeoe 21 & Sodted Al SMUN| 3HA Y gl o ST HT Y e, TSraehr darefet
HEAT AAGFT & TIU GHT LT §, d6 AT NS ST Foholl| TH TR, Hlolel H AR FET U A
ST gl Fated ~ardTerd & TQTHTideh g 3AgFd & Fifeleh DRI & oot H Vbl & fAw @uias
gaetd fohar g1 gfaffsd =amarehell & 7€ goa gU ~Ars gafdiar &1 & aRww fear § & Fee &
e d A% 8, W 39 gl A fapfaar § 3R @ifawnfae el &7 9o o wid @ T ¥Sermar 3R
Y A oIS o TolT 39T oTgr d¢ dohar|
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o 3R i TSRT 1 gfaTar W IR I 3eTeldl Bl AT H U TURY dlhd & §T H Hlofel
& gfad AN T GFATT F&led BT I P3| SAH 3GET Il dTell Tk T2l g § & 39 & f@ars
TSl S HHASIR 8Y, Afhed a8 & gl H Fell STwal 3R AR &7 @ o] v 90 Fefed H =
JelgTehT STg1 Tgel UTUaTT| Hafew #ArTery &1 feeuforar =amideh dlk o« I§ o g5 adl § foh IR-Siareeg
drerd 3R Tadaar & d= afAfRd darg & @A Tadaar & 98T & & gem|

R & #a1g #1 g Tl S g, Sl AfgAr wee & aod Oy Rfeurdr d o gar §- fhee
SITEefear T3re $Hordl (eTcdiel Heraxn), o 3 & fon =g 3merer & &4t o O oo, ofehe =arg fovar
ST Aifgu, IEr gRUTH fT Wag fRT F@R AT g a1fgul ST W OIT thaem UEHAE g% dfed
dHH erifest & fauRt & gfavad sar § fo Tadaar ‘3ifaemeh #as & #@ge feH ey & wh
feear 8, S @l siifaes 3R Afds yepfaal 1 3¢ Fd Tue W @ar g1’ (TsHS a9, ReFdaid 3%
RaTegeret 31 wid, 1866)

gleliich, HTAHTiolehcll ol Hehdle dell TEH Sgc olih & G 81 Hehell §, ST 37aToldd 39a1 Hifoleh 3TGRT T
fshareadsT & g1 # gAfRaa a, aife @ & fov Taaadr iR @FAEOT Sliael &1 St arger gART Sidd
TfAETeT X 8, 38 g fohar o @h| Ig 9g Jo1 ¢, Toras aifaurfass #dier &1 3memma fe@ar g1 o 4,
GIGeTeT T 3ocitel Fla dTell ol ST W@ & FTA-TTY HeTld I Tg Y 12TEd LT g & Aol
IRT oom &t AT ¥ R & AT & @Y @adrs 7 @ FHem 3FAG §, FA¥ew F oJg afvd
TAAATATE! G TSIl Gell dl 379el sl TN qAfGaR et & forw aRa | g ag a1d7 s[eren
BT foh ATaTRRT I W& FAT §F & oF11 3R 3oleh anT TAMAT HEAAT &1 & ARRH adica gl

Date: 04-09-24

TATE A gy T §ART F1oT g oo

Ugsild qelsil, ( AGIAGUAH, HINEHTE )

T 3P aifer T fowra FiswA (TRl & dgd 12 TAE AieifPfie qeX §d: &1 AR &l
grferar Afaerd haer sgd @ ¥l F€ AR AT & # see AR g AR YT F B ARy
gl TE Aifd A T T &TAAI 1 Selel # Hgcaqu! {iAS Hweh AR dRas Hea Y@or (Sidrd)
H ¢ 1 REAS Jorr & 3 #cg HEM|

AR & fafAATor &7 o 2023-24 & Hal Ao af¥id (Shdw) & 14 wfdvrd & dAHAT dere fgar,
W sEA 9.9 dfderd & AT Jef g5| FHOT &7 o FAT X F For, GwAr shdw #7 A afad
fREOerr §1 A 2024-25 & FET Forc A WA @ F v 11.11 Refoe sud (S &1 3.4 gfaerd)
& 93 g & WY-ary THC B B, e afoarr e, I8 vha @gdhr gomelr 3R tw
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e v 3curg Aer ST EXERT g A g1 39 12 3ficdifee g Sellel T "IN WER & AT
S T T Far §1 ARG 7 A AR AT 2023 & d8d ardl 2030 dF T EfodeT 3ok & A
foaTa &1 o6 I@r I &1 57 12 e gRASARN H ¥ IR Feonda €, JefF R 3mhaea F v IR
g1 T 12 UET 10 T T BF YT i TRt T faedk S|

Ig X AT HRishA qUH I ATFT & el & HTET & E| 5H HRHH H IFTER-hIorehral JieAin
MR # U, Gedl-Has i@ afoar # & iR fAeer-dess, gediee-daree , geee-+AmyR,
Uerig-darele e aTfagR # veh-Ush AT RIS AMAS g1 28,600 3 UL & FEANdd dolc &
10 om@ el & Tcgel 3R 30 o el &I WIeT ASHIR AT Tohdl gl 39 3elar AT AT deidl, or
YT & el i oY 3T wrIer geml

S & AP & fow Il & fFATa-e7aar & Sgre g S &1 T 0 & §, STeT R 3cdie fATor
AR foafa & v 93 v & d&dr g1 Soaciiee Reerd, fSomsa fafeamr, @y ik 9 uerey,
BAEG[Chod, HUsl 3R aRYE, AT AR 3l g, ARl g 3uaor iR F#ATT aJee s
&a H ual Fr AATT-8THAT F Fol U EIT shigd fhdT ST 5 AT g FH 99 A9 & arer &
oI Al A o q HAeg e Fr Arefe gl

e fAATT Y I8 uger 1.5 Rfods Tud & §oar fAaer &d7ar Y7 e fr geaer I@dr &1 a1 & &
O T AT 3T Asdt # Y § S ggel @ & AT & #Af W 3eor e X W@ 8, S #AgRrsg
3R Ao IS 919 £ P A & 35 o e W@ o § B fER, 33uws 3R 3WR e S FA
foaTa REAeRT arer Tar &1 ot anfie fovar Se| @ a9 I8 Y § & I8 ae] AT dsa AR &
Sy &N B LA H @R FART IAT g1 el A BT ITAT o Tl R FIT-HRT & Tl
fedRor &1 o fiar &1 a8 &1 FheR AT & lewidl AR dlh-g-ad S EUROTST @ o 3w
SRIGH H ATAS fhar I §1 SHA 316TT Foll &l T QU Sl W & Tlstell g1 AT 2030 deh &7
3R 2070 T YEU-AT FHIE Sl H o6 gIiAe A gl §RA AT FI 7 dhae dorar & §, dfeh
g HegtherdRaT I TR cIGEAT HlaA AT Aol g1 Il g gRA 3curest i RIar &1, o favg TR «w®
gAR SNERT 1 off Twar Teah|

T § o AU e A 3T debeliehl # HeTH ATAST B ST e & T gear gaady e e s
e fBfoea die@ffdal &1 o1 3orm AWl US AT FF 36adl QU F & 6, AR H
e X g @aTa 3R 3w faem & fav smifaeir ey g aodr £
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