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India needs to broaden its sport base for success in Olympics.

Editorial

India’s return of six medals from the just-concluded Paris Olympics can be termed underwhelming at
best. The nation secured one silver and five bronze medals, down from seven at Tokyo 2020 that
included a gold and two silvers. At a time when the country is looking to diversify its sporting excellence,
has found exuberant support from the government and big corporates, and was aiming for a double-digit
medal yield, the Olympic fortnight belied expectations. There were indeed new heroes — shooters Manu
Bhaker, Sarabjot Singh and Swapnil Kusale, and wrestler Aman Sehrawat are now household names. The
men'’s hockey team finishing on the podium for a second straight time and Neeraj Chopra adding a silver
to his historic javelin gold from Tokyo are top-notch efforts. But the dependence on a select few to
repeatedly deliver, the near-zero presence in disciplines such as swimming and gymnastics, and wrestler
Vinesh Phogat being disqualified for being above the weight threshold cast a dark shadow. The need of
the hour is thus to broaden the base, increase participation and distribute funding more equitably to
usher in a grass-roots revolution. The onus is also on the Union Sports Ministry to bring errant
federations — often dens of nepotism and corruption — in line with the National Sports Code, fix
accountability and decentralise governance.

As much as the Olympics is about winning and the shaping of national identities, it is also the greatest
stage on earth to showcase the triumph of human will. This was best exemplified by the Netherlands’
Sifan Hassan, the first since Emil Zatopek in 1952 to collect medals in 5,000m, 10,000m and marathon,
Kenya’s Faith Kipyegon, the first woman to win three consecutive 1,500m titles, Cuba’s Mijain Lopez, who
won a fifth individual gold on the trot in 130kg Greco-Roman wrestling, Novak Djokovic, who at 37 and
with a surgically repaired knee, won the elusive singles gold in tennis, and Algerian boxer Imane Khelif,
who braved incendiary attacks on her gender to rise to the top. Sweden’s Armand Duplantis broke the
men'’s pole vault record for an astonishing ninth time (6.25m) while swimmer Katie Ledecky, gymnast
Simone Biles and hurdler Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone achieved transcendence by stretching their
numbers to nine, seven and four Olympic golds, respectively. France did well as a host, winning 16 golds,
its best figures in a century. The star was 22-year-old swimmer Leon Marchand, who bagged four golds to
position himself as the best of this generation. Athletics, in the post-Usain Bolt era, was on the lookout for
one such champion, but as Paris proved, that is a tough act to follow.
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The problem of landslides in Kerala

Reports and recommendations are aplenty, but implementation is tardy.

S. Anandan

Nearly a fortnight after two landslides gouged out the face
of the Vellarimala hill in Wayanad’s Meppadi panchayat,
killing more than 230 people in the foothills, the search
continues for the missing, estimated to be more than 130
people.

This is a tragedy of epic proportions for Kerala, which has
been battered by extreme weather events ever since the
great flood of 2018. That year, 341 major landslides were
reported in the State. Landslides have become a major
hazard every monsoon since then, with Wayanad, Idukki,
Malappuram, Kasaragod, and Kozhikode districts marked
as, and proving to be, highly susceptible to deadly landslides. About 75 people died in overnight
landslides at Kavalappara in Malappuram and Puthumala in Wayanad, situated six kilometres apart
across the hills, in 2019. Puthumala is barely a few kilometres down the hill from the Chooralmala and
Mundakkai wards of Meppadi panchayat, which bore the brunt of the landslides on July 30 this year.

As in 2019, the landslides this year were also triggered by extremely heavy rainfall: 527 mm of rain in 48
hours. It is evident now that there was inadequate early warning. But the role of anthropogenic factors in
exacerbating the disaster cannot be discounted.

The Kerala government embarked on a mission to rebuild the State in the wake of the 2018 flood. The
post-disaster needs assessment report envisioned a climate-resilient Kerala, which was to be built by
managing integrated water resources, following an eco sensitive and risk-informed land use and
settlement approach, promoting community-based disaster management, and integrating disaster risk
reduction plans across sectors with technology and innovation. However, implementation has been tardy.

The ‘room for river’ project for flood management in the plains has not made any headway. Affirmative
action to ensure eco sensitive land use remains a chimera, with the government biding time and a vast
majority of the people opposed to the idea of resettlement due to a deep distrust of the system.
Unregulated constructions continue to be a menace on the fragile hills in Wayanad and Idukki, with an
eye on revenue from tourism. The India Meteorological Department and the Geological Survey of India
have delayed upscaling their technical capabilities to give accurate, actionable, and timely early warnings.
A case in point is the endless wait for the installation of a Doppler weather radar in Kozhikode to bring
north Kerala, including Wayanad, under coverage. Such a radar can give ‘people-friendly’ information
such as probable rainfall intensity, wind shear, and the probability of extreme weather such as a
cloudburst. But this appears to be a tall order as Wayanad does not even have an adequate number of
rain gauges.

But the government has brought local bodies on board the disaster risk reduction matrix. As many as 260
local bodies were handheld by the Kerala Institute of Local Administration in putting together panchayat-
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level disaster management plans after some laborious fieldwork. Each report contains the whole gamut
of information pertaining to that panchayat. For instance, Meppadi, ravaged by the landslides in July, has
published a report. To what extent this has been useful in fighting the disaster needs to be examined.

Nevertheless, the plan is sweeping in its coverage of the geomorphological features of the land, the
people, the interventions on land, crops, safe routes, etc. It identifies the vulnerable spots and people,
such as the differently abled, the bedridden, children, the aged, migrant workers, and those under
palliative care. There are long lists of people to sound warnings and be the first responders in the event of
a disaster. Officials say these panchayats have been given downscaled climate projection data and maps.
For panchayat officials to make sense of the downscaled climate project data and maps, there is a need to
ground truth the same.

While the disaster management plan should be frequently updated, experts point to the need to integrate
these individual plans while preparing district disaster management plans. There is now a fairly sound
understanding of which areas are prone to disasters. While the government should urge the Central
agencies to upgrade their systems in order to be able to provide accurate and timely weather alerts, it
should also pay attention to community-driven climate monitoring systems.

WER AT 32T F faar A0 7&F o1 et §
Ada 391, ( ST F 3TAHFR )

Uoe e # HIGT &1 T8 Tofeilicin 3Tl # @ U g arel
@I Tholc Flel HT 3TN &TACT W 81 2014 & a1e AT o &6 fig
IMRATFR TH T 3T I} ¢, S Tg el & §1g § Aer g3 2T
$H8 ARTd &9 § A9 & dleRR # ged A iR Fera-a3-
g S Yedd qEd wfedt & fAv st @ fawr s e @
| URIT T § R IR Ao F T sgEeas gl age W@,
HaE AR 3uF wgARh war # e fr 3FAE A W oGHd| T

$ROT § & 2024 & oGl H 9gR Yedd ol & o6 & & Higd
3R 38% FEARh AR & 39 o Bl # 3 H AW & U FI S8 g9 8

ST STel0TeAT & &t 3R fauet A diefter a& g ¥ §, ofhed @ ool ford Hag gl & Ig #d
T @ Usleiicder Heal &l S H SAfderd IRe I S5l &1 § FHS ol o haol T§ Tl ofallell T &
& fordll @ aifa & fhder or g, afess 3ot aTfors-anfde Rufa & ar & AreE HEr o 30 &
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3T9TH &1 30T & fov, gy ael & g & €2 fhdal & 99 Qufgar agsT 8§27 9 6| Tox &
fRI&T 9o Y W §? 9 Fel AR HFH W A T §? oA AT 3G 1 §? W Fal & A 98
Hegdlel STl HIHS oTGEI| Ig 3eT HREV dfgd fAfdest Sfd-3maid #eamomell 3ut & geee #
Aee HWM| AR 33 oft DA Famerat arer v | 3 gof &1 o g1 Y of, g S $o o gam u
g, 3 & @y q@UEl H afad @t # qAfdaRa we AR 30er Wdgtiae arefadl B GURS & GIE
A §l AT PR gAR FAlSET 3IT WA 3eT R IR g9, o g TFera ¢ o g 39 Fanerii &
geffle Y ¢ g9, IR 99 §F afd THRT G ofTet =¥el Jgar arean|

g U0 GHI H @ & 8, ST6T SeT T 3UANT & ol &l Hefghioid A & fov fohar Sar g1 & 7 i
TR TN FHeAOHRT ASTATHT HT AL HA & e 8 Th 32T g g T &

SR STAIOTAT o FS ohalel o &1 Tod §97 JhdlT Ig & o J THH Sharde 3idd: Sfd-cgaedr S
Shfad w@dr §1 T §AS & 0 F gART 3ifad7 a7 Fa1 gl anfgu? 3ifhsds 3Refor gred &&a1? ar
Teh QAT FHATS ST, STgl s AAAT A7 gefi? o7 FaTell & SIaTe 3TN 61| el Ig A% & f&F oia
e SITTC-3MTETRA HRETT Aiofg §, dd deh Sia-3TaTRa ATATTSH-3Teh ST &7 ghem o Sl &

dfhed ¥ T A arfher a1d g1 A sy # @ 77 Fare TsET & AT @ §1 7 37 Al 3R
3Tede 370 & Heal o g dlel # Holqd #a # #Hee #1 g, 3W g A S e et & du
A T ST &1 ST ST SIAOTAT & 3Miehs 3MTERAR ST o ST, o fafdiest shfaat 3k wegerat
& TN H YTl SRR WHA N $& 370 @ 95X Jeded T Thd § (S f g oh =ik,
AT 3R 3TNETOT IR @7 81 )| T8 S 3 & el TR 8 Fehell ¢

ST A FAIfeTed Ieeel & 3R SART Ham, 5! Acdod § Fo Sifaat H wrher gen AR Fo @
IhHNT| SATThH TR W, SHAI Adeld Ig & Thal § foh §AR I AR 3T IR&TOT glam, Sir 3= Sffadr
I WA HWM I gH F& 0 fagel SIfadt & aR & ot gar oo Tdm &, S e $& 3= Sifaat 4
JER Yede FX W & IE T9 T, TEhl, HH FN oA Il Afehel sHe faA sy g At &
faemsreT & & 3R I FRoT § 75 ST 3EY 3T W R
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USTIR & T qGTed T aildl

g geds, ( d@w s A F R{AYT va Horar Aar § )

VSR goiel T U gl 8, oed giaran & oemsrer |af Sor o1 @ &1 i R gferar &1 ded a3
IETEY T Jar3t arell 3 § af HRA & fAT 75 gt 3R a9 g7 Sl 1 WFR 58 st awstd g
384 $o 99 o fRU g1 3% el IRUME o FEA 3T §| MRAE v B 7 F d9 R
S, HAT ofasy A Gores FE SRUHAT IR TET deA JUMN-TANTH & FHRI-HHT W I drel
31ehs HHT GfSe ad &1 38 Seol@eld g &l o 3eewr gt fohar ST Hevall foh ar a9t (15 & 29 3y
) H 2017-18 F R o SRISRT X 17.8 wfaerd o, ag 2022-23 & "geax 10 wfaerd ® TS| T
SRISTRT &X 8 2022-23 & 379el foesicad usia 3.2 Ufdeid W 37 15| USHIN & 3T Hehceh o FUR I
e W g1 afasy A & e & arer Hewdt B dEdr 2018 & 20 wicRrd & 3f¥eh T wshge e anven
FEf a7 @ 9o W B| WS &7 A ol T ¥ USRI 7 Jfqardiawor o g @7 B

gHS dase 3N AR T HA T IFTERTDAT §, Fhifh 2041 Teh HRA H 3Tl HIAGBSN IHTEET S
TR WA R TG ST Foi T 3T & AT A5 & T FIAd T A A ¢, aAfehod
3T ST S Hehll & 58 AT F& 301 A g AW Tgel o Tg FARTd FA1 & & g7 arel
FRTT H AT gl arel Jar3t & a7 TEAT F @I F v s Awiar dar f e 3R gEw Tw
& gar St Al g TG €, FA T 36 AT aras Fwe ¥ AW § o A A6 FE WEN I ar
TECI3T & WAHTUS I TG H VAR §1 SEHT I giferdn soic @ M AT soic A @ivre faw,
TSR Folel AR TATHTAS W Biehd fhar am2m| 588 31 f[Affies 9ge U Aolga AR FaAmEs s
g9 & gordl & & foT TWaR & WEIfas gfienor & i &1 s asAr # ScaiRiT i $r @
T §, oS 3T gar Fae Y Fulet 7 ST F ATSIH @ Iepea griad ael

are @Sl & U s At H FHRIST Yo B & U IR T 90 58 HRIEA F Faiit # 5,000 9
Ai{e oar fAeem s & T @R 9fa a¥ 54,000 3R 3miEAs @dt & fav sfaRked 6,000 s93
I S| Siafeh Hufagi 30e HTEIR $5 & 6,000 T9F AT Ferered Saf| wieTor dr omerd o
HAfedl €1 a6 | Tg AR IHoJd a3t T YSHIR &THAT 3R Fterdl & fov oy &1 egmaeh T
ek T F Teld H AR gleN| Ig Teh s Tehes JaT Afed U & 6.4 s UATHUAS 3TN &
fow gfferd Sterifdd & gt &1 8t T M| gH T§ ALt SfeleT ARV T fohergrel FHol ASTHIR Tl el
A wHATETAT A ey 62 gfaRrd @ §l 3T IR g3 IdeIawdust A Ag ST 77 IfAT OF ¢
Th ¥ T AT U FeT & 916 Ygoll SR Alndd Agel dTell JaT ThiA T & AIH & FHrdao H oo
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X Hhdl gl 3¢ did fhEal # faaRka 15,000 T0F T & GleHs) THR GIRT Yl &I AT | Ig Igol
gar afaemst & w@efsd & § Ssel| s60 Jeftoaria deial W) HeRar wa gefl, See sfemar ik
IfARTTAr FE ST B & s FH F THE O & ded R_AATT FulAEt & Ser mr g1 3w Ao
fafTor 8 F ISR goraT & AR Fr §, S e iR AR a @ o dicareer & B
IR st & AT Acdgsd arell 37 Jlolell H THR GaRT Yald fhar el arem ot fodierar 3R waany
& &g AT T F G FIT AWM Ig Iietar Y Heusdliod Hdl & ToT Rl Td TARY AR Hl
Jordr 4 arell &1 3T ATl FT IH Utd el & v FAAednd & &7 & F7 50 AT HAaRAr ar
od af & shuwsi-amifera Al & 25 gfaed, s s off &0 81, & FgFa s gem

S8 e, ThA W st & 3 3t swda & & v Fgga fFe v g@ds sfaRed s#Aad &
foT 39 sduwmsn dAeee # o @t & fov gfa A 3,000 39 T& F Aeiee Il Aaeansit & fow
3O AR I AgFT HeT M T  Tag qelal dTell Tg Arofel [afdest &1 7 AsaR gefer
F gerar &M SO FAUTEAT H THIT THT 3o BT SAY SIg7 3UMiedT @I 9, dgl 3
afafafeat 7 ash el ik AeRar gioa gl IfF o gora 7 slera Tew o 35w w3 §
AR o 56 3R o gAed &A1 ool 1 JarE fhar g1 U8 YA & 3icd Ted WERT JR IS Serd
& FedleT @ 1,000 e GiNeTor FEAE A NSNS I Seeidel Tg AT HN o HraAbGN
HSTEN &1 718 SRl o 3f®T AR S| gi st & aRieT 60,000 HUS T0A 6T Ig Aretell Tgel TROMHA-
amenRa R 3R sear-fRfse awea W ST &

Tose § T eIy, dder dfeqs), fAaiear dicae 3R ek ISR golel Aigd U cadeh Aol &
AIH ¥ WHR U9 it 3R oear e aeft & &g dqgee aruer 1 f&er & 3mr 96 W 8
$HY WX A3 AR 3y Jepfd T9IfSd Twd arell gl I 399 AR AT 1 FATU A g0
TGl HRATT T 3TeRaTI3i 1 gt # HgRIeh Sefehy Teh ey 3R FATARN rdfegaear &1 ARl Jered ol
el
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