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SC’s Sisodia order should be a widely followed precedent

TOI Editorials

and criminality?”

The points on which Supreme Court granted Sisodia bail in the Delhi
liquor policy case mark a precedent for bail not only in cases under
PMLA, but also for those laws where application of bail is limited,
such as anti-terror law UAPA.

Jail without bail | Yesterday, SC reiterated the principle of bail not
jail, saying a long time behind bars - almost 18 months in Sisodia’s
case - before conviction shouldn’t become “punishment without
trial”. For context, earlier this week Parliament was told that in the
last decade, 5,297 cases were filed under PMLA, conviction secured in
40 - that’s less than 1%.

Policy & quid pro quo | SC queried investigators on how they “per se
infer” conspiracy from the mere fact that a policy benefitted certain
wholesalers. SC asked, “Where do you draw the line between policy

Delay in trial | The key point: SC said both trial court and HC should have noted top court’s Oct 2023
judgment that “prolonged incarceration” and “delay in trial” should be read into bail provisions in both
criminal code CrPC and PMLA. SC had said that a speedy trial is an accused’s “basic right”. That, when trial
isn’t proceeding “for reasons not attributable to the accused, court...may grant bail. This would be truer

where the trial would take years.”

Denied bail last year, SC had allowed Sisodia to re-apply if “trial...proceeds at a snail’s pace in next three
months”. Yesterday, SC referenced investigators’ claim from Oct 2023 that trial would be completed in “6
to 8 months”. Investigators, SC said, were unprepared to start trial. From Elgar Parishad cases to those on
Delhi riots, and several PMLA cases, securing bail is often process as punishment. It is this that SC’s

Sisodia order can put a stop to.
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g seuT WA & fAY & SR glam| Siael & Ui S8 3T T FHIAT ol HA SeadG IR AY
& ged # gl Sgl Uid g9 Sedl W alel #cg &X (JMSUANR) HAT: 443 3R 41.3 (TIvhuawd-5 &
3TER) € Sidfeh AGRe, emels, @fFwa, aar AR AR / 3t # I degdr 3@+ g (Th-gud &
ST ) W 75 T & FAATTT H gHA Siided HT ATHT qal T oA STl FAT gl fohar & gART
Aifergrer a1 wgr ofr gf, Rafthcar, divor, TEumea Beadr 3R Swar & @At & AT H gF o ars?
AU ATt o ar v - TEH e YuTel e e @ fashiad fRar) R fieelr 3R oxiraere
# AT Gk q1G o ST e FA? FAT G H MM A SATer BiFedi hdel qr Todl- HEIT: dTHA,
HERTSE, IR # & &1 AT FAMST &I ATl AT H SHDT AT w6l I ST Hevell | FHAEAT I
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INERFR ool & qd IUAEaA A4V FAliear w1 Hafea =aAeg @ AT & &l gleliih s8d $o
ad #ff S § W 3cadl & U IR R Fdled & § & FAWd g § AR S vare) fesdr @
ST oIl & dX @R &ALl el Sl =1feu| ghefifeh I8 o1 afed #ararerd 9gel 8 %3 IR H§ Il &,
HIR fAgelr 3eTeld 39 IHRAT & ol AR #1gT 3di| A {Afear #r fGeelr 3MadRT Aifd & asear &
IRT FH Ugel Tadel facemer 3R R @dims & a7 & §¢ Har arl {aear Fe e @ 3=
AT & o 30 TREART &7 elel & 3R FTAGTT 1 HNT R @, HIN fohedl cTohailehl HROT &
3¢ Fordl & WIS g el I ASIGY GBIl IST| S FAE HAeI 3oglel ofel H A0 ST §, 3Tl STHAEAT
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H 1A HCA A A IHTE FT AGIS &1 FIR Tg Tl 3ol ST9TE §=41 37 & fF 5o voh faifd TR
& OFAER ug & e W @ ARFT F 33 o THT T Id A Wl W ATR @ 95 §, ar
AT ARTRS & a H FIT 3FHIG HT o Thdl gl T AT ddolg el 36 I & o MW {Afear &
g AT F1 RIE P Sam|

@ 3ehel WA AT €T 8, See 30 g W@dl & NS ofaT ded ISR 98T| SIRWS & JEIAA A
T, A el 9Ief & Ao Hide Horg &g o oief # @ g 1 Fcda Sl 3R ool & gega
3RAg Forfiarer 3 T AT BT A AT G &1 $H AAA H T TSAGAT & FIABS T IER Harel
35 81 ool 3Ry At 7 3R horiarer, A4 @A, o &g 3R @ & sl @l gere
& IR H AT BT &l S TR o 4 gear 3R 3R ANfgfer & ofd 7T as Sl # 3Tl @il
sgd fATell 3reredl & o 7fRar ¥ faaR =81 foar o 30 g AR uel &1 @alg &t ardt & Sialr
H o @ AIEHER il Aged & HHGNT a9d gd ¢l Fg #Fs & P 7y [{afear #
STHSA? HIC H FAT & T gelel, 96 U B3 el & ST &F &7 I8 3 &ds A8 giar & 38
aHFT HT fTT AT 3HS AT o RGN T S o FeAd @ Tl ¢ IR ARG W 3d Haw
3TN & US| 5H TRE el IRIT 3R IMAAN & YR W AW & & TAT e Sl & & IGaAl Th
RE T A Tl Sl & SR & AT AT g SHTAT FAed AT T AG8d 9 IRAT & 9redd &
3T & ST B

Uod $o avl @ yade Feemed, e G 3R S 39T sgU A FSeraR & Welh Rishsl Hea
& A7 W 57 R JUYY o9 AR IR TREARAT A, 38§ o 37 W IRT 91d E ¢ & I Famer &
SN W, SHHT Tslelicier HAT o 3ET A I & T STl L deheliehl 35T UaT T 3feTeld I
STHAD St H Aehed HT T HIAl <Gl ST &1 TSI 3R TN TR AP M fATdeg 87 geAlcdr
g, 3Ud Tl F3I SRS ¥ ARE & FS AR H, IR SHb oV T Fleeil 1 Asteilicded FIUAR &
T F STAATST gHN, ol 31Tl FhdAG T T & ST QM| SATIT Fafed el F Adgd 9 3fRar
¥ faar frar s afged
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Ser T AAHEAT FH Teh d37 g aRss ARIRAT &7 gl I 39 AT 3R
Q’ : NG § AT & AU HUAT AT Aered F Hhd §1 39 TR A
3Tl Fedol dl WHRI IR AT fF gfFear & g afgel av
I‘ 2011 & SO & HFER U # W@ a¥ iR sEd HUE g &

aes aeReT I FagEar 10.38 FA3 M| g alkss aArier fir
3MSTET Fel JNSTET T SF0ET cH BIie &1 TSE SAdedm AT garT
S STAHEIT A T Tehollehl HHAG HT T & Hcllleeh a¥ 2026
R U A Wre A @ IfAh MY & ARl HY HEAT 17.32 FUS @A T HHGAT §| Teh Al & IHe]dR
ay¥y 2050 #H gT Il afFa aiss ARIRE gRMI 39 T & AR ARG 39 IRAR, JHAT 3R TWHR
O T o fordll ®9 # 3rdeST, 3918 3 g AGHH A &1 3oTht 39el 3, AR 3R AEaS
THAET ¢

Fg IR ToT THRT o IS ARSI HT FEART T & [T 3 A0 S5 81 3o¢ IRdgd, TIAELY
@S 3R 3T AT W T AT o Yol fFe I §1 Fg AR 167 TR W 394 v #3 R®g $Hr
U ATAC $ €, TSt ATeIH @ 3¢ fadT HEIAl 3USSY #IS Sl g1 3 T S@HTA 8
RIfehcar o9 W ge, WHRT IETdTel H HFd FTOELT JaU 3R TaeT @I Jai3it & 3eiehl Trdfenar
&7 S giaud wiFAfod §1 306 3T W H AT W G #T Jee 7 HE W P TIET A ST
W Bl

aRss AERS & fBd TE0T 8] AR o AAT-TT 3R aRss AR sRoT-gyor Far swemor sifafaas
2007 &=, forgeh 3icHid geer sgfeadl 3R ATCr-Uar & $RUT-IN0T JUT SE@ & foIv G cqaedr &
WY g1 36 HRAEIA & a9 3ifReas AR aRss AR, St 3roeh 3 a1 9= JUT ganT g
qrell 3T T FROT-ANT el H IAAY g, T 39 cq&h sodi AT &iadl & FROT-GN0T gied oA & forw
3MdesT X THhd ¢l 38 IAFATH & dgd alss @R i 39w 3R aRcamer i v Halia 3R #er
T B, O AT 9w g9 TUT T SIATT AT A HIE HI Hll AT Sl g1 Hehod ¢l IRSS AWIRS &
FOUT-GINOT & F BolX IUT GfaHATE URN S 1 e o fhar ST Fohal g1 aRse ARt & fov &g
TIree 3R IR-THIT GEUW o faffies &t & QAU el Al g1 ST S AT chg JCUTHHA, Hiofell
AH H Fergar AR ni¥e-ararfee afafaftar qur aeer@s ggefaar S w1 U S g

FE W BT gU N G & aRes AFRAT B AP qEeasi 3R AT F1 G w1 9 @ g agd
¥ aitss AR R e FrEant @ S w® 81 3h wig WafAd 3 aE & dver ar @
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[T BT ASABT Teh 3T TgT FoldT el gl Foenl TARLY [aAT ¥ FOfOd FAEAW o FA A L
3oteh foIT g2 IRTT RIAY FATU 3Tt 1 gicii| 3ot faQdy Rfshcar glaurd AR fAeges game a=
H il FISATSAT T TTHAT FIAT TSAT &1 IRSS AR AT H 37e@ng Hr Bafa & off 359 &1 394
AT HYhi T HHAT & HRUT HehellUal Tl TGl g1 3o U= HUTT HT & iR 39eT A1y gel ared
T F FArd Hr M TR @A &1 IR ARG, WrERT Hhel gl dlel <AfFAl, & G 3Tkl Ul
¥ 313 3R 39 WY gl arel IO & FAMER AT B/ &

faord $o ast & aiss AERHT A TART & Fed arell glaemsit & weldr o o7 W &1 3¢ 39 a¥ &
A Fole T T 37 A FRAT e F a¥ 2020 F ¥ R0 F ass AR 3 Afgensit w Fea
darell Pe T de AT AT IAT| I oA & R TR a¥ IR 3aW 3R 3G & aRsS AR T T
m%@m&@mwaﬁwmﬁmw,wmmﬁmﬁaﬁémaﬁ@laﬁ%
d|d|ﬁ%ﬁ|q*<ﬁ3ﬂTmQT®WW§U?},@ﬁmﬁmaﬂ?ﬁﬁ%mwﬁ
A gefd & Tl $o g Wl 3 a¥ @ HH Y & aRse AERS H el arelr ifaRerd
ge # ot % et i g5 T i & NATH W e ar Shead) # adAe & 18 hiee §,
STeaT AR RO a FEY T F ARG S & 98 HLAT sl g, 3T °gel AT geT Y TareeT S1AT Hr
ouudamemﬁ@raﬁwzﬁ,mmﬁsﬂaﬁﬁﬁémaﬁg’%lmwawaﬁmaﬂ'{sﬁa?raﬁm
& NfATA W oo arer Shewd & qff aXE g $T AT SR s W 81 WER & 38 faur &7 R
A T FTRT T

aRss AERGT HT Th T TEAT & Slde] A9 1 ITUR 3eTehl JaT g w® & divw 3R Jegdr
Tfr 9T e arem sa &1 3 3T A Rg fr 9o 3nfe T8 e de & Far ufat w Aes
arel =TT T e H 39T eg-9RE a1l ¥ AR et 37 WY &1 =T e¥ 39 3afy & errer i 9 O
BHG HA g TS| gTelifch Sl GaRT IRSS ARG Sl TN Hrig st e fear Sirar g, et g& aw
qd @ SISl & B Jolll H Ig 3T HIEE SIS & aig o aedfden sqldaTamé‘rg‘é%IWW
HEIME 98, EY KRG Aol X & Fall 1S, 3TN IRcs APRSA R Al AR 9 g

TIFST 817 H 515 AT ANolell TAlell TAdNTH H 3Tl arel TH HHARI, STl ddel & AT IT 3oTehl HaT
3EfT FA W, 30T 3T ATl & A Al arell 9 di-arR @t sv gfasae Fes & gaR s
A W g1 Fg TR Fg 3R T5T GERT @ NS aikss A 3R At nfe & Ao arel
9ereT § Y 95 FA el §1 TANTH H 3Med AT IRTS AR FY Tk A GUA Gt H AW 3 FHAI-
T W 35N W@ ¢, et 3N T 3w faen & A won ¢ g3 ¥ FA Fema FAT dote I WA
W&ﬁﬁaﬁwmﬁaﬁ?%ﬁgﬁmﬁaﬁgmlma;mm?mﬁﬁmmmw
98T a9 39el 3T TaRIHABd & qfd # HeTH g0 §, 5 AHAGT H 3o 7@ AW H FAlad de 3
W &1 3T ST ¢ T aise AR 1 @FAETSTs Siaed A9 R Eel & [T 3eehl FFelad STl
&1 qfcd & forw afha 9ara gl sa% fov & aftse aelie, st emliftss, snfds ik awfas e @ was
g, d TaY, PR IR FATSHdT 96T 39 Gr H e g &Y, ar 3H IR ARIR® 39e Siidd &l
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3TH AGHT giél & aRss adr AV FAIfEar & Fafca ~amreT & Hell JTARIT Toliide ®9 F g =igT,
dfess @@ATGe 3R sfdes ®9 @ M FAgcaqul g1 USET TSUG & <A9dh A o Th AT HAl
fewifear o o sgd 337G & T W@ ATl AfTRAT & T F & T§ HIA A IRFAG Bor{idTer & AA Th
dhfeush diehd Sefeht 33X | d8 o918 17 HQIAl T STegloles & aie Siel § STeY 31T §| e o q
TRE ¥ 3MeTEd 81 & dlg & feoell & Id IT-HEIHAT &I fGeell 3cUie Yoo AT & I3 AAA F FTHGAT
& 81 X3, Ugel & 91 o AT fR {Efear # Suer T a% gardl & NS @ S Teifadt &
T @sra =g gem| 3Ty et o ~arAfd IR g AR & o faegerysr fr fio o FHEE Frfnr S
fomofir A gT @t 6 A # 39 SJAET AT & AT GAaTS eTerd Sl ST 1 A
glamT| aread #, g e & fov gt Rers =6t §, 30¢ 3T HFd g & T a1 HaY el g5 Hehll
g1 gTelifh, Ig AT T @I ¢ & Td FafAa Jaea 3adhr Toeifas dreed Fi dler ome|

Yade fACRMed SAlAd & G w781 &, 3icdd: 3qehr HIer oA o fa@fear A e wfarery a1 gegash
FATIT A T UHT AT, W AT o Ydchel e & ATl W 1T oTg) &ar| 379 Ig sfaga &
gor 8 IaT § R @RS 3R N o nfRR T I v R & SHEd J 8 9%, W) gaftd S ey
qgiqu\ STHIT HTA T Ig G HIALT T[T o6 g1 3, TfAAT A FAAT bl W AR M F Tl
Ay ey %l W SR ST IR o1, 39N G THAOT & AT Hhe AT AF & S, o FaEfedr 1 g 1mer
ARl g1 STl 3T WIeT &7 & §37 T W3NS AT Food a1l o f@afear H Rgrs a1 qgAfRA s=ram| ven
U4 3U-HEIHA B AT 17 AL ST A WA & dldojg geaars AR Gl S Gishdr &1 fohdll Hohrer o o
q@m%aﬁwwﬁw%lﬁwm%muﬁﬁﬁﬁmmwé&rwaﬁmw
A @ @laT §, W T &g 3 YR 7 Fefl IId gl U ofel HBgREd &, TH Adisit Hr, S
AGAIEST &7 ¥ Bl, Siol 1T 3R EY el 30| wSif@ar S@dr | 9| 38T BhgREd # 3 Tah =141
oATH S[3 9T g

Fel fAETHY, el o qU T gy EIM & 3R F Il FT | $TTAR AT @R Ig HRAT Tsfa & forw
RIdr & a1 &1 o B T e 7 S R Aqr dfRT {1 AR RfET, O TeEfdw el o el
¥ HEES & geT A g g1 Wb UH IHUA-39eT e g, TSeTeh S A Ae Aot del AR i &
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A oA & d oem W o 9 & qoi U Ay Tolhfa 39 fIY ge Sl w@ifgel o A
e &1 aifd ¢ 715 & o A3t @ 37 o 97 S §, W T A T Hleled-cqIEAT AN Fe dlell
TATHAT 327 & WY FeAd & T R g7




