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Disturbing In Dhaka

Anti-quota violence symptomatic of Awami’s authoritarian politics. India must think
beyond Hasina.

TOI Editorials

Before the Bangladeshi Supreme Court’s ruling yesterday struck down a contentious quota for liberation
fighters and their progeny, massive anti-quota protests had claimed at least 114 lives, hundreds more
had been injured. What Bangladesh is witnessing today is a lethal combination of quota politics, lack of
opposition space, and a govt increasingly given to authoritarian ways.

Quota fire | The latest round of turmoil began after the Bangladeshi high court on June 5 ruled to restore
30% quota in govt jobs at all levels for Bangladesh’s liberation fighters and their children and
grandchildren. While this quota isn’t new, it has had a fraught history. It was implemented whenever
Awami League was in govt and ignored when BNP and its Islamist allies were in office.

Merit vs entitlement | When Awami returned to govt in 2009, it extended quota benefits to
grandchildren of liberation fighters. That the benefits accrue to those politically aligned with Awami is
lost on no one. But in 2018, amid similar protests against the quota, Awami scrapped it ahead of polls that
year.

The perfect storm | The high court decision was challenged, and the Supreme Court reversed the quota,
saying up to 93% of the jobs should be open to merit. But a large section of Bangladeshi society believes
the judiciary is under Awami’s thumb. Plus, it didn’t help matters when Sheikh Hasina equated the
protesters with razakars. Add to this a growing unemployment problem within Bangladesh.

Echoes for India | India is not unfamiliar with violent quota agitations. But things haven’t degenerated to
the extent in Bangladesh. The latter is in this spot today because it is failing to tick the basic check-boxes
of democracy - a viable opposition, elections seen to be free and fair, and an independent judiciary. The
growing popular resentment against Awami presents a security dilemma for India. The last thing India
needs is a Bangladesh run by a Pakistan-backed dispensation in a post-Awami scenario. New Delhi should
change tack and reach out to all segments of Bangladeshi polity to secure its strategic interests.
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Shock-proof state

India must ensure its democratic digital infrastructure is shock-proof.
Editorial

A bright light fell on the extent of the world’s dependence on information technologies when on July 19,
supermarkets, banks, hospitals, airports, and many other services in between suffered a simultaneous
blackout after a common software solution they used glitched. Between then and the time at which the
solution’s developers rolled out a fix, news of the problem and the resulting downtime spread around the
world through the same networks that have been erected to facilitate communications between these
systems. Technological advancements are inevitable and desirable, but the concurrent responsibility to
set up failsafes and emergency protocols is often less glamorous. These gaps are exacerbated in societies
where the adoption of new technologies is concentrated in sectors competing in the global market and in
piecemeal fashion vis-a-vis services provided in local markets. Thus, for example, the glitch may have
caused an airline operator to suffer greater monetary losses but it would have been more debilitating for
cardiac facilities at a tertiary care centre, or a computer trying to access a thermal power facility during
peak demand.

Such glitches are more common than people realise thanks to otherwise trivial process- or business-level
failures. The focus must instead be on the network interconnections that allow these technologies to be
useful and the implementation of life-saving redundancies. Unfortunately, unlike most other
technological enterprises, information technologies are yet to develop a mature self-awareness of their
pansocial character and the impetus to adjust for this rudiment lies with the state. This requires a ‘Digital
India’ push that is cognisant of software solutions’ relationship with digital privacy and data sovereignty,
layered over the challenges that income inequality and political marginalisation impose on communities
navigating more socially interconnected settings. For example, public distrust in electronic voting
machines, stoked by an incomplete understanding of software security among the political class, the
judiciary, and civil society, could have been restored with open-source software and modes of integrity
testing that violate neither physical nor digital property rights. The July 19 outage offers a similar
opportunity: to rejig the software that public sector institutions need to provide their essential services
and to incorporate redundancies, including moving away from single-vendor policies, that preserve the
links between these institutions and people engaged in informal economies in the event of a network-
level outage. The state was previously duty-bound to develop democratic digital infrastructure. Now,
cognisant of more powerful interlinks among social, economic, and cultural realities, it is also duty-bound
to ensure that this infrastructure is shock-proof.
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The importance of both Quad and BRICS

With India being the only country common to both Quad and BRICS and a founding
member of both, it cannot afford to downplay one for the other.

T.S. Tirumurti, [ Foreign Service Officer who was India's Permanent Representative to the UN,
New York, and India’s Sherpa for BRICS. ]

The Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Japan end-July, after a long
gap of 10 months, comes at a time when the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) is paralysed and its reform nowhere in sight,
international law is violated with impunity both in the Ukraine war
and in the assault on Gaza by Israel, an axis of Russia, China, North
Korea, and Iran is gaining traction, and Chinese influence is growing
not just in the Indo-Pacific, but elsewhere too.

The U.S. has, in turn, realised that it needs not just allies, but also
credible partners in its security architecture, including in the Indo-
Pacific, and reached “across the aisle” to “non-ally” countries like
India to partner with them in smaller pluri-lateral groupings and joint security initiatives. Further,
ASEAN countries are getting increasingly vulnerable, with South China Sea remaining a flashpoint.

While India is a member of many pluri-lateral groups on both sides of the geo-strategic “divide”, its
engagement in Quad and with BRICS present the country with interesting, and sometimes contrasting,
dilemmas.

India has enthusiastically embraced Quad and its strategic objectives. U.S. President Joe Biden’s belief in
the Quad has given it the necessary fillip at the highest level since 2021. The fact that India, during its
presidency of the UNSC in August 2021, held a high-level virtual event on ‘Enhancing Maritime Security’,
presided over by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and attended by Russian President Vladimir Putin,
among others, indicates the importance India attaches to strengthening maritime security in the Indo-
Pacific and beyond.

India’s role in the Quad

While Quad has always had a geopolitical security objective vis-a-vis China, India’s vision goes beyond
this narrow thrust to a much broader redrawing of the security and techno-economic architecture of the
Indo-Pacific region. With Quad now working on reorientation of global supply chains of critical
technologies and on a range of areas of direct strategic relevance to the region, including digital, telecom,
health, power, and semi-conductors, it has underlined that development too has a security perspective
which cannot be ignored. India, in its turn, has benefited through enhanced bilateral relations with Quad
partners, especially the U.S.

On the other hand, the formation of AUKUS with the U.S., Australia, and the U.K,, with a view to enhance
their military capabilities, especially Australia’s with nuclear submarines, has put securitisation of the
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Indo-Pacific region and deterrence of China at the centre. The Ukraine war and enhanced focus on NATO
has made the West look at Asia too through a military lens. AUKUS may well suit India’s geo-strategic
interests, but India’s reluctance to go the whole nine yards in embracing a purely security vision for Quad
is seen as a dampener, in spite of the Indian External Affairs Minister clarifying that Quad is not an Asian
NATO and India is not a treaty ally unlike the other three. In fact, I used to tell my Quad colleagues in the
UN that the only value-add we have in Quad is India. Instead of factoring in India’s viewpoint, if they
merely want to convert India to their cause, then they are wasting the opportunity to become inclusive
and enhance their overall impact in the region, which includes developing countries with differing
compulsions, not all of which are military-centric.

India’s independent policy of close relations with Russia and calling for a diplomatic solution to the
Ukraine war, both of which are frowned upon by the West, do not distract India from strengthening the
Quad. Some Quad members and European countries are themselves enhancing their bilateral
engagement with China, underlining their differing bilateral and regional compulsions.

Against the backdrop of India’s enthusiastic engagement with Quad, its engagement with BRICS presents
a different conundrum. India was an enthusiastic founder of BRICS. In fact, at the 10th annual summit of
the BRICS in 2018 in Johannesburg, South Africa, it was Mr. Modi who reminded the leaders that BRICS
was founded to reform the multilateral system and proposed for the first time his vision of “reformed
multilateralism.” However, India’s participation in BRICS has fluctuated from enthusiastic to lukewarm.
While BRICS’ initiatives such as New Development Bank and the Contingent Reserve Arrangement have
been pioneering, the attempt by China to use BRICS to grandstand and push its world view on the Global
South and now, to push back the West has made India wary of giving BRICS a higher profile.

The potential of BRICS

India had, consequently, been reluctant to expand BRICS. In fact, in 2018, Mr. Putin too underlined his
reluctance to expand BRICS by quoting former South African President Nelson Mandela: “After climbing a
great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills to climb.” But after Quad and the situation in
Ukraine, Russia too realised the potential of BRICS, which includes pushing back the West, and lined up
behind China. The change of guard in Brazil leaves India as the lone member to push back China. A
reluctant India decided to accept BRICS’s expansion than oppose it and now many more countries are
reportedly waiting to join. Even if India has the best of bilateral relations with all the new members, we
need to make sure it all adds up to support for India inside BRICS. For this, India cannot afford to be
ambivalent about BRICS any more. To counter moves to take BRICS in a direction India does not like, we
need to be more engaged, not less. With India being the only country common to both Quad and BRICS,
the country cannot afford to downplay one for the other.
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IRAT FATH I[ATE

AYTEhIT

Fadurfeier gel 1 el oiel arel ol 3OfRs Al § godrs, @l 3MfG ¥ SHfT HIET0T Yered
T sr § 6 587 39 9g Fr IIRAT Ed g Tohal gl TH i & o Ig Tarenfash 379t Wl g o o
39 Ug @ ARAT & IHeIEY ITEROT HY| FIR SH dehrel H 8 TR HAH 1 Sl &1 @ER Tsgarell &
&d AR TIGR T A Ieieh Hihl T [forar 38T 1 IREA ST & AsguTel W AT H HIH el
arell Th Afgelm & IRT @ fF 3@ 3Fe AT 3cfsT R AR qosEa & e J 39
ST H SUH AT IWT| AHAT 3od ~A1ATe dh 9T IT| 3eTeld & gl fob Jsadrer 1 WA &
3TeOE 361 & dEd JTORIMAS HHA H TXEIUT UIed &l 39 W a9 doh HIS HhSH g TN ST Hehel,
SIS b d U UG W gl a9 NS o Hafed FAGed A R @S e 361 & Ws A A
TSIl H &Y 5 P A ATHA H AT TR Ah F Hs 3eol@ 6l gl Jlod IS oG AT # i H
& NS & =T el # amem g Hafew ~ATeld $H AF & HegeloR 3eJeoc 361 H FHT i
TSI g oI gl

ol ST 7 37 ATHAT # JauTfae Y=l HI AT T ATAT o el alal 9T dAdhel AT g,
OfT 30 A H o Al & 35l 91 g 5 Tdurfas Teor &7 A8 H ToT9rel & 39 UG
TRAT & Yidhe TagRI W Ak oFIe HT HIS SATAEIRS TEAT Tolehol Fehall| A & 38 fHewia v &
gl foh @fed T Aok # W NX g Nod $o avl # 99 Re Tog WHRI 3R Tsgured & o
AT & 3T Al ¢ 0 3R 3987 ¥ 5 H Fded T o AsIqTel %W@rmmg
3R TsTeiltads Tfpadr o e eman, 398 Y gdfea e & dlell Fed W gadT o a3t
Togureit T AgfFaal s dt & o TAT @ AT 35 1 ¢ Al Tofelliad H ofedl Y faar geb et
ﬁmﬁ@raﬁaﬂﬁm%‘,ﬁaudmdﬁisd"g'(fsﬁsﬂﬁaﬂﬁﬁawuﬁsnmﬁ
& IHTET HH H W S %|uﬁm%%aﬁ3?€mﬁgﬁ§éw$mmaﬁam
el FeT UIET, d Algeh 38k HIH H HSIMN T YF A &d ol IRGHA el & o ofd qAT @ T@r
&G ST T &1 4l HUR W oI Y& H 30 TR o IR & ToT THR N ISl g A @ik
FA FT TIH Fd | FAIR ATHAT ST gohl § Aol

fohell TegaTer W Sgo1s R Al 3chsd o1 HRIT 38 Ig Hi IRAT A ANe Igal ST g1 0 A A
gzars ar Ry off grr & 39PR @ aifful 3T ST Y hddl SATAIT gt A feAr S wniRw fR
TSIl &l RIS AAG H GdUfeleh TIGTOT 9o g1 dAfehed 3R IoTITS o HTUSRT &l I @M
JATQET, a6 ARIT @ dTell Afgel & 31T & JAFR FT @I HA g I0N| Soar 9 Fdlell & HAGGaAoN
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Fafed AR 4Tl & fAS EETOT I HHIGT MM TIATA 39T § [ ‘& i Jork 7 &«
WX § 1 [@eyid FafqR AT Seen|

Date: 22-07-24
eYereT 3T
TG

STATCRr A IRETOT fAE JielereT & fedh 3@ TR FX A § 98T A WHR & AHA Th 91 Feodlcdr
T A S B FE F A 7 A gROE-TET f A G F SRR § R F g aw gl F 3y
3R gele F 3T W HIS IR g W &1 Je & ST G & 39 dw &/ @ SA;er ael f AT S gen
& 3R del arae gU E1 greTd 56 Hex faug AC § R U qu H F e ust AR 39 GetAmRan
@I & el AR & G ¢ GU a0 §| ¥ 7 g T{ T ARG, A9 3R ST FAT T & F At
N AT GIET Hr TeAr T ool §1 oRAT A& FAArery & Haldw, deey #A i dgE goR HRAE!
& Bl @ ITATT §| SAH oIl AG 3016 gl Tdearedl g1 319 T Teh golRk & ¥ Ry faeandt
TACY ollc 3T §| hg THR HI 3 & Fehl AR AFTRDT T TS a9d o & 9 S 81 37
I, JEAET-9RT AT 9T Tdhdl Sl T AT 3 35T okl gl

3T, dFcey H Eheh Jalelel W 3 gal 38 STaEAT Hl FACA A I AT 3§ &, o dgd
ay 1971 # uifehedil & T FTeC & HiFd HaH A o5l el qq AfTehl & AT T T
AlRRAT F T Prae de IRETUT FT TG g1 YETTAHRIRAT T do & foh 3IRETOT $ 37 JITAT & SART
TUTTAA AG GIAT & FHLR! H A GG ST T §| AR § 6 A@ g@eAr Hr HarAr fer ot A
AiFT HAH HieTolel & aAccd fohal AT TUHN A@ GHIAT &1 Fgall § (o e # HET 9= drell
A fAeT a1fRe, ser I fndr off Toeiifaes @eTeet @ 3 811 aemeer R 3R vedeemiRal #1 gelrer
HIAT STTE &, aAfehel FAT 379l AN 1 FAsldlel S fEAT & THaATT 3U1T §? a7 Vo=l &l Qnifdqds
3UeA ST WHR o FHET IWell AT, FET THR &l AT o6 Fsohl T I Jamsit 1 forell g oy &
o, arfk gger fEar aaA|
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frar it R
St

gt 3R St W 3% Aol & A s it A qae @1 Saer 3eR a9t 7 §, O F15 3meEd
8T WA dX 9T e gfasersT W 3Hs Afdss & A1 fo@r Ser 18 3E#AT A1 IR-FE ad S8
g1 3EET AT Qi F AT A 39 UfaserT F a5 W formga § W 5 el & 39e gfases W)
HOAT ATH @l 3r=sT d7& oFrdl, 3R ARerET & AfRart @ aase R w@asme @ sifder g
TFSIERT & el AIfgU| 30X ST & Teh 37l X Hids ITHT AN G HoTTeordl & forw #Aferepl &1 &1
e e fard X fGar 197 §1 3T Uy & §ig 3ANEs 3R 7T Ioold, AL UG H T g o
T g thaerr fRaT Bl 39 39l 9fdSe A1 gl & @ YT AH of @l drell i cgad T el H
HEAT | EI31Eel, Hidg drel ARl 9T ggel o YT daeh Rivrgd amer mer of 3R 3meer & arer
RS & 9 I gofiel § f& wiafsat & afasdr &1 @ gaRead a3t & [T Jg Hea 3orr a4 gl

gTelifeh, I8 $hTell 3dT 8ol olel &, oldell TUAH TSEAT Aok Tl & THATST & 39 thgo oW fafdy 1o §
3R & ufdme T W H5F 354 & Jod HAGaN & WY A AT A0 Ay = | @ ¢ 3R 3o
AT &7 | I 87 ARG FATST H Teh Hhel 36T T INE[E T Igalel I@el dlel o167 AHed i feoqolt
TgT IRdee § fF 3R IFST F YA UgAT I H HIS GFhd 6l g, df EHA P JYA Ugared
a7 foFpd FaT g @ifRe? & Rl & 39 A1 W ad g arfevl A fBUR fr SWa 76§
&% Fe &7 9fdmar aRwl’ 39 39 veq & AUy A o v AR su= dw Aifw, e f osreer
FESHT HFA A ARG IET R AT g Seied §T ARIT 90 & & T8 FHeAE, gferdt AR 377 Ao
gl & USRI HT A FA Al g1 Tg AR G &1 fasae & § 6 5 T & o & 3R W
Teh 3 THE I (Aehlel a6 fohdT 9141, 38 ToT & Al HT TE Gollel ¢ b ‘U &I G Ff T FAA
SR T § 3N SHH A AT G F HUR W HS Ao 781 &'

Fl AT, g el a9+ § AR 30 faael & R @ar A= g0 gel| Jaree Iodered 7 o Fgafd
TAT TS| FAT S HhHT HT @] HAT B ATl AN FETHAAT & G §? FI1 58 el & o]
R A SFACHT fohel 3w TeTe faemmar &1 w7l el WIfRT? earet 3@, g Ay faare ¢l @, sgd
UR GHECRI o 30 A1H Ygol & o QU § W 3 Faehr IMRIHEi i ¥ aa & Sl Uy
TMHA W gl &I I, T™ Hﬁﬁ?qg&&q* qyer & Ffl gehleteR afaadr sRdd gl HAdeld, TR
URITHST &l €T fohdll A1H AT Holgd W Agl, dfesh gahlell W aXcl ST dTell HH-AHTs d YEEar T ghel
AIET| Higs AFT W IEET oW &, gl ¢, Fl o oo T W Yeuar AFg= 83 ar sme? @ ard
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U GHFEERT &Y, Fr 39 ATEH F iy TE Far 1T TG W, I o 30 3 g W A F Qw8
Hr S gl

Date: 22-07-24

dif e A Q@ 9w siee

S oY AgEn, ( FEOT TEey vd 9RaR wedmor &5 )

TASIV Qe o @R gl dR TR 3R IRaR Sediol #1 &eldl &
e oo @edig S1d A HRAT TWied G Td Hiefeh YIAROT, el
UHUHTHUS HT GRT fohar, of H5t a¥ 2014 # FOey A9 & &7 A
el BT SRS & TN g ATl T§ 9 TAI U, 5 Tg
OIfRRROT SO & Wie-gReT f@gmesh & &9 & ge @l TUMT HT @r o
IR 38 W gaar & @l TG99 e F O Ty AEw 3R
AT T e @ T8 fSFer o)

22 31TEd, 2016 I Wed &t iR At JfAfaas (ThuaTdan), 2006 & Th gAh QP gl & Haa W
AT HRHA H Hel Tgell TN THUHTHTINS OF 3R fAffee RauRel & Helrra &1, dr 36 wifteor
I EfSCHIVT TISC AUT| THAT e AT Sl HIG AT, AT YA T FHATUA AT IR ARRS T
e SIaardl & g AN g SIEgIe IRddel I JgIdl Sal AT| o1 HIAL &l '$¢ g Fi=am
A & dgd Gl @ Threhd fohar 3 g, Toieer qeft ket o fow 'qrfeid, ey AR add aser
AT el T Teh FHIY HYUT YOl EfScehlor 0= g

TS FATEI 3R THUHTHUINS §AR 4 & WG FU&T uReeT & Jgak a0t & v 3k oamd o
W® &1 Th HAslgd Wiy GRaT TRIEAfA a7 Acqd @eg-anfadl iR At @ ofig W & aTer S Heval
810 A, T SR G g% & vhraeawsns & dfas S g fadve afafaat & sy fawdar gam
g1 ST 88 TIraHl & 286 ARV A &1 368 ARGeh AT & 3T ALest JR Afdat & faehra &r
T H Joad@aAT deil 375 &l

THUHTHUINS T Th Agcdqul 3Uelfsy [ & Al & Foiel 8, fofetenl Arer 2023 # dRaw fele (A
Heel) TFHAT H TUTAHAT GaRT dlled fhaT T AT| A AT HISFH U HC AT AT & 1Y A8 fhw
v g a0 fAde & IRgs AFd & e 3R IR & v 3ol v & & F TafRa & &1 A6
YRIEd g3 2
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e derer gafad & & fov Afol g A & RJem & @o-arr 30 gade 3R ademor s
ITIRIF ¥ THUATHUHG & Fle-qdetor & Ay erd & €1 3o auf & Frhr JUR g3 g1 Jere
Mg A & el Aded A Hfede A I W TIET0T JAIRIEIT I FAlqd A & v 482 s
TSI AT ASQY &I THUTHTHUNS o 'G5 AFE 3l fhod’ AH & HGST TS ofF 3T e IedIel &
el A UgEaT Y A o B

S 3UACUAT &l 3c0d HATD AT, §H dRRds TR W 3N { e, o [ aaeafa 3mRa i,
gareTemer # Aefdd A 3fe & o TeR Fer a1fgU| THUATHUTS o o5 A0- o d9 T@ed
veredf, Sifas 3carel @ Irgdies R & fav wfha &9 @ Aes Awfd e § ik 3w aeg-ger &
3 TSl o TR AT 3feeheleT FX T &

-5 dffge @eT MR & TR g @ 8, Thuauauds sisdd o fAffied A9l W sawrseT
et & A ARIGRT AT @ B SHAT 36T docl I & v FIiEd 3N difSedr sieier giared
o & fou wafaw gfkamst & @ s AR et eftenor Jefdd wEr g1 thraTasng o
e 2023 H el # ygem ARaw @iy fAumaes ey aFAed (Shuwsmed) 8 3mafad &, st @
et & fov 3w @e gr gHlfadl & e 7 fee 3R Rar-faad &« & Qv 3w e @
qgelT Hedel HY gl

SIS &H Wieh G&T dI d1d id &, af AERel AR SUHFAT A gH TARI-3MUNT SFRRY & AeTH 4
e Teg gem Heal W GUFT M ST gEml dI FART SA HHIAAT & qUT gEml TE W
THhUHTHUITS &1 ‘ST TC ST8AT HHATT Hgea ol {fADI T §, T§ AT Hleh foh 3usfieFansit ds
& TR W IT&Y SAThR) Q@Isﬂmﬁﬂwmwﬁwmmmﬁ,aﬁm@@ﬁ
AR Feelid s Nedrfed fhar ST dh| Ig 3UHIFAST wF AT T Tareeave @iy fashedt v A
A & AT TUFT T § 3R WeT qIqT F 95k Ahed Y&l el & T IRT T

THUHTHUSAS, 2006 WEI-3cUiel & v samves A &t 3ifaard sarar g, ad 9 gafaa gar ¢ &
T 3ue & fau iEa & @y &, ¢35 el & A sused & e glRa Reed (SwAs <asy)
Iofel H TAFd I &1 famaeT 3R grat & Aifcar 7€ gAaRad il § % @eg sgaamt garm 3cel &
aRX & PS HIHS crar AET AT S @ §1 ST WA HRAATH-2019 3usiErst H Rprd gof wa
F GATCT T el Hh 3o AHA e arell Y ool & FA # Hgras @ 8, a9y &7 &
grae faemaett 3R e ar ufear sies @ defta Rwrdt & desr 1

ey Gl U Weffesh YA 8, 3N ORCT Ted G vd Aol yriaeor fafdest aeealr faermen 3R
3T RauRe! & Ay fAee FH T W1 Ig YU WEHR (Flel-3ih-a1detdde) 3R Fqer gomelr (8-
HT-{&FeH) THIUT HI 39T T@T &1 UHUAUHUITS Weh FEll AR @y ugel # 3eani 3R 37
RAuRe! F MAT FH Th TEAMcAS gfoehlvT A ThT T & 31T a7 @ 2
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HRAT Wieg GI&T Ud HAldsh Yol o o g asi & #Rd &1 @eg geam ufd # #gcaqel &7 @
Seoll §1 3h H1Y 8, Tg IR AT S AU Sl AR IUHIFATIN Pl AT Folled o foIT oM
HH F @1 ol THUHTHUINTS & 8T AN Gidaeudr 3R GHT Tfeehor & HRd &I Wed-3cdieT H &
ofel, Sfes @ gRam AR ERar # o ARaw & o g
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