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THE Tl\th OF l\ DIA Date: 19-07-24

The Real Welfare

TOI Editorial

Maharashtra govt has instituted a monthly stipend of 36,000 to
10,000 for men aged 18 to 35, and a dole of X1,500 a month for
poor women (annual family income below X2.5L) aged 21 to 65. To
qualify, women must be married, divorced, widowed, deserted or
destitute; one single woman from each poor household is also
entitled. The gendered handouts reiterate how women are viewed.
But the very need for such sops/welfare is the real story. The
women’s scheme will cost 46k cr annually, the men’s X10k cr a
year. Over 44L applications have been received for the women’s
scheme in the two weeks since it was announced - govt is expecting
1cr applications by Aug 31.

‘Welfare’ can’t replace wages | The scheme for men, said CM Eknath
Shinde, is their “solution” to the unemployment problem. Govt
believes it has responded to the jobs crisis. Unemployment was an issue during LS elections and promises
to remain an issue in the forthcoming assembly polls. Reality check for politicians: can dole and stop-gap
arrangements mask a no-jobs crisis?

Netas know better | In 2018, for 26,502 rail vacancies at one level (loco-pilots and technicians), there
were 47.6L applications; at another level (assistants, helpers), 62,907 vacancies had 1.9cr applications.
This was seen even in the attempted Karnataka private jobs quota bill, where unemployment rate among
educated young population (15-29) is around 17.2%, up from 11.8% a decade ago, per India
Unemployment Report 2024. More than half of India’s population depends on free grain from GOI.
Demand for MGNREGA has been up - in 2019-20, work generated was 265.3cr person days. In 2023-24,
it was 305.2cr - 40cr more.

Between eco numbers & ground reality | All this is happening when the macroeconomy is robust. IMF
forecast a 7% growth, making India a standout major economy in terms of headline numbers. But
consumption growth remains tepid. Employment data, from various official sources, use definitions that
are at considerable variance to common sense definitions of a job. Welfare packages are more based on
ground reality than jobs data. Young Indians going back to farm jobs and/or doing occasional non-farm
work aren’t the answer. To solve a problem, we must first acknowledge it.
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The Econovic 'TIMES

So, the Seine’s Now Clean, Ganga, Anyone?
ET Editorial

Cleaning up large rivers is never easy. Proving they are clean and restoring citizen confidence in them is
even tougher. Ask Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo. Earlier this week, she got into the Seine to take a well-
publicised swim to prove that the city’s most famous river had been cleaned up enough for Olympic
swimmers to swim in later this month. Swimming in the Seine had been banned since 1923 due to high
pollution levels. Since 2015, organisers invested $1.5 bn to prepare it for the Olympics and to ensure
Parisians have a cleaner river after the Games. It seems Parisians now have a river to swim in without
worry.

The questions raised about Seine’s cleanliness provide a good opportunity to check the status of India’s
lifeline and most famous, the Ganga. Three mega projects have been launched since the 1980s — Ganga
Action Plan (1985), National Ganga River Basin Project (2008), and Namami Gange Programme (2014).
According to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), around X20k cr was spent on cleaning the
Ganga between 1986 and 2014. Since 2014, another 13k cr has been allocated and spent by October
2022.

But we don’t yet have a clear answer to any progress made. In Parliament last year, Jal Shakti ministry
said that the river has seen ‘varying degrees of improvement’ in water quality and that the number of
polluted stretches has come down. However, news reports point out that the CPCB report quoted by the
ministry didn’t mention what he had said. Cleaning the river, the ministry added, is a continuous process,
and National Mission for Clean Ganga is implementing several conservation and rejuvenation initiatives
for the Ganga and its tributaries. That’s good. But nearly 25 years on, one would have expected better
results for a river we consider ‘sacred’.

HSLTIR g AT T Tgell qd gl Tfge

HUTGHh I
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3R IS AT el & Tah & T 81, AR AERT
e T g HI AE W GHT @ IR GeAElAh  HehATIAr
T A T T g FT 3U dad @AY AT F o
F A7 W AfORFd B3 H Tollgel! ] g W arar i
"l §? 3R 3eEe ¥ Igel ST 1 and § & ol &
ST AT &olel & FS AT d & ol oAl A FAT ST dr
v gt e O RTcH &1 FAA FH7 g g9 dfoh
FeIm| AW gof &1 T dhad Fegld TSR H I5T &
3RMET H 60% W geER 10% Rl § IR Fo HARFT
Aeg e @ T &1 AftheT 3R a8 T Ao & #Ae # e 4= &I, Jg7 d & Gelerd @e & #Aq A
I MR 8 @I o T 1T @ (Fehtel Wesh a¥ 2023 # 66,502 FF T K 9 IR SR T gU
aIH & 9S) o FAT 3ERT AT BF T & AT 3T S H @F FT R IR WG ToT H AgAS0T A
12% I, & # UATHUAS AFeX & Fol 3cdlesd H R AH A 1.32% @, 599 Uo7 # 9Rar @Fger
T AT & HROT FATfth ETHIR g STad U T AT 7 Fel RE@T 10% IHT &1 (STafeh Shsdr 7
AT 2.8% ) F41 38 IFfARFT B3 § ST U B3 & FHRAT SEAATS HI ST §7?

Date: 19-07-24

MsreTeT &1 H T "HS 3T

§g yam9, ( s [ER e oRvg & 9F e §)

gl H WRCT Icdcd FAETOT (VTHINE) o ALT Yo YA g qg & UMgii@sh sflsiemer IRex &
Wﬁw@rﬁqﬁﬂwqﬁeraémﬁéaﬁmaﬁmlm%%suaéamﬁ%g&rgé
#icHat |fgd 1,700 & & ol 0@ el § S qareh § & sieremer Fud aeedr a6 awEadr i &
HIET T ARFTH IMHIAIBT o SR IHb AT § ATEoIG Fal1$ AT

58 RUIE & SArrey # T&d 8 & are figl &1 39 =g & gehel § OR & WAR & & U e
o7 ¥ 1000 ¥ 1055 & el fhdT UT| 98 AT TFAAT & 3Ieded HaFd I a¥ 1034 H Iegisl T
AgIfacTTey &I TAYAT H1, T ‘HISTemer & a7 & STl Adr gl a¥ 1305 #F HeBedd orsi o 34
taed T feam
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R a¥ 1401 & ok @ o SIeRel & e few 7 Afteg sdar &I Hismer & od T& g d
faare oer W ¥ 3@ W ALT G g8 FE H F$ ARHBT R FAGS @ W § T F e @ P A
T AT H Teh MG ST R TCHINS T HISIATT S [RIcllcash FAaT0T ot 1 fader fgam am

o g e, el 3R 7Y F g @A &1 U e AiaecHs Rear §, 38 avE #rren @ o
w12l faeaey AT &1 o af @afafea &1 3iReme & 38 Asa ATardt aRET s=mar| dFst a¥ &
"ay & o 1991 # Tg #AFen HE # ugar] Y 2021 # wiw e AR arord B FE A
ITRIRT STl Y AlAard U oIk gy & gair S gt #ief|

AATAT & HIBT TFh o3l o g 3icdcd: 2023 # IR el 3feTeld & AlAardt aRE # Ridicash
ad #1 AT & F Fe arel veHEIS hr AH A il HIETUT, dqRIed 3TARUST, Shellhicdr,
fRremera, serr 3R FicdAt & 3eTTT & AUR W dgi Aol 1 & FA0T § gg v g Al gl T
qfSe T §U U Aol ST H 9= R =amarery 1 A

FAeTardr AT sTerer BT TR & AYT A 1 SNpvur SeAfA Al TRIX B Seang ARG & WaTlcasw
GAGTOT T T SATEINIG g5 HIE o GAT AT| 3§ W FIA HIC o Aeh oM &1 81 3Hb hfel T et g
SATEETE g8 HIc IWPRT FUd Mgy Aftorg H WA 7 swmaer Agsor & e & gt & g & o
TUHHTS TGeT & ol T AT dlell Ueh IRl T Foldls Y T &1 88 HIE o Td & FGU F TUH3S
¥ AT AN g1 38§ A S 3ol Fodls 5 3 A gl gl

AR vaT & a0y & a1 ot ITa ~Ar el SR AYI qUT HISRITET AR H STa Tedsmsg fqsmer i
&l & HIGY & T T8 Teh TR% Ig favary 41 § b g ARl &1 dc¥ 39 @ 3wen, agl g d o_e
T AR TE o § T o sriemr A wey ANA F AT W AR A5 & ST v faarfed e @
gl & AU gl It HeeH T aE IUFd AHS M AT A ofeeh ol ALl SA0a? Hears WA o
3T, 38 AU ARFTH U&7 dR-aR =TT H ST FoAaTs I Tehdled S TIE F 6T ¢

3T T AT, 1991 T gaTell ST HTEAH THIAT & Hedl Pl dAhRaA HT DT JAE fohar ST
T 81 TE TH Heals § b AP MHIABT & AR W IHAVT F 50 S F 3l ol el A alsl,
faeafaearerat 1 Semar 3R Afemsit-acal FAT Gl W et AR v IR Bt W 3
Rreffen sIRd fAeTsia & a1g 97 Wfehedial 3R Foeneer 7 o S &1 57 ST & fog3it & I Ter 30af
#r a3 S W} 2

HTShIAT SETHT ITHAVIRIRAT & ol Tl #gl IS, I Hgell AL 35 ¢l aHudr STABHPN SIHE gl
S o ThAR R § B Az 3R el & Al & disw ARSE ag a1 o) 3w @ o AN
AN@ET F AT ASHT 9T FAT TH Had & N Hr AT F9 gATCT @ TS O S GHER, 1992 Hr
3egladl 3AEAT A fAarfed e & eavd X G|
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3T 7 37 T a8 31 STATfAS 3hAUT 3R AIdaifaidr & erd-#eid & W&o Hser ATl HiasT &
U IS IR o B R FH-ATAT & I3 TATd 7 H5h, SHHT €I I@AT BAN| RIcAlicash JHTOT
B & ¢ Y FARTIT 57 ATHAT FT FToc, ISR e T IT 7 2

ST &7cl €1 agX @ I 9 gl, offehed 3T 3HTarl gt A & &or €1 38 off v qzg ¢ &
STATHS HThAUT, STATTHS JATdhdlG Il STlTH & YR W §C A & dear & HRUT g IR fégea
& @ JfaeEr H AR @I g §1 W A1 geed H R AR Goll T § JTAHAUT g Seed
AT FAATS & T qEI ST6 &1 AT 3R 3HRT cTaEAT FHAEIT T Teh HhRIcHS gl Bl

S sohR 3raear @1 Qnfaqol FATT g3, 3 TSR FRl, AYW IR U U HiorRmer s FAen
SH U & 3T WeHd I ARV ATAT Ham| TA AT wior gfaser Hrisha & rAedr & 7oA gal
T T & Uk FU T AT BT H1 HoXM GAT &1 g TaT A HTEIH UaT ¥ S 3UET g, 3Fh qict
gleir =igul

s Date: 19-07-24

FFEE O @ e §, oo e 3t S el gATOET & R 9X Al gTihe wY all IR 6
ik Jar AT A R ST JEAT 3MAAR W $6 e & IJRGT § o= W@ &1 A=A S @ ¢ 5
gareEdr 7 R glieT # 9 e & ae T & v g 7w gt & gAoTE f g S g
Bl IR #RA gRmEfee Jar & fav goh a8 v 3SR qer WsH & Ug & geudler & HiAA # R
3qh dT SNET Wa 3T WY &, 3AA FET o9 g o T olleh dar IENT S 3T ERT 8 # O R
3FAleaR & YATOTYET T S ol o] STORAET I 3EAdr il St &1 aiRdeld § fF qor & yieg
MUy ISR Yol W FATvEdr &1 qqe A YA e & U ge A qRhIRe &9 @ feegier iR
30 WSl 997 FHC & il & fAT Gl JATOTT 9T A & NGl HT WHAT A W@ &1 3T W/ qor
#F ATl & et FaRdwfteRt & gEuRer Fe #  3WT B

BN Y AT TE § P qeT WS @ ATFCm A A A & 6 HT ARAT TS dar 3R AR
g da1 & Fo 3=g AHRGT & IR 7 o g grar fhar I § i Seele 39 Mosr a9t 3R s
T F FAGAR Tl & AT 307 F ARTG ¥ Boll FHATOTIAT FHT 39T fHar | Fard § & 9 a5 ezt
gaTEdr A oQemst A Tl TR A IR HWh g fOIT ST §, 99 30 e Ay & g 3Tk
YATOTIAT T ST ! ofa ! IaedT ¢ foh FIg afFd 1B i 39+ fow g0 §ofar ot §, 59
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qANTEH oY UG ST A Uehs & UIdTl 39 EHA § fob HiGTY HRMIRAT & GACGAT Hr B & aged
S @11 elfehel 319N Whaifdls & 3RIT el 917 910 ar [ e & o aF $f 0 al dreh- d@1% 311
GlFT Iar™T ST g, 8 3N F yAEE i T H 5T Fel dTIa! slds # o] HEr gRoT
FAIT? FAT T S o TIH TA\@IAT Al A dTel TEATT T TG FHT TATS oTeT g7?

WS
<HEq?1
qfagT fr werefa

HUTGhIT

Date: 19-07-24

heticeh T FACURALT TWHR & AR a0 & dc JUaR & 3¢ fqaned [aggs T A oen & &, oash
dgd el &9 & &eeis @l & AU AlREl #1 waue far @ o1l 5§ AOus # geEafdar #i
femeraesm A wedd fonar Ser arl g @ a1 § T dfaurer Ao araesi B @He SR dellcd A
Hidele o 3 faUTH 1 A &l FeAlcsh s 3NN, HREET AR 3T Fidserl H TR 3FAGart
& T AR fadeeh-2024 & wedrdl & Hfash, sl &7 & Hufadl #i gaus TR H1 50 gfderd iR
M- gaueT TR HT 70 9faed AeRAT deads PN H fEad & & S el 587 gy d g o
Tt AT fo el & i Fufadtl & @ag @ 3R S A & gat & fov wuEhy @arfadt s 100 GEg
HRETOT f&aT ST 58 g T "AYT A 9] A aTeT delices gl AT e &1 MY 9eer o 2019
# gREOT & 2020 H W T F Aeld-Sorad TS TRA 6T I FEgT: TARNT ol Hr st gfasarst
# RETOT S T YU AV HRA & ARMRDT & T Aeed JeT el g S dARAT FAaeT & 3Hefeoe
14 &1 3ooitel AT ¢, TSEH &gl -1 § foh o HRAT & TsT & # Tohdll <afFd &l Sl & qHeT
AT ¥ AT FlofeAl & FAGT HETOT & dfRIT Fgr M| Fogl AURT W Gold 3R gRAOT 3= Ao
H o He&d @WsWs o 17 sfaFer, 2023 &I gRAVT THR & Hleled gRAVT Tod T 3FAGART &
AR 3ifafaas, 2020 g X o s dgd s & Aarfaal & fow gRamwm & seet & 75 drag
HRETT &7 iaelel a7l sl sufadt &1 A § & @ FeE Fawant & ddufas 3ifRert
FORTUNT ll 8| ¥l &TF & AleRar weaRal #r degar AR @lerd ) 3meamia g1 aeda: a5 3
AfIT & FROT 3T AT 8T FH ARRIAT WAT & 75 &1 USHIR & FIGIR FaT 7T A Hafaar
# & T 7T | SAfAT TART F AMRC F W FeA o 3o Faq fF6h Fufaat & fodl @ ae g5
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