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Make Parliament Parliamentary Again
ET Editorials

Last month, the people of India gave their mandate. It was not
just about who would run the government, but also about who
would represent them in Parliament. Above all, it means elected
parliamentarians doing what their job entails: conduct
legislative proceedings. Much of what has been witnessed in
Parliament so far seems to be nothing but a spillover of
electiontime campaign rhetoric (sic). Both ‘battering ram’
Opposition and ‘bulldozer’ government seem to have
misunderstood the mandate — of their jobs.

Holding successful elections, winning or losing in polls, and the
act of voting are only one aspect of parliamentary democracy.
The real ‘dance of democracy’ is what happens in between elections. In the institution of Parliament,
elected representatives question and check the government, debate issues and make laws. In the words
of former Rajya Sabha chairman M Venkaiah Naidu, the opposition and treasury benches are like ‘two
eyes’ of the House. Going by the present theatrics, we are being made witness to a crosseyed Parliament,
which seems to be doing everything but its job.

The Opposition and government need to come to a consensus, at least when it comes to serving their
parliamentary — rather than only political — function. A functioning Parliament does not require the
Opposition to acquiesce to every demand of the government. Neither does it mean responding only with
kneejerk pushbacks. Issue-based engagement needs to be back centre stage. Rules and procedures set out
the norms of engagement to ensure fairness, a level playing field and maximise outcomes. Parliament
can't be just another venue for MPs to grandstand. The people did not vote for a dysfunctional
Parliament. So, MPs, make Parliament parliamentary again.
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Grave concern

The risk of international spread of wild type-1 polio cases from Pakistan is great.

Editorial
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The ambitious goal of eradicating wild-type poliovirus type-1 (WPV1) by 2026 appears to have become
tougher. WPV1, which is endemic only in Pakistan and Afghanistan, is showing signs of a resurgence since
2023. With Afghanistan and Pakistan reporting six WPV1 cases each in 2023 — there were two cases in
Afghanistan and 20 cases in Pakistan in 2022 — the total incidence of type-1 cases in both countries in
2023 might appear to have nearly halved. But with six cases in Afghanistan and five cases in Pakistan
already this year, there appears to be an uptick. If this continues, the total cases being reported from the
two countries might be close to or even surpass the 2022 numbers. The concern about WPV1 is not
limited to the number of cases in children. The circulation of the virus in the environment is seen to be
rising, and, most importantly, after a gap of two years, positive environmental samples have been
increasingly collected in Pakistan, in 2023 and till early June this year, from cities which have been
historical reservoirs for the virus. Last year, 125 positive environmental samples were collected from 28
districts in Pakistan. Of these, 119 belonged to a genetic cluster (YB3A), which suggests that these were
imported from Afghanistan. By June 1 this year, there have been 153 positive environmental samples
from 39 districts. As of April 8, 2024, 34 positive environmental samples were collected from
Afghanistan.

According to the World Health Organization, the presence of positive environmental samples in
“epidemiologically critical areas and historical reservoirs” such as Karachi, Quetta and the Peshawar-
Khyber blocks in Pakistan, and Kandahar in Afghanistan, represents a significant risk to the gains made in
the past. Rising positive environmental samples are a reflection of polio campaigns not really achieving
their desired coverage; fake finger marking sans vaccination is a persisting problem. Though children in
Pakistan’s cities are largely immunised, there is a heightened risk of the virus striking any unvaccinated
or not fully vaccinated children — in 2023, two of the six cases were from Karachi city. The situation in
Pakistan appears worse than it is in Afghanistan with the actual spread of WPV1 seen “predominantly in
Afghanistan in 2022 now being detected in Pakistan in 2023 and 2024”. There is also the grave risk of
international spread from Pakistan, particularly to Afghanistan. With over 0.5 million Afghan refugees
forced to leave Pakistan, and an estimated 0.8 million to be evicted soon, there is an increased risk of
cross-border spread of the virus. There is a large pool of unvaccinated and under-immunised children in
southern Afghanistan, increasing the risk that returning refugees can pose.
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FT AR A qTH¢ FTolld TACT @ 7 &7

wTe

TN A el § AR A FAT T & W & AR AT 37 W AT Fh Aqeg A A HSHT

Ugell dIFd YIS Hedichd HT § AR G Y Ieieiiceh i 3T & | FA1 dlhs AT A Fal
qrel die §fT gleTd TAT g1 @ 87 o oot divw I arar ax )@ 4 34 e gl &I & ue 9w A
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TAET dgol H gl o gH Tod WHR W FRIAT 8T g oif Uoh TTARTHA ST FT Sollol SATIT I8 T I8l
¢ Fif a8 Fh WA W §| Sollol o F¥el & HROT Jclal dlel grehic 3R sRmafas neel & @ goie
FIE i AT 3GH FeT AT AT F T H gelid FHT 787 & 3R 3PR 37 88 F1 359drear § A
AT AT FeleT-cFaEdT AR 1S FHAT T IR S AR 6 St dER ¥ 3% @, &6 ¥ e
W@ & 3R FEA § Siel ITURRT 3qHT Tk FHGTT fIAT HT gl & HROT Fellol o 4 W 81, AR 3
3H U I FEH TG HIC H AT U9 B Al AT SH AT AT FET SACN? IR W Heg W fATeT
AT FAT &7 & ar I8 39T Hifcsd c—¥ca &1 TR AT [AEAABT F FTATATE H AT Folrad dr
ggell o gl 8T, 38 W WHR Hd 9fafshar &t § I8 @1 e ameu|

Date: 05-07-24
3H AWYA A quISTd H Weol, oo H Rt
geftar aron, ( gfafsa wataurfag it divwd @ sree oo § )

FS A Ugd, H 9 ARl Rdera e 3erarar & @y IR

IS Y| 9T §HA U ARASS ¢@r, fow W forar ar gl fr v g,

Vel @ SEAAT Y| I giaar # ¥ SIEr SR dlell TA7=T

o7l IgT AT & 18T, Hlex & a1Rer gidr g1 e g7 SiaeaX av|

- Ig AT AT &1 TeT §H I Tl & Toh THY TE FRAT F ool
l ﬁmg’maﬂ?ﬁzﬁ;uﬁmﬂdl-tp\ﬂdl AR AT| TET ATl 3R H Fel
- Y 50 fAeieier sTRer gl &1 O T I X &8 faspfad g3m? s

[ ey g, SRS T UH-UF §g dlellel H Thd H 378, 3N W W H o 4

qlail Hgoll I1AT| I STEIgUT &1 ol Txfard fehar aram|

§H UIST 3 §¢ o §H 3ol arddl SNl U Iepia fGdll o9 e
THA 3HH IR H qoT A §H I T R Ag STl FIIA F AU TR G0 g3 3T A1, THA v
STErIOT & AT| $H FST gl Sl &l el T A0S el §, Afhed g Solf1akt 1 Tg AHST ¢TIl
;1 g A, 100 TR a1ier; s@@ 39 100 fAfe efeX d& drell &1 @93l # Hhd @l

A ISIfEIRT I WMol AR Ig THSTA HT FHIfAY T o ART 7 5T HF SR H TEIAT HI AT HIy
Tl goer dram & &Y &1 o el deelieh @t fERT &1 qEaR A arg i e gonelr o, Stet SR &
S & SIRU el o r SiTel or; RATerd 7 el 3R g 4; 33 WIedre oegr@ # Bier; 3R afeior sk &
3f3eHAT 3R o TOF & Y ¢W S Fhd g1
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T T AT SR Y Ueh; ITel Al RATST | §HAA H N9 [ocdeh ‘SIS fAosH & T fohar| goet
SH ‘SIS AT Fgl, Fifh - §F7 Ig ATT-YUMell @ W g1 I 3T ART T, dl 3o TUET
ST Hagel WRORI3T HT FAST 6T M| d AT g F 3T A, SET Il b AT IR ToT 3HHT e
FIAT AT| TE olier AT TAHRT T F AT| STIEAT Il I ATeSeT el T 3R TEr; gl &l Ahed &
T a7gY 3R a7Er S0 V| SHA F© IeAd Gl ¢, oAichel Tg TANT STl T [ T A, IR Tg Tepict
& STAEAT & efehel o AL &

3T FAR I el €, Ras cgawr ¥ s AR N wgd & o Fus sper @ @ &1 Afa
Foars TE ¢ 6 gA R SR asT W AR § (TR sl & @R 50 gfaerd); R T gAR
ST T RTTIT 40 TR IedleeT e &1 SAT @, 60-70 wfdera fFE H RS amer ¥ @l ¥ T
gonferat & g 3R ool & UIsTel & 987 FEAT Wae &l gl dl 38T, 3cUlGehd doe & faw asm &
TOT I & Aged F TAG, TAWT AR oTdiell Wed JoTerdl & AT Fi|

ﬁaﬁgmaq‘fﬁ,aq‘raa&uwﬁa|qzq¢d|wmma§3ﬂ%|sﬂmﬁamgﬁmwm
95T HRHA AT g- [SHHA Sl & HH &1 IUAET Grehices Yol il & AT fohar STrem §1 58 SRisA &
B oGl T Wi AV §; Al T AIEA HT IS §; YhsH FAIU AT gl Al T Ay @l &
1Y, I FAHH 30 GaRT Jolls Hafd H 0L Agr Tl Ig Hdol HH 3Teled el & ax H g,
Fehletsl HgcdquT &, oifehet TTed gl

dfhel T $© GeA A8 g3 & ST W o cHaeUTe Sels §; STodev a1 i R §, dgi g
CWe R Bl EH HIAT & S 3T A0 & UM 1T, Ulell o fSefehr JTohfaerr @l qriard famar 4 3ot
Rad AsdE g W@ ar Hife 9 @l i 3R dic @ F; 39 HfA-TTo Juar ¥ 3degaeqr & Ao &
W® A Ig I AT a1 gl gl NAfAafAs Frer dr Fa@ T8 AN HIA-TGET JUTlr W ugr A HRA &
AMHF TSTRNIT WcHlEsl & ATH H Fol Yonfordl H AIer & dgrar & Al -Ueed a¥ & fov wae
33Ul & gfaerd W 3R gar A1, Al & 3caigehdl §e & [T Wicdgd fgar Jrar or, 9 S
AT Tl Al TE FSH 937 STl ATl Fgl STl & 6 3eaqR® A erer sher @eeeel gann & a1
Y| AfraT ST F 3 seo e
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AOR Ood vh af @ sFer gag @ enfd 3R far & ek & R @1 g1 WHR & IR § JaAwH
FaArGl & dasje 3l 3 glelld # HIS 937 deelld AT #61 fo@ @I ¢l e 8, T &7 ¥ Aqg 3N
Tl FHCIT & o Tl @ 0 chtia &1 30T A 3MH @61 3o ® & 3R 38 W &g 9 7 TR
SAThH TQ &1 X3, cllchdd 3R AT & A Bedial & dgd FH @ HA TSR H $H &1 A
A I@AT IR o a8 3@ TuY & R ol @ dds & ueT & a7 fhelt & fers 7 @ a9R
AR & AR W W IRY &8 IR @0 0 & a5 A e & U A 3@ 3R Fhr e &
i 38T T H1T IGA &l 36 e H FNA FE o JUAR HT TWHR & 9 T&T ARTIM ST FA g0
30 39 919 & U ok & @sT [Far & v gfed & (% sufov 3rgde A8 o S I 9 a8
ICTHETH FHehl THST § 21|

Tikde § o AR & 3/ off ot 3R AGS dge & i cadig S &1 AR S & HH WHR &I
Sy a1 € 5 g 39er afeR & & aRe & 9fa o sdid &, e fFd dgma & T
foT gfera 3R weot Shiae gAafRad Y| S 50 a1 #i1 § & Io7 WHR el qegery & vid qaie!
& foer enfa-cgaear HIa HY| il AR A1 SEdAe IfFd i Age @ U & U IR Flef-cqaed
faerser i 3MAHT A FROT ST ST &, O FaroT & F 3@ 6T A N @ Hr TEAed fradr 82
gl g & T ToT # o @eerdl & g Ear & U a¥ & Sher 9 g §, o " @ 3R ot AR oS
I § 3R 3 o TR T HRA A U H ARE gl Th IR, $hg AR A6 H g RAEA & @I
& o AT & rifd &1 3mem AR SRIAT FAT G @ T @, I8 GHA FIE H Iy fevaol e a @ g
& 38 AR wWaR W aRar w1 g1 el ot chierditaeh T Sl arell TWHR & foaw 75 e Fufa
Tl &l
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