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Avoidable tragedy

Gatherings should be tightly regulated to prevent Hathras-type stampedes.
Editorial

The stampede on Tuesday at a religious congregation at
Hathras in western Uttar Pradesh, claiming over 120 lives, is
only the latest in a series of such tragedies in the country.
There have been at least half-a-dozen such incidents in the
last 20-odd years. In this instance, at least a lakh of people
flocked to Fulrai village to listen to an address by a preacher
Suraj Pal, also known as Narayan Sakar Hari or “Bhole Baba”.
There are reports that there were over 2.5 lakh participants
at the venue, which could accommodate no more than 80,000.
The preacher is said to have followers in States such as
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Haryana too. Most of the
deceased, mainly women and children, were from the
economically vulnerable sections of society, and were in search of spiritual solace. While only a fair
investigation can find out the cause for the stampede, the reasons being cited include overcrowding, and
the bid by some to collect soil from around the feet of the preacher. Not surprisingly, the responses,
particularly from the field-level public health system, have exposed how ill-prepared the Uttar Pradesh
administration is. Visuals of bodies lying outside the place of post mortem and of the kin desperate for
help, as well as an inadequate number of ambulances and medical staff have become the common
features of such tragedies. What has made it worse is the preacher and his aides reportedly leaving the
site even as panic-stricken people were dying.

The most tragic aspect, as seen in the past, is that it was all avoidable had there been proactive steps
taken by a vigilant administration. Unfortunately, the authorities in many States do not appear to have
learnt lessons or made use of the availability of better technology and communication. Apart from
stringent action against those responsible, the U.P. administration should ensure a just compensation
package, the cost of which has to be borne by the organisers. The tragedy is a classic study in the
management of large crowds. The officials concerned should ensure that the organisers have the
wherewithal to handle large gatherings of any size. The local authorities and organisers should also
conduct a drill ahead of such events. What is more important is that the political executive, the
bureaucracy and organisers of any public event should be conscious of the fact that the loss of a life is a
tragedy for the person’s family. The arrangements for mass functions should be governed by this fact.
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TgFd TS & Fad AhE & 2030 & Tels & Th BE, Fdd
faera wadl (TEsIeh) & uitd @ H ©F a¥ ¥ o FA gAY AV
W AT g W H gaF 17 @8a7 AR 169 Hagy &I8dl Hr ured
W%ﬁvmﬁyﬁa@mwﬁﬁwqw*dl gl 8o
dfRger ogdl &1 2015 & HY=AT T AT AR A A 3o,
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M IR TSI gl el T fer & eH 3o & fav v
grasifaier 3eaid &1 38 el & g H S 9Rd & THSen $ir
gyarfad RaE 3er 3memRa gaAor 9 R g1 ¥ §aray g &
THSST AN 3R 3 el AT Il e B UfhAT A HRA

warfe TASSel W@ 81 wadeh1 & dEd oRd & g & aul A
TN 37T & AF H 9gR TedeT fhar g1 RAE & 3q8R sganamd i 7 9.89 Hraer &
FAT 35 3R Ig 2015-16 & 2019-21 & &I Ge 14.96 B E TS| Alfd IRT Hr Th
giforar RUlc & Tohd fAerar & & 2022-23 & 38 3R FRaw 11.28 hradr ® amwsh| sifasg &
T F TR F 3R Foll a7 F v TRaR garat fr 3maegsdr geit qur e fr @ Iy 31T
JGTeT gret

3 & A Siael T FURA & AT ThR & A §EA&TT dhl 3HTaeTehall glaft| 3emeor & fau
Wﬁwmwm%mw%%wmaﬁﬂmaﬂtqwﬁéamwwﬁwgm%
YT FHEINOT, AT Td RIY Hcg & A Hell 31$ ¢, adt 15 F 49 a¥ &7 31y A A3t qur =
a¥ @ A Y F Tl A G H FAT F ATAC H FAW GIHT 81 THSS 4 AT JoTaarqet Ruew
F AFEAT H 3TIAR ARG AT F JAHGeI, AGade AR dosdier IiRNeor #§ seiedy &3,
feeamr st & wArHThe, RIeTh-BT 3Heurd 3R Tohel AT @ & AHT # 2015-16 F 31 doh
PTHr GUR §3T & TeeTel, HeT qradi AR 3medi Hr gglg T e aTel seal T drele AR &
Jgol o TR & AT 31T 918 g1 I8 9d1ar ¢ b AR & 3r9cyaeyr & ffa kg wenfaa fhar g
3o 3fear Afgelm AT T AP’y dea & I & dda T IGHAT, &gl & "AHS 3R
R HT drere o S g1 347 A3t W Il IWY AT &1 ¥ FRE a0 & B TErEe,
e 3R FrAfoe TRET0T & H WERT T ol DI IaTHhdT gl Telgrd, Raic # o
e o § & el WA e7g & A YAt W gl aTer FY HEART & Uge o T d
HA g3 g

ez AR reer 06T geftr &1 derer & 9RA o TN #2021 & Hihd 3 IS 26 A
Ig &g ¥ fRar o1 T 2070 d& 38 A SIRY 3cHold & d8T g S genl g RaE
ARG Foll B a7 FEAGHT 3R IR e g0 3ol & A HhRIcHS Hehdl
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g1 I8 2015-16 & 2022-23 & &1 shael 0.3 BECGT d6T g1 STH dohd [HeldT § b THR &l AR
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a% A€ ggg 9 W@ ¢l IR AR el Fo SEEl W oHRT g O gEw & It A
IICgIEAT AT AHGATHT W 3 gEM| Sk 8PN fof TR A arel ast & dF a8F Il &
foT 3 &3 W SR ¢ S8 & 3 9IS E

/WA
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o $5 Gl @ IR arel heA-fhedm & F@i3h & Asg & @ W @ Uil HT HA fhar
€l JOelr A et & ARE MO, FeAT-AHUERUT F AN Hed STEed Y HIE qrel
SE3T FT THE 59 $el dodl off (@7 & [ ST Soddr & dr SIfsv, gieTorsil arel Jsieldr,
HfPaT, IS, el scarfe aof off 398 gaiel o | e, o1 St & Hgloilel &
GATSITET &7 £? 38T R 9o I8 o & & S0 O Saar & Ao &1 aar ey 3k
AN =T 87

Johd [affied amfoie aoR & 3ferer-3redT fhed & 3ufaear gafed g1 3da SIereehdr
HAAT & Sase ST M TS AG-HET H HIGT & FEE G w1 AT S| qd g
FATH & TUTARA 79T 81 5T FoIrd A o IGRET hl AT A AL &1 5§ T & o g v
3T Bl T AT A &, olfchel $Hh STacle UIAHISUS AT dlel 1% 31 & Il ol
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TGTdl TGl W AT 3Tl HBIAN/IEHeIT I dolg ofhl TR HI ATl § o IR g7 | T
ATATT AR & g1, dfeew fad & Tt 2of & urs e &1

ATl 36T ¢ o TATST & 3Hdlfched [GURYRT aTel Sde 31T W97 &gl & 3T IT? a9 g, d8
RARY AR AT ST g7 33U d<dl A &d &l e garwr & dgd §<di H dee O
farfld el & 3= TITE 81 81 T [Siaa glel =1igv| HgeFa IRART i Teal 3R a3 Siiaer el
& THHITA, AT, dalra 3T 0 Fufa der ¢ & S8 & afed W 3R o3 & = gl
S8l HHATSR-HAAdATereh Fafaal & @ @er Se-3eTerel 0 a3t H 3R 3079 g oerd &,
ST Sl Y g GE-celld @ PEhNT ol &l arar aXd g1 ool H A YaT Y BrIer 3om &
Fell SR o o @@ o B

uﬁaag%ﬁsm%am%cg@agammmwa:mw?;qmama
g¥ g fFl R W M wles & yaed § A R W AR Seadt i e g
RO & Rarst 3 U @Rg 36 T & W1 g g1 e o 5 AR ©d 81 e Agg
fre f& s JHaT 361 #1 g1 T 81 BIT AU F 3T o gr@sy Qs 3R GERT S
ﬂmrgm%%a@rﬁw@awmﬂ?a%@%ggﬁwmﬂmm%lﬁwqaaﬁm
Tole (fager AMT I &7 &raT), BRI TFade (BT g3 O fAsherd &1 grar), Rererefaa
TFHIE (YA f3arg aae, Hidd ¥ PehrT Qo &7 g 3R AfShe TFaue (UsH, X Sl
TR S FA FT aran) e Tad &1 5 AT S T FH 37 o S &, 3R 579 IF FT
dord &

& F [SAHA-AT O WATTSH-3d affca e A 3emdd 9% & Wil gEd AR, 3
STa13i ganT RIET AR Ty @ F@afRd S fFU S o6 s@e @Y g @l @l Ao § Al
3T AHTSE FAT # RBEAGRY & S o9l 389 A H 3ol IR T FAACT FH AT TAAT
Fed AT P T FAT S o] R-ER T A9 & Aare-s1e18t a1 AUerT ot F 9| TH e
5 FI oFT S ST TAT I AT & BEd & 3T A 0F HAT F 3ADT AhoTdT d| 3eToh
FHIUTHRRT FAT & fAfoed & a7 Faa ING-309aed 3R F7 g-fody Forar &Y, sfed et
Sfig, 3198t H9e=T 3R AT ot 9 o =rewm, St Siaet v fafaer Sifeadnit, amfes-aA=fas
FAEASHT A 3 gU

3H THE A Yl IR dT X AATSIS I A FA &, 3N 3qF 9o W Aoleilicleh TETOT
B8 e & TAY & Ja &1 I3 i Toeiide 38707 3 & fov Fis off Ta=ifae g -
A6 AT g1 AT ST g o Toeifae arehT 39eT el 9 G-t & fow 8 S1ar aen &1
SEIAT I 1 Tfeh STaT3i & U ARG hr HeS-TrT HEAT Bl §, SAIAT Ashellicin Goll
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& faT 3 dic 9% FT o FH A &l R 919 W I Hg FR Aad Fed T g mer A
THICHI SIeRAT A TTehglel 1A oeh T Heholl ¢ S T & o9 W Ha W gERT T HTE0T
Fa &, 3R Tafads & STIATT & AU FAE o | &1 FE w1 H @F safer =g g,
FIifh g€ Al F BT 3 T &, I 38 gd TR 91 I T &, IR o 7 Arad fon swh
IUAAET FAr gl gEY Usal A Hg AT W N1 WA, Useiide, Uids 3 HAaedTcHS
rufgearat & S+ ga £l

geT Sll9l T 3TSFY e HA BTl &, 3N 3¢ 98¢ INHET @ FHAAT fham ST Hevell &1 WATeH
STl AMgd, W SHARC §g¢ dles 8ld &l Sa% fad # 3maEr & frar dier & favw oema ar
DI YT T S Hehell §, 3T AT gl W F ey 8 g deh ST Fehdl ¢l 3@ Hg X fohar amm
faare & &% o fov, afed qEll & U o aides @rfed gidr &1 HaR HT &3 &1 s
T § F W ¥ W WA 30| 99 dF T 38 WE A o, a9 dF 38 W fawaw T #
e wofel o o TE FET ¥ anE gHe Iers AfFd & & g a@ifevl g & At
¢ o 3meT g AR AT T HT IHTEOT HIA HT AAADhT F IE ¢
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FIWH FEH & HaH
TR

gIR H d16T ARMIUT AHR & Tchal H #7AA 916s H 120 & off SA1er T et &y Ald
Gk dl § &1, I8 §AR dF AR AT & T TRI IR AcAThd H e 8 g1 fassar v,
ST a1aT & e e 3N Yaue Golol 3T Saal eyl 306 Sl @ T o 343, S AR STeA!
glRY IETIel A 93 ¢, 9% gled & €l dlg dh oddl g, Siafh 3o¢ ©1Fell I qaT H el
AMGT AT| TgIeTel, AW &I a1 § &6 Uo7 & qgegah Aef ey F ged & Rar o &
RSl g g Al O ARt 3% 3ed #d W FEH W 1 w1 fhar § 3R 39 gear
T e ST FUA HT GYoT FHr g ST AR §, T Fdd & F gy B gorg off RaRfaa &
3R ARMOT WHR & G H & s & gpid o, HIN 3HH Eh-8eh HRUN # St & T
R ST & Aol T SAoTR ST IaT| 3R §, T§ S e QU gl 3R sad e
ofr T Fr et
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gafer & A Ao HAH o BT 3o AT FE ovsdr 3nh g ged & gel Haw
dr RIared ff 7€ g a5 A h g0 W RS IRT-TARY Y& & 0| Ig qees gl
sOfIT Ugell THh dl AR Iolelllcdeh T I & G T SRd ¢ [ Hs dR AGMGT Al FI1er
HfFedfaa gidr &1 qEU Few AR ArEA-aT & fav § & a7 ey weras & F8 S3mEr @
STET Hdcaadlel §a1U? 9GS I VAT UV aPaR 3R ger & oerster gt fgeal # gedr B 8,
HIR Soloh GIfNAT I Foll QU el &l PIS Aok ITG oIgl 3Tl IR Sd VET FIg AR &1 Ia1g o
@, ol ATRAEN X R A o@ei? tar ¢ b gAR oF & aeey AL wAst f Mg arer 5o
Al GAE § AT & Fhd €, dF T gl 6 o5 & v cgawn aa F Fr Raewd o
Thdl §? Tara IrAfAear 3R 9qax FE¥er A g1 AR odF H 3T i IARAT hierel Hr HaAr
gl

& H W] g 3ae0T Algg ¢ % Ife SAee’y @ waw @ oY, a Se-AT B g Rererd &t
Fahcl &1 WIel 2004 F 3 FAT & HGT T TEF SHAN TEH TS G607 g1 gHT Irer el
& WY A T AT Aol dF ST fhal §, [ SRUT 3T Tehalcl B & 30 & T8 &
§HA oGl ol ol T Solehl & AT T W o S I g1 3 & S cqaeq1 gy oia
IS & fow sfAary s98 Seh afiRel I gear @d g e & v off v dee § TR 9 e
<ol & g8 3T 3@iSd deal HT ggelel X 34 aﬂﬁ-mﬂmaﬁmﬁlwmg‘é
S e § 6 4 & &7 A dord & HIART A w$ AUl HI gHH gEYS wU & g1 arfdih
ISl # TGl SR YAEA & @ AR GeAlfordm Seidl o @I ¢ 3R 31 v oar
WW%%%WQ&WWW@ﬁMWﬂmg,@ﬁm&
€T FHTelT daTel adlt I o AR ae1dl & fof 9 amdeT 3R aF &7 Agg &Y, a8 oy acaer
FT PIgUH H Feoldd T TAR—T ST haT|
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HRAT 3reTerdl 9T FHeAl FT digT Forcdt o« foRE
gAY, ( FHR s )

A fohelld & I 3T grier & 9ol <igT, Vel dherdl 3R AfTd g5 & HRAT gliA &IE &
UGelel I 3Mehcled el & foIU STI-Halfeld TISChIUT 91T g1 MY 3ereld & & org | &Y
3O ATACT & SeT-HC FT IUAT I §T 3 il & Fg FATAl H 3R Wiold A JAH o &
G, FAT gAN MY 3ieToldd aedd & 'Sl H ~AGed §; FAT $o Alaadl (93 At
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gehIell) FI 5T hcl W TG 3 §; FIT IC-ARC & dR W TG ~IEAENT AA946 916
I EH HhcH! H HGA HT AP & SIRT HUAT TG Ford §; IR 1 Gallogiad & e
fAgfea 1 arer fhdr =arareer & e & ifda Gt & =ards Aot & genfad X dehdr
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56 fram A1 o adl § & FEAT gl W, FAH FIC FAdT B @A § AT A, Hh
ehelel & AT U 78 Soehl ugufd| o T & 3 3Heholdd & AU HeacAl I Fiha U
S o 3RSt A @ AR ek fear & Fg oA ot i fereld g, i ged add § &
AT W 3186 Al I TR T g, Todd Sliidel T GHEAT dAgl glall A Jok 7 3
sy W ggTa FT g IdieT Tl §1 W TEAT Tg @i R AAWiER & MR @i g
SRR HepcAT & d&ar el Srel, 3R R 307 & e 3equa & HoheA FaR 6T o, e
3ol fRIT SATAT|

glelifeh, SHA &g SiT=epial AT §, St o 3uAll &1 3areor & fow, gl HiE & dfad Arat
% s o W @ield dred g1 MY fereld 7 gof @l Al & F ofomsier 40 wfderd Hehed 9
el ¥ 3 T § dfed & ar 3 7.7 A A 10 @ o 310w ant ¥ dfva w2 1 &=
T ARAT FlefeT JUTell I - h § d@dr arfrts §, W Tg F$ @il & v Tk e &
Tohdl & foh o 1 9 3= 3ered o o AH A 3Td AT AT dT AT A !

Ml e Aeheller FAEAT H1 FATUE 3N GO 81 3T Adeh, HhedA! A g W 3giad
S &8 &1 §31 HROT E SRR R, g AifGE oRe @ wud gr fAfla st @ o hwa o
qgu Jha £, @ aiofeds fQag & ATHT #, Jgl AU ¥eal d2g & @ief AT &iar g1 3
$ W HfAAT ¢, Sl e T el I3ITA g AT § T §H AW g, Ig ~hTdeh JUTlell
ARG fAAVAr g1 Ig T I UROT § R o9 do gdre Afle oRg F87 F9), a9 dh SO
HIGRRCEE

oo #E, 3RS & v ey =arameher & @ Jr Aeded Sde @ Ater for 37 e
gH AR =a1fls yomel & faffiest ugepsit ox =w=h & 3R Fg A Hr oo wifrer frofF
Wﬁmﬂ%ﬁﬁwﬁ%ﬁ@mmm&ﬁgm%ﬁmﬁ
ARG Fararefier had @ goliell i 9e W & FAheal w1 haar Hd g1 Af@s R &
fow off agr o Ted TAT-HHAT HT IIEAT g1 JH d W BIC AT H g 987 & foiv 10 e
¥ g, dfch Fa@ HAgea Ul (Fcges) AFT # &3 uel & 30 e a #Aifls g
3TATT gl B
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9 Ha 3790 geT % At 20 e & Alfgs g & d R fhed F1 haer #d §U 3
AT AT &, A 3TRT SO AT, SETHET gleh HAHS H 3 AvTT s g¢ a Pf@d gelel W
MR BT g1 o9 dehiel Af@s foRg #xd &, d9 98 3§ @AF &7 3G9 3o Heal W
TISERIOT et & T el 8, S ff@a seqioat & awdiel & iffier gl 6T 71w gid|

39a 82T H 30 fReIe Aemeas 9 O FF o9 Thd ¢l Jdfeee afe I8 3@RFT F F17 a ohal
g, df FIS g8 BT & YT IE FH o | AT &TdT Jel & v ARAT 3eredr 7 Af@s
TORE W Teh FAI-HIAT o9Tar FT Hifrer gt afgv|

9



