&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (24-June-24)

Date: 24-06-24

Fix It, GOI

The future of India’s young depends on govt thinking creatively on reforming exams
TOI Editorials

Misery piles on for our young examinees. Last Wednesday, education ministry cancelled UGC-NET exam,
conducted a day earlier, fearing a paper leak. On Saturday, it postponed NEET-PG exam scheduled for the
next day, over “logistical issues”. When seen together with NEET-UG controversies, the message is loud
and clear: something is seriously wrong with the National Testing Agency’s (NTA) functioning. And fixing
the problem poses the first big challenge for new NDA govt.

Problems evident for long | The crisis may have blown up this year, but the signs have been there for
years. Exams like NEET and JEE conducted by NTA have run into controversies regularly. In NEET 2022,
CBI had to step in following allegations of impersonation in the exam. In 2021, a Russian hacker even
hacked into the software for that year’s JEE to help examinees cheat.

It is the reluctance of authorities to take timely action against such episodes that is responsible for the
present mess. This was made clear, when despite ample evidence, the education ministry remained in
denial of a paper leak in this year’s NEET, ordering a CBI inquiry only on Saturday.

Remedy has failed us | What is galling is that NTA was put in place precisely to weed out issues we are
facing today. So, one of the questions that needs to be asked is whether there are in-built flaws in
conducting a mammoth exam like NEET, with 2.4mn examinees taking it in 13 languages across 4,500
centres.

It is welcome that govt has set up a high-powered committee to examine NTA’s functioning and
recommend ways for fair conduct of exams. It has also brought into effect the Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 to prevent use of unfair means in public exams.

Nothing should be off table | But the panel’s work will have to be more than a bureaucratic exercise if
the system is to be rid of its flaws. We need genuine reforms that address the spectrum of concerns that
experts have been raising. The use of technology that allows algorithmic question patterns is one answer
to paper leaks in avast system with innumerable nodes. Conducting exams more than once a year, as is
the case in US, is another option to be considered. But decentralising the exams altogether is an option
govt mustn’t shy away from. The future of young Indians is at stake.
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Mend, Don’t Throw Away the Safety NTA

ET Editorials

The haste to damn the National Testing Agency (NTA) and the politicisation of what isn’t the agency’s
finest moments is unfortunate. Gol’s move to address the problem of leaks and irregularities by setting
up a time-bound committee headed by former Isro head and chair of IIT Kanpur board of governors, K
Radhakrishnan, is the right first step. A common test for all applicants is a good idea. It reduces
complexity, costs and ensures level playing field for applicants. Institutions are assured of a floor of the
intakes’ aptitude.

Fixing NTA will also require regaining public trust. The committee must engage with stakeholders as well
as experts, who can provide guidance on creating fail safes to localise and minimise impacts should the
system be breached. Options for leveraging technology to improve the process and system — drawing on
successful practices of similar organisations like ETS in the US — should be on the agenda.

Gol must be transparent and inclusive in its repair job. The committee’s report and work products should
be made available on relevant websites including those of NTA and education ministry. Gol’s response to
the recommendations and plan of action should be available for a time-bound public consultation
finalisation. A time-bound implementation with regular audits would help restore trust.

The biggest vulnerability is the demand-supply gap. Nearly 24 lakh aspirants took the 2024
undergraduate medical test, NEET, for admission to 91,000 seats. As long as the ratio of aspirants to seats
remains this high, there will be consistent and innovative efforts — some legal like coaching centres, and
illegal to game the system. As the committee begins its work, the ministry should start working on
addressing this mismatch.
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Limit and excess

Creamy layer should be kept out, but the ceiling on quota is artificial
Editorial

The Patna High Court judgment striking down enhanced reservation for various communities in
employment and education marks yet another instance of the strict application of the 50% ceiling on
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total reservations by the judiciary. The verdict has invalidated the Nitish Kumar regime’s decision of last
year to amend its quota law to raise Backward Classes (BC) reservation from 12% to 18%, that of
Extremely Backward Communities (EBC) from 18% to 25%, and those of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes from 16% to 20% and 1% to 2%, respectively. This took the total reservation level to
65%. Applying judicial precedents that have now crystallised into a legal bar on reservations exceeding
50%, the court has inflicted a huge blow to the Bihar government’s plan to utilise its Caste Survey
findings to expand its affirmative action programme. The government may have erred in its policy
approach — armed with caste-wise population numbers — when its preamble to the amending law said
it aimed to achieve “proportionate equality”. The court agreed with the petitioners challenging the
increased quotas on a key point: that adequate representation does not mean ‘proportionate
representation’, as clarified in the famous nine-judge verdict in Indra Sawhney (1992). If any attempt to
raise the quota level earmarked for any section to be in proportion to the State’s population results in the
total reservation percentage exceeding the permissible limit, it is liable to be unconstitutional.

However, it is unfortunate that the court was so zealous about the reservation ceiling, that it rejected the
State’s argument on the existence of special circumstances. Indra Sawhney did allow the quota ceiling to
be exceeded in “extraordinary situations”. It suggested that the population living in remote or far-flung
areas may require to be treated in a different way. The court seems to have taken that geographical
remoteness is the only special situation to justify an enhanced quota and denied the benefit to Bihar. It is
difficult to believe that a State which is backward in most parameters of human and social development
should be denied the use of its executive and legislative power to expand its social justice programme.
The court surely saw merit in the argument that there was no in-depth study before enhanced
reservation was implemented. This raises the question whether the survey was indeed quite exhaustive
when it gave a caste-wise break-up of the population and their economic conditions. While there may be
a case for pruning the BC or EBC list based on the progress made over the last few decades, it might not
be just to stymie every attempt to enhance the numerical representation of historically deprived sections
on the ground that it exceeds the quota ceiling.

R Ro PR

SR # TH USE-UF AT

Date: 24-06-24

FH mh, (dEF Fag F altss Aar g qF w@wg § )
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aor A e R AUt & A Uh @Y W F Had W
Fo G Ugel 8 Wdeay do% o FH 9W H AC R A o3 ;v B
T L L o 5w W RER w0 & R o @R a6 g o gl
’/,’ - aftre fawe AR 3m weAfa i g aAN A R @ A fwa
Z
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~ ® 3 aYwrs fe@r| ww, Tar, s8ar 3R AvES TAT 16 gl F ok A
Z e P T WS a8, Sty o F e
Z R T T AL H T ,

‘> TASIU & °cah goll @Ad 21 ol & A 39 four &1 as afa
Ueld el HI Ugell %ol HNAA gl AHBME IR ddva o s
foraTeaae &1 Jept R S1fel &1 §, ofhd d9Re 9 & T T Ty
oA & FAGA & g1 U F ol off e o Faer iR fAuet & S 969 oliehdd T G 8, olfehe
JUTAFAT Meg A EaRT $da Fgeaqul fawy oY 3gd Rl doh @ $© gell T g ST oell dlishcliiaeh
Hedl T Hagelll g1 ‘Tadd ¥ Uil d&’ & Al d Teh HY WU S & fauR Hr el ardt @
9gel o ®T H 18T ¢W@T Sl gy

ol # eherdenm AR fAUTTEeN3 & Ierd Uk A1 g Fehdd € IT 161, Fg Il ol & fIT R TR o
qd AsgUid TH AT Fifdee T HeFeldr # T AIATT & 7o fomar ar| @fdfa &7 18,626 geor H Raie
# Teafd aluer #qF & Aehae 3R T TAUHAEHIT & FoAld Ush HY Hel 1 G&aa &ar g1 Ig Rae
5@ 100 et & $ficR Ty fAshral & gt @ 8ff U Ty e T dehield Al g1 Sleg & IS¢
3reger 3R fOER & AETAN AT FAR A ARADT A 31T & FAT WA F 3o qurh gt &
qHA AT U] ‘Teh ASE-Uh YT IHTURON HR A FHE, Tod AR wurhy dfgd @l gomat & wh
AT 3T, HAR W & I Td H IR ey S Jehledd ! &1 ARDT o & T I
AT I T Yg fauR a1 =L &1 g0@ ggel 1951-52, 1957, 1962 3R 1967 & @ehastm 3R ITd
faererasn3i & gara vk A g gk g1 1968 IR 1969 # o fAurrwsnsi & @HT @ Ugel T gl
ISTE @ UEel IR UH WY oA @l FI Th ST g AT| IE <l AT of GHI F Ug I F &
:n‘é%ﬁ,%ﬂ@raa's’ﬁWHﬁmgﬂﬁg@lwmﬂaﬂawﬁwqﬁmmwﬁw
foaTaeT 3mAer & 3r9el 1983 Fir Rulc & yrarfad Far a1l ac & 7RG & A 3mAer F off sgar qada
|

dehge R faurewensi & YAd UH WY A & TR #OIAA A AT SUlgd A gl gIedifh Ig
TeldiquT §, Fife et fr [&ar § @& Alser R e gema 3R Agcarial FREAT & TR dmast
3R TAUTEST & GoATal B THIAT HA H FHAAW g Fehll gl TH H TUET Hed N7 FhA g,
ofthet TE 97 =70 Bl 2014 & SIREs YeAla A AT H GUS SgA Ao AT, A 3T R TG FS
faeaas garat & 38 e Al Y 2019 & ohasim gold H 3Nf3AT 7 7rerar 1 |1 drel o Aelr
9od AR faurerasm & <o A TgAT A o T ST AT §1 a3ae q2r RN g & 339
Heg HeTd goAral I FeMfdd ol 81 S8 el S§ SR & Whasl Yolld H oame7er 60,000 U5 39
Td g &l TE TR AT gef B AL, 9feh HRT AR & FIT F FRAT G &F Rt H gl TF @y
gArd @ Wordl, Vs o, ehehelsiiaet 0 TAT §¥ 3R 3T Yaudhy @ui # &S a1 HaAl A0el| sqd
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FRETcI3t & UF T sEAAT AR HrAt H g W IR-SR YA gld & ARt garT dgA fhar arm
sfaRed @ ot 2o & el U & YA H A ST &l VSIHR & AR IAsiellicleh Goll o Fel e
ST 70-80 HicRIcT REAT 3Tl Ficil & 37em g1 His[ar IeArdl Tl H gL AIel U T HIS of HIS Id
goATd H I @l &1 S8 Told YAl TR Hiedl o] 8 Sl & TWHR AR Aderar gt & As#RT &
F YT 81d &1 3T SR o df IS 5 Afa9rd ©Yorr &r uidr &, o & 39T haeaas| AHat gad
TRIETeh SRR T AT UfhdT H T d1 golg & a3 SeTehodqTor & H1d o9 Fd Bl

gIelifh TATH TRIAT3T & STase Teh Y AT 1 G AT Hlell A A8l &1 38 o # o Harer 7%
%ﬁ:agadaﬁruwuuﬁwﬁmmﬁw@%ﬁ%wsﬁmsﬂﬁaﬁﬁ%zmgﬁ:
oAl T Harie Tl H Bl Teh Y AT w0 & TIT 97 ollendenm a1 fAumiaen 1 AY 316 a6 &
for Tufa @ar a1 R SRED! Gl ghl WHR H GAl H o el 3 elehditedh S & fow
AR gTT| HiAUTH & 3Hecde-356 & YT AT 3HS §1g ' & & [=Aar 1 fawg grefr| g1 o
HIAUl & geeld #R 30 A5 AU H A & & AT § o g@d dAua & v a-foes sgaa #
3MaRgerdl g, ST g aReed & gAldqet 81 58 %F & &3 Iod WHRI H FHele g a¥ &
FIDTT T Tgol ol U5 Thd! gl AT Srarfad RAwmRer & fov 3ma geafa sf@ad g1 g8 9go
e §1 safeT sEhT qramedr Ieifaal & off e #F T@er S g

WM
HeEldl
T FQIN T

HYUTGhIT
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WHR o Uleelshr oAz (Ndert 3w 3R #fieq) vae, 2024 &) & f&ar g1 38 vd-9w s
Hlelel & dgd IR olleh TN FR-YEAHT & BIOE A W HH T FF ofiel Arel H1 Fol gl T4 e or@
deh & S[AT & WY del Y Ui ATl deh $fT fhar S Hevar g1 Usgufa aludy #H UR A ggel g ol
TQell (3Efd Al # fHaron) fadee, 2024 @ AU & gH Al TH FeT F 3T JUITHE,
THTEET, Yoid, dfehar orcll odiem3i 3R Tedv garT WS 3T dHEE eI & IEd areEt & g
I Aehell &1 TH THE & TS R H AMAT W R T ~GAdH Toh A3 9T & A T Fraerel
gl 3H Fee ¥ Ugd Ul A ofehel Ushal AR g & AT o qeg &1 girel &1 Yohad Hell Flefed FT0
T 1 NS, 3TEr g, 3R Y, HARYS, SHAIHIG, TEUT, IR AR IRES # W Fleff &1 grefifeh
¥ I TWE & AdS &l H IHABA W 8, oeth Ty qlemsit # gReRll sr o1 #6569 qd Sl
CaRT GET AT A dlell AT & YHG IR A H &k Jash AT STWN difeh 3o [Golrd
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W & TTT & HCAR I AHT HT T 37 Foh| [AffeT afaaeh odemst w” 3sa arelr 3afaar &
HROT aT3il & AT FHMAR € @M &1 TR-GR T yonfordi o #eg 3R 3eTeh! gReRiar ¢ usa &
ol gfaafat & foRmem sared g o W@ g1 i 3 TE Hed IR IR-SAEAr Ry $r Aofr 7 3w
IRT B, THIAT IS o giod R SR are o TRrel 1 TREATR #T Tl &1 o7el & Tg Hael o
A THR o T oellg sl § Afehel & 3G e A s Iod fAeT ar =l & fov gdentiar
T HHET HAST & afd I o i ¥ GNETHT F eriereh glegR Jardt oA d W g8 oRg drs &l
g1 ETelifh TEd Flelel Follel H Jad o 5| fadwar & 77 3k faffest eRewol & 38 39 F&d & @
forar arar arfr sifasy & 59 aRE &1 FIS The & 7 T & Th| Y &, 30 R & ARMAIT TR =W
T ST Feh| W ST § o hieled T U S & dTe 9 ofleh 3R qlemmsit & arefodl @ Aol Hde
# g7 fFas g% gia £

Live
feccadria

FRAX gefdaar F «Aifa dR Fgw sue § @ oRa

sradia f&gn, ( a@dls faewe )

o Fre 1991 # HRA & 39a qdf gsifdat R gfEorqd ofras
Rl & Ery e HRAE AR AR WY T F T o
S¥c diferd A 'qd v 3T 3@ A w1 o, S 9fiREH W
foeiar deell qeh d@ @ 3eEr oA HRA HEA gl
I TS dTel 30 ek H Ig foar & W@ § & 39 aeaw
oI Tehelich ol 3H A dorar o WV 3R fore g 388 9
s s =gy, ifF e gAR 3der, @A 3R o
TSI @ a7 §9 & G ¢l feace, wme & 93 31
IR TS @y fAee T 3FAE §, W FIARESe, AAYSR
gelel, TAoiar @ fasgerar @ g1 e off @A g1 fogrsm
‘mw@%ﬁ:vﬁaﬁﬁuﬁ%aﬁam%mgﬁ
AT T A1fgu?

A AFA § & ORI F g9 #T AR q@er Aigw AR S F dwer @Ry, st e FEE S @ g,
S FaraR &7 Al o= & ATY-ATY AT TG & TG W AR AT S @I E| 3qH AR 7 IS
UHT W &, Sl FAaraR 3R deheiieht aIRTEATHRT aF # el & 31U Sg1d AT gT FX Hebell ¢ 2047 Th
AT IRT §o0a & AT g7 o U3s O st RE Heg o TFhd &1 3378, SaeT o 2023 & Sf-7
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REr aFaed &1 wrer 3o, Sad 'R g 9 (wg Rfed g9 & fow ARy @gaa
T §eIaT ¢al aTell WhdAash) carl s & fafeafad aa & v greue dae W SR f&ar am=m| sae ar
TfSCeRIoT WA 3TU- ggell, UM §6 AT AT & AIHAT 1 a0 TCd Flefel I 1 S0, 3R g, IRaRE
fReerndl 3R IR T EXFRAR Feh 98T A Hlolel ToAlell| ST o GET ASTRAT IolT|

FEAAN FFAGTEE &1 31 AHSesTel A U MU-TF A IHF YATH & IR F T g1 FAH Tgell g, ALHR
I GIAUT-FEIAT & &7 H HH HFEA- SO H TWHR Ad€R § 53 TIE H 00 HH d FHe A &
S 38 U FAUT HEAT F Al HEAT Tofell GHG Il gl a8 fooll &7 & 3eqar aAefcr § 3R
39eT AAWT A 3AHT Ace & fov TfhT I/ # Fgal g1 &7 ol 0T X T g1 TART TIHR Hl ool
8T H g H @A WU IR TAH FACRT & ATCIH § Geden AR e =@rigwl qERr ¥, famavor
AR AT W AH- AU o FeRfed UHS, we] sl X IR T A9 3cqea & v v 957 Hiy
AT &1 ST doheilehl Tl o AT ABIGRT H Wcdgsl d Afeds! Ul &l STl gl AR & i 39 e
FT IV g, S AT WIS AT F ded I g FIR FR Ig & fh STPT 3UANRT JOTIOT SHsAT Hl
g 9T 3+ g1 Wr g, 7 & I H /g AdR 97|

T g, R, IFEHE AR 3GAT A AFSRT- 'UIE U 3RUSS dAcde’ o & dHH
faeafaczrert, e Geurel, ol 817 9 ARas gl Fufadl & gy fAde s ay 3R Hufadr &
ST Afaat fr fABRT FAT &1 6RAT 1 $o T & T W@ &l FAed Aol &7 & amr-ary dfvas
dehelleh H FHART W Wl §l <AUT §, Be] &THAT ol TAHUT- SO 3(9ell offsl olddsl HISHT (TelUelUH)
Sellel I | T &1 AR 7 8 0F g AlSeT §of | § 3R 3 WA Acg A ol g YR, U3
S FHeHAT T IaT ToddT & T 3 A9 Fg A WAL §H Tl [AhiAd Y Fhd ol AT g Jenfed
TS & 3 Fedoilded & 3dRT ST ohal gl 3R gr=ar g, erifas e @sar ik ser 3uaer 3@
ATy AHAT W @ 3R aRad f @ rerer g1 afRad et & v St e @ 3 g, e wa &
HUPR, TE W H SHA AdAS g, WG d HATSD [oldl| T H, g8 TS HTHAaT &l ot 3/d &
STt T 3R @ AR, foad gARY T&hfa fAedr & 3R S AaraR g @aeer & . ddfad e
o @ g
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